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CHAPTER XXI. 

History of Athens, from the Conclusion of the 
Peloponnesian War and the Establishment 
of the Supreme Council of Thirty, com- 
monly called The Thirty Tyrants, to the 
Restoration of the Democracy by Thra- 

SYBULUS. 


SECTION I, 


Recapitulatory Synopsis of the Peloponnesian W tr. Defickney ■ 
of the Greeks in Political Science. Condition "of Sktt^ 
meliorated by the Peloponnesian War. Ckaraeter of ike 
Athenian Democracy : Judicature ; Revenue ; Sycophancy ; 
Theatrical Satire ; Jmw of Treason. 


I N the long and complicated war which it has 
been 'the business of the preceding chapters 
to relate, the reader would in vain look for cam- 
pains upon the extensive scale of Hannibal’s in 
Italy, ‘Csesar’s in various parts of the antient 
world, or many in modern Europe. It was not 
a war between two great states, but between two 
confederacies of small states, with intermingled 
VOL. V. s territories. 


2 HISTORY OF GREECE. 

OB A p. territories. The objects of attafck and defence were 
. thus numerous and scattered. The Lacaedemonian 
confederacy, strong in disciplined numbers, was 
deficient in pecuniary resources^ while the very 
purpose of Athens, defensive war, restrained her 
operations to a correspondency with those of her 
enemies. Hence, in the accounrof Thucydides, 
digested scrupulously according to the order of 
events, the Peloponnesian* war may appear, to 
superficial observation, an unconnected series of 
action, in which the enterprizes hud often no very 
near relation to each other, or to. the first and 
great object of the contending parties. In the 
foregoing narrative, it has always been in view 
to guard the reader against a mistake, into which 
some writers on the subject have fallen ; yet, to 
inable him to follow, with greater facility, the clue 
of Grecian politics, through succeeding times, it 
may be advantageous here briefly to retrace, the 
principal features of that multifarious series of 
ovents ‘. 

' The, Peloponnesian war was truly a civil war : 
it was tess a contest between Eacedssmon and 

Athens, 

* ;9artheleini, in the Grecian history which he has inter- 
woven in bis Voyage du jeune Anacharsis, after a concise ac- 
count of the first campain of the Peloponnesian war, proceeds 
thus: * Lcs campagnes qui la suivirent n'offrent de m6me 
‘ qu'une continuity d 'actions particuliGres, de courses ra- 
‘ pides, d'entreprises qui semblent etrangeres k Tobjet qu'on se 

* proposoit de part & d'autre. Conunent de peuples si guer- 

* riers & si voisins, anixnes par une ancienne jalousie, & des 
haines recentes, ne songeoint ils qu'^ se surprendre k 

* s'eviter, k partager leurs forces, &, par une foule de diver- 

* sions, sans ^clat ou sans danger, i multiplier & prolonger 

* les malheurs de la guerre ? C'est pareeque cette guerre ne 

* devoit pas se conduire sur le m6me plan que les^autres/ 

This 
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Athens, than between the- oligarchal and demo* sect. 
cratical interests, throughoat the Grecian com- . . 

monwealths ; in every one of which was a party 
friendly to the public enemy ; with whom it had 
a community of interest, not, as may happen in 
modem Europe, accidental, unprincipled, and 
passing, but fundamental and permanent ; so 
that, with the success of that public enemy, not 
only the pcditicaf welfare of the party, but the 
private welfare of its members, was intimately, 
and, for the most part, inseparably implicated. 

The apprehension excited, among the oligarchal 
states, by the growing preponderance of the 
Athenian democracy, rendered terrible by its spirit 

of 

Tins solution of the difficulty can scarcely but excite a smile; 
and the more detailed explanation which the learned author 
proceeds to attempt, will not be found very satisfactory. But 
the cotemporary historian would have furnished him with 
a sober and very sufficient answer to his petulant question. 

It occurs in a speech of Pericles, reported by Thucydides, in 
ills first book; and the part most pointedly to the purpose 
is in the 141st chapter. Barthelemi’s work is :a rich mine 
of information concerning the interesting people d^cribes ; 
but for its very merit it is important that its deficiencies and 
errors should be exposed. Barthelemi had imbibed the po^ 
litical principles of the French philosophy, and was warm in 
the cause of ideal liberty : but, tho he passed much of his 
time in the house of a minister, the Di)|Le of Ohoiseuil, he 
seems to have been no politician ; he certainly had no clear 
insight into the complicated politics of Greece. His fellow- 
countryman Rollin, tho an academician, shows juster views 
of Grecian history. Had he avoided to interrupt and per- 
plex his narrative with anecdotes, biography, and preaching, 
which might havte been better thrown into an appendix, his 
book, instead of beitog- esteemed fit only for boys, might have 
maintained its reptiihti|ln as the best epitome of Grecian 
history, for the earlier *part, that has ’yet appeared. After 
losing the guidance of the cotempora y historians, indeed, he 
has been bewildered. 

JB 2 
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of conquest, its spirit of tyranny, and its particular 
disposition to overthrow and oppress the oligarchal 
interest, was the real source of the war*. The 
purpose of he Peloponnesians therefore, tho in 
offensive measures, was, not to conquer Athens, 
but only to reduce her to a state of inability to 
conquer them. For Uiis end it was held sufficient, 
and it was deemed also indispensably necessary, 
to deprive her of that dominion over other Grecian 
states, which, by affording a superior revenue, 
inabled her to maintain the most formidable navy 
to that time > known in the world, and to carry 
hostilities to distant countries, by land as well as 
by sea. The invasion of Attica, for two successive 
years, had this for its principal object;. the siege 
of Platsea, and the unavailing attempt at naval 
exertion, equally followed with the same view. 
Meanwhile it was >the purpose of Pericles to 
strengthen Athens, if possible, alliance, but 
not by conquest. It sufficed to let her enemies 
weary and impoverish themselves with fruitless 
attack,;, iipd the consequences would be equal to 
victory : her power would be at least confirmed, 
and probably extended. And in these views he 
was favored by the drcumstances of the Athenian 
dominion, and by the warfare of the age. For 
the Athenian dominion consisted mostly o( ilands 

and 

* The alarm apred over Europe by a similar spirit, car- 
ried indeed to a greater extravagance, in the IVench demo- 
cracy, may possibly be supposed to have furnished this idea ; 
but it was derived purely froni the Greciai^coteihporary 
historians; and indeed the passage was written before the 
spirit of conquest and tyranny among the French had given 
the lie direet to their pretension of peaceful and equitable 
principles. 
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and transmarine territories, secure through the 
superiority of the Athenian fleet; and tho a 
country could less easily be defended, against 
a superihr invading force, with antient than with 
modem weapons, yet towns derived a security 
from fortiflcations, which, against the modern art 
of attack, no art of defence can give. 

But what the Peloponnesian arms alone could 
not accomplish, tlie pestilence, cooperating with 
them, in some degree effected. The severity of 
the pressure upon Athens at home, incouraged 
the oligarchal, and checked the democratical in- 
terest in her forein dependencies. In some of 
them insued what, in modern phrase, we should 
call a change of administration ; and instantly as 
the oligarchal became the prevailing party, revolt 
was ripe: with the first favoring opportunity 
the Athenian connection was renounced, and the 
Lactedemonian adopted. Thus the operations 
of the war became distracted and complex, while 
the principal object remained simple and the 
same. The command of the sea nefiE^rtheless 
inabled the Athenians to vindicate their trans- 
marine dominion; the extraordinaiy afiair of 
Pylus put pledges into their hands which insured 
Attica against farther invasion ; and thus, nearly 
five years after the death of Pericles, the purpose 
of that great statesman was accomplished, in the 
acquisition of means for making an honorable 
and advantageous peace. But unfortunately, in 
the want of his superintending wisdom, the 
popular will, bandied from^Orator to mator, and 
often subjected to the unworthiest, owned no 

B 3 principle 
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CHAP, principle but of ambition and avariccj inflamed 
. by success ; till, Brasidas obtaining the direction 
„ of the enemy’s arms, and Cleon of their own, 
defeat restored among the Athenian^ the mode- 
ration which success had banished, and peace 
was made. 

Such was tjhe first series of action of the 
Peloponnesian war. The antient enmity of * 
Lacedaemon and Argos, in concurrence with the 
rising ambition of Alcibiadcs, produced a second ; 
abundantly complicated, tho within a narrow field.. 
But still, reduced to its elements, it was a contest 
between oligarchy and democracy. 

The circumstances of Sicily led to a third series. 
Here, a new principle was the spring ; and, here 
first, conquest upon a great scale came into view. 
Democracy here was opposed to democracy. But 
unlike those little democratical states, which could 
only support themselves under the protecting 
power of Athens, Syracuse was so powerful as 
to assert its own dominion over almost all the 
other ‘Grecian cities of Sicily. Such a democracy 
was perhaps even more obnoxious to the domi- 
neering temper of the Athenian people, than the 
most absolute oligarchy or monarchy. .Thus the 
jealousy and'“the ambition of the Athenian people 
were led readily to second the ambition of 
Alcibiades. But on the removal of the able 
projector, the magnificence of the project shrunk ; 
and with the overthrow of the’ Athenian forces 
in Sicily, the principle upon which the Sicilian 
war was begun, totally lost its energy. 

From the Sicilian war then resulted a fourth 

and 



DEFICIENCY IN POLITICAL SCIENCE. ^ 
and concluding series of action; complicated in 
its circumstances, but in principle brought back 
to the original spring, the opposition of interest 
of the democratical and oligarchal parties through- 
out Greece. The prominent points of that series 
were, the revolt of the . Athenian dependencies ; 
war transferred to the Asiatic coast; the con- 
nection of Lacedsemon lyilh Persia; sedition in 
Athens itself, with the short triumph of the 
oligarchal party there, niore hostile to their fel- 
lowcountrymen* of the opposite interest than to 
the common enemy; and thence that weakpess 
and instability in all the powers of government, 
which superinduced the defeat of Aigospotami, 
and the capture of the city. 

Able in war, skilful, perhaps to the utmost 
extent of human ability, in political intrigue and 
political negotiation, in leading fellowcitizens, in 
bargaining with strangers, the Greeks were -un- 
fortunately deheient in the more important 
science of framing that grea£ machine which we 
call a. Government ; harmonizing the ..various 
ranks of men of which a nation must consist; 
providing, at the same time, security for property, 
and equal justice for those who have no pro- 
perty ; establishing, for the well-disposed of every 
rank, an interest in the preservation of the con- 
stitution, and, for the unprincipled and turbulent, 
strong coercion to secure it against distu^ance ; 
reconciling the* protection of private rights with 
the maintenance of public force, and making a 
general private interest in the support of the 
existing order of things the basis of patriotism, 

B 4 and 



8 HISTORY OF GREECE. 

CHAP, and the source of general concord and public 
-- . spirit. In the prece^ng chapters we have traced 

the rise and downfal of the most celebrated de- 
mocracy that has appeared m the world: we 
have seen the wonderful foit6 ,of that form of 
government as a spring, which inabled so small a 
community to become such a formidable power, 
to acquire such extensive dominion, and to exhi- 
bit, witliin so short a period, so many exalted 
characters. But we have seen too its utter un- 
fitness both to give security under equal law to its 
owQ 'people, and to rest in peace among neigh- 
boring states ; its disposition to exercise the most 
oppressive tyranny against the most illustrious of 
its own citizens, and the most imperious and 
cruel despotism over those who were so unfortu- 
nate as to fall under its sovereinty in the condi- 
tion of subjects; and we have seen that, tho it 
might have resisted the combination, which its 
injurious and alanning conduct excited, of the 
most powerful military confederacy with the 
wealthiest empire to that time known, yet the 
highest spirit in the people, with very undbmmon 
abilities in the leaders, was unable to avert the 
ruin which such a government hath an eternal 
tendency to Ming upon itself. 

The l^nefit of instruction, and the amusement 
of interesting investigation, should reward th^ 
painfid contemplation of the crimes, follies, and 
miseries of mankind, which it is fte office of his- 
tory to relate: smy gratification arising from 
matter pleasing in itself, must be placed to the 
account of iucidental gain. But, when occa- 
6 sionally 
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sionally we find, in the course of events, good sect. 
beaming upon men, or evil alleviated, the satis- . \ j 

faction will be greater in proportion as the sur- 
rounding scene is dark, and the relief unexpected. 

We have had ocottsiou to observe, that misfor- 
tune could scarcely befall a Grecian state, so 
imperfectly were the Grecian governments har- 
monized, but benefit, or at least the prospect of 
benefit, would result to some considerable portion 
of its members. We shall be more gratified to 
find that, with • the various miseries which a war 
of twenty-seven years diffused among those called 
citizens of the Greek nation, it brought a very 
general alleviation of evil to, that more numerous 
portion of mankind, the Grecian slaves. When 
all neighboring republics were friendly, the slave 
looked around in vain for refuge from the cruelty 
of andnhuman master; but if they were hostile, 
it behoved equally the wealthy despot of maqy 
slaves, and the poor tyrant of one, to beware 
how he set the wret^ upon comparing the risk 
of desertion with the hope of a better service. 

The Grecian republics indeed were not all*in- 
tirely without laws for the protection of that 
unfortunate portion of the human race : at Athens 
particularly, the wise and humane institutions of 
Solon provided for them a lot that otiher slaves 
jpight envy. Yet even at Athens they might be 
very harshly treated; and even there the war 
produced regulations to soften their condition. 

What the antient historians have left unnoticed 
(for slaves came little within their regard) we 
learn from the celebrated comic poet of the day. ArUtoph. 

j^N«b.,.7. 
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CHAP. In the comedy, yet extant, called The Clouds, -we 
. . find an old country-gentleman of Attica ludicrously 

execrating the war, because he was no longer 
permitted to beat his slaves. 

Thus incidentally only we get information of 
the condition of those who formed the largest 
part of the papulation of the boasted free repub- 
lics of Greece. Of the lot of 4heir masters, the 
citizens, or however of those of Athens, in so 
many respects the first of the republics, our in- 
formation is large ; and coming from cotemporary 
writers, of various situations in life, various views 
and pursuits, and of various and opposite poli- 
tical interests, it is, in great proportion, amply 
authenticated. From this it will be advantageous, 
and even necessary, to endevor to select and 
throw together here what may be wanting to elu- 
cidate the views, and account for the actions, of 
tj^ose to whom, on the surrender of the city to 
the Lacedaemonian arms, the supreme power was 
committed. Without such*preparation, the con- 
duct of men among the first of Greece in birth, 
tallints, and education, might appear monstrous 
and irrational, and the story, however well at- 
tested, altogether too strange for belief. 

Ch. 6 . s. 4 . We have already had occasion to observe, that 
oithuHiw. goiQu introduced, or left, in the Athenian consti- 
tution, a defect which had the most direct and 
irresistible tendency to its destruction. Carefully 
providing for the responsibility of ministers, he 
committed absolute soverdnty immediately to the 
multitude, who could be responsible to none. 
The same power delegated to representatives, 

who, 
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who, at stated periods, should be responsible to sect. 
the multitude, would not have been so hastily . . 

ruinous. He intended indeed that the councils 
of the Areiopagus and of the Fourhundred (after- 
ward Fivehundred) should balance the authority 
of the popular assembly; and they might have 
been effectual balances to a body representative 
of the people ; but against soverein power com- 
mitted immediately* to the people at large, no 
balance could avail. ' Interested demagogues in- 
citing, restraint was soom overborne, and so the 
Athenian government became, what, in the very 
age, we find it was called, and the people seem 
to have be^n even pleased to hear it called, a 
Tyranny in the hands of the People.* 

We want information how Solon composed his 
courts of justice ; but there seems reason to be- 
lieve that, among the changes introduced by 
Clcisthenes and Ephialtes, not only his venerable 
tribunal of ’%he Areiopagus, but the whole judica- 
ture of Athens suffered. The institution of wages 
for serving in the ten ordinary courts is attributed 
to Pericles. It was a mode of bribing the people. 

Three oboles, nearly fourpence sterling, were the 
daily pay of a dicast, whose office resembled .that 
of our juryman. The rich and ■ the industrious 
avoided ; the poor, the idle, the profligate, thence- 
forv^hrd sought the office : became their re- 

source for a livelihood^. To extend gratification 

« then 

* TwpamSflt ix^rt rhif »px^^* Thucyd, 1 . 2. c. 63. & 1 . 3. c. 37. 

* ‘ I sold sausages/ says Agoracritus, in The Knights of 
Aristophanes, * but I got the best part of my livelihood by 
‘ judging causes/ V. 1239 & 1255, ‘ And if the archon 

‘ should 
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CHAP, then among that soverein order, the juries Avere 
. . made immoderately numerous. • Five hundred 

Aristopfa. was the ordinary number of each. In the ten 
courts, unless the demands of military service 
interfered, no less than six thousand citizens are 
said to have been employed, except on holidays, 
Andoc. de daily throughout the year; and, -for a cause of 
p. . importance, the whole six thousand 

were sometimes assembled to compose the single 
tribunal called Heliaeft'; But the holidays them- 
selves, which interrupted the business of the 
courts, afforded also a pretence and a mode for 
bribing the people. They were truly seasons of 
festival; in which the numerous carcasses of ani- 
mals killed in sacrifice were distributed to the 
multitude. Demagogues therefore would omit no 
opportunity for ingratiating themselves at so easy 
Ath a rate as by the proposal of a new festival ; and 
c-s. •. 9.& thus the Athenian holidays were multiplied till 
& e .*' they were twice the number of those any other 
Grecian city. Still however they were far from 
equalling those of the Roman church in modern 
Europe, making, all together, no more than a 
sixth part of the year. 

In the deficiency therefore of subsistence pro- 
vided under the name of Sacrifice, a lawsuit, or, 
still more, a criminal prosecution, became the 
delight of the Athenian people. Beside the certain 
pay, which was . small, there was the hope of 
bribes, which might be large; while pride was 

gratified 

* should not order the court to sit,’ says a boy in The Wasps, 
‘ how are we to have victuals?' ’Alas!' answers his father, 
' I fear we must go supperless.' V. 309. 
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gratified by the importance, which accrued to the sect. 
meanest man who could call himself an Athenian ' — ^ 
citizen. Fine and confiscation, ordinary punish- 
ments of the Athenian law, conveyed the pro- 
perty of the wealthy to the treasury; to be thence 
distributed in various ways, theatrical exhibitions, 
processions, tuid feasts, for the gratification of the 
people, or wages on pretence of paying their ser- 
vices. Suits and presecutions ‘therefore, incou- 
raged by the interest of soverein, became 
innumerable; and life and property were ren- 
dered insecure beyond what anything, seen in 
th^ most profli^te of modem European govern- 
ments, at least of the times before the French 
revolution, would give to imagine under any go- 
vernment possible. , The glorious security pro- 
vided by the En^sh law, winch requires the 
solemn sanction of a grand jury to the merit of 
the accusation, before any man can be subjected 
even to trialfwas unknown at Athens. It |ppears 
as if liberty was held there (so was the spirit of 
Solon’s system perverted) to consist, not in the 
security of every one against injury from others, 
but in the power of every one to injure others. 

Any man might constitute himself accuser against 
any, and the kiilg-archon was bound by his office 
to bring the accused to trial. When the cause 
came before the jury, no ri^t of challenge, the 
‘ second security of Englishmen, gave the accused 
Athenian means of guarding agaiirst partiality in 
his judges. -The effect of partiality in some, it »>pr 
was indeed proposed to cfoviate by multitude, c.3. 
such that the majority should not be Ukeiy to 

concur 



14 lIlSTOlir OF GREECE. 

CHAP, concur in it: but the disadvantages of such a 
t_ f . resource perhaps exceeded its benefits. In no 
conference among themselves could the informed 
and the wary, of so numerous a court, correct 
the prejudices and misjudgement of the ignorant, 
careless, or impassioned, or obviate the effects 
of misused eloquence; nor was it possible to 
make so large a portion of the soverein people 
responsible for the most 4 rregular or fla^tious 
decision. Punishmmt could not take place, and 
among the multitude shame was lost. Under 
this constitution of judicature, .the most victorious 
and deserving general the ablest and most up- 
right magistrate, or the most inofiensive private 
citizen, might be brought to trial for his life at the 
pleasure of the most profligate of mankind. 
Even the. allegation- of a specific crime, a crime 
unnecessary. Constructive 
p. 664 ,«cor. treason, any imputed disaffection to the sovereinty 
^320!®°'*' of th<||>eopie, sufficed ; and, as pai^ion and pre- 
judice, or the powers of oratory, or solicitation 
and bribeiy, moved, condempation or acquittal 
were pronounced. 

We have, from Aristophanes, a ludicrous pic- 
ture, riot perhaps greatly inflated, of the impor- 
tance which the political and judicial system of 
Athens gave to every individual citizen ; of the 
court paid in'consequence to those, mostly men 
beyond the age of military service, who gave 
their time to the tribunals in the office of dicast, 
and of the usual pride and profligacy of such as 
Veiip.v. 46 . could hold any leading influence there. ‘ We 
* are as great as kings,’ says an old dicast. ‘ The 

‘ principal 
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‘ principal men of the commonwealth watch our sect. 

‘ rising in the morning. Presently one of those . . 

‘ who have- embeziled public money approaches 

* me, bows humbly, and begs favor.’ “ If ever 
“ you yourself,” he says, “ in any office, or but 
“ in the management of a military mess, robbed 
“ your comrades, pity me!” ‘ He stood trembling 

* before me as if I was a god.’ Allowing for 
something of caricature, still this is a picture 
from the life, of democratioal probity, modesty, 
and magnanimity. 

It may be held as an unfailing political maxim, 
that where the property of individuals is insecure, 
the Public Revenue will be ill-administered. 

Perhaps Solon, little foreseeing that his com- 
monwealth would want, did not desire that it 
should have, a great revenue. A soverein peo- 
ple indeed would not easily be pursuaded to pay 
taxes ; but some' provision for public expenses 
would be necessary. Attica fortunately possessed, 
in the silvermines of Laureium, an advantage xen.de 
unknown in any other part of proper Greece, 

Those mines were public property; but indivi- 
duals were allowed to work them for their private 
benefit, paying only idto the public treasury a 
twenty-fourth of the ore obtained. This was the 
great source of the regular public revenue of 
Athens. The sacred olive-trees, tho the income j 
from them could be but small, were however 
. looked to Bs a second branch. Thesei, scattered 
among the-lands of individuals in various parts 
of Attica, were consecrated, together with the 
ground unmediately around them (£erh^s ori- 
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CHAP, ginally by the policy of the government, for their 
. . security) to the goddess protectress of Athens; 

the fruit was sold by auction, under direction of 
' the court of Areiopagus, and the price was paid 

into the, treasury. A third branch of the Athenian 
revenue consisted in the rents of public lands and 
houses, mostly acquired from individuals by for- 
feiture. , 

But among the little states of Greece, the first 
purpose of a public revenue was generally less to 
supply public than private needs ; less to support 
dvil and militaiy establishments, than to provide 
a maintenance for citizens without property, with- 
out industry, and perhaps without objects for 
industry. Solon however was anxious to promote 
industry among his people. He desired rather 
that they should earn their livelihood by labor 
than be maintained in idleness; .and, not; with 
the credulous inexp^ence and deficient foresight 
of some modem political speculators, supposing 
democracy naturally economical, he proposed to 
check its wildness and extrava^nce by com- 
mitting, to his court of Areiopagus, a controling 
power over all issues from tbe toeasury. But the 
revolutions under Peisistratus, and still much more 
that under Cldsthenes, deranged his wise ibstitu- 
tions: the’ passions of the multitude and the in- 
terest of dem^ogues met ; wd, before the Persian 
invasion, we find the whole revenue from the 
silvermines distributed among the people. This 
Ch. 8. s. s. extravagance was remedied, as we have seen, by 

of this Hist. - 

the extraordinary address of Themistocles ; who, 
with the advantage of favoring circumstances, 

persuaded 
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persuaded the Many to resign that revenue for sect. 
public purposes, and hence acquired the means v — ^ — » 
to make Athens the greatest maritime power to 
that time seen in the world. 

We are uninformed by what able statesman, 
or in what public exigency, the Athenians were 
persuaded to submit to a tax, in the manner of 
the modem customs, of a fiftieth of the value Andoc. dc 

,11 A nivsi. p.bi. 

upon all goods imported, and upon some exports. 

Early in the Peloponnesian war we find it 
familiar ; as also a smalb toll, or a kind of 
excise-duty, on goods sold in ‘the markets. . The 
two, forming together a very light burthen, were 
the only regular and general taxes at any time 
paid by the Athenian peopled * 

The deficiency of a public revenue, arising from 
sources so scanty, was in some degree supplied 
by Ian imposition, in the manner of a poll-tax, on 
the metics, those numerous free residents in Attica 
who were not Athenian citizens. This however 
seems to have been not in its amount oppressive, 
any more than in its principle unreasonable. It 
Avas the consideration for the advantages which 
the residence of Athens and the protection of the 

Athenian 

* The articles of the Athenian revenue are thus enumerated 
by Aristophanes — fAiroXx’, 

Ka\ Vcsp. V. 657* 'ike amount he reckons 

two thousand talents, about five hundred thousand pounds 
• sterling. The hundredths, appear to have been the 

same tax which Andocides calls fiftieths. Perhaps it may 
have been doubled after the conclusion of the Peloponnesian 
war, to supply ’"the deficiency of the public revenue arising 
from loss of dominion. For the other articles, the curious 
reader may consult the scholiast on Aristophanes, and Xeno- 
phon on the Athenian republic, c. i. s. 16—19. 

VOL. V. C 
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CHAP. Athenian government afforded. Through the 
^ xxi. superior population of tliat city, the extent of its 
dominion, and the protection for maritime com- 
munication which naval empire afforded to its 
subjects, trade could be carried on there upon 
a greater scale, and with more certain profit, 
Xcn. tic than in any other situation in Greece. The 
rt' ris. metics were not Greeks only from various cities, 

but Lydians, Phrygians, Syrians, and other bar- 
barians, and they seem to have been the greatest 
portion of the traders and manufacturers of 
Athens. 

But tho the regular taxes, which the Athenian 
people would consent to pay, for the support of 
that government of which they held in their own 
hands the immediate sovereinty, were so light, 
yet, irregular and partial taxes, in their principle 
inimical to equal freedom, and fvery way wottby 
of the most despotic government, were as the 
materials of storm in a lowering sky, threatening 
always all, but falling chiefly on the higher ranks 
of citizens. It seems likely to have been when 
the poorer Many were persuaded to make the 
patriotic surrender of their; dividends from the 
silvermines for. building a fleet, that the wealthier 
Few undertook at frieir own charge to equip the 
ships whOT built There was an apparent fairness 
and liberality, on both sides, in such a compro- 
mise. But as the bidances of Solon’s government 
were successively overthrown, and the popular 
will became the instrument of arbittary power in 
the hands of the demagogue of the day, the 
practice, grown into law, for individuals to equip 

the 
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the fleet, degenerated into a source of grievous sect. 
oppression. Regulated by no certain principle, the 
wealthier, or those reputed the wealthier citizens, 
were annually appointed by arbitrary nomination Xen- Atii. 
(in the Peloponnesian war to the number of four ^ ^ 

hundred) to be responsible from their private 
fortunes, some singly, some in partnership with 
others, for the equipment of a ship of war. In- 
trigue and popular favor or popular displeasure, 
decided on whom the biKrthen should be light, 
and whom it should oppress. Yet whether from 
a natural sense of justice, dr some remaining 
prejudice in favor of the old Athenian constitu- 
tion, the person who equipped the trireme was 
generally allowed to command it, or to name the 
commander. 

Aillother irregular tax, not unknown where 
single despots have ruled,' with the improper name 
of free-gift, was frequently exacted by the despotic 
democracy of Athens. This, a tax also upon 
the higher ranks only, and perfectly arbitrary, 
could not fail to become partial and oppressive 
in extreme. Among taxes partaking of the na- 
ture of free-gifts, may also be reckoned the re- 
quisition for the rich to exhibit, at their own 
expence, theatrical entertainments, and other 
costly shows, for the amusement of the people ; 
taxes severely felt by the hi^ier ranks, tho con- 
tributing nothing to the public' revenue or the 
public force. ^ 

But Athens, in acquiring extensive dominion, 
acquired means to make others pay the principal 
expence of that force which was to maintain her 

c 2 dominion ; 
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eiiAT. dominion; and a democracy, least of all govcfh 
' — ments, would scruple any means of profit. The 
comic poet, one of the most informed and clear- 
sighted politicians, and however reprehensible in 
some points, very far from having been altogether 
the worst citizen of his age, has painted the po- 
pular temper of the day in a speech SD breathing 
the purest spirit of democracy, that, tho already 
Ch.i6.s.8. noticed, it may not be superfluous to repeat it 
^ere. ‘ A thousand cities,’ it is observed by one 
’ ro5- of the characters in his^omedy called The Wasps, 

* pay tribute to Athens. Now if each was or- 
‘ dered to furnish subsistence for only twenty 

* Athenians, twenty thousand of us mi^t live in 

* all ease and luxury, in a manner worthy of the 

* dignity of the commonwealth and of the trophy 
‘ of Marathon.’ The mixture of aristocracy yet 
remaining in the Athenian constitution, prevented 
any actual attempt to carry a measure so conge- 
nial to what may perhaps not improperly be called 
the natural politics of the multitude. But in the 
empire which Athens exercised over so many 
transmarine cities, a vast field for peculation was 
open. New and greater objects then indted con- 
tending factions ; and immoderate temptation 
occurred for those in authority, and those who 
sought authority, to put forward measures ulti- 
mately the most adverse to the public good, if 
they tended in the moment to gratify the Many. 
The principtd powers of the court of Areiopagus, 
and especially its salutary control over the 
treasury, were thus abolished ; and when the 
commanding abilities of Pericles no longer 

checked 
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checked popular extravagance, there followed sect. 

the grossest dilapidation of the public money, « 

the most tyrannical oppression of the allies, and 
the most profligate exercise of the purest despot- 
ism over the most respectable citizens. Fine and 
confiscation were looked to less for the purpose 
of justice than of revenue; The temptation to 
peculate, the insecurity of innocence, and the 
hope for crime tp escape punishment, became such, 
that, amid the general deptavity of Grecian go- 
vernments, Alhenian peculation grew proverbial ; X<’noph. 
and it was at the same' time made a question, “.'e 
whether it was advantageous for an individual to 
have property, and whether it was advantageous Sympos. 
for the commonwealth to have a revenue. If we 
might believe Aristophanes, (who almost alone, 
among the poets of the day, dared direct his 
satife on the public stage, to restrain the folly and 
correct the profligacy of the t3nrant multitude) of 
two thousand talents, esteemed the annual amount Aristoph. 
of the Athenian revenue, except one-tenth, dis- v.'eor. 
tributed among the people for serving the office of ^ “‘i- 
dicast, the whole was consumed in. peculation. 

We shall of course impute exaggeration to this 
round assertion, put into the mouth of a comic 
character:' yet, from the conpurring testimonies 
of Xenophon and Lysias (whose concurring tes- 
timonies afford the stfbngest proof, because they 
were of opposite parties) it seems not to have 
been very extravagant. 'Frequent capital punish- Xenopli. 
ments, with confiscation of all property, did not "Xt's.* 
prevent the frequency of an alluring crime, where 
probity gave no security. Despotic governments, 

c 3 whether 
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CHAP, whether the power be in the hands of one or of 
■ a multitude, will have a near resemblance of cha- 
racter. The frequent use of the bowstring, in 
Turkey, has not prevented the grossest peculation. 
We find indeed many marks of kindred between 
the Turkish desjiotism and the Athenian demo- 
cracy. It appears to have been a point of policy 
in the latter, as in the former, to connive at pe- 
culation in its servants, to approve tacitly their 
oppression of its subjects ; to wait patiently till 
the private fortune, thus iniquitoflsly collected, 
became sufficiently considerable to be a public 
object, and then to bring the criminal, hitherto 
the • apparent favorite, to judgement, and, con- 
demning him to death or banishment, to inrich 
the treasury with his spoil. 

A treatise remains tons from Xenophon expressly 
on the improvement of the Athenian revenue. The 
title, with the author’s name, cannot fail to excite 
the modern politician’s curiosity ; who will how- 
ever probably find himself at the same time 
informed, disappointed, and surprized by the con- 
tents of the work. Xenophon abandoned Solon’s 
hope of making the Athenian people support 
themselves by sober industry : were the thing ever 
practicable, he thdught the season passed. His 
object therefcMre was to provide a revenue, less for 
public service than for rtxaintaining the whole 
Athenian people, as the Lacedaemonians lived, in 
ease and idleness. He could devise no other re- 
medy for domestic evils, arising from thd necessary 
inquietude of soverein beggars ; no other means 
to soften that spirit of tyranny in the Athenian 

people^ 
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people, under which so many subject Grecian 
states had suffered the severest and most con- 
tumelious oppression, the consequences of which 
had at length brought Athens herself to the brink 
of annihilation^. Taxes therefore, to be paid by 
Athenian citizens, come scarcely within his view. 
The Attic silvermines are his great object. The 
public income from these he would improve by a 
measure which, at tliis, day, would not find uni- 
versal approbation. The immoderate proportion 
of slaves already in the population of Attica, the 
property of individuals, he Wuld increase by pur- 
chasing a number on the public account, to work 
the mines for public bendit. He then considers 
the taxes, the customs and market-tolls, and the 
capitation paid by the metics. This branch of 
the revenue he would improve by the more liberal 
policy of giving new privileges and increased se- 
curity to free foreiners settling in Attica. 

The 


" Zeunius of Leipzig, who has published a collection of 
Xenophon's smallef works, supposes the Treatise on the Re- 
venue to have been written during the war which we shall 
find Athens, in confederacy with Lacedaimoir, waging against 
the Thebans, when Epameinondas was their general. , Note, 
c. 4, s. 40, of Zeunius's edition* That treatise sufficiently 
marks itself to have been written when Athens was ingaged 
in war, and not so early as the Peloponnesian war ; for the 
time before the occupying of Deceleia by the Lacedaemonians 
is mentioned in it, (c. 4. s. 25.) as what few living would 
remember. During which of the Various troubles, with 
which Greece was afterward affiictedi it may Save had its 
date, is not at all clear ; but evidently enough that conduct 
of the Atheni^ government, which produced the war called 
the Confedetate, or Social war, fiirnished the immediate 
occasion, the stimulation to write it ; and that conduct was 
little manifested, as in the sequel we shall have occasion to 
obse}‘ve, till after the death of Epameinondas* 

C 4 
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CHAP. The modern reader, less versed in Grecian 
XXI- _ politics, will then scarcely observe without wonder, 
that while Xenophon is anxious to increase the 
number of forein residents and slaves, the in- 
crease of Athenian citizens, the only secure and 
effective strength of a state, appears totally out of 
his consideration. But, from all the remaining 
writers of the age, we may gather, that the spirit 
of every Grecian govemn£ient, whether oligarchy 
or democracy, was generally adverse to the in- 
crease of citizens. For every citizen having an 
interest in a certain |>ublic capital, increase of 
citizens was increase of partners, which would 
diminish every old proprietor’s share. If the 
Athenian conunonwealth had had only two or 
three thousand citizens, the lands of Attica, cul- 
tivated by slaves, with the added produce of the 
silvermines, might have made all wealthy. But 
wealth so ill protected, would have invited the 
rapacity of neighboring people. The combined 
consideration, therefore, of the means of sub- 
sistence and gratification, with • the means of 
defence, would decide the degree of population to 
be d^ired in a Grecian republic. But unless 
danger was pressing, the general disposition was 
always averse to an increase. The rich disliked 
it, as any increase of their respective inhabitants 
in our parishes is commonly disliked, because 
there wa#a poor-law at Athens. The poor ob- 
jected to it, in apprehension of its di minishin g 
their chance of advantage from sai^q^ces, from 
treats to their ward; from pay for attendance on 
the tribunals, from that public allowance which 


was 
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was often given, not to those who best deserved or s e ct. 
most needed it, but to those who could best make . ^ . 

interest for it. Altogether, the idea of a common 
interest in a common stock, a fundamental prin- 
ciple of every Grecian republic, not only made the 
aversion to any increase of citizens popular, but 
gave the ablest politicians (all considering slaves piat.dcrcp. 
indispensable) to imagine a necessity for limiting 
the number of citizens, and to a very scanty 
proportion. 

A very remarkable project, which seems to have 
been original with Xenophon, next occurs ; the 
establishment of a bank, by subscription^, open 
for all the Athenian people. Hie interest of 
money, it appears, was enormous at Athens ; an 
unavoidable consequence of the wretched inse- 
curity of person qnd property. Hiroughout mo- 
dern Europe, land is, of all property, esteemed 
the safest source of income but in Greece it was 
held that the surest return was from money lent at x<-noph. 
inteifet. For, in the multiplied division of Greece, 
into small republics with very narrow territories, 
the produce of land was continually liable to be 
carried off or destroyed by an invading enemy : 
but a monied fortune, according to Xenophon s 
observation, was safe within the city-walls. In 
proportion then to the interest of money, and the 
insecurity of all thmgs, the profits of trade will 
always be high, and thus numbers would be 
/:?. . ^ induced 

' The appears to mean {^isely a subscription. 


' i ne appears to mean {^isely a subscrtphon. 

It occurs in the otb, gth, and lath SMtions. The Greek 
■index added to the Opuscula Xenophontis of Zeunius may 
also be consulted for it. 
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induced to borrow even at a high interest. Xeno- 
phon therefore proposed, by lending from the 
public stock, and incouraging commercial adven- 
ture by just regulations, to raise a great revenue, 
and, by the same means, instead of oppressing, to 
inrich individuals. As a corollary then to his 
project, when the amount of the subscription, or 
its profits, should allow, he proposed to improve 
the ports of Athens, to form wharfs and docks, to 
erect halls, exchanges, ware^uses, markethouses, 
and inns, for all wh^ rents should be paid, 

and to build ships to be ^t’to merchants. Thus, 
while numbers of individuals were incouraged and 
inabled to employ themselves for their private 
benefit, the whole Athenian people would become 
one great banking company, from whose profits 
every member, it was expected^ would deiive at 
least an easy livdihood. 

Such was Xenophon’s project for improving, 
not so much the revenue of the Athenian state, as 
the condition of the Athenian people, and bf all 
who were in any degree dependent upon them. 
By taking away the incitements of absolute want, 
by creating a strong interest in the preservation of 
peace without, and good government within, he 
hoped to make the lower ranks quiet and orderly, 
and the higher secure, and at the same time to 
obviate that oppression of allies and subjects, the 
evils of which had often reverted upon Aliens her- 
self. The scheme, whatsoever difficulties or dis- 
appointments mi^t have occurred intheexecution, 
appears worthy of Xenophon ; but unfortunately, 

passing 
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passing his life in exile, his exertions for the good sect. 
of his country were confined to speculation. . 

The gross vices of the goveniment and judica- 
ture gave birth to that evil which, with the name of 
Sycophancy, so peculiarly infested Athens. Tlie 
term originally signified information of the clan- 
destine exportation of figs. Apparently to gra- 
tify the idle populace of the city, at the expencc of 
the landholders, some demagogue had procured a 
law, forbidding the exportation of that plentiful 
production of the Attic soil. The absurdity of the 
prohibition, however, making the information par- ' 
ticularly invidious, the term Sycophant grew into 
use as a general appellation for all vexatious in- 
formers. Such was the incouragement which the 
Athenian government and judicature afforded for 
these, that sycophancy became a profession, fur- 
nishing a livelihood for many. The sycophant 
courted the lower people, and w&s the terror and 
scourge of the rich. Intimation to a wealthy Arisioph. 
man, that he would be denounced, as able to equip 
a trireme, or provide a dramatic entertainment, or 
give a supper to his ward, often sufficed to obtain 
money for preventing-ib serious an evil. But the ^y,. pm. 
sycophant’s great engine of profit was accusation, 
whether true or false ; tho false accusation, we 

' Sl Anjua* 

are UM, was often preferred, as generally more ^cLrahva-. 
lucratiue*. Those various public functions which vei. re*, 
the wealthy were not allowed to decline, magis- 
tracies, equipment of ships of war, and presidencies 


® Tovruv (ru¥ ertntopafluv) tpyov Ir* xa* tov? jAnSiv 
x6r»i tU eiiriav tcat6tr»»ai* Ik y»p uf 

Lys. xecra?iV0‘. p. veL 762- 
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CHAP, of choral festivals, made opportunities endless* 
t . On the expiration of office, the euthyne, a scrutiny 
* Atheu res the council, must be undergone. Accdsa- 

c. A s. 4. tion was then in a manner invited ; and if any, 
however unfounded, was offered, person and pro- 
perty were attached, find remained so till judge- 
ment was given. The sycophant was necessarily 
an Athenian citizen; for no other could denounce; 
but the evidence of strangers and slaves was ad- 
L;s.adv. mitted, and often preferred ; because they might 
be examined by torture, which was sometimes 
vei. 488, carried to such inhuman severity that the sufferers 
died under it. But however little the accusation 
could be supported, it would always occasion 
trouble and expence; and any neglect of the 
Xcnopii. fastidious multitude would involve danger. Bribes 
were necessary to procure dispatch from the offi- 
directed the business of the courts : an 
Athenian jury would be solicited for favor, or it 
Lja. adv. w'ould pronouoce condemnation ; and not by the 
p. Ug accusation of Xenophon only, but by the confession 

jeK 8sa Lysias, the great advocate for democracy, we 
are assured that, at Athens, equally protection for 
iniquity mi^t, and justice ftast, be bought. 

A resource which, in this wretched insecurity 
for innocence under the Athenian government, 
Socrates recommended and Xenophon apiaoved, 
may show the extent of the evil. Ciiton; an 
Xenoph. Athenian of rank, complained to Socrates (Xeno- 
t*s!c. sT’ P^on says he was present at the conversation) of 
the severity of their lot in Athbhsywim; as he 
expresses himself, desired to (xmcern themselves 
only with their own affairs. ‘ I have a piosecu- 

‘ tioa 
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‘ tion instituted against me,’ he said, ‘ by persons sect. 

* whom I never injured, but who think I would l 

* rather pay some money than have much trou- 

* ble.’ ‘ Do not you keep dogs,’ said Socrates, 

* to guard your sheep against wolves?’ ‘ Yes,’ 
answered Criton. ‘ And could not you ingage the 

* friendship of some able man in low circum- 

* stances, who, in return -for benefits ' conferred, 

*■ would make it his business in the same manner 

* to guard you against sycophants ?’ A friend 
was fortunately found, able and faithful. As an 
advocate how^ever, Iw could serve his benefactor' 
little; because, in the Athenian courts, the ac- 
cused was generally required to plead in person. 

His business was, like that of the sheepdog, .to 
give security to the fold by attacking the wolf. 

When Criton was threatened with prosecution, 
he threatened the accusers ; and as their profli- 
gacy offered opportunities which Criton’s probity 
denied, in fear of. the consequences, they not 
only stopped their proceedings against Criton, but 
paid his advqpate for similar forbearance toward 
themselves. 

Where such was the best resource that So- 
crates or Xenophon could devise, we may con- 
ceive “how precarious was the condition of men 
of property in Athens. Under oligarchy^ as we Lys. 
find^one the most zealous partizans of demo- 
cracy confessing, thoso might be esteemed good J*ei!7r’4. 
citizens; who didc not ' covet other men’s goods ; 
but^undei^^mocracy,* no man was master of his 
own: property, . person, everything must be de- 
voted, not to the service only, but to the pleasure 

and 
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cnvp. and fancy of the people. The wealthy were not 
■- . allowed the choice of leaving Attica, and the 

Xinopii. constitution positively denied them the choice of 
c.4,s. 30. quiet there. 10 execute the duties of magis- 
tracy, to equip a ship of war, to preside at a 
jiublic feast, to direct a dramatic entertainment, 
and to furnish the whole cost, were equally re- 
quired of all supposed of competent estate. 
Hence indeed some small mixture of aristocracy 
remained in the Athenian govempient. Wealth 
Xenopii. ^as the allowed key to office and influence : birth 

«• 1. s. 3 . and great connections were not without weight ; 

commands in the army and navy were seldom 
given but to men of birth, education, and consi- 
derable connections ; and even the council and 
the college of archons, both indeed open to men 
without property, but not without passing the 
scrutiny ofirthe dokimasia, formed some small 
check upon popular rashness and folly. ' Hence 
we find, at intervals, the Athenian affairs so ably 
conducted; and while tumult and destruction 
were preparing within the volcano, the outside 
bore an appearance so fair and floriahing’'. 

The spirit of tyranny inherent in the> Athenian 
constitution, and the disregard, upon principle, 
for property and the convenience and satisfaction 
of individuals, are very strikingly marked in a 
regulation which we find had the fbfiise ctf >law. 

When 

* Under Solon those of competetit estates Mily were eligible 
to office. AfteiAvard magistracies were ^ven^^'lot Isocr. 
Areiop. p. io8, 109. But Xenophon jays all exf^sive 
offices were still imposed on the rich~perhaps only choral 
presidencies, and the command, or the charge of equipment, 
of ships of war. 
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When an expensive office, and particularly when sect. 
the equipment of a trireme, was assessed on any 
oiie, he might, for the time, avoid the burthen by 
indicating a richer man ; and, if the superior i^ocwt. <ie 
wealth was denied,, offering to exchange estates. Sri>’ace.^ 
The person so challenged had no alternative but 
to take upon himself the office, or accept the 
exchange. The satisfaction, thus, of an English- 
man in considering hfl house and his held more 
securely his ^n, undet the protection of tlie 
law, than a castle 'defended by its garrison, or a 
kingdom by its armies, was unknown in Attica-. 

The attachment, therefore, of an Englishman to 
the country where such blessings are injoyed, to 
the constitution which gives to injoy them, and 
to the people who have a common interest in 
defending them, could not there easily find place. 

For men of rank and property,, exciting the few 
who could make the popular will the instrument 
of their own ambition, to be satisfied with the 
Athenian government was impossible. It was 
as dangerous to be rich under the Athenian demo- 
cracy as, under the Turkish despotism ; the same 
subterfuges vfere used to conceal wesdth; the 
same bi^ry and flattery to preserve it ; with 
thi^ dil ^g erice principally, tha^ m Athens, tlie 
flattery ,WM grosser, in proportion to the low 
condition of the flattered, and their multitude; 
whid^ so divided the shame, that, equally in re- 
ceiving adulation and* committing iniquity, no 
man blushed for himself. 

Beside- the various modes of vexation and 
oppression, to which the higher ranks were sub- 
ject 
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CHAP, ject in their persons and properties, another re- 
■ mained by which their characters were affected. 
Xeno|.h. Satire against the people ’collectively, says Xeho- 
ca-xi's. I’hon, the jieople will not allow; but personal 
satire they incourage ; well knowing that, while 
it is permitted to exhibit the wealthy, the noble, 
the powerful, to popular derision and indignation, 
the meaner will escape ; or those only will be- 
come objects for the polft, who, by aiming at 
some preeminence, separate them|elves from tlie 
common cause. To what 'excess that licence 
went, what gross ribaldry might delight, and what 
malicious calumny would not disgust an Athenian 
audience, the remaining comedies oi Aristophanes, 
who could write equally for the highest and lowest 
ranks, who could be at the same time a consum- 
mate politician and a consummate buffoon, abun- 
dantly testify *". The calm dignity’ of a Pericles 
could bear tliis unmoved : the intriguing ambition 
of an Alcibiades, exciting poet against poet, and 
mob against mob, might even profit from it : but 
the wealthy and noble of more comiiapn and 
quiet characters, would often severely,., ^1 the 
apprehension, if it w'ent no fartlie^ of being ex- 
posed in effigy, by their proper namesj'^'to vulgar 
, scorn 

Aristoph^es ventured satire upon tbp ,^ople col- 
lectively; but it required hia. courage to dare/and^is abilities 
to succeed in such an attempt. With regard to his nbaldry, 
we may observe that something very like it seems lb have 
i^uitcd the taste of readers high^ rfifOk than tlie bulk of 
ihe Athenian audiences, in the age^ of Chaucer, in our own 
country. In calumny, as abund^ht remaining testimony 
evinces, bis cotemporaries far exceeded hto ; and indeed in 
every point, vulgar and gross as his j<^es often are, yet 
among the Athenian comedians he ihay be considered as a 
very gentlemanly poet. 
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scorn upon the public stage, while, in witty dia- 
logue, the most malignant turn was given to every 
the most innocent or even meritorious action of 
their lives. Nor were character and public esti- 
mation only indangered ; for that turn in the 
public mind might be prepared in the theater, 
and those prejudices against individuals excited, 
which afterward, in the agora or the tribunals, 
might produce decrees of confiscation, banish- 
ment, or capita condemnation. 

In the dialogue remaining to us from Xenophon, 
intitled The Banquet, an eminent man, reduced 
by the war from wealth to indigence, is repre- 
sented positively declaring that he fdt his condi- 
tion improved by the total loss of his property; 

‘ inasmuch,’ he says, * as cheerfulness and con- 
‘ fidence are preferable to constant apprehension, 
‘ freedom to slavery, being waited upon to waiting 

* upon others, being held an assured good subject 
‘ to being an object of public suspicion. For,’ 
he continues, * while I lived a rich man in this 
‘ city; % had reason to fear the attacks of house- 
‘ breakersi which with my wealth might indanger 

* my person. I was then under the necessity of 

* courtinjli^.llhe sycophants, knowing it was in their 
‘ power;^^© me mischief which I could little 
‘ return. ,'i|evertheles& I was continually re- 
‘ ceiving orders from the people, to undertake 
^ scmi^expence for the commonwealth, and I 

* was not allowed to go anywhere out of Attica. 
‘ But now I have lOsfdl my forein property, and 
‘ nothing accrues from my Attic estate, and all 
‘ my goods aNi..''^(dd, I sleep, anywhere fearless; 
‘ I am considered as faithful to the government; I 

VOL. V. D ‘ant 
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CHAP. « am never threatened with prosecution.s, but 
/ ‘ I have it in my power to make others fear ; as 
‘ a free man, I may stay in the country or go out 
‘ of it, as I please ; the rich rise from their seats 
‘ for me as I approach, and make way for me 
‘ as I walk ; 1 am now like a tyrant, whereas I 
‘ was before an alisolute slave; and whereas be- 
‘ fore I paid tribute to the people, now a tribute 
‘ from the public maintiiins me.’ 

This picture, tho from the pencil of Xenophon, 
will be likely to strike the modern reader as 
loaded, and somewhat extravagant. Occurring 
in a work of fancy, and not in historical narrative, 
the writer might claim perhaps , some licence, 
isocr. lie Yet we find Isocrates describing the same thing 
p. 254 , 256 . so nearly in the same lines and colors, that their 
concurrence in the representation, with which 
also many other testimonies concur, must exclude 
all suspicion of any great extravagance. 

Under circumstances then such as those of the 
Athenian republic, the rich and the poor evidently 
could not live in any harmony. An irtitation, 
incessantly working in the' minds of the. Few 
against the Many, would be irremediable, ►and, in 
equally unavoidable consequence, .the j^hy would 
be tormented with an unceasing of the 

Few ; in its foundation sometimes regslS^able, but 
generally in its manner illiberal, and often in its 
measure excessive. In fact, the bala||^ of 
Solon’s constitution were no sooner overmrown, 
and soverein power become absolute in the hands 
of those without property,, or ralhei:..in the hands 
of any demagogue wlip could, f^.the moment, 
lead them, than the iptuptest of all, who had pro- 

pertv 
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perty, placed them necessarily in the situation of 
conspirators against the existing government. 
Indeed, throughout Greece, the noble and 
wealthy, served by their slaves, not only as do- 
mestics, but as husbandmen and manufacturers, 
had little connection with the poorer Many, but 
to command them in the oligarchal states, and, 
in the democratical, to. fear, flatter, solicit, and 
either deceive or be commanded by them. No 
common interest, or scarcely any, united the two 
descriptions of men ; so that, for maintaining civil 
order and. holding the state together, flattery and 
bribes alone could persuade the multitude, and 
the only alternative was violence. Hence that 
impossibility of lasting harmony, and that readi- 
ness for extreme discord which the Grecian 



republics so strikingly exhibit. -What we are 
familiar with' always appears obvious and easy; 
and hence, having ever before our ^es the equal 
freedom, security, and ease of all ranks among 
ourselves, w'e observe with wonder that the abili- 
ties and;extensive experience of Xenophon could Xenopii. 
imagine no remedy for the evils of the Athenian 
constitution, or none in the practicability of which 3* *^9*®" 
he Tiad pay hope, but in the subjection of the 
Many '^i^bitrary command, either under the plat d« ' 
Few or'^l^fer One; and the genius of Plato, in 
earnest research after better political principles, 
cou^even in virion propose benefit only to a 
veiysmall portion of mankind". 

Where 


** ’£» tihitif yif Tft fiOmrn tSrtvr ir* rf mfA» ri 

xintriP » Skar Ji rf y»p oi^otoi roT; 

•vrti itd-K Xen. re$p. c. 3/is* lo. Xeno|ibon esteemed 

Da'"- the 
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CHAP. 

XXL 


Andocul. 
dt myst. 
p. 46. 


Where the constitution is such that all ranks 


have a clear interest in its preservation, where 
every man's house is his castle, where the pro- 
pei ty of the rich, and the persons and honest 
earnings of the poor, are equally protected by 
law, and the hope of rising to a higher station is 
denied to none, there the law of treasox may 
be mild. But no mild law, no common precau- 
tion, could give security to a constitution like the 
Athenian. The law of treason, accordingly, at 
Athens, was conceived in the highest spirit of 
despotism ; it was atrocious. Before the council- 
hall stood a column, on which was thus ingraved : 
‘ Whoever shall overthrow the democracy, or 
‘ hold any magistracy in Athens when the demo- 
‘ cracy shall be overthrown, may be lawfully 
‘ killed by any one : the person killing him shall 
* be held holy before the gods and meritorious 
‘ among men; and shall be rewarded with the 
‘ whole property of the person killed.’ The 
same principle of committing public justice to 
the discretion of individuals was pushed yet farther 
in the following oath, which was required of every 
Athenian : ‘ 1 will kill with my own hand, if 


‘ I am able, whoever shall overthrow &e demo- 
‘ cracy; and if any hold office undejMJ^ other 

‘ ^vemment, 

the evils of the Athenian constitution iiremediable, blecause 
necessarily flowing from the sovereinty of the people, and to 
be checked only by putting such a curb on that sover^'ty as, 
in the nature of things, would lead to its complete overthrow. 
He seems to have supposed it impossible so to constitute a 
balanced government as to give it permanent : the people at 
large, he thought, must either command absolutely or obey 
implicitly. And for any experience that tistoiy to this day 
furnishes, perhaps he was right: perhaps a balanced govern- 
ment cannot be at once constituted ; it must grow. 
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‘ government, I will esteem holy before the gods 
‘ whoever shall kill him. Whoever may lose his 
‘ life in killing or attempting to kill such person, 
‘ I will befriend his children and their oftspring, 
* as I would Harmodius and Aristogeiton. What- 
‘ ever oath may be taken, adverse to the demo- 
‘ cratical authority, I abjure and hold as nothing.’ 
Prayers and imprecations were added, for blessings 
bn all who maintained this oath, and utter destruc- 
tion to those and die race of those who should 
break it. • • 

It is observed by Aristotle, that democracy and 
tyranny are, of all governments, most hostile to 
each other, as, according to Hesiod’s proverb, 
two of a trade never agree : for, he adds, abso- 
lute oemocracv is tyranny’*. 

SECTION II. 

First Measures of the Supreme Council of Thirty at Athens: 
Views of the Thirty: Critias; Theramenes; Violences of 

the Thirty: Death of Theramenes, 

% 

iSiocH was the state of the Athenian government 
nearly, from the death of Pericles, till it sub- 
mitte<| to,,|he victorious arms of the Peloponne- 
sians. fate then of a fallen city deprived 

of commalid beyond its own narrow territory, 
and allowed to exist only under the control of 
a rorein power, it might seem would scarcely 

invite 

** *£va»1iat F Hvfiof pit 

xipob/Atr Kipa.fAid'i'* itccl yup i AfipoKpotrici n ift* 

Aristot. PoJit. I g. c. lO, 

i> 3 


SECT. 

I. 


SECT. 

II. 
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CHAT, invite much of our farther attention. But Athens, 
after all her losses and with all her failings, has 
peculiar claim upon the curiosity and respect of 
men. In her fallen state she retained the germ 
of the sublimest philosophy, of all science, and 
of every liberal art: Socrates, Xenophon, and 
Plato, still lived within her walls; Alcibiades, 
Thrasybulus, and Conon, tho in exile, adorned 
the list of her citizens; and she could still be the 
prolific mother and the able preceptress of artists, 
poets, warriors, orators, statesmen and sages, who 
made their age the most brilliant in the annals of 
mankind, and through whom, when her political 
importance ceased, Athens continued, and may 
be said in some degree still to continue, to hold 
an empire among all the civilized .nations of the 
earth”. Nor was her political importance yet 
so far beyond recoyery, but that she became 
again a principal channel of Grecian history’s 
multifarious stream. 

After the view' we have taken of the Athenian 
constitution, we shall not w'onder if men of rank 
and property desired at any rate a change ; nq*r 
can we impute it to any peculiar depravity,,, if 
they bore some antipathy toward the b^y of tiie 
lower people, from whom they suffered |U^. op- 
pression. Even the most moderate i^j^t Idbk, 
not without some indignation, upon that imperious 



Tally's eulogies of Athens are well known : — lllas om- 
nium doctrinarum inventrices Athenas. Cic.de Orat. 1 . 1. 8.4. 
—Unde humanitas, doctrina, religio, fruges, jura, leges, ortaj 
atque in omnes terras distributae putantur. ,JCic. or. pro 
L. Flacco, s. 26. And that of Velleius Paterculus, Aded ut cor- 
pora gentis illius separata sint in alias civitatei; ingenia vero 
solis Atheniensium muris clausa existimes. Vel. Pat. 1 . 1. c. 18. 
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* crowd of fullers, shoomakers, carpenters, bra- sect. 

' ziers, dealers of all kinds,’ I use the cotem- . . 

porary philosopher’s words, ‘the great object of 

* whose lives was to buy cheap and sell dear,’ c.r. s.6. 
whose despotic will nevertheless dispensed public 

and private law, directed the administration of the 
commonwealth, sentoutfleets and armies, disposed 
of the lives and fortunes of individuals at home, 
and decided by a vote the fate of whole cities 
abroad, ‘while some of them, not worth a drachma,’ 
they are again Xenophon’s words, ‘ were ready to 
‘ Bell their country with all in it, that they might 
‘ have a drachma.’ Accordingly, when Athens 
was invested by the Peloponnesian forces, and no 
prospect of successful resistance remained, many 
of those of higher rank saw. Or thought they saw, 
means of mending their condition in the approach- 
ing wreck of the state. Through this opposition of 
interests among the Athenians, the Lacedaemonians 
proposed to hold Attica in subjection, without the 
expence of garrisons ; and thug they were induced 
to grant terms ; to leave the town with walls and a 
ci^del ; to restore the whole territory ; and even out 
of the captive fleet to allow twelve ships of w'ar to 
vanquished. The Athenian people had never 
treated;' a' conquered city so mildly. But the 
Lacedaemoditins depended upon the aristocratical 
p^iirty among the Athenians themselves as a faith- 
ful gtorrison, bound, by the iBpk pressing interests, 
to hold all in subordination to Laceda?mon 


On 

** The assertions of Lysias, in his orations against 
Eratosthenes arid Agoratus, that the Lacedaemonians \vouId 
have granted better terns, and that Theranienes prevented 

D 4 it. 
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CHAP. 

XXI. 


B. C. 404. 
pi 94. I, 
Xcnoph. 
Hel. h !3. 
c. 3. s. 8. 


On the surrender of the city, then, that vicious 
government which has been described, being dis- 
solved, the supreme power of the Athenian state 
was committed to a Council, composed of Thirty 
Athenians, chosen by the conquerors out of the 
aristocratical party, and all of them formerly mem- 
bers of the Council of Fourhundred, established 
by Peisander. The first measures of this council 
were moderate and wise. Vested with full powers 
to new-model the whole fabric of the antient con- 


stitution at their pleasure, provided only nothing 
was done adverse to the superintending authority 
of Lacedaemon, they avoided- all great and hasty 
changes which their situation did not indispensably 
require. The Laws, farther than what fell neces- 
sarily with the abolition of the popuj^ar sovereinty 
and the commission of the supreme power, to the 
Thirty, remained in force : all the antient magis- 
tracies, care being taken to fill them with friends 
of the Thirty, were retained : the civil administra- 
tion therefore, under the Thirty instead of the 
Fivehundredj proedbded in the accustomed course. 
A new supreme court of judicature only was esta- 
blished, with the title of The Council. 

Matters being so far arranged, orden we^ 
for immediately apprehending’ at| wlj)^; p^r 
democracy, had exercised the aboimi^le Irade^of 
sycophancy. The evils of that practice were#o 


^oss, 


it, scarcely need the testimony of Xettopluon to refute them. 
They are obviously mere cuumnies; nfflifproposed to the 
reason, but to the thoughtlessness and passion of the multitude 
to which they were addressed. Xenophon's acdount is con- 
firmed in clear and direct terms by Isocrates, in his oration 
on peace, p. sso. Auger. 
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gross, SO extensively dreaded, and under popular sect. 
sovereinty, so irremediable, that, when every one . 
prosecuted by the Thirty was condemned by the 
obsequioHs council, and executed, none, says the 
cotemporary historian, notobnoxious to the charge, 
were dissatisfied with this arbitraiy justice. 

The wrongs, however, of the higher orders being 
so far avenged, the hope w|s generally entertained, 
that animosity would stop, and that the Thirty, 
proceeding with proper dispatch in their great 
business of legislation, would let the people know 
under what form of government, and subject to- 
what laws, they were to live and might be safe. 

With this hope wellmeaning men in general were 
easy : indeed hope was rather high among them; 
for, tho successive demagogues had wretchedly 
degraded the antient Athenian constitution, yet, if 
there existed in Greece a good' foundation for a 
good government, it seems to have been in the 
laws, customs and habits of Athens, derived from 
the institutions of Theseus atfd Solon. That ex- 
cellent principle of the English constitution, the 
onl^one on which a free government can be firmly 
founded, that the aggregate of private good con- 
stij^tes.,. public good and it^ corollary, that the 
ri^ts of • individuals, once established by law, 
should be ever 'held sacred, ’ seems to have been a 
principle of Theseus’s kingdom and Solofi’s re- 
, public. But a difierent principle obtained very 
generally among the Grecian Commonwealths, an 
ideal public good,' distinct from and often opposite 
to private good. It was carried into practice with 
best effect by Lycurgus, and can only be carried 

into 
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CHAP, into practice with any good effect, where, as in 
. . Lacedasmon, a communion of interest was esta- 

blished for everything, and private property 
scarcely existed. The brilliant succe^ of his 
singular system gave reputation to this principle, 
and party-leaders readily adopted it everywhere ; 
for the good of their party was that to which alone 
they would allow the title of public good, and to 
this it was very convenient for them that every 
private interest should yield. ■ The peaceful then 
and the quiet, who desired, not political power, 
but ease and security under civil order, were the 
only certain sufferers. The great defect of the 
constitutions of Theseus and Solon, was the want 
of another principle, spred extensively over modern 
Europe through the feudal system, tho not an ori- 
ginal part of that system, the principal of repre- 
sentation. The advantage of this is not meerly 
that a. great nation can do conveniently by its 
representatives, what even a small one cannot by 
its assembled numbers, but, farther, that respon- 
sibility may be attached to every constiimted 
authority ; by which alone, whatever the name or 
form of. the government may be^ real despowm 
x*n. reip. ^ obviated. In the want of this', 

Allien. legislators were utterly at a loiH| ,to/gi^e ' secure 
liberty to the body of the peopl^' yithout giving 
them despotic power; It may, be held for cei^in 
that those are either not wise or not honest men, 
who pretend that political and legislative science 
is easy and obvious. The writings of the ablest 
of the Greeks, showing how deficient they were 
in it, abundantly show its difficulties; and the 
5 history 
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history of all nations will demonstrate by what sect. 
slow steps and what accidental circumstances any . .. 

perfection in government has been attained. The 
works of Plato and Xenophon should be red to 
form a just idea of the imperfection of the science 
in their time, and of their small ability to improve 
it ; and then it may in some degree be conceived 
Avhat w'ere the difficulties under which, even had 
they had the purest intentions, the sincerest de- 
sire of public good, the Thirty must have had to 
incounter, in reforming the constitution of Athens. 

But in addition to the difficulties always and ' 
everywhere existing, the peculiar circumstances 
of Athens at the time, obviating perhaps some 
considerable inconveniencies, gave rise to many 
others. The controling power of Lacedaemon 
would be necessarily invidious to those for whom 
they were to legislate ; and yet much considera- 
tion for that controling power would be; in their 
situation, unavoidable. Moreover the chance of 
future tranquillity for Greece, concord within itself 
and power to resist other nations, depended abso- 
lutely upon friendly and intimate connection be- 
twe^ Athens and Lacedaemon. Of the changes 
th<itt^<«tli^h Athens had suffered, by the event of 
the war, some would be favorable to them, but 
some far otherwise. Private distresses among 
all ranks were numerous and great. The loss Xen-Mem. 
of property in the forein tenritories of the com- c. a. s. i.’ 
monwealth, had reduced several from affluence to 
want ; and VRnt such as to make them dependent 
upon what may be called the poor-law of Athens, 

even 
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CHAP, even for subsistence. The abolition of means, for- 
« ^ merly ready, for making interest of money at 

Mem.'socr. homc, also annihilated income for many. The 
'•^**-*- advantages of command then were no more for 
the higher ranks, nor the reward of service for the 
lower, nor the various profits of the equipment of 
fleets and armies for any: public revenue no 
longer flowed from numerous tributary states : 
neither the public treasury, nor the wealth of in- 
dividuals, could, as formerly, provide gratifications 
for the people : the citizens of numerous subject 
republics were no longer amenable to Athenian 
tribunals : multitudes, accustomed to fight and to 
judge,' and to feast at sacrifices, and to be amused, 
but not to work, were without income, without 
employment, and without victuals : the court and 
the flattery, and the pay and the bribes, to which 
the Athenian people were accustomed, had all 
ceajsed together. 

Such were the circumstances in which the 
council of Thirty entered, with absolute authority, 
upon the administration of the affairs of Athens. 
Whether by appointment of the Lacedaemonians, 
or by election of the council itself^ Critias ||ire> 
Flat. sided; a man, by every advantage of 

1 8 . connections, education mid tatedl^/lpmhted 
out for the arduous situation. Hiii pa.temal great- 
grandfather was brother of the fteat lav^ver 
Solon ; and, what should have been a more solid, 
advantage, he had been himself a diligent hearer 
of Socrates. But the Athenian democracy, de- 
nying ease and security, not only incited ambition 

and 
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and avarice, but stimulated the pride of nobility sect. 
and wealth. Xenophon describes Critias, whom 
he knew well as his fellow-disciple, vain of his 
illustrious birth and large inheritance, elated with i- 1- 
the early possession of power and influence, and 
with the court and adulation insuing, and then 
soured by a banishment which he had suffered 
from a decree of the people. Thenceforward 
Critias conceived a vehement aversion to the 
popular cause, and his pride and ambition became 
stimulated by indignation and revenge. 

But, among the members of this council, the ' 
man most distinguished in high office and in party 
measures, was Theramenes son of Agnon; whom 
we have already seen a leader in one revolution 
which abolished,' and in another which restored 
the sovereinty of the popular assembly. He 
ingaged now in this third revolution, under the 
patronage of Lacedasmon, with a disposition §nd 
views widely differing from those of Critias. His 
family, tho noble, had been popular. His father, 

Agnon, founder of Amphipolis, had been a dis- 
tinguished favorite of the people ; and however 
ThOTMnenes himself mighty with all reasonable 
mealy., dislike the sovereinty of the multitude, yet 
possessing an inherited frunily interest among the 
people, and talents to cultivate.it, he loved popu- 
larity. In reforii^ng the government, therefore, 

.it was |iot his purpose to oppress the people. He - 
seems rather to have propose^ to restore, under 
sanction of the stronger means now possessed by 
the Thirty, that mi^ed government, which, upon 
the oversow of the Fourhundred, he had framed 

but 
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CHAP, but could not support, and which we find so 
> < highly commended, but so little explained, by 

Ch. 19. S.7. rpi 

®f this Hist. Thucydides. 

The scheme of Critias, not altogether new in 
Greece, was however such as had not been exe- 
cuted, nor perhaps attempted, upon so extensive 
a scale. The habit of having all laborious offices 
performed by slaves, gave to conceive that the 
existence of the lower orders of freemen might 
be dispensed with ; and made that possible and 
even obvious in Greece, which, in modem Europe, 
could neither be executed, nor scarcely imagined. 
Critias would allow no mixture of popular folly 
and insolence in power : he would remove as far 
as possible the danger of having the democratical 
law of treason restored, and put in execution 
against himself. He would abandon all hope of 
the glory of presiding over a powerful independent 
state, to have ease and aflluence in a subordinate 
command. He proposed, therefore, under the 
protecting authority of Lacedtemon, to lord 
of Athens ; he would make the cily and ita^whole 
territory the private property of himself and 'it few 
associates; allowing no more of th0 Athe^aan 
people to remain within the country;>^^i^jl^h 
Lacedaemonian assistancA might be held Ja em- 
ploy subserviency.^ ■ ■ . 

With these extravagant .and.<mt&rious '^ws, 
.which it could not be prudent immedia|%|to 
declare, Critias, in ^e outset, courted Theramenes, 
and there was, for a short dime, the appearance 
Xenoph. of perfect harmony between themv Sbon however 
^'a.s.u. tli&fences arose, but still Critue maintained a 

show 
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show of deference for his collesue. Meanwhile sect. 

^ II. 

among the rest of the Thirty he made his party ' — ^ — -» 
secure. No eminence of character there moved 
his envy ; no superior talents excited his appre- 
hension ; no firmness of principle thwarted his 
purposes, (’oncert then being established among 
them, the abilities, and yet more the popularity 
of Thcramenes became suspicious to all. For 
security against their effects, it was resolved to 
solicit an armed force from Lacedfcmon. Thera- 
menes, not yet aware that he was himself the 
object, in vain remonstrated ; the resolution passed, 
and .^schines and Aristoteles, two of the Thirty, Xenoph. 
were deputed to Sparta, authorized to ingage for c.is.i’8. 
pay from the Athenian treasury for the troops 
desired. A force for holding Athens in obedience, 
and to be paid for doing so, was not likely to be 
denied. A body of Lacedaemonians was sent; and 
Callibius, their commander, with the title of Har- 
most, regulator, which the Lacedaemonians affected 
for those to whom they committed really the 
command, as governors, of Grecian cities, took 
his r^idonce in the citadel of Athens, with his 
troQpst as its garrison. 

4^onfident now of means to overbear opposition, 
Critiasmo loiiger. kept measures with any, whether 
of the democr^tical or oligarchal interest, whom 
he suspected of inclination, with, power, to thwart 
, Ifii deisigns : but he began to consider some of 
the oligarchal party, whom it yras in the general 
policy of Laceds^on to raise to power, as more 
dangerous opponents than ^y in the democratical 
interest, now sufficiently depressed. From the first 

arrival 
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arrival of the Lacedaemonians, he was sedulous 
in attention to the harmost ; and by the show of 
much deference, obtained the effectual command 
of him. Under pretence, and perhaps in the 
belief, that the interest of Lacedaemon required, 
Callibius issued orders as Critias instigated, and 
the Lacedaemonian soldiers were employed to 
apprehend whom the Thirty denounced. Prosecu- 
tion was no longer confined to sycophants, and men 
notoriously turbulent or infamous, but extended to 
characters the most irreproachable. Some forms 
of legal process were observed, and those of the 
old coqstitution were mostly retained; but whom- 
soever the Thirty accused, the obsequious council 
never failed to condemn, and deliver to the 
executioner. 

Such proceedings excited astonishment with 
alarm among all ranks. What could be the motive, 
and where the end of them, and what the form 
of government at length to be establishei|^. were 
Xeii.ibid. the anxious subjects of general wonder sind in- 
quiry. Theramenes himself, surprized as 
fied, while Critias yet maintained a( 
toward him, remonstrated among 
on the impolicy of their measnres i 
* some party among the p^pk^^ hd^ said, * no 
‘.oligarchy could stand: but alfSin and oi&nce 
‘ were now extended to all. parties.’ The aili^- 
nition was taken, but not as Theramenes int^d^' 
Nothing the Thirty so much still feared as the 
popularity of Theramenes him^lf. To obviate 
its efficacy, they hasti^d the publication of a 
catalogue of three thousand citizi^ of their own 

. selection, 
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selection, who should partake of the soverein 
power in common assembly, and be competent for 
magistracy All other Athenians were reduced 
to the condition of subjects, not to the Three- 
thousand only, but the Thirty, whose sovereinty 
over them was declared absolute. 

Theramenes again remonstrated : ‘ Their faith 
‘ was pledged, he said, by 'ttieir former declara- 

* dons, that all those, and only those, should share 

* in the government, whose education might give 

* the necessary knowledge, and whose property 
^ would afford means to allot leisure for its func- 

* dons. Pay for attending the general assembly 
‘ or the courts of justice, it had been agreed, 

* should no longer be allowed. But three diou- 

* sand men, as if there were some virtue in the 
‘ number, had been arbitrarily chosen, without 

* any attention to the proposed qualifications; 
' and all other Athenians were as arbitrarily de- 
‘ prived of the rights of citizens. The imprudence 
‘ was equal to the injustice of the measure : 
‘ viG!]je.nce only could support it ; and the force 
‘ <4 who were to command was inferior to 
‘ that of thore who lyere to be 'held in subser- 

* viimcy.’ . ^is admonition also was taken, but, 
lU!^.;t^ former, very differently from the monitor’s 
intention. A review of "arms was ordered ; of 
tli^t^ThrOethousand ip" one place ; of the other 

’ cit^«i4 in another. The avenues to .the latter 
were bccupied by the contidential adherents of the 
Thirty, support^ by the Lacedsemonian troops. 

" “the 

[Ibtts I think ttie phrase Tut rnfay/idTun may 

t>e$t be interpreted. 
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CHAP. The arms of the citizens, not of the catalogue, 

. were taken from them as they passed, and being 
carried to the temple of Minerva in the citadel, 
were committed to the care of the Lacedeemonian 
garrison. 

Effectual opposition being thus obviated, the 
Thirty proceeded with a shamelessness in crime, 
for which, after all* we have seen of crime in 
Grecian history, could he be suspected of par- 
tiality for the democratical cause, we should with 
difficulty believe the express testimony even of 
Xenophon. The credit of his account however, 
strong as his authority is, does not rest- on his 
single authority. ..We find it supported by two 
other cotemporary writers ; one his decided ad- 
versary in polities, the other no way his friend, 
Lysias and Plato. From their united evidence %ve 
learn, that the most abominable policy guided the 
Xenoph. measures now pursued. Revenge and avarice 
”3.' s.ts. *iad their full sway : many suffered death for 
private enmities; many meerly for their. wealth, 
p Every eminent man was either to be destroyed 

or gained : but as means wete wanting to atbeh 
a sufficient number by favors, the infenud a^- 
dient was practised of forcing men to^ conHnumty 
of interest through a participation in crime. 
Driven by terror to execute tyranincal orders^ they 
became involved in the same guilt, and obj^xious 
to the same resentment, and thus theirs rad that 
of the Thirty became a common cause*®. 

Amid numerous enormities, the death of three 

men, 

** ’Ot» xsi hiiMt wsXXsK «aXX« 0»»hin 

i( wXi !r«ff i¥»ir)¥nireu uhiSt, Plat. apof. Socr. p. 32. 1. 1. 
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men, the most eminent of the commonwealth, and sect 

all notoriously attached to the oligarchal interest, . ^ 

particularly excited general wonder and alarm. Of Hen.’a, 
Niceratus, son of the rich and worthy Nicias, 
who perished at Syracuse, it was said that he Eucrat. 
inherited the aristocratical spirit; neither father vei. C02, 
nor son, by any one action or word, having ever a'supf * 
favored democracy. The able advice and power- 
ful eloquence of Antiphon had served so many 
individuals, while the free expenditure of 'his 
private fortune in public service, during the war, 
ba<l acquired him such reputation for public spirit, 
that he was in favor with all parties, tho his 
whole political conduct had been directed to pro- 
mote aristocracy. Leon of Salamis, amid the 
turbulence and crimes of his age and country, 
had been eminent for his blameless life. The 
monster Critias proposed to involve his master piat. apoi. 
Socrates in the odium of the execution of so j. 
excellent a man. A message from the Thirty 
required fte attendance of Sqcrates, with four 
others. Critias himself gave the order for them 
to ^ to Salamis, to apprehend Leon, and bring 
him to Athens. "This order, koowidg its purpose, 
and holding it contrary to law, Socrates disobeyed. 

The other four, less scrupulous or less courageous, 
performed it. To be jipprehended and to be 
condemned were nearly the same thing; and Leon, 
NiiforatuS^ and Antiphon, were all delivered to 
the executioner. ' 

Numerous as the executions of men of pro- 
perty had been, the confiscation insuing did not 
suffice to. supply the deficiencies of the public 

E 3 revenue, 
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CHAP, revenue, so curtailed by the event of the war, 

. and to furnish the rewards claimed by the forward 

/Xfnoph. adherents of the Thirty. Money was wanting to 
^3.’ !’. 15. pay the Lacedaemonian troops in the citadel. The 
metics were thought the best resource. Much 
of the commerce and manufactures of Athens 
was in their hands : many were wealthy ; and the 
oppression, which had been successfully dared 
against the first of the Athenians, might be ex- 
ercised, it was hoped, against aliens with less 
noise, and no hazard. * Some symptoms of dis- 
affection toward the ruling pourers were -made the 
pretence, and it was resolved to accuse eight of 
the richest, to whom, as a blind, were added two 
in indigent circumstances. 

L.v 8 .con. The orator Lysias, from whom we have the 
Eri.to»tii. of the order of metics, and among 

the sufferers. His father Cephalus, was a Syra- 
cusan, whom faction in his own city had driven 
to migrate, with a large fortune, to AttifJh, when 
the able administration of Pericles, in aU of wha! 
remained of Solon’s laws, made Attica the^nmst 
desirable residence in Greece. He had injojted 
the friendship of Pericles and of Socrates; and 
his house in Peiraeus is the suppe^d scene of 
those dialogues, so celebrated under the title of 
Pluto's Republic. Lysias had gone a boy to Italy, 
with the historian Herodotus, when, under »;Ae 
patronage of Pericles, the colony of Thutinm Was 
settled on the ruins of Sybaris. There he had 
lived above thirty years, when, by the defeat in 
Sicily, the Athenian interest in those parts was 
overthrown, and Thurium was no longer a safe 

residence 
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residence for men of property, who would not sect. 
accept, or could not obtain, Lacedaemonian pro- . - 

tection. Lysias, collecting whatever he could 
carry, returned to Athens ; where, in partnership 
with Polemarchus his brother, a manufactory of 
shields, in which above a hundred slaves were 
employed, still gave him affluence. 

Hewas,ashe relates, entertaining some strangers 
at supper, when some of the Tliirty entered, com- 
manded the guests to withdraw, and himself to 
i-emain tlieir prisoner. Committing him then to 
the, care of Peison, one of their number, tljey 
proceeded to take account of his effects, of which 
the slaves were a principal part. He, meanwhile, 
fearing for his life, tampered with his keeper; 
and, for a bribe of a talent, obtained a promise 
of safety : but to pay the money, being obliged 
to open a chest, in which were more than three 
talents in silver, above seven hundred pounds 
sterling, 'with Cyzicenes and Darics, the gold coins 
then most current in Greece'^, to the amount of 
near five hundred pounds more, Peison seized the 
whole. Remonstrance was vain, but the admoni- 
tion was salutaiy to Lysias. Watching opportunity, 
while the Thirty were still occupied in pillage, he 
found means to escape, and hastening to Peiraeus, 
proceeded thence by sea to Megara. His brother, 
Polemarchus, less provident or less fortunate, 
being carried to ffle common prison, without trial, 
in pursuance of a simple order fronv the Thirty, 

was 

*’ The Cyzicene, named from the city of Cyzices in the 
Propontis, was in value about a pound sterling ; the Diiric, 
a Persian coin, about fifteen shillings. 

E 3 
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was executed in the Athenian manner, by a draught 
of hemlock. Melobius, one of the Thirty, tore 
from his wife’s ears the golden rings she wore. 
All the property of both the brothers w'as confis- 
cated. The body of Polemarchus was not denied 
to his friends for burial ; it would have been boot- 
less impiety ; but clothes for it, solicited from 'his 
large wardrobe, and an apartment in one of three 
houses of the family, for the preparation of the 
funeral, were refused. 

Such are the circumstances related by Lysias 
himself. We shall recdve, the account with 
caution, as from an orator, famed for the talent 
of giving falsehood the air of truth, and, on this 
occasion, not meerly pleading a cause, but the 
cause of his own revenge, and avowing his pur- 
pose to inflame the multitude who were to judge 
it‘*. ’The testimony of Xenophon however seems 
to show that the whole detail might be nearly 
true'’. Had not the conduct of some of the 
Thirty been marked with peculiar atrocity in this 
transaction, had there not been something in it 

particulaiiy 

’Ofyfo'tiiri ftb, Sfutf h ifiJym. Which may be ex- 
pressed faithfully, tho paraphrasticolly, thus : Let the anger 
and indignation which you felt, when iiyurioasly driven iato 
banishment, now revive in your minds, 

** Demosthenes (or. in Androt. & or. con. Timocr.) has 
said that, under the tyranny of the Thirty, no naan w^teken 
from bis house. On this uie learned Markland, iq a note on 
the oration of Lysias against Eratosthenes, observes, ‘ that 

Lysias is rather to be telieved of what himself cacperienced ; 
‘ unless some distinction can be found.’ 'fhe distinction 
seems obvious : Demosthenes probably meant to speak only 
of citizens ; Lysias was not then a citizun. The matter is 
of consequence only that the faith of history be net unduly 
made questionable : more than enough will always remain 
uncertain. 
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particularly shocking to the general feelings and sect. 
prejudices of the Athenian people, Theramenes ^ 

would scarcely have taken up the proceedings 
against metics, rather than those against citizens, 
for the ground of increased vehemence in oppo- 
sition to his collegues. He now arraigned their Xenopli. 
conduct in a manner that gave them serious alarm; c. s.' i. ie. 
ft was evident that thehr safety and his were be- 
come incompatible, and they resolved that he 
should himself be the next prosecuted. 

The council of Judicature, tho thus far obse- 
quious to the views of the Thirty, was not yet 
duly prepared to be the instrument of their pur- 
pose against Theramenes. Nevertheless they 
determined to make it their instrument for his 
destruction. Some of the members they could 
command : they endevored to persuade some, to 
alarm others. Matters were arranged with those 
in whom they could best confide : the council 
M'as summoned : a bddy of men with concealed 
arms surrounded the hall : the Thirty attended, 
and Theramenes was in his place among them ; 
when Critias, rising, *in a set speech accused him •. i?. 
of meditated treason against the existing govern- 
ment. Stating no facts amounting to treason by 
any known law, he argued rather as a conspirator 
to his accomplices, than a public accuser before 
a court of justice ; contending, not on the ground 
of public law, but o( convenience only to the 
party, thtit the accused should be capitally con- 
demiMid. 

Theramenes, eloquent, and practised in those 
difficult and dangerous situations, which require, 

E 4 with 
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CHAP, with a firm mind, the readiest exertion of great 
> powers, adapted his defence ably to the existing 

circumstances. To have asserted, as before a 
just judicature, die right and the duty of a public 
man, in his place in council, to declare his opinion 
on public mutters (which almost alone had been 
imputed to him) he knew w'ould be at least 
useless, and perhaps injurious. He therefore 
addressed himself rather to the fears and feelings, 
than to the conscience and justice of his judges j 
Xenoph. and he so demonstrated the expediency of the 
c.L. 18,19. measures which he had always recommended, and 
not only the iniquity, but the danger of those 
pursued by Critias, that he disposed a majority 
of the council in his favor. 

The moment was critical. Critias was aware 
that his own ruin could now scarejy fail to follow 
the miscarriage of his purpose against Thera* 
menes. After short communication with the 
Thirty, he went out and directed his armed at- 
tendants to show themselves. Returning then, 
he addessed the council thus : ‘ I esteem it a 
$. 10 . ‘ duty of my station’ (he.^as president of.^tlie 

Thirty) ‘ to prevent those acting under me in the 
■ administration from being deceived and misled. 
‘ I shall therefore take upon myself to do what 
‘ the present emergency requires. The crowd, 

* at your doors, have declared they yvill not rest 

* under the acquittal of one, whose known pur- 
‘ pose is the overthrow of the oligarchy. In the 

* new code it is enacted, that the citizens of the 

* catalogue shall be liable to capital punishment, 

‘ only from the judgement of the council ; but 
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* over all others the authority of the Thirty is sect. 
‘ absolute. I therefore, confident of your una- . 

‘ nimous approbation, strike tlie name of Thera- 
‘ menes from the catalogue, and we, the Tliirty, 

‘ condemn him to death.’ 

To Athenians, familiar, under their democracy, 
with the most anomalous and tyrannical measures 
of government, these proceedings were not asto- 
nishing and shocking, as they would be among 
those accustomed to the better political order of 
modern Europe, and especially of England. No 
opposition was made to them, either among the 
Thirty or by the council. Theramenes saw that 
his destruction was resolved, and instantly had 
recourse to what alone seemed to afford a chance 
for safety. He spr^g to the altar (for, among xenoph. 
the Greeks, every council-hall had its altar) and ^3; *•, 
thence claimed the protection of a law so lately 
made, which Critias was proposing so grossly to 
violate. ‘ As for this altar,’ he said, ‘ I know 

* its sacredness will not protect me ; but 1 will 

* at least show that the impiety of those men is 
‘ equal to their iqjustice. Yet I cannot but won- 

* der that yon, councillors, men of rank and high 
' worth, will not assert' your own cause : for the 
‘ name of any. of you may be erased from the 
‘ catalogue with as litUe ceremony as mine.’ 

The herald of the Thirty had been dispatched 
to commai^' the^ attendance of those high officers 
of justice' called the Eleven, who were already 
gained te the views of Critias. They entered 
the council-iiall with their usual attendants, while 
Theramenes was still speaking from the altar. 

Critias 
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Critias immediately told them that Theramenes 
' — had been condemned to death according to law : 
and commanded them to do what in consequence 
became their duty. In vain Theramenes alleged 
illegality and impiety. The council, awed by 
those around the hall, now known to be armed, 
L;ji.or.con. was passive, while Satyrus, a man of ability, 

р. lw7&860. tersed in high office and leading situations, but 

w'hom Xenophon describes as the most profligate 
as well as the most daring of the Eleven, set the 
example for laying hands on Theramenes, dragged 
him from the altar, and hurried him away to the 
prison. Boldly, or perhaps incautiously, as the 
nearest way, he passed through the agora. The- 
ramenes, with exerted voice, endevored to excite 
the people in his favor. Exasperated by this, 
Xenoph. ‘ If you. Speak again,’ said Satyrus, ‘ I will 

с. s! 5. *1. ‘ make you groan.’ ‘ And had I said nothing,’ 

replied Theramenes, ‘ should I escape groaning ?’ 
The people, however, prepared to fear, and not 
M.T. Cic. resist, made no stir. In the prison, the deadly 
?Ti 40 being brought, Theramenes drank it with 

a serene countenance, and then, tinkling the re- 
vefsed cup (the Grecian’ custom at banquets, in 
passing the cup to another) as a remaining drop 
fell, ‘ This libation,’ he said, ‘ is for the worthy 
‘ Critias.’ ‘ Such particulars,' says the cotem- 
Xenoph. porary historian, ‘ are, I am aware of little 
t ^orth in themselves, yk whjit they prove of 

* Tlieramenes I think deserving adrairaikin, that 
‘ neither readiness nor pleasantry forsook him, 

* even with immediate dieiith impending.’ 
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SECTION 111. 

Farther Violences of the ThirUf : Measures of Thrasybulus 
against the Thirty: Feirccus (Kcitpkd by the Athenian 
Refugees under Thrasybulus: Death of Criiias: The 
Thirty deposed and a Supreme Council of Ten elected: 
Interference of Daetdaemon: The Athenian Democracy 
restored. 

The concurrent testimony of cotemporary writers sect. 
of different parties, assures us that, under the , 
democracy, after it became absolute, the prin* 
cipal road to the honors of the Athenian state 
Was through bribery to the people, in various ways 
administered. A military officer soliciting a Xenoph. 

® IVTciu Socr 

command, would to little purpose relate the lengtli 1 . 1. c. 4. 
and variety of his service, or the wounds he had 
received in it, if his competitor had been more 
magnificent in theatrical exhibitions. An orator T.,ys. avtikey, 
defending his client under criminal prosecution, p^isT,' 
considered the expences of that client for the 
people’s amusement of more importance to enu- 
merate than any military or naval merits; or if 
he was conducting a criminal prosecution, he 
would not omit to detail the theatrical exhibitions 
with which his own family had entertained the 
people, in the hope, by so recommending him- 
self, the more efficaciously to urge the condem- 
nation of his «»emy. Under every view then of 
the circumstances, it will appear evident that 
bribery, high bribery, would be absolutely neces- 
sary to the Thirty, for keeping the Threethousand 
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CHAP, of their catalogue firm to their party. To mark, 
on all occasions, the most pointed partiality for 
them, to give them the most decided preeminence, 
and, on the other hand, to take the strongest pre- 
cautions against those not of the* catalogue, was 
indispensable. But the necessity of bribing high 
would carry with it the necessity of increased 
violences, and new crimes. The death of Thera- 
menes had been a preparatory step. That able 
leader being removed, measures the most violent 
and injurious against the multitude, already de- 
prived of arms, were no longer scrupled. Lands 
and country-houses were seized for the benefit 
of the Thirty and their adherents, and shortly an 
order was issued for all not of the catalogue to 
T«i. ?r6. quit Athens. The greater part took refuge in 
Peiraeus ; but the jealousy of their oppressors did 
not allow them to remain long there. Fortunately 
the ruling party in the neighboring city of Me- 
gara, being democratical, was fiiendly to their 
cause ; and some revolution, of which no satis- 
factory account remains, had so altered things in 
the larger and more powerful city of Thebes, long 
the most virulent enemy of democracy and of 
Athens, that there also a disposition favorable to 
them prevailed. Thebes, accordingly, and Me- 
gara, became crowded with Athenian fugitives.*® 

Among 


** If, in pursuing the course of Athenian affairs, the reader 
carries in his recollection the progress of the French revo- 
lution, he cannot fail to be struck with the many points of 
resemblance between the proceedings of the Thirty In Athens, 
with its Council of Judicature, and of the Committee of 
Public Welfare, in Paris, with its Revolutionary Tribunal ; 
and the consideration is not unimportant to Grecian history, 

inasmuch 
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Among those whom the tyranny of the Thirty sect. 
had early driven to seek safety in banishment, > - 

was Thrasybulus son of Lycus, already known 
for so many important services to his country, c.4. ». ». 
Thrasybulus, residing in Boeotia, was rather 
watching for movements within Athens favorable 
to his views, than hoping to see a multitude 
driven to join him in exile, such as might form a 
force sufficient to assail the tyrants from without. 

Quickly he decided his plan. It was toward 
midwinter, and scarcely six months after the esta* 

blishment 


inasmuch as it restores evident^ probability to the accounts 
of enormities which, however well attested, the desuetude of 
modern times, in the order of things established in even the 
worst of European governments, had rendered, till new ex- 
ample arose, almost incredible* And here the similitude 
between what in &^ce is called democracy, and what in 
Greece was esteenSd an oligarchy, will become striking. 
Their character, as it stands marked by their conduct, has 
hai dly a difference ; and thus it may appear that, with allow- 
ance for that latitude of expression which poetry may claim, 
Pope is right where he has said, 

For forms of government let fools contest; 

Whatever is best administer’d is best. 

I'he phrase, indeed, without a comment, is hazardous, yet it 
may be creditably explained thus : ‘ The form of a govern- 
‘ ment, merely as it gives a claim to this or that title, de- 
‘ mocracy, aristocracy, nioiiarcliy, signifies little. That is 
^ really the best government, which is so constituted, in what- 
* ever form, as most to insure a just administration/ But 
this cannot he absolute monarchy ; for there all must depend 
upon the accidental character of the reigning prince : it can- 
not be democracy; for there the popular passion, which 
interested demagogues may in the moment excite, or the 
exertions, not even of the most numerous, but of the most 
turbulent and least scrupulous party, will decid# every thing: 
it cannot be oligarchy, or what is vulgarly called aristocracy ; 
for there a part of the people has an interest separate from 
the rest: it can only be a government so mixed Jind ba- 
lanced, that it may have strength to restrain popular folly 
and popular injustice, without being strong enough to support 
its own injustice or folly. 
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*^X3a** blishment of the Thirty, when with only about 
seventy heavy-armed, he seized Phyle, an Attic 
fortress near the Boeotian border. 

Such an enterprize might bear, on first view, 
the appearance of imprudent haste and rash ad- 
venture. It gave little alarm to the Thirty, who 
trusted that they could easily prevent depredation 
on the neighboring lands, w'hich alone they 
thought threatened, by marching immediately 
against the little garrison. Phyle was scarcely 
more than twelve miles from Athens. Reaching 
it therefore early in the day, they directly led 
their forces to assault, but with the ill success 
which, in that age, so commonly attended the 
attack of walls. In their hurry, for so small a 
distance, and against an enemy supposed little 
able to resist them, they had cihitted to bring 
Xenopii. tents and camp-equipage. Nevertheless the wea- 
ther being, for the season, fine, tho among the 
highlands, they resolved to remain before the place 
and immediately begin a contravallation. That 
same night a heavy fall of snow so distressed 
them, that next morning they withdrew hastily 
to Athens ; and with so little conduct, that much 
of their ba^age was taken by the activity of the 
pursuing enemy. 

Had Thrasybulus assembled a numerous body 
for his outset, it might have excited an alarm 
ruinous to his purpose ; and unless he could im- 
mediately liave struck some great blow, subsist- 
ence would probably have failed him. But the 
season favored enterprize with a small force. It 
was not easy to keep tlie field with a large one 

against 
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against him ; and in midwinter the Lacedaemo- sect. 
nians would not, for a light cause, send troops . - 

from Peloponnesus. The Thirty, even after their 
miscarriage against Phyle, seem to have appre- 
hended nothing from its garrison beyond excursion 
for plunder. To obviate this they sent the greater 
part of their Lacedaemonian troops, with a body 
of their own horse, to a station near the place. 

But the credit of success having inabled Thrasy- 
bulus to increase his forces, he marched with 
seven hundred heavy-armed, surprised the camp 
of the Thirty at daybreak, killed a hundred and 
twenty of their heavy-armed, and put the rest to 
flight. 

This unexpected stroke produced an effect on 
the minds of men far overproporlioned to its real 
importance. The partizans of the Tliirty were Xenoph. 
so alarmed, that the tyrants themselves doubted 4’ l\ 
if they could be safe, even in Athens, till assistance 
might be obtained from Lacedajmon. Their 
resources then, in beginning distress, were con- 
genial to their measures for the establishment of 
power. Should they, by any train of misfortunes, 
be reduced to quit Athens, Eleusis would be the 
most desirable refuge. It was, next to the capital, 
the largest town of Attica, favorably situated for 
receiving succour from Peloponnesus, and forti- 
fied ; but many of the inhabitants were disaffected. 

This inconvenience therefore they resolved to ob- 
viate ; and the cavalry, whom they considered as 
the most trustworthy of their troops, were the 
instruments chosen for the occasion. For the 
equestrian order, composed of the wealthiest 

families 
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CHAP, families of the commonwealth, having been com- 
. ■ mon sufferers from the oppression of popular 

Equit*’*'' •■ejoiced in the prospect of an improve- 

ment of their condition by an alteration of the 
constitution. Thus predisposed to the Thirty, it 
had been the policy of those insidious tyiants 
to court that order, and they had succeeded in 
holding the largest part attached to their cause. 

At the head of the cavalry therefore, Critias 
went to Eleusis. All the Eleusinian people, of 
age to bear arms, were summoned, under pretence 
of a muster, for ascertaining their strength as a 
garrison for their town. Every man, as his name 
was inrolled, was ordered to go through the gate 
leading to the shore. Without the wall the 
Athenian cavalry were posted, with some of the 
Thirty attending. These indicated the suspected, 
as they passed singly, and the servants of the 
cavalry (for a Grecian trooper was always attended 
by one or more servants afoot) seized and bound 
them. The scrutiny being completed, they were 
immediately marched away to Athens, and deli- 
vered into the custody of the Eleven. 

These unfortunate men, together with some 
who, for the same crime of suspected disaffection, 
had been brought from Salamis, were sufficiently 
at the mercy of Critias and his associates. But 
an infernal policy dictated farther ceremony. To 
strengthen the tie between himself and his chosen 
Threethousand, Critias w'ould make these his ac- 
complices in every crime, and sharers in the con- 
sequent enmity and abhorrence of men. On the 
following day ther^ore the Threethousand of the 

catalogue. 
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catalogue, together with the cavalry, were assein- sect. 
bled in that splendid edifice, raised for far other . 
purposes by the taste and magnificence of Pericles, 
the Odeion or music-tlieater ; and, lest all should 
not be sufficiently zealous in the cause, or suffi- 
ciently obsequious to the Thirty, the Laceda;mo- 
nian garrison attended. Critias, according to the 
cotemporary historian, » addressed the Athenians 
in these extraordinary terms: ‘ In the government 
‘ which we have been establishing, your interest has 
‘ been considered equally with our own. Sharing 
‘ therefore its advantages, you will not refuse' to 
‘ share with us its dangers. Your common voice 
‘ must ratify an order for the execution of the 
‘ prisoners yesterday brought hither; that your 
‘ security and your peril may rest on the same 
‘ foundation with ours.’ Suffrages were given by 
ballot, as under the democracy ; but openly, that 
it might be seen if any were untrue to the cause ; 
and the prisoners from Eleusis and Salamis, toge- 
ther about three hundred, were all condemned 
together by one vote. And among the Athenians, 
says the cotemporary historian, there were some 
so intent upon the acquisition of wealth and power 
as to be even gratified with these proceedings. 

It was not long after this massacre, so ineffectual Xenopi. 
was the horrid policy of Critias to secure his c.V».7! 
command over Attica, that Thrasybulus, with 
about a thousand heavy-armed, marching by 
night, entered the town of Peiraeus, open since it 
was dismantled by the Lacedaemonians, and took 
possession of it without opposition. The Thirty 
led their whole force to attack him. The extent 

of 
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c 11 /V p. of Peiraeus being too great for his scanty numbers 
. XXI. tQ defend, he moved to the adjoining suburb of 
* Xciioph. Munychia, which afforded also more advantageous 
<,.4 !s.o. ground. The Thirty did not delay their assault. 

Next to victory, death in battle was certainly the 
most desirable lot for Critias ; and he was for- 
»• js. tunate enough, beyond his desert, to obtain it. 
Hippomachus, another of the Thirty, was also 
killed. Hardly more than seventy of their fol- 
lowers had fallen, when the rest fled, and the 
victory of Thrasybulus was complete. His troops 
carried off the arms of the dead ; but their clothes, 
a common object of plunder among the Greeks, 
were, in pious respect for deceased fellowcitizens, 
left untouched. 

When the pursuit ceased, a truce for burial of 
the slain, was, in the usual form, solicited by the 
defeated and granted by the conquerors. Oppor- 
tunity to communicate being thus open, numbers 
13. from both sides assembled in conversation. Among 
those from Peirasus was Cleocritus, herald of the 
mysteries, a man respected for his birth, connec- 
tions, and abilities, as well as for the sacred office 
which he bore, and, what was particularly advan- 
tageous on the present occasion, indowed by nature 
with a voice singularly capable of prevailing over 
the murmur of talking numbers. Having pro- 
cured silence, he addressed the throng in a con- 
ciliatoiy speech, in which, professing for himself 
and his party every disposition to friendly union 
with the Threethougand, he imputed to the Thirty 
alone the eyils suffered on both sides. ‘ The 
* Thirty,’ he said, ‘ only to gratify an inordinate 

‘ thirst 
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‘ thirst of wealth and power, had destroyed as sect. 
‘ many Athenian citizens in eight months as all the . 

* Peloponnesians in ten years ; and, when no 
‘ obstacle existed to prevent their establishing a 
‘ good government in peace, they had forced on 
‘ this most shameful, cruel, wicked, and, to gods 
‘ and men, hateful civil war. For himself and 
‘ those with whom he acted, he protested that 
‘ the death of those misled men, whose obsequies 
‘ were about to be performed, was a subject of 
‘ sincere grief not less than to their ow'n [)arty.’ 

This speech, gaining anxious attention from the Xenopl). 
Many, alarmed their chiefs, who sedulously hurried 4. 5! Ji, 
them away. Next "day the Thirty, for that re- 
mained their title, met, and, with faded hopes, 
consulted concerning their affairs, while the Three- 
thousand were in altercation, in various parts of 
the town ; those who had been forward in the 
late violences, urging opposition to the utmost 
against Thrasybulus and his adherents, w hile those 
who thought themselves less personally obnoxious 
insisted on the necessity of an accommodation ; 
unreservedly declaring they w’ould no longer obey 
the Thirty, to their own destruction and that 
of the commonwealth.. The result of the con- «. 15. 


tention was a resolution, passed in the form of 
a decree, by which the Thirty were deposed, and 
a council of Ten was appointed in their room, Ljs. con. 
one from every ward, for the express purpose of '' 
negotiating an accommodation with those in 
Peirmus. Neither was resistance attempted by 
the fallen tyrants, nor violence used against them. 

Two of th^r number, Eratosthenes and Pheidon, 
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c HAP. were elected of the Ten ; the others, weak as cruel, 
> ■ and neglected as worthless, retired to Elcusis. 

Ly». ibid. Opposition to Critias had recommended Eratos- 
thenes and Pheidon to the choice of the Three- 
thousand, and a disposition adverse to the Thirty 
was also the supposed merit of their new col- 
logues. But no sooner were the Ten vested 
with the supreme authority than they betrayed 
the trust. Appointed for the express purpose 
of negotiation with Thrasybulus, they resolved 
not to do what would presently reduce them to 
Xcnojiii. the general level of Athenian citizens. To this 
c. 3. s’ii determination they were perhaps instigated, bat 
at least they were warmly "supported in it, by 
Lysimachus, general of the cavalry, a most vehe- 
ment enemy of democracy. The cavalry were 
almost universally disposed to the sentiments of 
their chief, and, a large proportion of the Three- 
thousand being found still well inclined to the 
cause, the resolution was taken to oppose Thra- 
sybulus, to maintain oligarchy, and, in reliance 
on support from Lacedajmon, to exert themselve.s 
for the present in defensive measures. The 
Threethousand being however far from unanimous, 
the cavalry took on themselves the principal care, 
both of preserving peace within the city, and giving 
security against the enemy without. The whole 
body constantly slept in the Odeion, with their 
horses at hand bridled, and their spears by them, 
that they might act instantly, as emergencies might 
require, either as cavalry or infantry ; for beside 
unceasing apprehension of sedition within the city, 
attack from Peira;us was hourly expected. 

Meanwhile 



CIVIL WAR. 


<>9 

Meanwhile eitizens, metics, and former inha- sect, 
bitants of Athens of all denominations, who had ■ 
lied from the tyranny of the Thirty, allured by HeKTs. 
tlie fame of the successes of Thrasybulus, flocked =■ ’ i** 

to join him. The greater part, disarmed, as we 
have already seen, by the policy of Critias, brought 
only their personal ability and zeal in the cause : 
but all were sedulous in providing themselves to 
the best of their skill and means ; some making 
shields of wood, some of wicker ; and, whether 
meerly for uniformity and distinction, or that no 
visible weakness of the material might incourage 
the enemy, they whitened all. Fellowship in ad- 
versity, and unity of object under one able leader, 
promoted concord among them. About the tenth 
day from their first occupying Peirasus, in general 
assembly they solemnly pledged themselves to 
fidelity in the common cause, and then came to 
a liberal resolution, that the rights of citizenship 
should be common to all, even foreiners having 
right of hospitality, who should faithfully do the 
duty of soldiers, in the war in which they were 
ingaged for the recovery of their country. They 
were now strong in heavy-armed ; their light- 
armed were still more numerous, and they had 
about seventy horse. They commanded the 
country, so that they were at no loss for pro- 
visions, and it was resolved, with general appro- c. 4. s. is. 
bation, to besiege the city. 

Tho the transient reign and hasty downfal of 
the Thirty mighty on a first glance, give to suppose 
that their projects were as unaccountably rash 
and imprudent as grossly nefarious, yet they were, 
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Chat, in reality, not so lightly founded. Critias had 
. . proposed, not to establish an independent domi- 

nion, but only to be lord of Attica, under the 
sovereinty of Lacedaemon ; and he confided in 
the Threethousand heavy-armed of his catalogue, 
together Avith the greatest part of the Athenian 
cavalry, who were wann in his cause, only as 
force sufficient in emergencies, till support from 
Laceda'mon might be obtained. Attica, divided 
among three or four thousand families, would 
afford every man a maintenance. Every Athenian 
thus, like every Lacedsemonian, would be a 
gentleman ; all tlie offices perfornffed among the 
modern European nations by the lower classes of 
freemen, being supplied by slaves. An extra- 
ordinary concurrence of favoring incidents, with 
bold and well concerted enterprize, had shaken 
this system almost in the outset. But, tho Critias 
himself had fallen, and the people under him 
were ready for a revolution, yet his successors in 
poAver, who had been his opponents in council, 
found his plan so far inviting, that they adopted 
it almost intircly ; while his opponents in arms, 
almost grasping the object of their wishes, were 
still very far from any clear prospect of obtaining 
permanent possession of it. 

Thrasybulus had Indeed so chosen his season, 
so avoided to excite alarm, w'as so rapid in his 
measures, and so favored by contingencies, that 
the revolution was on the point of taking place, 
before his opponents began to think any addition 
Xenopii. to their own strength wanting. At length nearly 
c.il' 19. at the same time, from the Thirty in Eleusis, and 
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trom the Ten, in the name of the Threethousand, sect, 
in Athens, ministers reached Lacedaemon. But ^ 
with a government ill-formed for extensive domi- 
nion, Lacedaemon itself was at this time divided 
by faction. The support of oligarchy, however, 
was necessary to the existence of Lacedeemonian 
influence, in any forein state, and all the standing 
princij)les of Spartan policy would urge it. The 
powerful interest of Lysander therefore, whose 
credit was deeply concerned in the maintenance 
of the Lacedaemonian authority in Athens, suf- 
ficed to obtain for him the appointment of com- 
mander-in-chief in Attica, with the title of har- 
most, and for Libys, his brother, the command of 
a squadron to cooperate with him. He desired 
no Lacedaemonian land-force, but he procured a 
loan from the treasury to the Athenian state, of Xenopi, 
a hundred talents, for paying troops, which he c. 4! 5.19. 
could easily hire among the other states of Pelo- 
ponnesus. He passed immediately to Eleusis, Ljs. Iiocr 
where he was soon joined by his mercenaries, and 
he prepared to blockade Peiraeus by land and sea. 

These were circumstances to which the Ten, 
from their first appointment, had looked forward ; 
and the hopes of their party now became high 
again, while inevitable ruin seemed to threaten 
Thrasybulus and his followers. Certainly no Xcu. ibni. 
exertion of prudence and bravery, on their part, 
could inable their scanty number and deficient 
resources to withstand the power of Lacedaemon. 

But the state of parties in Lacedaemon itself, not 
likely to have been totally unknown to Thrasybulus, 

y 4 was 
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CHAP, was probably among the incouragements to 
. . his euterprize : and indeed it seems more than 

possible that he had communication there, and 
reasonable dependence upon intrigue favorable 
to his views. Xenophon has apparently not said 
all that he knew or thought upon the subject ; 
certainly he has not explained all that appears 
mysterious in it ; and tho he generally writes 
freely, yet this is not the only occasion upon which 
he appears to have carefully avoided declaring 
what might involve the safety or the character of 
persons living when he wrote. The facts how- 
ever, which were of public notoriety then, are not 
Xfnoph. dubious now. Pausanias, the reigning king of 
r. 4. 6.20. the Eurystheneid family, was of the party that 
envied or feared the power and influence of Ly- 
sander. But the ephoralty was the hinge on 
which the politics of Lacedaemon turned : what- 
ever party could obtain a majority of the five 
ephors, commanded the administration for the 
year. The expectation that Lysander would 
make Attica, according to Xenophon’s expression, 
his own, gave much uneasiness. An exertion was 
therefore made by the king’s party; and, three of 
the ephor’s favoring, a decree of the general as- 
sembly was procured, which, without taking from 
Lysander the particular command, so lately con- 
ferred upon him, put the supreme direction of the 
business into the king’s hands. It was resolved 
that the affair was important enough to require 
that the allies should be summoned. The general 
assembly then directed, that a Lacedaemonian 

army 
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army should march, that Pausanias should com- 
mand, and that two of the ephors should attend 
him, as his council. 

In pursuance of these resolutions, taken in the 
absence of Lysander, the contingent of forces 
was required from all the allies. The Boeotians 
and Corinthians, already jealous of Lacedaemon, 
found pretences to disobey ; but all the other 
allies sent their proportions of troops, and Pau- 
sanias led a very powerful army into Attica. 
Lysander, with due submission to legal authority, 
joined him, and they incamped together in the 
plain called Halipedon, the seaside plain, before 
Peiraeus. A message was immediately sent to 
Thrasybulus, requiring his followers to disperse. 
To this obedience was refused, and then Pausa- 
nias led his troops to an assault upon the place. 
He had however no intention that it should suc- 
ceed, and of course it was ineffectual. Next 
day he examined the ground about the port, with 
the pretended purpose of forming a contraval- 
lation. His escort, consisting of Lacedaemonian 
infantry and Athenian cavalry, being molested by 
the enemy’s light-armed, he ordered the cavalry 
to charge. The irregulars fled, and the cavalry, 
killing some, pursued as far as the theater in 
Peiraeus, where they were met and checked by 
targeteers and heavy-armed. The Lacedemo- 
nians following to support the Athenian horse, 
were so annoyed by the missile weapons of the 
targeteers, that they were compelled to retreat 
with loss, and two polemarcs were among the 
killed. Thrasybulus then led on the whole of his 
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heavy-armed, and Pausanias not without difficulty 
reached a hill, at the distance of half a mile, 
where he could defend himself while he sent for 
support. Having collected his forces, and formed 
his phalanx in very deep order, he drove back the 
enemy, with some slaughter, raised his trophy, 
and withdrew to his camp. 

This action, critical as it had been, very exactly 
answered the end of' Pausanias. lie was anxious 
to establish the opinion of his serious desire to 
reduce the democratical Athenians by arms, 
w'hile he carried his reiil purposes by secret nego- 
tiation. Quitting therefore his situation before 
Peirajus, he incamped under the walls of Athens, 
taking his own quarters in the celebrated Acade- 
mia. He had probably, not less than Lysander, 
his view to a commanding influence in Attica. He 
was connected by hereditary hospitality with the 
family of NiciaSj of which the chief, Niceratus, 
the unfortunate son of the unfortunate general, 
had perished, as we have seen, under the Thirty. 
Pausanias, having communicated Avith the survi- 
vors of the family, directed them to come to him, 
numerously attended by their party, to give 
weight to a declaration of their wish for an 
accommodation with their fellow-countrymen in 
Peirseus. At the same time he invited Thrasy- 
bulus to send commissioners to treat with him, 
and intimated the terms which those commis- 
sioners should propose. He was readily obeyed 
by ' both ; and with the advice and concurrent 
authority of the two ephors, his council, he gave 
passports for the commissioners from Peirmus, 

and 
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and for Cephisophon and Melitus*', as repre- sect. 
sentatives of the moderate in Athens, to proceed . 
to LacedaRmon. 

llie Ten and their associates were alarmed at xenopii. 
these missions. Their general assembly was sum- c. i. s. 2 t 
moned, and they procured a decree for sending 
ministers to Lacedaemon, on the part of the 
c.xisting government of Athens. Ly these they 
urged, ‘ That as they had voluntarily placed 
‘ their city and themselves under the protection, 

‘ and to be disposed of at the pleasure, of the 
‘ Lacedaemonians, nothing less ought to be re- s. es. 

‘ quired of those, who now held Munychia and 
‘.Peineus, than an unconditional surrender.’ All 
the parties however were temperately heard by 
the ephors and the Spartan assembly ; whose 
insuing decree directed ‘ That fifteen commis- 
‘ sioners should be appointed, in conjunction 
‘ with the king Pausanias, to settle with the 
‘ strictest impartiality and equity, the differences 
‘ existing among the Athenian people.’ 

This resolution, generous, we should wish to 
consider it, tho evidently in no small degree a 
party measure, appears however to have been 
faithfully and liberally executed. All Athenians 
of all parties, the Thirty, and some few who had 
acted in the most invidioits offices under them, 
only excepted, were restored to their rights as 
Athenian citizens**, an oath only being required s. S9. 

of 

" Perhaps father of the accuser of Socrates, who was 
Melitus son of Melitus. 

” Even the Thirty, the Eleven, and the Ten, were not to 
be denied those rights, provided they would abide a judicial 
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of them, to keep the peace and be true to a uni- 
j versal amnesty. Humanity perhaps and prudence 
demanded the exception, as not less necessary to 
the safety of the excepted than to the general 
quiet. Eleusis was given them for their resi- 
dence, and to be also the refuge of all who, with 
them, might fear to live under the restored com- 
monwealth. Matters being so far settled, Pau- 
sanias led away the whole of the Peloponnesian 
forces, leaving the Athenians of the city at per- 
fect liberty with regard to their future civil 
government. 

The retreat of the Lacedmmonian army was 
£ the signal for Thrasybulus and his followers to 
march to Athens. In solemn procession, like the 
Roman triumph, they ascended into the citadel, 
and in their arms offered a thanksgiving sacrifice 
to Minerva. A general assembly was then held, 
to give the sanction of the popular will to the 
measures which the circumstances might require. 

1 Phormisius, tho one of the army from Peiraeus, 
proposed that landowners only should have votes 
in the general assembly, and be competent for 
magistracy. The more prudent Thrasybulus saw 
that, tho the evils of the old government were 
great, this was not the proper remedy ; nor would 
the times have borne it. More than five thou- 
sand citizens would so have been deprived of the 
privileges to which, under the old constitution, 
they were entitled; and would of' consequence 
have sunk into a condition of little more security 

for 
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for person and property than slaves. For so it sect. 
was, in the w’ant of any just idea of balanced . 
government among the Greeks, that portion of 
the people which held the sovereiii power was 
des{)otic, and the rest were their subjects, more 
depressed than the subjects of any single despot 
easily can l)e. In addressing the assembly there- 
fore, after some expostulation to the oligarchal 
party, Thrasybulus strongly recommendetl, to the 
democratical, peaceful behavior, and the strictest 
observance of the oath of amnesty just taken. 

Stating then the inexpediency of risking new 
troubles, by attempting, at such a season, any in- 
novation, he recommended the complete restora- 
tion of the constitution, as it stood before the 
appointment *of the Thirty. The assembly 
decreed as he advised : all the magistracies were 
filled in regular form, and the government resumed 
its antient course. 

Thus, by a series of conduct, as wise and mo- 
derate in civil business as able and daring in 
military, the latter a common merit among the 
Greeks, but the former very uncommon, Thrasy- 
bulus injoyed the satisfaction while he lived, and 
through succeeding ages has had the glory, of 
being the restorer of the Athenian commonw'ealth, 
the second founder of Athens. Attica however 
was not yet united under one government : it was 
divided between a democratical republic, of which 
Athens, and an oligarchal, of which Eleusis, was 
the capital ; an arrangement suiting the policy of 
Lacedasmon, as it facilitated the means of holding 
all in subjection. These means, nevertheless, 

were 
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CHAP, were neglected. As the Lacedtemonians wrote 
, ■ no books, and foreiners had little access to their 

city, we are very deficiently informed of their do- 
mestic affairs. They seem however to have been 
at this time so warm in faction, the party of 
Pausanias overbearing, but hardly overbearing, 
that of Lysander, that they had little leisure for 
interfering in the affairs of neighboring states. 
.C.402. Meanwhile the people of Athens were alarmed 
'■ ^ with information, that those in Eleusis were 

Xenopii. ingaging mercenary troops. The vehemence of 
c? 4. s! si), jealousy, natural to those who had so lately been 
suffering the evils of exile, and who expected no 
alternative but death or expatriation from the suc- 
cess of the supposed design, instantly possessed 
the jjublic mind.' The service of all able to bear 
arms was strictly required, and tire whole strength 
of the city marched. The leaders in Eleusis, 
whose purpose seems to have been but suspected, 
trusting themselves to a conference, were mas- 
sacred ; but fortunately, so moderate was the 
popular fury, or such the influence of the chiefs 
to restrain it, perjury and bloodshed went no far- 
ther. Proposals of peace and complete amnesty 
were offered and accepted, and the refugees, 
mostly of the noblest and wealthiest families of 
Attica, were restored to the rights of Athenian 
citizens. The multitude, who had the power in 
their hands, as the cotemporary historian, not 
their partial friend, observes, remained faithful 
to their oaths, ‘ and the government,’ he con- 
tinues, * is still earned on with harmony between 
‘ them.’ Thus at length, the Athenian common- 
wealth 
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wealth was completely restored, and all Attica sect. 
reunited as its territory. . , 

In the accounts remaining of these vicissitudes 
in the affairs of Athens, no mention occurs of 
Alcibiades : after his ineffectual interference to 
prevent the defeat of Aigospotami, he is not even 
named by the cotemporary historian. His fate, 
nevertheless, as it may best be gathered from im- 
perfect accounts of later writers, is altogether too 
interesting not to require notice. 

Alcibiades seems to have possessed, in the 
Thracian Chersonese, a large estate, even a 
princely command, and extensive influence; the 
estate apparently inherited from his ancestors ; for 
avarice, and that low dishonesty which has the 
accumulation of wealth for it# object, were not 
among his vices. When he was a second time 
driven, from the head of his country’s forces, to 
seek safety in exile, his property, in the expectation Ly.s- pro 
of a great booty for the treasury, was strictly p. 054. 
inquired after, and private interest, as we have 
seen, made such inquiries at Athens very severe. 

Hut tho, in issues from the treasury and collections 
from tributary states, the public money which had 
come into his hands very greatly exceeded what 
had ever fallen within the power of any former 
Athenian general, it was found that he had not 
used the opportunity for private profit. 

In exile therefore, and after the overthrow of 
his country, with the consideration arising from 
property and power, Alcibiades injoyed that which 
extraordinary abilities and magnanimous disin- 
terestedness, 
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CHAP, terestedaess, displayed in great commands, would 
. add. But as it often happens, in human affairs, 
that circumstances apparently most advantageous 
and desirable lead to misfortune, so the very 
credit of Alcibiades was the occasion that, tho in 
exile, the overthrow of his country involved his 
ruin. Athens was thought not in secure obedience 
to the Thirty or to Lacedaemon while Alcibiades 
lived ; and, the authority or influence of that so- 
verein state pervading all the Clrecian settlements, 
it W'as difficult to find a residence where he could 
be safe. Perhaps indeed his disposition too little 
allowed him to rest in quiet security. Finding 
himself however threatened on his estate in the 
Chersonese, he passed over into Bithynia. He 
had some confidence in the friendship, as well as 
in the tried honor,* of the satrap of that country, 
Pharnabazus. But little contented with safety 
there, he conceived projects, not simply for re- 
storing himself to his country, but for restorioghis 
country to its former preeminence in Greece. Ilis 
hopes were excited, and his views directed, by the 
well-knon ii success of Themistocles at the Persian 
court; and, under the protection and with the 
recommendation of Pharnabazus, he proposed to 
go to Susa. Arrangements seem to have been in 
some forwardness for his purpose, when, in his 
residence in Bithynia, he w'as attacked by an 
armed multitude, whose provocation or whose 
instigators are not certainly indicated. Pharna* 
bazus, the Lacedsemonians, and his own passions 
have all been accused ; but the many well-attested 
proofs of the satrap’s integrity, magnanimity, and 

honor, 
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honor, seemingly should exculpate him. The 
assailants, an armed multitude against a few do- 
mestics, feared to enter the house, but they set 
fire to it. Alcibiades then sallying sword in hand, 
none dared await his assault; but, from a dis^ 
tance, he was overwhelmed by a shower of darts 
and arrows- Nearly thus, according to all remain- 
ing accounts, fell that extraordinary man, before 
he had reached his fortieth year. 
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CHAPTER xxn. 

Illustrations, from the Orators and Philosophers, 
of the Civil Histoky of Athens, and the 
Condition of the Athenian People, between the 
Ages of Pericles and Demosthenes; with a 
summary View of the Rise of Philosophy and 
Literature in Greece, 


SECTION I. 

Short political quiet at Athens. Transcription of SoUm^s 
Laws. Violence of Party-strife renewed: Sycophancy 
revived: Rise of the Rhetoricians. Prosecutions — of the 
Son of Alcibiades ; of the Nephews if Nicias ; <f a Citizen, 
supposed to have appropriated Property forfeited to the 
Conmonwealtk'; of those who prosecuted the Assassins of 
Phrynichus; of a Citizen, for grubbing the Stump of ^ 
sacred Olive-tree. 

CHAP. /^N the conclusion of the Peloponnesian war, 
there followed a suspension rather of the 
usual turbulence throughout Greece, than what, in 
modern Europe, would be esteemed a political 
calm ; Attica only remaining, as we have seen, 
for some time, violently agitated. The state of 
the rest of the country, under the undisputed 
supremacy of Lacedaemon, tho not particularly 
described by any antient author, we shall gather 
from circumstances hereafter occurring to notice. 
Of the state of Athens, after the restoration of 
democracy, which Xenophon's short eulogy might 

give 
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give a modern reader to suppose all concord, Iran- sect. 
quillity, and happiness, we have from the cotem- ' — J — 
porary orators and philosophers large information. 

Hence indeed we derive almost all that we learn 
of Athenian history, and no uninstructivfe portion 
of it, till Athens became again implicated in the 
troubles which anew involved all Greece ; amid 
which she so recovered strength and importance as 
again to take a leading part in them. 

It is a strong testimony to the merit of Solon’s 
laws, that, in all revolutions of the Athenian 
government, they never ceased to be highly re- 
spected. The legislative and executive powers, 
never well defined in any antient government, 
might receive changes, the judicial might pass to 
new U'ibunals; but no innovating demagogue 
dared make a direct attack upon Solon’s legal 
system. Neverthdess there existed, for some 
ages, only one complete copy of his laws, which 
was kept with great care in the citadel, where all 
might have access to it, and transcribe any parts 
that were particularly wanted. Among the vio- 
lent internal troubles, preceding the conclusion of 
the Peloponnesian war, it seems to have been a 
measure of the better-minded men, for restoring 
the most valuable part of the old constitution, and 
providing new security for civil order, to procure 
a decree for a second copy of the whole code for 
public use. ITie important business, of making 
or superintending the transcription, was committed 
to Nicmnachus, a man of rank, connected with 
the oligarchal party; and it was expected that the 
work should be completed in four months. But 

G 2 
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CHAP, new troubles within, the pressure of an enemy 
. . without, and at length the capture of the city, 

interfered. Meanwhile Nicomachus, and those 
connected with him, found themselves possessed 
of power which they were unwilling to resign. 
Lt». adv. Litigants and others, who wanted copies of any 
i«.'839.' particular laws, could have them only through 
Nicomachus- The transcription of parts, for 
private purposes, unavoidably interrupted that ol 
the whole for public use: and thus, independently 
of the political troubles, arose a pretence for delay, 
which would require reasonable allowance, while 
the extent of reasonable allowance, under these 
circumstances, could scarcely by any measure be 
estimated; and thus six years passed before the 
complete copy was delivered for public use. 

Amid the disorders of conquest and revolution, 
meanwhile, circumstances, how far really injurious 
cannot be known, subjected the code however to 
suspicions, not to be completely obviated. Nico- 
machus was much connected withSatyrus, whom we 
Ch.8i.s.i. have seen distinguishinghimself, among the Eleven, 
ofibii Hist, zealous minister of the violences of the Thirty 
Tyrants. Nicomachus and Satyrus had before 
been together among the leaders the oligarchal 
party, in opposition to Cleophon. They , together 
joined the party of Critias ; and thus, when, by the 
death of Theramenes, opposition to that party was 
quelled, the code of Solon was at its mercy. 

Nevertheless, if w’e put together all that remains 
on the subject, it appears not likely that the code 
.was very essentially injured. Lysias, as an ad- 
vocate by profession, must himself have had a 

general 
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general knowledge of the laws, and he could not 
want opportunity for learning the opinions of the 
best informed about them; yet, when, in con- 
ducting the prosecution afterward instituted against 
Nicomachus, it was most his object to point out 
what had been destroyed or interpolated, he 
seems to have been unable even to name anything 
very material, except that forgery which he affirms 
to have occasioned the condemnation of Cleophon. 

All other alterations, made, as he says, principally 
under the Thirty, appear to have had no farther 
purpose than to authorize increased expence in 
public sacrifices. A public sacrifice was always 
a feast for the lower people. The object being 
then only to inable the Thirty to feed the Three- 
thousand of their catalogue at the public expence, 
the interpolations could hardly much affect the 
general system. 

When therefore, on the expulsion of the Thirty, 
the democracy was restored, the inestimable ad- 
vantage was experienced of possessing a system of 
law, which the people had been accustomed to 
revere, and the Athenian state became resettled at 
once on the code of Solon, as on a basis in whose 
firmness all had confidence. But, on the con- Andoc. 

de 

trary, intolerable inconvenience had been expe- p.39.&5£. 
rienced from the variety of laws added since his 
time; for many had been made only to answer 
the momentary purposes of faction; some. op- 
pressive in their tenor; some contradictory to 
others;: insomuch that, in the end, the most 
cautious man could scarcely direct his conduct so 

not to become obnoxious to legal punishment. 

G 3 Fortunately, 
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Fortunately, the laws of Solon, together with a 
fewT unrepealed statutes of Draco, were sufficient, 
in the moment, for the purposes of civil life. It 
was therefore decreed, that all later laws should 
be suspended, till they had undergone a revision, 
and that tliose only which might be advantageously 
grafted on the old system, should <be reinacted. 

Thrasybulus, and those who with him guided 
the popular will, certainly deserve high honor for 
that political calm, short as it was, which Athens, 
now injoyed. Not the public measures only, but 
the public temper, was marked with a wise mo- 
deration and a magnanimous liberality. Syco- 
phancy was discouraged; party was nearly 
abolished ; several of those who had acted with 
the Thirty, who had served under them in the 
cavalry, their guard and principal support, were 
admitted into the council, and allowed to aspire 
to the highest offices, civil and military. Harmony 
and internal quiet prevailed, such as, perhaps 
since the deadi of Pericles, had been unknown 
in Athens. 

While sobriety and moderation, the fruit of 
severe suffering, thus pervaded the public mind, 
a vain attempt was made by the patriotic leaders, 
without the hazard of great changes, to put legal 
restraint upon democratical despotism. A law 
was proposed and inacted, declaring that no de- 
cree, whether of the council br even of the general 
assembly, should be valid in opposition to the 
law, as it stood dien established. But the restraint 
of law, in an unbalanced democracy, was a phan- 
tom, which pai^-leaders easily taught their fever- 
ing 
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ing majority in the soverein assembly to despise, sect. 

The constitution, therefore, remaining unaltered, < j!! — » 

the former temper of the government soon re- 
turned, and all its inherent evils again broke out 
Party-spirit resumed its violence, tyranny again 
marked the decrees of the assembly and the 
judgements of the tribunals, and even the am- 
nesty, that solemn ingagement to which the whole 
people had sworn, as the very foundation of order 
and quiet in the restored commonwealth, was, not 
openly indeed, but under various subterfuges, 
violated. If the interest of a party required the ty*--’ 

, . - . r 1 11 r- Mantith. 

exclusion of some eminent man from the college of & id. adr. 
archons or from the council, nice distinctions w'ere TOu'lwiiiun. 
taken to prove the cases of such men exceptions 
to the general pardon, and to contend that the 
approbation of the council in the dokimasia should 
be withheld. Success in such an argument be- 
fore the council, which went no farther than to 
exclusion from office, incouraged accusation on 
similar pounds in the ordinary courts, or before 
the assembled people, which might produce con- 
fiscation and banishment, or even death. Needy 
and profligate men caught at the opportunity, and 
sycophancy, revived, with all its public evils and 
alt its private horrors. 

In a popular government, the art of puUic 
speaking cann<U: fail to be important, and in 
Athens it was more extensively so, as no man, who 
possessed anything, could, by the most upright 
conduct, be secure agauist prosecution, and as 
moreovw it was expected of the prosecuted, 
friends or eouocil mi^t assist, that they should 

G 4 nevertheless 
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CHAP, nevertheless also speak for themselves. The im- 
, , parlance of eloquence, in a court of justice, .Avill 

also bear some proportion to the numbers which 
compose it. Eloquence will often operate power- 
fully upon an English jury of only twelve men ; 
tho the judge will check deception, inform igno- 
rance, and correct misinformation ; and the jury, 
in conference before they decide, discussing their 
own opinions, the recollection of the informed and 
wary may obviate the fascination of oratory upon 
the ignorant, the passionate, and the giddy. But 
in the Athenian courts, consisting of from five 
hundred to six thousand jurors, no conference 
could take place; no salutary influence of the 
wiser few could easily affect the mass ; the de- 
cision must generally be that of ignorance . and 
passion, operated upon, as might happen, by the 
Xenopii, powers of contending speakers. ‘ Exasperated 
A^i. socr. t eloquence,’ says Xenophon, ‘ they often 
‘ condemn the innocent ; moved to pity, or even 
‘ to favor, by eloquence, they acquit and even 
‘ honor the guilty.’ 

• In this state of things, at Athens, it was unfor- 
tunate to want eloquence. A wealthy man, 
unable to speak for himself in public, was doubly 
an object for the sycophants. Hence the pro- 
fession of the rhetorician, who composed orations 
to be spoken by others, arose and gained high 
credit Eminent men, of superior abilities, at- 
tached themselves to it, whose compositions, as 
valuable models of an important art, were collected 
and transmitted to posterity; and much of the 
works of two of the most eminent, Lysias, whose 

name 
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name has already occurred for notice, and Iso- sect. 
crates, who soon after acquired celebrity, fortu- < — ^ 
nately remain to us. In the Grecian annals of 
the cotemporary Athenian historian, we find, 
after the restoration of the democracy, a void in 
Athenian history. Those factious intrigues, those 
strifes in the tribunals and in the agora, which 
alone offered themselves, were apparently, in his 
idea,', either too familiar to his coteraporarics, or 
too hazardous for historical narrative. He has 
therefore referred his notice of them to those 
valuable dissertations which remain to us from 
him. These, with the works of the orators and 
rhetoricians, w'ho often passed under the eommon 
title of orators, inable us in some degree to fill the 
void; not indeed with a series of. connected 
events, but with facts which afford much -illustra- 
tion of the character of the Athenian constitution, 
and of the condition of the people under it. 

Among the early objects bf reviving sycophancy, 
we find Alcibiades, son of the extraordinary man 
of that name, who has already ingaged so much 
of our attention, by Deinomache, daughter of 
Megacles, the noblest and wealthiest heiress of 
her time in Athens, to whom he was married in 
early youth. The younger Alcibiades, from de- 
ficiency, whether of talents, or activity, or oppor- 
tunity, made no figure, in public life, proportionate 
to his father’s fame. He is chiefly known to us 
through two orations, composed, on different oc- 
casions, by the two celebrated rhetoricians just 
mentioned, one in his accusation, the other in his 
defence. These however show that he was emi- 
nent 
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CHAP, nent enough to excite the attacks, not only of 

. . sycophancy but of faction. 

Lys. CPU. The Athenian people had decreed a military 

Alcib. , j 

Xenpph. expedition, on what occasion does not appear, and 
5. 84. the generals were impowered (such was the tyran- 
nical authority with which the despotic multitude 
not unfrequently intrusted its favorites) to name 
the citizens who should serve upon it. Party- 
interest or party-resentment, or possibly some 
view to favor with the lower people only, prompt- 
ing, several men of rank and property were called 
upon to serve as common foot-soldiers. Most of 
them dreading the consequences of a despot’s 
resentment, obeyed the injurious mandate ; but 
young Alcibiades dared to refuse. Mounting his 
horse, he joined the cavalry, and said, there he 
was in his post ; there he was ready for the duty 
which the constitution and the laws required of 
him. 

The oration composed by I.ysias, for the pro- 
secution, will not impress the mOst favorable ideii 
of the rhetorician himself, or of the prosecutor for 
whom he wrote, or of the court to which the speech 
was addressed, or of the general administration of 
law at Athens, after the boasted restoration of the 
commonwealth. Private revenge is a motive of 
the accuser, directly and repeatedly avowed ; and 
not only the most illiberal personal abuse of the 
accused, but all that faction had ever, truly or 
falsely, imputed to his father, was urged to in- 
duence the tumultuary tribunal. The lost defence 
is not wanting to evince, that the accusation, 
which we must suppose so able a pleader well 
I knew 
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knew how to adapt most advantageously to the 
capacity and temper of the court, was weakly 
founded and malicious. The testimony, that such 
a composition affords, is in more than one view 
valuable. We might question the evidence of 
Xenophon to the insecurity of individuals at 
Athens, and the tyranny exercised over all pos- 
sessing, or reputed to possess property ; he was a 
sufferer from popular sovereinty; but the con- 
curring testimony of Lysias, a sufferer from oli- 
garchy, and thence a vehement advocate for 
popular power, completes the proof. 

In the oration against Alcibiaxles, we find three 
penal laws quoted : one against cowardice in 
battle ; another against omission of service with 
the infantry ; and a third against presuming to act 
with the cavalry, without the previous approba- 
tion of the council, in the scrutiny called dokimasia. 
By a violent construction, -the accuser endevored 
to persuade the court that Alcibiades was ob- 
noxious to the first of these laws ; tho not only his 
service with the cavalry was admitted, but no 
batde had taken place. ‘ But this is a case,’ 
says the accuser, ‘ that has not occurred before 
‘ since the restoration of the democracy. It be- 
‘ hoves you th^efore to act, not meerly as judges, 
‘ but in some degree as legislators ; not confining 
* yourselves to. a strict construction of the law as 
‘ it stands, but rather deciding how the law should 
‘ ever hereafter be understood. Alcibiades, re- 
^ gularly summoned fin: the infantry, having sought 
’ idielter in the less dangerous service of the ca- 
‘ valry, it is a duty you owe to justice and to you* 

‘ country 
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CHAV. ‘ country to presume his cowardice, as if a battle 
. ‘ had actually been fought and he had .fled ; and 
‘ sentence ought to be pronounced accordingly.’ 
The strong contrast of the principle here incul- 
cated, to that of the English jurisprudence, which 
requires the strictest construction of penal laws, 
cannot fail to strike the English reader ; nor can 
he have examined Grecian history, in the genuine 
portraits given by cotemporary writers, without 
observing that it is in the character of democracy, 
far more than even of the most absolute mo- 
narchy, to be careless of the safety of individuals, 
where but a shadow of the interest of the soverein 
interferes ; and, in a democracy, the prevailing 
faction is the absolute soverein. The accuser’s 
own argument shows that Alcibiades could, by no 
fair construction, be deemed to have incurred the 
penalty of the first law. The case seems not to 
have been within the meaning even of the second ; 
intended apparently to apply only to those who 
owed no military service but in the infantry. U pon 
the third a question arises, which we have not 
means to decide ; but we may safely pronounce 
that either the case of Alcibiades was not within 
it, or the- law was a dictate of the purest tyranny. 
For if, in any suspension of the dokimasia, those 
who had every requisite for the cavalry-service 
were legally compellable to serve in' the infantry, 
what must have been the situation of leading men, 
in a party to which the general of the day, and a 
majority of the council were inimical ? Any one or 
all of tliem might be banished, at the nomination 
of the general, in the situation of comniqn foot- 
* soldiers, 
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soldiers, to any part of the world to which the 
i\thenian multitude might be persuaded to decree' 
an expedition. 

Alcibiades had the good fortune to escape con- 
demnation ; for in his belialf, the general himself 
came forward with his nine collegues, declaring 
that, tho Alcibiades had been regularly summoned 
to serve in the infantry,' yet he had had their leave 
to act with the cavalry. But apparently the Athe- 
nian law did not, like the English, forbid a second 
prosecution for the same imputed crime. The 
accuser pursued his purpose, and a fragment of a 
second oration composed for him by Lysias re- 
mains to us, in which the most Striking feature is 
the impudence with which the generals are called 
upon, with threats, to retract, and acknowlege as 
false, the evidence which they had given on oath 
to the court, in the face of the people. 

Young Alcibiades, it has been said, inherited 
his father’s fine person and his profligacy, without 
his talents. For the blemishes of his character, 
however, we shall not implicitly believe an avowed 
enemy, or a venal rhetorician, paid for giving a 
specious form to calumny. It is creditable for 
both father and son, that a rhetorician of far fairer 
reputation than Lysias, a real patriot and a scru- 
pulously honest man, has been the eulogist of one 
and advocate of the other. A prosecution was 
instituted against the younger Alcibiades, to -re- 
cover damages for a violence, pretended to have 
been, many years before, committed by his father, 
in forcibly taking, from a person named Tisias, a 
pair of horses, which won for him the prize in the 

chariot- 
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AP. chariot-race at Olympia. Isocrates composed the 
speech, yet extant, which the younger Alcibiades 
spoke in his own defence. It is mostly apology 
for some parts, and panegyric of the rest, of his 
father’s public conduct. What deserves our no- 
tice here is an animadversion upon the sycophants, 

‘ You are now informed,’ says Alcibiades to the 
court, ‘ by the testimony of many acquainted with 
' the transaction, and among others by the ambas- 
‘ sadors themselves of Argos, that the horses were 
‘ not taken by violence from Tisias, but fairly 
‘ bought, by my father, of the Argian common- 
‘ wealth. Attacks however, like the present, are 
‘ not new to me ; and in all of them the insidious 
‘ policy of the sycophants has been the same. 

* Instituting an action on pretence of some private 
‘ wrong, they constantly implicate in th w plea some 
‘ charge of public misdemeanor. They imploy 
‘ more time in calumniating my father, than in 
‘ proving what they havesworntoas the foundation 
‘ of their suit against me; and, as if in contempt of 
‘ every principle of law and justice, for crimes com- 
' mitted, as they affirm, by him against you, they 
‘ demand reparation from me to themselves.’ 

Those unversed in the Athenian pleadings may 
possibly not immediately see the force or the 
exact drift of the concluding observation. Ihe 
multitude ordinarily composing an Athenian 
court of justice was so great, that the pleaders 
always addressed it as under the impulse of 
the same interests, and subject to tim same 
feelings as the general assembly, and equally 
without responsibility. Impartiality was never 

supposed ; 
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supposed ; the passions were always applied to ; 
and it never failed to be contended, between the 
parties, which could most persuade the jurors that 
their interest was implicated with his, and that by 
deciding in his favor, they would be gainers'. 

With the son of Alcibiades, we find under the 
persecution of revived sycophancy the nephews of 
his collogue in command and adversary in politics, 
the rich, benevolent, unfortunate Nicias. The 
family was unfortunate. Niceratus the son, and 
Eucrates the brother, of Nicias, had suffered death 
under th*e tyranny of tJie Thirty. What crime, 
under the restored democracy, was imputed to his 
nephews, the sons of Eucrates, for which they 
were threatened with confiscation of their property, 
the remaining fragment of their defence, written 
by Lyiaas, does not inform us. A decree had 
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* The orators ahundandy show tlie justice of Xenophon's 
assertion, *£r n rott ov tov avroK /AiAn 

V rov avroTf A then. resp. c. i. s. 13. See parti- 

cularly the oration of Lysias for the estate of Aristophanes, 
p. 157, or 656 — 660. 

The extravagant use made of public accusation, as the tool 
of private malice, profiting from the extravagance of demo- 
cratical jealousy, has not escaped the animadversion of tlie 
comic poet of the day. * Run and tell Cleon, ^ says the chorus 
4 ti The Wasps, (v. 407) ‘ that liere is a disaffected man, 
bent upon the comizionwealth*s ruin. He asserts that 
litigation and prosecutions should be discouraged ! Is not 
tills abominable ? Is it not manifest tyranny ? ' An oppo- 
nent of the faction of Cleon observes upon this : (v. 4S6.) 
Everything with you, is tyr^ny and conspiracy. Even in 
the market everything is tyranny. If any one buys haddock 
in preference to sprats, the spratseller says he is laying out 
for the tyranny. If any one wants to have leeks thrown 
into the tiargain, as sauce for mackarel, What," 

' the herbwDtnan, “ are you looking for the tyranny ? Do 
yoJ think Athens will find you sauce for tribute A joke 
follows to the same purpose from Xanthias, the slave, too 
sndelieate for translation. 



HISTORY. OF GRHECF.. 


96 

CHAP., already been given against them, which is com- 
■ . plained of as a direct violation of the amnesty. 

The services of their family to the commonwealth 
are urged in their favor ; and occasion is taken, 
from the sufferings of Eucrates and Niceratus 
under the odious tyranny of tlie Thirty, to affirm, 
Xenoph. what howevcr we learn, on the best authority, to 
c! 3. '^ts. have been false, that the whole family had always 
been attached to the democratical interest. With 
more truth perhaps, the orator insists that, as the 
three brothers, objects of the prosecution, were all 
supporting the burthensome command oAriremes, 
and liable to every other expensive office, as well 
as to calls, unlimited, for occasional contributions 
to the treasury, their property was more valuable 
to the commonwealth in their own hands than if 
actually confiscated. Such are the principal heads 
of the defence. Of the final event of the prose- 
cution we are no otherwise informed than by a' 
report, little likely to have been strictly true, that, 
with one exception only, all the pleadings of 
Lysias were successful. 

An oration, written by Lysias, for a defendant 
against a prosecution instituted by the treasury, 
exhibits a far deeper scandal to the laws and 
constitution of Athens. Nicophemus and Aristo- 
phanes, father and son, served their country in 
high situations ; whether really well or ill we know 
not ; but they were introduced to the public favor 
which raised them, by Conon, whom we shall 
find one of the most illustriofis characters in 
Athenian history. On some turn in the popular 
mind, some change in the administration, some 

machination 
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machination of faction, unreported by antient sect. 
writers, they were imprisoned, secretly made away \ 
with, and not, as was usual in all common execu- 
tions, even their bodies, restored to their friends 
for burial. This atrocious tmt, more strongly im- 
pressed with the purest character of despotism 
than any recorded even of the Thirty, whoever 
were the perpetrators, iknd however stimulated, 
received the fullest and most deliberate approba- 
tion and support of democratical authority. Con- 
fiscation of property followed the murder, as if 
the sufferers had been lawfully executed, in pur- 
suance of the most regular conviction ; and, the 
amount disappointing the expectation of the 
greedy Many, whether animosity, or the desire 
of plunder only, still incited, a prosecution was 
instituted against the brother of the widow of 
Aristophanes, as the ' nearest relation, to .compel 
paynaeat to the treasury of the su^Qsed deficiency, 
on pretence that it must ha¥e_ been imbeziled by 
the family. 

These facts indeed we have only from the 
defeniC^nt himself. But to authenticate them it 
seems sufficient, that a defendant in such circumr 
stances could dare, or that an advocate such as 
Lysias could advise him, to state them before the 
Athenian people. . The whole oration is in. a style 
of humble supplication for justice, little to be ex- 
pected, unless the passions of the despotic throng 
could be^ter^ted. ‘ A. patient hearing,’ . says 
the accused, such as you have granted to my 
‘ prosecutors, is what I most earnestly solicit. — 

‘ Accusations of the most atrocious crimes have 
vox,. V. H .Mt 
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CHAP, ‘it is well known, sometimes been supported only 

, . ‘ by such gross falsehood, so immediately detected, 

‘ that the -wdlnesscs have carried out of court 
‘ with them the detestation of all present. At 
‘ other times the most iniquitous prosecution 
‘ hath succeeded, and detection has followed, 

‘ not till reparation to the injured was no longer 
‘ possible — ^The profession of apprehension that 
a part of the numerous court would be influenced 
by interested motives, is however not scrupled : 

‘ I know,’ says the accused again, ‘ how difficult 
‘ it will be eftectually to refute the received opi- 
‘ nion of the great riches of Nicophemus. The 
‘ present scarcity of money ia the city, and the 
‘ wants of the treasury, which the forfeiture has 
‘ been calculated upon to supply, will operate 
‘ against me.’ 

If the possession of absolutie power , spoils in> 
dividuals, it much more certainly spoils a multi- 
tude. An expression follows, in the oration we 
are considering, singularly marking the persuasion 
of tlie speaker, and of the able rhetorician who 
wrote for him, that, in addressing the M^y of 
Athens, he was addressing a body impregnated 
with all the illiberal Jealousy, all the haughtiness, 
and all the selfishness of tyranny. To illustrate 
a point he wanted to establish, he introduced the 
supposition ‘ that the estate of Timotheus, son 
‘ of Conon,’ the greatest, most irreproachable;, 
and most popular character then in Aj^jjiens, ‘ was 
‘ to be confiscated : but,’ he adds, ‘ the gods forbid 

‘ that 

* The same thing is said by Andocides, in his defence of 
himself, p. s, Or. 3 & 4. 
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‘ that it should be so, unless some signal 

* BENEFIT TO THE COMMONWEALTH MIGHT 
‘ FOLLOW.’ He feared to have offended by the 
supposition of an injurious indignity to the people’s 
favorite : he feared to have oft’endcd by the sup- 
position that the people’s present interest ought 
not to be the first consideration upon all occasions : 
he dared not deprecate the grossest injustice to 
the most respectable individual, if benefit to the 
multitude might follow ; and he thought it a ne- 
cessary tribute of compliment to the Athenian 
multitude, to express, what the better nature of 
men the most uneducated, accustomed to injoy 
real freedoni, but not to abuse power, would 
revolt at as an insult, his opinion of their grasping 
selfishness,' and his doubt of their liberality and 
justice. 

A detail folibws, of the public merits of the 
accused and hiB' family ; totatfiy alien to the merits 
of the'&’use, but strongly mUfking the condition 
of men of property at Athehs. It assisfe also to 
explain the assertion, before noticed, of Xraophon. 
so strange on first view to the modern reader, that, 
under the Athenian government, it was matter of 
question, whether it were better for an individual 
to have property or to be destitute, and whether 
it were better for the state to have a regular 
revenue, or to depend upon \he voluntary, or 
fcKced, contributions of isdmduals for every 
exigency. ‘ There are ifome,* the accused proceeds 
to say, ‘ who spend their estates in public service. 
‘ or public gratfficatiems, that they may receive 
‘ twofold through your favor. But my father 

H 2 ‘ neither 
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‘ neither solicited gainful, nor avoided expensive 
‘ offices. He took the presidency successively 
‘ of all the choral exhibitions. He was seven 
‘ times trierarc’, and he paid many and large 
‘ free-gifts to the treasury. He kept horses for 
‘ public service ; his equestrian rank indeed re- 
‘ quired it ; but whether of a superior kind and 
‘ in superior condition, their victories at the 
‘ Isthmian and Nemean ^l!mes may tell ; where 
‘ my father was crowned and the fame of Athens 
‘ was proclaimed*. He was besides liberal to 
‘ his fellowcitizens individually. Some he assisted 
‘ in giving marriage-portions to their daughters 
‘ and sisters ; some he redeemed from captivity ; 
‘ for some he furnished the expence^ of burial. 
‘ He died in the office of trierarc, leaving scarcely 
‘ two talents and a half to his family ; and from 
‘ so slender a fortune I now support the same 
‘ burthensome honor. All that we have possessed 
‘ has thus, you see, always been yours'i^what 
‘ now remain to us is yours, aqd if we could 
‘ acquire more, it would still be yours. Fairly 
‘ weighing then what has been proved to you by 
‘ undeniable evidence, it will be found that, justice 

‘ apart, 

* The exact value of this phrase seems not ascertained : 
whether he fitted out seven diflerent triremes, or only sup- 
ported the exi)ence of the same command renewed seven 
times. 

* A merit was imputed to' these victories, beyond what 
appears easy either to account for or to conceive. We learn 
from Plato, that an Athenian who won in the chariot or 
horse-race at Olympia, wda > often rewarded for it with a 
maintenance in the prytaneium, (Plat. Apol. Socr. p. 36. D'.) 
smd it seems to have bera common, among the Grecian 
republics, to give an hondraiy pension to those of their citi- 
zens who gained a victory in any of the games, at Olympia, 
Delphi, the Isthmus, or Nemea. 
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* apart, the public interest should lead you to sect. 

‘ decide in our favor ; since the small relic of our ■ 

‘ fortune will be unquestionably more profitable 
‘ to the commonwealth in our possession, than 
‘ if conveyed to the treasury. Have mercy on 
‘ us then, and, for the Olympian pods’ sake, let 
' truth Rnd justice bear out this great accusation. 

‘ By pronouncing in our favor you will act at 
‘ the same time uprightly, and for yourselves 
‘ beneficially.’ 

It will be remembered that the assassination, of CI1.19.S.7. 
Phrynichus, an aWe commander,- but an unprin* 
cipled politician, was a leading step to the over- 
throw of the oligarchy of the Fourhundred, and 
the restoration of d^ocracy under Theramenes 
and Alcibiades ; and it thay deserve notice how 
the principle of that assassination, the ground of 
some strong measures of government immediately 
followinj^ was avowed and -gloried in, after the 
overthrow of ^ tyranny of the Thirty, and the 
restoration of democracy under ThraSybulus. 

Two, of those concerned in the murder, had been Eyeurg. 
shortly apprehended by the friends of Phrynichus, Leocrat. 
and public justice did not refuse their confine- g%. 
ment in prison. But instantly the opposite party 
was vehement in clamor, against this persecution, 
as they called it, of -tlfbse wtiO had deserved well 
in the popular cause : ^id they prevailed so far, Ly5.or.c0n. 
that the prisoners, (me a Megarian, the other an* p. iscj’sr, 
JEtolian, not dhly were released, but presented &deoieS 
with the privilegqipi of Athenian citizens, and a grant 
of lands in Attica, to lewmd their democratical »ei. ses. 

H 3 virtue. 
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CHAP, virtue. Their prosecutors, Aristarchus and 
. Alexicles, Athenians, and of the highest rank, 
were prosecuted as friends of a traitor and enemies 
of the people. They had certainly been artive 
in the oligarchal party : but the prosecution of 
assassins in due course of law, was the offence 
to the soverein Many that superinduced theif 
ruin. They were condemned and executed, and 
even their bones were forbidtten burial within the 
Attic territory. 

If this violence of democratical despotism might 
ever demand excuse, it vrould be when the public 
mind, heated by recent injuries, was still agitated 
by the ferment of faction. . But, alter the re$to> 
ration of democracy by Ihrasybulas, and the udse 
measures then taken for promoting concord, which 
actually produj^ at least a comparative quiet, it 
might seem not unreakmable to expiect, if ever it 
could be reasonably expected und6r democracy; 
thatmhxims more consistent with a wi6e policy^ 
as well as with a Just morality, m^t have gained 
ground. But, on the contrary, to have been an 
accmnplice, in the assassination of Phrynichus, 
was still deemed meritorious ; So meritorious, that 
it might even cover the guilt of othw murders^ 
the criminality of which had no other palliative. 
Agorat"’ “Oder capital prosecution, ab* 

p. J3<7, is, solutely pleading it^ ^s thfe merit which should 
save him; and the dciiiaer so completely con- 
curring with him in pHnci^ that, far .from 
denying the assassination to have meritorious, 
he used his utmost eddjevors prove that the 
accused had no participation in it Nor was this 
. a passing 
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a passing doctrine, rising and falling in credit witli sect. 
circumstances of the times : the remaining works . . 

of succeeding orators fully evince its permanency, if 
as a democratical principle. i.c ocrnt. 

^ * p. ifii. 

Among circumstances marking the condition of vei & 
landed men under the Athenian democracy, the coi™ 
prosecution of one for removing the decayed 
stump of an olive-tree, from his own ground, will 
deserve notice. The lancl of individuals in Attica, 
as we , have observed in treating of the Athenian 
revenue, ivas very commonly incumbered with Lys. or. tie 
olive-trees belonging to the commonwealth. Fpr p. itof ’ 
their security,, which perhaps was, in early times, 
of public impea'tance> policy had procured them 
the reputation of bpmg sacred to Minerva, and 
placed them under the guardian care of the 
court of Areiopagus. * Either tp injure the tree^ 
or to till or feed the soil immediately around, 
was highly penal. The fruit, gathered under the p- 
council’s 4lireetion, was sold for public benefit, 
a^ the prmiuice carried to the treasury. These 
trees however, thus pmtected from domestic 
injury, were liable to 3affei*from forein enemies, 
who either did not know, or would little regard, 
their sacred character ; and, in the several inva- 
sions of Attica by the Lacedaemonians, many, 
estates, with whose cultivation. the sacred olives 
had formerly very inconveniently interfered, were, 
through the caiamitfes-Af war, delivered -from the p.io8.3<>. 
incumbrance. 

The Megarian, who has. already been men- 
tioned «s an accomplice ip the assassination of 
Fhiynichus, and whose^ name was ApoUodorus, 

H 4 had 
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CHAP had been tewankd for that»deed so meritorious 
in the estimation of the friends of democracy, 
okbsacrt! apart of the estate of the oligarcballeader 
p. * 63 . Peisander, which had been forfeited when he fled 
from Athens, on the dissolution of the govern- 
cfthhHist. the Fourhundred. This public present 

the assassin had had the precaution or the good 
fortune to sell, before the establishment of the 
government of the Thirty gave prevalence to 
other political principles, according to which his 
merit would be very differently estimated, and his 
estate, had he still l)eld it, wotdd prdt>abliy have 
tjr«.de^ been taken from him. The land .b^ng oflered 
p. iio,w. for sale again by the purchaser, wa^ -bought by 
trci 183. wealthy and prudent piroprietor of an adjoin- 
ing estate, who managed so as to live quietly 
under the Thirty, without Ingaging so far in their 
measures as to be involved in their disgrace. 
Under the restored democracy^ therefore, intitled 
benefit of the amnesty, if fol anything he 
wanted it, .and having never beenrdeficient either 
in free-gifts to the,treeanry, or in any of those 
expensive offices, whether of public service or 
public amusement, which the wealthy were re- 
to undertake, he hoped, as he says for 
himself, that, avoiding to trouble othefs, he might 
avoid being troubled^ 

Notwithstanding all these advantages and all 
these attenticms, on the reviv^^of sycophancy the 
ingenuity of its professors fiaiitiid^ a -pretence to 
p.a8i. attack him. On his^antient estate were many 
olive-trees, the property of the goddess, and 
p.s69. many his own property j^on the adjoining mew 

purchase. 
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purchase, not one of either sort remained. A se 
prosecution for destroying a sacred olive-tree on 
that lately purchased land, formerly part of 
Peisander’s estate, was instituted against him in 
the Areiopagus. His defence, written by Lysias, 
will impress no favorable idea on modern, at 
least on English readers, even of that celebrated 
court. Frivolous and vexatious prosecution, it 
appears, was not deterred by its respectable cha- 
racter: sycophants could, even there, find incou- 
ragement. ih the action' in question, the accu- 
sation first stated, that a fruit-bearing olive-tree 
had been destroyed. But evidence to this point 
having been vainly sought among the contractors 
for the comnwmwealth’s ■ fruit, the charge was 
altered, and it was stated that ^a decayed trunk 
only had been removed. This however, such 
sacredness did the superstition of that philoso- 
phical age impure to the sapless wood, was, in 
the acknowlegement of the accused himself,- an 
enormous offence, the legal punishment for which 

was no less than banishment for life. The 

*' « 

temptation to commit the wime, as the accused 
justly observes, bore no proportion to the penalty 
imppsed,L nor the hope of escape to the probabi- 
lity of detection. Neither house nor vineyard 
was near, to make the destruction of a tr^ par- ^ 
ticularly desirable ; but a high toad passed hard 
by, and the act of a kind not to be*easily 
dope but in presenee of -witnesses, either pas- 
sengers or assistants. ‘ Heretofore,' says the 
accused, ‘ I might have taken offence at being 
called fearfully cautio^: yet I think my conduct 
.. ‘ has 
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CHAP. * has never been marked with such iihpra* 
. . ♦ dent boldness, as to warrant the supposition 

* that I would put myself so in the power of my 
‘ slaves, as- unavoidably I must by the act of 
‘ which I am accused. Slaves, it is universally 

* known, are always unfriendly to their masters. 
‘ After, therefore, giving them opportunity for 

* such accusation against me, I could no longer 
‘ command mine, but they would command me.’ 
This does not otter the pleasantest picture of the 
state either of slaves or of master! at Athens. 
Nor is the idea altogether improved by what 

L73.de follows, tho the master in question must have 
p.‘m! ' had confidence in his slasves, since he freely 
ottered them for examination by torture. To 
reconcile such iqliumanity with such confidence 
appears difficult: yet the slaves seem to have 
borne a better character for attachment ^an their 
master would have impressed ; and a high opinion 
seems to Imve been entertained of their fortitude, 
since' the prosecutor, without any claim to finer 
feeling, refused-' dieir testimony, as sul^ect to 

inttuence. * ' 

* 

This prosecution, it • appears, rested on the 
sin^e evidence of the prosecutor. All j^is.' pro- 
posed witnesses failed ; while many, fanners who 
had rented the laad^ ,and others acquainted with 
it,, swore positively that, since the accused had 
purchased the estate, no sm!i|. Stump, as that 
p. s9t. stated in the inditement, «Md existed. Two 
motives for the prosecution tre assigned by the 
accused ; the hope of extorting mon^; anchthe 
instigation of powerful mpn with political' idews. 

It 
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It was not instituted till some years after the sect. 

pretended commission of the crime, and it seems , ^ 

to have been unsupported even by any probabi- 
lity; yet it appears that the accused was under 
no small apprehension, that even the venerable 
court of Areiopagus might be influenced to give 
an unjust decision against him. 


SECTION II. 

Vrotemtion of Andoeides for Impiety : I’etifion of Andocidet 
for a Decree <f Vrotectim. 

It has been a favorite tenet among political sect. 
writers, that republican govmiment is fit only for 
small states. But small states ate liable to suffer, 
more than large ones, from am evil inseparable 
from repuMican government, the contest of par- 
ties : for in proportion to the narrowness 6f its 
boutids and the scantiness of its population, the 
spirit of party will pervade a etate with more 
untempered and more lasting violence. This was 
experienced " In all the litrie Italian common- 
wealths of modern times. It has been seen in 
Geneva, in amount su<^ as perhaps to warrant 
a doubt, if even the despc^sm with which France 
has extinguished, It be a. giseabmievil.- All the 
Grecian republics felt it- severely. But" modern 
speculators in polities might have had opportunity, 
which the Greeks wanted, to observe, in the 
exaihple of Britain, ^hat extensive territory, with 
a numerous population, giving me^s for the 
violence -of the spirit tempered, and the 

. malignity 
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CHAP, malignity softened, by diffusion, affords the 
- . fairest field, for an able legislator, to obviate 

the worst effects of what always must exist in 
free governments, while mankind have passions. 

Among the numerous prosecutions of this 
period, known by the remaining works of the 
Athenian, orators, that of Andocides on a charge 
of impiety, for the variety and importance of the 
information it affords, will deserve particular 
notice. Two orations pronounced in that remark- 
able trial, ai}d a third in consequence of it, remain 
to us ; one, in accusation composed by Lysias ; 
the others, in defence, by the accused himself. 
Andoc. Andocides was bom of one of the most illus- 
p'i 4 ,«i 53 . trious families of Athens. His ancestors had 
Tcf 72^7.3. first voffices of the commonwealth, 

military and civiL His great-great-grandfather, 
Leogoras, a leader of the party iiM>pposition 
to the Peisistratids, and commanded the exiled 
people in a successful battle against the tyrants. 
Thncyd. His gTand&ther, Andocides, commanded a fleet, 
fcVeq.** with reputation, in the Corinthian war which 
Plot. »u. or. preceded the Pelpponnesian *. His, father, 

.Leogeras, 

® Were PluteTch ai^ the scholiast of Thucydides to be 
believed, Andocides thj^ orator yms himself the commander. 
It is far from my desire that either should have less credit 
than he deserves ; ’ 1 j^i^r^tly agree with Taylor in the 
opinion of their error on thif occasion, tho I would not give 
quite such harsh language, ^ A 4 >.%c tamen,' says Taylor, 

* non animos advertebant ThuJsyd. neque mendax ille 

* Plutarchus, qui vitas oratorum, dolis et erroribus codsutas, 

* olim conscribillavit/ Annot. ad Lys. or. con. Andoc. 
p. roy, vel 244. 

Concerning the ancestors of Andocides we find a difference 
in our extant copies of his prations. Leogoraa, opponent of 
the Peisistratids, is nientioWisd, in the first oration, as his 

great- 
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Leogoras, was first commissioner in a treaty for sect. 
peace with Lacedsemon. Andocides himself was 
a youth, familiar through his birth and connec- 
tions with men of highest rank in the republic, vci s’s. 
when he became implicate in that accusation of 
profaning the mysteri(^s and mutilating the Mer- 
curies, which -first drove Aicibiades from his 


country. 

That extraordinary afi&ir, so strange, it might 
he said childish, in itself, so important in its con- 
sequences, remains involved in deep obscurity; 
tho the use made of .it by Lysias, in accusation, 
brought from Amdocides, in his defence, what he 
has given as an explanation of it. Little satis- 
factory, however, as* this explanation is concerning 
the mutilation of the statue^, it affords illustration 
of the character of the Athenian government, for 
which it may ,be well worth while to revert, for a 
moment, to the circumstances of that period. 

In the veheipence of popular alarm, excited by 
the party in opposition to Aicibiades, when wit- 
nesses to the profanation were sought, or-pretended 
to be sought, on all sides, jthe first brought for- 
ward was a servant 6f Aicibiades himself, named 
Andromachus. On !his! ; eYid|nce one man only p- 2. »ei c. 




was 


gi^at-grandfather ; in the second^ as father’s great-g^rand- 
father. The dilQferencd is, of no great historical importance^ 
but the latter account seeihs best to agree vrith other re- 
ported circumstances of the family, and best to accommodate 
chronology. 1 should therefore suppose the pedigree, which, 
in the Greek manner of stating it, exactly resembled the 
Welsh, to have run thus: i. Leogoras, opponent of the 
Peisistmtids ; 2. Leogoras of Leogoras; 3, Andocides of 
Leogoras, naval commander in the Corinthian war ; 4. Leo- 
goras of Andocides, commissioner for negotiating peace; 

Andocides of Leogoras, the orator. 
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CHAP, was executed; but several others, aware that 
xxn. tyrant was inraged, no certain, measure 

of justice was to be expected, fled, and were, in 
their absence, all condemned to death. Large 
rewards were held out to invite farther indication. 
No other witnesses however offered; but it was 
Amioc. de undcrstood that a metic, named Teucer, who had 
‘“yft p-^- fled to Megara, could indicate ^nuch, and would 
return and declare all he knew, if hfe might be 
taken under the protection of the i(!tnincil of Five- 
p.B.veiiB. hundred. That council ingagihg for his safety, 
he came and denounced twenty-eight persons, 
among whom were Plato, the scholar, and Melitus, 
perhaps father of the accusw of Socrates. These, 
with ^ some others, -.fled. Of ‘those indicated, all 
taken were executed. We can only wonder that 
informers were so slovf and scarce, when w'e learn 
that Andromachus, a servant, in TCtrard of his 
forward zeal, received no less than ten thousand 
drachmas, about four htindred pounds sterling, 
and Teucer, a fenreiner, who, as he bargained for 
personal safety, was less an object of popular 
•generosity; one thousand drachmas; Obout forty 
pounds, for their itifonnatioii. 

The democratictd*^inteiest,’ it appears, was now 
divided. Alcibikdes had' risen upon the demo- 
cratical interest;. ^||d..wliile he remained in 
Athens, none, leaning <ui th^ same interest, could 
enter into competition with him**’ But his absence, 
and the alarm so successfully excited, gave oppor- 
tunities; insomuch that Peisander, afterward 
founder of the oligarchy of the Fourliuridred, now 
stood forward as one of the greatest favorites of 

the 
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the people. He was appointed, together with sect. 

Charicles, as confidential commissioner of the , 

people, to investigate this very haysterious and 
very alarming business. After short inquiry, they 
declared their opinion'that it was a deep-laid plot 
to overthrow the democracy, and that the con- 
spirators were numerous. On the publication of 
this declaration,^ in the distraction of party- 
interests, alarm so pesvaded the lower people, 
uncertain whoifl they might trust, that the signal 
for the meeting of the eouncU served as a signal 
for all to fly from the agora : it was completely 
deserted; every man doubting his neighbor, and 
fearing that he might himself be the next to be 
apprehended. 

In the midst of this popular terror, another 
intbiming adventurer <aame forward. A man 
named Diocleides, being brought before the coun- Andoc. 
cil, deposed,, that he knew the mutilators of the 
Mercuries to .be no less than three hundred : forty- 
two be indicated by name, and among them he did p- -~ 
not scruj:^ to accuse Mantitheus and Aphepsion, 
two of the councillors present. A proposition 
was immediately mode by Peisapder, the dema- 
gogue of the day, wha^ could be tolerated only in 
a democracy or a divan, ‘ that the decree of 
‘ Scamandrius, whidt. s^iwbad the torture of 
‘ Athenian citizeitt/^d^hl' be suspended, "and 
‘ that Mantitheus and 4|>hepsion shpuld be put 
‘ upon the wheel ; for day-ought not to cl(»e,’ he 
said, * before every name were known.’ Not the 
wild multitude, but the council, taken indeed by 
lot from the multitude, but men all first approved 

in 
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CHAP, in the dokimasia, applauded this measure of pure 
tyranny, Mantitheus and Aphepsion betook 
themselves to the altar of the council-hall ; and, 
by force of supplication, with difficulty obtained 
indulgence, so far as to avoid the torture, and to 
be allowed to give security for standing trial. But 
a government so tyrannical, overwhelming prin- 
ciple, urges and almost forces mm to dishonorable 
actions. Mantitheus and Apnepdon were no 
sooner at liberty, than they mounted their horses 
and fled ; leaving their bondsmen legally liable to 
that punishment which, in case only of their 
conviction should have fallen on themselves 
Whether put forward tp ansi,wer any party pur- 
pose, or meerly the self-ari^ng' fancy of the multi- 
tude, Diocleides, the accuser, became, or appeared 
to become, the popular favorite, and extravagantly 
vndoc. the favorite. He was conducted by the people 
^ carriage to the pritaneium, crp.wnedjss ^le 
savior of the commonwealth, and entertained with 
a supper at the public expence. Mjpipivhile forty 
persons, whom he accused, were^; hnprisoned. 
p Aijdocides, Leogor^ fatha^i of Andocides, three 

cousin-gerntans, ana seyen ^pore 4ii|tant relations, 
among whom was Eucia^^ brother pf Nicias, 

- tfe' 

^ In the extant copies oi>^tion it is said, tiuit Man- 
titheus and Aphepsion ied enemjr at Deccleia/ 

According to the account of T9iucy8idi^ no enemy was then, 
or could be, at Deceleia. It dlibnot be sitp))osed that Andocides 
could have mist^en about^jneb a matter,' or would venture 
an untruth, of which the khowlege and memory of numbers 
present could convict him. But what bds certainly happened 
in, other ca^s, may possibly have happened in this; tbiit 
some annotator, ignorant and oilicious, may have inserted 
words in the margin, with which following ignorant truu^ 
scribers may have corrupted the text. 
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were of the i^umber. * M^e were all bound,’ said sect. 
Andocides, speaking his defence; ‘ night came . - 

‘ on, and the prison was locked ; ivhen, as intel- *^1 

* ^ ' mjst. p. 

‘ ligence of our misfortune was communicated, 

‘ many women, the mother of one, the sister of 
‘ another, the wife with the children of a third, 

' came and vented their lamentations about the 
* place.’ Amid this complicated scene of woe, 
this anxiety, : within and without the prison, for 
what was next to happen, his relations imprisoned 
with him, knowing that he had lived in intimacy 
with some who had been executed, and with some 
who had fled, and apprehending more certain 
destruction from the blind jealousy of the tyrant 
multitude, than from anything that could be fairly 
stated against them, importuned him to offer 
himself for evidence, and declare all he knew. 
Andocides yielded to this persuasion, and accord- 
ingly wag examined before the council. He had 
his information, as he affirmed, from Euphiletus p.se&si. 
and Melitus, who bad been active in the mutilation 
of the Mercuries. All those already executed, 
and several who had fled, he said, had been justly 
impeached, and he indicated four, still in Athens, 
as accomplices. What however was the purpose 
of so apparently strange a w'ildness as the mutila- 
tion of the stages, or whattlm temptation to it, 
is not in the least indicated by anything remaining 
from him. Tho he pretends to account for the 
odd circumstance, that the Mercury before his 
father’s door, alone of all in Athens, remained 
uninjured, yet even thus he throws no light on 
the object of the persons concerned. His 
VOL. V. I confirmation 
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confirmation of the evidence before ^ven against 
those executed and those who had fled, together 
with the indication of four additional criminals, tho 
these all escaped the officers of justice, at once 
calmed the minds of the people, before mad with 
fear and suspicion. This, extraordinary as it ap- 
pears, is so supported by Thucydides, tW the fact 
seems not reasonably questionable. Perhaps the 
multitude wanted the testimony of 8% Athenian 
citizen and a man of rank, to calm thenr apprehen- 
sions, tho that of Teucer, a metic, and Andro- 
machus, a freed-inan, if he was not still a slave, had 
sufficed them for condemning many citizens of the 
first consideration to death. Not that this sup- 
position will wholly explain the mystery. There was 
surely party intrigue connected with the deposition 
of Andocides; for the furious Peisander was at 
once appeased’ ; and the miserable tool Diocleides, 
who had been held up almost as an idol to^the mul- 
titude, was now hurbd at once to perdition. Being 
brought again before the council, and confronted 
w^ Andocides, he acknowleged, if we may 
b^eve the orator, the falsehood of all the evidexM;e 
be had before given. ;Thia, whether by the 
standing law of Athens, ok by law astablished for 
the occasion, subjected ham to capital pupirikment. 
The council promised him pardop, on oonditien 
of declaring his instigahnn. EflodeidaS: seems to 
have been ready for any dedaration that, might 
save his life, and he named many ; but all, getting 
timely information, escaped out of Attica. 'Use 

people 

* it ri S ri Pm>)A xoi it AtWiwI — p. ^8. 

The it will be remmlbered, were Charictee wd 

Peiaander. 
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people became furious, or those who led the people sect. 
thought the death of Diocleides necessary to their M- 
own security; and by a passionate decree, the 
unfortunate, but apparently worthless man was, 
without trial, sent to the executioner. Andocides 
and his father, and all imprisoned with them, 
were immediately released, and those fugitives, 
whose impeachment by Teucer was not confirmed 
by the evVence of Andocides, were recalled. 

But tho Ahddcides was thus delivered from 
confinement and the fear of death, yet he seems 
to have remained under the ban of the atimy,' or 
exclusion from magistracy, and all posts of honor 
and command. He chose therefore to leave 
Athens; but the consideration of his family and 
connections, Ond his own talents, procured him an 
honorable and advantageous reception in Sicily, 

Italy, Peloponnesus, Thessaly, the Hellespont, 
and especially in Cyprds*. Considering the 
general disposition of later writers among the 
antients, who have been implicitly followed by 
the modei^s, to revile Andocides, it is rather 
remarkable that #ie only eminent man in the 
countries he visited, .who is said to have denied ljs. con. 
him fiivoi^*''^Vas Dionysius of Syracuse, whose 
character, blackened by some eminent writers, 
will be for future nolibe ; and ihat^Evagoras of 
Salamis in Cyprus, of rephtatida among the most Ljs. coit. 
highlj^ eulo^ed of the age, was his principal p.""!??' 

patron. 

• This, asserted by Andocides (De myst. p. i8, vc 3 72. & de 
reditu, p. 21, vel 80.) seems confimed even by the reproaches 
of his prosecutor. (Lys. con. Andoc. p. 103, vel 200. & 107, 
vel 248.) ^ 

l2 
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patron’. Toward the end of the Peloponnesian 
war, he returned to Athens ; whether hoping for 
favor from the people, in consequence of a con- 
siderable service he had found means to do the 
Athenian fleet, when lying at Samos; or whether, 
as perhaps may be suspected, he rather depended 
upon interest with the party of the Fburhundred, 
then in possession of the government. We may 
how’ever trust his account so far, that^jlnstead of 
finding the expected favor, he suffered imprison- 
ment, and narrowly escaped capital condemnation, 
from the party-violence of Peisander ; whence he 
took occasion to assert that he was persecuted for 
attachment to the democratical cause. On re- 
gaining liberty, Cyprus became again his refuge. 
There he was living in afiSuence,” of which, ap- 
parently, he owed much to the friendship and 
generosity of Evagoras, when the overthrow of 
the government of the Thirty at Athens produced 
the general amnesty, which seemed to afford 
opportunity for all Athenian exiles to return se- 
curely to their country. However, tKerefore, the 
friendship of Evagoras, and a considerable pro- 
perty in the fine iland of Cypi:us,’i'?niight soften 
banishment, Athens became again^^llie inviting 
scene for a man of the connection^' and talents 
of Andocides ; and, at the age of some^vhat more 
than forty, be returned thither'”. 

• It 

• Lysias says (p. a9^''tl»at he was imprisoned by Evagoras 
and escaped by flight. There is much appearance that this 
was calumny. On the contrary, that he received very great 
favor from Evagoras appears unquestionable. “ 

“ Taylor has fancied, and endevored to prove, that Lysias, 
in saying that Andocides was more tha% forty, meant to 

reckon 
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It does not appear that any exception was ^ect. 
immediately taken against his resuming every n- 
right of an Athenian citizen. On the contrary, AnHoc. 
if we may believe his own probable account, p!^i7yTei64. 
the very party by which he was disliked, and 
afterward persecuted, put him into the honorable 
but expensive, and therefore generally avoided 
offices, first of president of the Hephaesteia, 
games oft Vulcan, at Athens, then of archi- 
theorus, minister representative of the Athenian 
commonwealth, successively at the Isthmian and 
Olympian games, and afterward of treasurer of 
the sacred revenue”. Meanwhile he was active Lys.coii. 
in public business; his eloquence procured him 
attention from the people; his great connections 
and great talents procured him consideration 
■with the council. Forward, and perhaps little 
scrupulous in accusation, he disturbed the mea- 
sures, checked the hopes, and excited the 
apprehensions of the party in opposition to that 
with which he was connected. His arguments 
before tho council procure^ the rejection of one 
of them, id ^dokimasia, as of objectionable 
character, and of course exclusion from the 
cavalry service, and from the higher civil offices. 

Hence arose great alarm, and a resolution to 
crush him, if their policy, in aid of their collected 
strength, could effect it”. The 

reckon the years, not from hkjijrtb, but from his age of 
eighteen, his first manhood, ^e learned and ingenious 
argument carries, to me, no degree of conviction. 

“ Perhaps the revenue (whence arising I know not) from 
which the expence of the Eleusinian mysteries, and the 
sacrifices, processions, and other appurtenant ceremonies, was 
defrayed. 

“ From the accuser himself may be gathered the motives 
to the prosecution. Lys. con. Andoc. p. 106, vel 230. 

I 3 
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CHAP. The first attempt was of a very extraordinary 
' — kind; at least so it appears to the modern 
reader. We have the account indeed only from 
Andocides himself ; but this was pronounced 
before the Athenian people, when he appre- 
hended oppression from a party more powerful 
than his own; and it contains such a detail of 
matters open to the knowlege of numbers, that 
he surely would not so have committed himself,- 
if the truth of the tale had not been either 
generally known, or within his power to prove. 
Andoc. <ie It was supposed, we find, of much efficacy 
uijrst. p. 64 . toward obtaining the favor of any deity, to place 
upon the altar, as a supplicatipn-ofiering, an 
olive-branch, wrapt in a woollen veil. But it 
was forbidden to do this, in the temple of Ceres, 
during the mysteries; whether because individuals 
should not draw the attention of* the goddess from 
rites instituted to conciliate her favor to the 
commonwealth, or under what other idea, does 
not appear. Among the powerful enemies of 
Andocides was CaUias, hereditary ttnvsh-bearer 
of the Eleusinian mysteries r an p£|ce whence 
his family derived the surname '^pf Daduchus. 
He was son of Hipponiens, espremed the richest 
man of his time in Glreece, dud descended from 
Callias Daduchus, said to have fought, habited 
in the sacred robe of his office, against the 
p. 55. Persians at Marathoiiiii' We were returned,’ says 
Andocides, ‘ from Eleusis’ (apparently he was 
tiien treasurer of the sacred revenue) ‘ when the 
‘ king’ (the second archon) ‘ going in regular 
‘ form, to report the circumstances of the 
‘ procession, was directed, by the prytanes, to 
2 • ‘ make 
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‘ make his report to the council, and require sect. 

‘ Cephisius and myself to attend in the Eleusi- . . 

‘ nium ; for there, according to the ordinance of 
‘ Solon, the council sits on the morrow of the 
‘ mysteries. We attendeil accordingly; and, the 
‘ council being met, Callias, habited in the sacred 
‘ robe, arose and declared, that a supplicatory 
‘ bough was lying on the altar; placed there, 

‘ as he was informed, by Andocides ; and the 
‘ laws of their ancestors, which had been satis- 
‘ factorily explained to the people by his father 
‘ Hipponicus, devoted the person, so offending, 

‘ to death without trial.’ 

It la remarkable that the accused objected 
nothing to the principle of a law devoting a 
citizen to death without trial; or to the law 
itself, which seems to have been meerly tradition- 
ary, and both in words and purpose very doubtfiil, 
or to the interpretation insisted on by the accuser, 
or to such authority as that referred to for the 
validity of the interpretation, .^ndocides, able 
and experienced; was aware that it was congenial 
to democracy to be careless of the rights of 
individuals ; and, in his situation, he dared not 
question the right of the soverein to send any- 
body at pleasure to the execurioner. His defence 
was of another kind. He contended, in the first Andoc. de 
place, that the law, which should direct the deci- 
sion of the council, was ingrated on a pedestal 
within the temple ,*eand the punishment for the 
offence in question was there clearly declared to 
be, not death, but a fine of a thousand drach- 
mas, less than forty pounds sterling. He then 

1 4 admitted, 



120 HISTOllV OF GREECE. 

CHAT, admitted, which may seem not less strange to the 
modern reader, that, whether the profanation 
were intentional or unintentional, the punishment, 
being piacular, was equally to attach upon it. 
But the accuser had said that ‘ The goddesses 
‘ themselves, desirous of the punishment of 
' Andocides, instigated him to the profanation, 

‘ of the conse(]uence of which he was ignorant. 
The defence of Andocides, againjst an attack so 
apparently difficult to ward, is truly curious. ‘ I 
‘ maintain* he said, ‘ that, if what my accusers 
‘ affirm is true, the goddesses have shown them- 
‘ selves propitious to me. For had I placed the 

* supplicatory offering, and confessed it, F should 
‘ indeed have wrought my own destruction ; but, 

‘ having kept my counsel, wlben confession alone 
‘ could convict me, for it is not pretended that 

* there were witnesses to. the fact, the goddesses 
‘ may be supposed to have interested themselves 
' in my preservation. Had they desired my 

* destruction, they would have prompted me to 
‘ confess the profanation, which I certainly did 
‘ not commit.’ It appears indeed that no evi- 
dence to fix the fact upon Andocides could be 
i)roduced, and he was acquitted,; 

. This strange attempt in the council having 
failed, it was resolved next to bring Andocides 
before a popular tribunal ; and it would probably 
now be the more,, necessary to push measures 
against him, as he and his party would be exas- 
perated by that attempt, and incouraged by its 
failure. No act of Andocides, since his return 
to Athens, gave any opportunity. It was 

determined 
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determined therefore to take advantage of the in- 
discretion or the misfortune of his early youth, 
and, without regard to the many wounds in the 
commonwealth, now happily healed, which it 
might open again, to institute a capital accusation 
against him, on the pretence that his case w’as 
an exception to the general amnesty. 

Cephisius, apparently his collegue in the office 
of treasurer of the sacred revenue, was the 
ostensible conductor of the prosecution ; Lysias 
composed the principal speech in accusation. 
The acts of criminality stated in the inditement 
were, that Andocides had frequented the temples, 
sacrificed on the altars, and acted in civil affairs, 
as if in the legal injoyment of the perfect rights 
of an Athenian citizen, when the decree of atimy, 
or deprivation of rights and honors, which had 
been passed against him on occasion of the 
mutilation of the Mercuries, remained unrepealed ; 
and that, by false accusation, in which his own 
father u'as involved, with other near relations, 
he had. occasioned the execution of innocent 
citizens. The punishment which the accuser 
insisted on, according to the usual Athenian 
form, was subjoined, death.' 

The speech in accusation, written by Lysias, 
remains to. us nearly intire. It has been stu- 
diously adapted, by the ingenious and expe- 
rienced rhetorician, to ,the information and the 
temper of a mob-tribunal. Little solicitous to 
convince reason, he has applied to the passions, 
and especially to that of superstitious fear: a 
passion *very prevalent among the Greeks, and 

beyond 
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beyond all others likely to cloud and disturb 
reason. His great object has been to persuade, 
that the impiety of Andocides, if not expiated 
by his death, would implicate the court aud the 
whole commonwealth in his guilt ; and that the 
greatest misfortunes, public and private, might 
be reasonably apprehended from the consequent 
anger of the gods. 

The tale told at the outset of the speech, of 
a kind not to be omitted, is yet difficult to report'*. 
The purport was to impress the court with a 
conviction of the reality, and the immediate 
impendence, of danger from the divine wrath. 

‘ A horse,’ says the orator, ‘ was tied to the 
‘ rail of the temple of the goddesses (Ceres and 
‘ Proserpine) with the pretehded purpose that 
‘ l\\e owner, who had lost it, might reclaim it ; 

‘ but, in the night, it was stolen by the man who 
' had brought it thither. This proffination es- 
‘ caped the law, but did not escape divine ven- 
‘ geance ; for tlie sacrilegious criminal perished 
' by a most dreadful death. All food emitted, 
' to his sense, so offensive a smell, that, unable 
' to eat, be di^ of hunger. The testimony of 
' the hierophant to th^e hicts has been heard by 
‘ numbers now living,’ While we wonder at 
such a tale seriously told, in the age of 
Xenophon and Plato, in one of the principal 
courts of justice in Athe.ns, we should recollect 
how lately the laws against witchcraft were in 
force among ourselves. 

The 


'* The beginning of the oration is wanting; but the tale, 
tfao Betting out with a broken sentence, is completely clear. 
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The rhetorician then labored to prove that the sECi. 
case of Andocides was not within the meaning ' — — 
of the general amnesty. For the quiet of the Andoc*!' 
commonwealth it would have been better that 


such proof should have been in no case attempted. 
All the rest of the reasoning, and most of the 
declamation, are founded upon a gross falsehood. 
It is impudently asserted, that the profanation of 
the mysteries, and the mutilation of the Mercuries 
by Andocides, not only were notorious, but 
confessed by himself. The peroration then runs 
thus: ‘ Give your attention, and let your imagi- 
‘ nation picture to you what this man has done. 
‘ Clothed in a sacerdotal robe, in presence of 
‘ the uninitiated, he acted the sacred ceremonies ; 
‘ exposed what ought not to be seen, and de- 
‘ dared what ought not to be heard. The 
‘ images of the gods, in whom we believe, whom 
‘ we worship, and to whom, after careful puri- 
‘ hcation, we sacrifice and pray, he mutilated. 

‘ To expiate this pollution, the priestesses and 
‘ priests, turning toward the setting sun, the 
‘ dwelling of the infernal gods, devoted with 
‘ curses the sacrilegious wretch, and shook their 
‘ purple robes, in the manner prescribed by that 
‘ law which has been transmitted from earliest 


‘ times. These deeds he has confessed ; yet in 
‘ violation of your decree,' which declared him 
‘ excluded from temples and sacred ceremonies, 
‘ as impure and piacular, he has returned to the 
‘ city, sacrificed upon the altars, mixed in those 
‘ holy ceremonies which he had profaned, entered 
‘ even the temple of the goddesses, and washed 

‘ his 
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CHAP, ‘his polluted hands in the sacred ewer. Whom 

I . ‘ can it become to suffer such things? What 
‘ friend, what kinsman, but especially, what 
‘ member of a court of judicature will risk, by 
‘ the most secret favor to such a man, to bring 
‘ the divine anger on himself? No : by avenging 
‘ the gods, by putting Andocides out of the 
‘ world, you must purify the city ; and let the 
‘ pollution of sacrilege, the poison of impiety, 

‘ the offence to whatever is holy, be sent far 
‘ from you’^ It has been among the custom 
‘ of your ancestors to devote the impious to 
‘ death, without the formality of trial, by a simple 
‘ decree. You do better to make a more solemn 
‘ example of them. But, knowing what becomes 
‘ you, no persuasion ought to move you from the 
‘ pious purpose. The criminal will supplicate 
‘ and intreat, but pity should be far from you. 

‘ Not who perish justly, but those only who perish 
‘ unjustly, deserve commiseration.’ 

The speech of Andocides, in his defence, is 
a masterly and manly composition, containing 
a clear detail of facte, strongly supported by 
witnesses, and by appeals to the knowlcge of 
the multitude composing the court before which 
he pleaded ; carrying a doubtful appearance, and 
in some points little intelligible to the modem 
reader, only in what rdgafds the profanation of the 
mysteries, and the mutilation of the Mercuries ; 
every assertion concerning which is nevertheless 
still supported by evidence, oral or written. The 

confession, 

** Thus far the peroration is translated : what immediately 
folloiys is abbreviated; the three last sentences again are 
translated. 
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confession, which his accuser affirmed him to have sect. 
made, is strongly and repeatedly denied, together ^ 

with the facts said to have been confessed. The 
improbable assertion, that the accused impeached Andoc. 
his own father and other kinsmen, he so shows 
to have been a gross falsehood, that we can only 
wonder how such an attempt of the accuser could 
pass without censure frpm the court‘d 

After then mentioning the attempt, which has 
been already related, to procure his condemnation 
by the council without trial, he proceeds to some 
private history, curious in itself, but forein to the 
cause, and brought forward only to show^ that 
the malice of Callias originated in circumstances 
highly discreditable to himself and honorable to 
Andocides ; unless it was farther in view to point 
out an object which might draw away, from the 
latter, a part of that public indignation which he 
found pressing on him. Too long, too intricate, 
too mucli entering into detail of private life to 
be conveniently reported here, it must suffice to 
say of it, that it tends strongly to show to^ w hat 
a degree, in so small a state as Athens, party 
influence inabled men to scorn the laws, and how 
much more,* than can easily be in extensive 
dominion, private interests had sway in public 


concerns 


*A tale, 


** The clear detail, in tlie first oration, of matter of such 
public notoriety, and which one should suppose matter of 
record, is of itself evidence; and it is corroborated by the 
mention again made of the same matter in the second oration, 
in which it must have been the height of imprudence for the 
accused to bring it forward again, were there any doubt of 
the truth. 

ViyvovToti fASif ovy ui resaft? ov Wipt ck fAtxpvVj IS 

an observation of Aristotle, preliminary to a report of many 

instances 
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A tale, relating to a public business, follows, 
which must not be omitted. The tax of a fiftieth 
on imports and exports, w-as commonly farmed 
by auction for three years. A spreading plane 
afforded convenient shade, under which the bidders 
commonly assembled. A company, with one 
named Argyrius at its head, had farmed this 
revenue at thirty talents yearly, between six and 
seven thousand pounds sterling. When their term 
expired, finding means, by interest and money, to 
obviate competition, they obtained a renewal at 
the same rent. Andocides, knowing the tax pro- 
duced much more, made a regular offer to the 
council to advance upon the bargain. llie 
auction was, in consequence, opened again, and 
closed finally with letting the tax to Andocides at 
thirty-six talents, being an advance of fourteen 
or fifteen hundred [Kjunds sterling yearly. At 
this rent Andocides declares ft was no disadvan- 
tageous contract. The use that he proposed to 
make of the mention of the transaction, on his 
trial, *was to fix popular odiulh on his accusers, 
and particularly on Caftias, as connected with 
Argyrius, and interested in the contract ; to show 
that the motive to his prosecutiem was not public 
spirit, but private malice ; to claim to be himself 
a useful and necessary man to the popular in- 
terest ; and to endevor farther to allure popular 
consideration, by promising, that, if he might, 
through justice done him, be at liberty to act 
in the popular cause, he would prevent such 
im position on the public in future, or bring the 
delinquents to condign punishment. 

itivtiinrcs of revoliltioM m Grecian states, origiasning from 
ptiVate quarrels. Aristot. Polit. I. 5 . c. 4. 
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In the conclusion of his defence, Andocides 
endevored to draw advantage from the popularity 
of his family, and the merit of his ancestors ; for, 
with all the vehemence of democratical jealousy 
among the Athenian people, family eminence was 
still in estimation. ‘ If you destroy me,’ he says, 
‘ my family is extinct : and does the family of 
‘ Andocides and Leogqras deserve so to perish ? 

* and is it not a reproach to the commonwealth 
‘ that their house should be occupied, as during 
‘ my exile it was, by Cleophon the musical- 
" instrument-maker? that house, of which none 
‘ of you, in passing, could say, that thence either 
‘ public or private evil had come upon him ; that 
‘ house, which has furnished commanders of your 

* forces, who have won many trophies, by land 
‘ and by sea ; magistrates who have filled all the 
‘ highest offices of your government, through 
‘ whose hands the public treasure has passed, 
‘ and who never turned any to their own 
‘ profit ; a family who never had cause to com- 
‘ plain of the people, nor the people of them; 
‘ and of whom, from remotest antiquity, w hence 
‘ they trace themselves, never were any before 
‘ brought into a situation to supplicate your 
‘ mercy. 

‘ If they are now all dead, let not their good 
‘ deeds be forgotten. Rather let their persons be 
‘ present to your imagination, soliciting your pro- 
‘ tection for me. For, alas, whom among the 
‘ living can I bring forward to move your com- 
‘ miseration ? My father ? no, he is ' no more. 
‘ Brothers ? I never had any. Children I have 

‘ t»ne 
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‘ none yet born*''. Be you therefore to me in- 
‘ stead of a father, of brothers, of children. To 
‘ you I betake myself: you I imjdore. Be ad- 
‘ vocates to yourselves in my favor ; and, while, 

‘ to suj)ply the deficient population of the city, 
‘ you are admitting Thessalians and Andrians to 
‘ its rights, tievote not to destruction your true 
‘ citizens, Avhoin, certainly more than strangers, 
‘ it behooves to be good citizens, and who want 
‘ neither the will nor the ability to be so.’ 

It was usual in the criminal courts of Athens, 
to try all expedients for impressing the passions 
of the numerous tribunal. J’itiable sights were 
offered to the eyes, and pitiable tones to the 
ears : aged parents, weeping n ives, and helpless 
children. Mere brought forward to assist or to 
obstruct justice, by the most aflecting intreaties. 
Andocides, after having urged, in the best way 
liis circumstances admitted, that degrading sup- 
plication Mhich the tyrannous temper of the 
people made necessary, assumed a more dignified 
manner in calling forward a support that, M'ith 
a court properly composed, should have been 
more efficacious. ‘ Now',’ he says, ‘ let those 
‘ who have most approved themselves friends of 
‘ the people and worthy of public favor,- ascend 
‘ the bema, and declare their opinion of me. 
‘ Anytus and Cephalus, come up ; and those of 
‘ my fellowwardpmen who are appointed my ad- 
‘ vocates, Thrasyllus and the rest.’ These were 
men of the first consideration in Athens. 

Plutarch 

This expression surely escaped Taylor, when be was 
intent upon proving Andocides, at the time of his trial, 
seventy years of age. 
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Plutarch, in his short life of Andocides, omits 
all information of the event of this trial, nor does 
he say when or how Andocides died. ' We learn 
however from a second oration of Andocides, 
himself, that the first neither completely effected 
its purpose, nor iniirely failed. The decision was 
against him, but not to the extent that his enemies 
had proposed. His life was not affected, for in 
the second oration we find no prayer for mercy : 
he laments only those unfortunate circumstances, 
which, without criminal intentions, had brought 
on him that reprobation of a majority of his 
fellowcountrymen, to which he must bow. But 
he w'as not without hope of even regaining all 
the advantages of jiopular favor. It had been 
found expedient, in the insecurity, especially of 
men in public situations, under the deficient pro- 
tection of the Athenian laiv, to grant decrees of 
protection'* to individuals, to inable or to in- 
courage them to undertake or proceed in public 
service. Such privilege, under a decree of the Andoc. dt 
people, Andocides himself had once injoyed ; and p.s2,vci86 
it would still have been in force but for a special 
repeal of it, which his political enemies had pro- 
cured. His object now was to obtain a renewal 
of that decree of protection. The inducement, p. 2 o,vei 7 fi 
which he held out, was his knowlege of matters 
of the utmost importance to the public welfare, 
which he could not safely declare, without such 
security against oppression from his powerful 
enemies. Under ingagement for secrecy, he had 
already co m m uni cated the information to the 
M 'aJ.,*. .council, 
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CHAP, council, who were fully satisfied of the reality 

. . of its importance, and desirous that he should 

have the protection necessary to inable him to 
serve the commonwealth. We learn no farther 
what the matter to be indicated was, than may 
be gathered from the following passage of the 
speech : ‘ What I may previously declare,’ says 
Andocides to the Athenian people, ‘ you shall 
‘ now hear. You know it has been told you, 

‘ that no corn is to be expected from Cyprus. 

‘ Now I can undertake to say, that the men who 
‘ have so informed you, and who, as far as de- 
‘ pended upon them, have provided that it should 
‘ be so, are mistaken. W'hat has been the 
‘ management, it is needless for you now to 
‘ know : but thus much I wish you to be informed, 

‘ that fourteen cornships are actually approaching 
‘ Peiraeus, and the rest, already sailed from 
* Cyprus, may be expected soon after them.’ 

It appears that Athens, always in the unfor- 
tunate circumstance of depending upon uncertain 
supply by sea for its subsistence, was in want of 
com ; that the people, perhaps already oppressed 
by dearth, were uneasy under the apprehension 
of famine ; and that Andocides meant to accuse 
some powerful men, his opponents in politics, of 
enhancing the public distress for their private 
profit, and to claim to himself the merit of de- 
feating their purpose, by procuring relief for the 
people. Of the event of this project of the orator 
ive have no information. Plutarch, professing to 
relate the lifis of Andocides, mentions no circum* 
shutoe of it after the trial for impiety. 


What 
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What were the real merits or demerits, either sect. 
of Andocides or of his prosecutors and political 
opponents, is not very decisively indicated by 
any memorials remaining of them. But, what is 
of more importance, we gain from their united 
evidence, the most undeniable testimony to the 
gross evils inherent in the Athenian constitution ; 
its irremediable unsteddiness, its gross tyranny, 
the immoderate temptation and the endless op- 
portunities it afforded for knavish adventure in 
politics. What moreover deserves notice, we 
learn from them that a strong disposition to 
religious persecution prevailed among the Greeks 
of their age ; insomuch that, where the supposed 
interests of religion interfered, all forms of justice 
to individuals were set at nought. In short, the 
remaining works of the Grecian orators bear the 
most unquestionable proof, that democracy, with 
the pretence of an establishment proposing nothing 
but the equal welfare of the people, is, beyond 
all others, a constitution for profligate adventurers, 
in various ways, to proflt from, at the people’s 
expence. 


SECTION III. 

Vu'tuaus jige of Greece romantic: Deficiency of Grecian 
Morality. Summary View of the Origin and Progress of 
Grecian Philosophy. Religious Persecution. Sophists ; 
Socrates. 


It may appear superfluous to repeat, that the 
business of history is neither panegyric nor satire, 
but to estimate justly and report faithfully the 

K 2 virtues 
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CHAP, virtues and vices of men, who, individuaHy or 

■ ■ collectively, have been ingaged in circumstances 

marking them for historical notice. Yet panegyric 
hath commonly been so mixed with certain por- 
tions of Grecian history, that an honest declara- 
tion of that truth, which a careful investigation 
will discover, may, on more than one occasion, 
with many readers, need apology. Authors under 
the Roman empire, and many in modern Europe, 
of reputation to have ingaged almost universal 
credit, have spoken in rapturous language of the 
virtuous age of Greece, and especially of Athens, 
as of something not only well known by fame, 
but undoubtedly once existing. When it existed, 
nevertheless, even in their' imagination, seems 
impossible to fix, so that testimony overthrowing 
the supposition, shall not be obvious. For the 
age before Solon, memorials of men and things 
are too scanty to furnish ground for the character. 
I'or that extraordinary man’s own age, our means 
for tracing the course of events, are still very 
deficient; but there remains from his own hand, 
preserved among the works of Demosthenes, a 
picture of the Athenian people. The profligacy 
of all ranks is there exhibited in strong colors : 
of their virtues nothing appears. Yet Solon seems 
to have had the merit of preparing what, if we 
may believe Thucydides and Plato, might best 
deserve the title of the virtuous age of Athens ; 
for (may I venture on the authority of Thucydides 
and Plato to say it) the nearest approach to sO 
advantageous a state of things appears to have 
been made under what declaimers, who lived 

many 
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many centuries after have assumed to themselves 
to reprobate, as the tyranny of the Pcisistratids. 

But, in the age with which we are now ingaged, 
the age of Plato, Xenophon, and philosophy, 
morality seems not only to have been not better 
practised, but even not better understood, than in 
Homer’s time. That Might made Right, especially 
in public transactions, was a tenet very generally 
avowed ; the incalculable mischiefs of which were 
checked only by the salutary superstition, which 
taught to respect the sanction of oaths, in the 
fear that immediate vengeance from the gods 
would follow the violation of it, as a personal 
affront to themselves. It appears however, in 
the remaining works of the great comic poet of 
the day, that this salutary superstition was in his 
time fast wearing away. The light of reason, 
improved by much communication of men among 
oneanother, had inabled the more quicksighted 
to discover, that temporal evil, of any kind 
obvious to common observation, fell no more 
upon fa I se-s wearers than upon tlie most scrupulous 
observers of their oaths. The perjured might Ch. s. 1. 
sufter in secret, under those alarms of conscience ‘ 

which Homer’s penetration has attributed to 
them ; but experience had sufficiently taught to 
consider Hesiod’s denunciations as anile fables 

The 


** ‘ Men hid from the sight of the gods by clouds,' says 
one of the characters in the comedy of The Birds, ‘ commit 
perjuries undiscovered ; but if the gods could manage an 
alliance with the Birds, then, should a man who had sworn 
by the crow and by Jupiter, break his oath, the crow would dy 
down slily and pluck him an eye out.^ Aristoph. A v. v. 1607* 
The Jokes which follow about Jupiter dying and Hercules 

K 3 cooking. 
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CHAP. The mischief thus done by human reason, in the 
j destruction of one of the greatest safeguards 
of society, human reason could not perhaps at 
Xcn. Mem. all, but Certainly could not readily, repair. It is 
4 evident from the writings of Xenophon and Plato, 
Piat-Aicib. that, in their age, the boundaries of right and 
f. i! wrong, justice and injustice, honesty and dis- 
^'357. & honesty, were little determined by any generally- 
b received principle. There were those who con- 

uo'p^os *^®*^ded that, in private as in public affairs, whatever 
was clearly for a man’s advantage, he might 
reasonably do ; and even sacrifice was performed 
and prayer addressed to the gods for success in 
w’rong. When therefore that cloud of supersti- 
tion, which produced a regard for the sanction 
of oaths, was dissipated by the increasing light 
of reason, an increased depravity would of course 
gain among the Grecian people. We learn indeed, 
from the best cotemporary testimony, that of 
Thucydides, that the fact was so ; and hence 
occasion may have been taken by the orators 
of the next age, who seem first to have cherished 
and promulgated the notion, which in any other 
point of view appears purely romantic, to call 
the preceding times the Virtuous Age or 
Greece. 

Yet while thus, not morality only, but, as we 
have before observed, politics, were defective 
among the Greeks, to a degree to excite wonder, 
science was in esteem, and had, in some branches, 

the 

cooking, seem, like some other jokes of Aristophanes, to 
have had no other object than to bring the gods, or at least 
fte notions of diem which the established religion inculcated, 
into contempt. 
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the foundation already laid of all that is now 
most valued in them. Grecian Philosophy 
is said to have had its origin from Thales, whom 
we have seen a leading man of Miletus in Ionia, 
at the time of that rebellion of the Aslan Greeks 


SECT. 

in. 


against the Persian empire, which led to the 
invasion of Greece itself, and the glory of the 
Athenians at Marathon. The learning, through 
which Thales became so distinguished among his 
fellowcountrymen, and so eminent in the republic 
of letters through all ages, he is said to have 
acquired in Egypt. The circumstances of indi- 
viduals, in the Grecian commonwealths, w’ere 
indeed more favorable for the cultivation of 


science, than a transient view of the political 
state of the country might give to suppose. Few 
had large incomes ; but numbers lived in leisure ; 
mostly maintained by the labor, of slaves; as- 
sembled in towns, and all communicating with all. 
Manners were thus formed ; politeness was dif- 
fused; genius w'as invited to display itself; and 
minds capacious and active, but less daring or 
less turbulent, or more scrupulously honest, 
avoiding the thorny and miry paths of ambition, 
which required not only courage beyond the 
powers of the weak, but often compliances be- 
yond the condescension of the liberal, would 
naturally turn themselves to the new modes of 
employment and of distinction, which the intro- 
duction of science offered. A lively imagination 
was among the national characteristics of the 
Greeks ; and, from tlie earliest accounts of the 

A nOitiony 
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CHAP, nation, we find, that whenever new knowlege 
. . beamed, it was received with eager attention. 

Thus, from the light acquired by Thales in 
Egypt, arose what has obtained the name of the 
Ionian school of philosophy. Thales is said to 
have been the first among the Greeks who cal- 
culated an eclipse of the sun ; and hence perhaps 
we may best conjecture the extent of his science, 
and the kind of philosophy that he chiefly culti- 
vated, or whence he principally derived his fame. 
Soon after him Pythagoras, driven by political 
troubles front his native Ionian iland, Samos, 
diflfused information, nearly similar, derived from 
the same source, among the {xrecian towns of 
Italy. We have already bad occasion to advert 
to die dubiousness of all accounts of Pythagoras, 
beyond the very little that Herodotus and 
Dice Uert. Aristolle have recorded of him. Thales is said, 
as well as Pythagoras, to have mixed some 
valuable moral precepts with the instruction vidiich 
he communicated on other sciences. Both how- 
ever seem mcerly to have followed the example 
of the gnomic poets, the instructors and legislators 
of earliest ages, from Musajus and Grpheus, or 
those before them, dov^ nward to their own time. 
It does not appear that they attempted to reduce 
morality to a system ; and therefore, tho they 
may have deserved highly as moral preachers, 
they seem hardly to have had any proper claim to 
the title of moral philosophers. 

‘ To do as you would be done by,’ seems, 
when once stated, so obvious a maxim for di- 
recting the conduct of men toward oneanother, 

and, 
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Sind, when dispassionately considered, so incon- sect. 
trovertibly just a foundation for all moral philo- . , 

sophy, that we may wonder at any delay in its 
discovery, and any hesitation about its reception. 
Nevertheless self-love, perpetually instigating the 
desire to command others and to profit at their 
ex pence, 0[)erates so powerfully in the contrary 
direction, that Thales rnay deserve great credit for 
the rule approaching, but far from reaching it, 

‘ Not to do to others, what if done to us, we 
‘ should resent But dry unconnected pre- 
cepts, thwarting the passions and unalluring to 
the imagination, did not win attention like physical 
and metaphysical inquiries. The calculation of 
an eclipse of the sun led the mind to more 
amusing speculation, and left the passions free. 

The formation of the world, the nature of matter xcn. Mem. 
and of spirit, the laws of the heavenly bodies, 
were therefore subjects which, in the intervals of 
political strife, deeply ingaged the minds of the 
Asian Greeks. But in the* want of convenient 
materials and method, books were yet so rare 
that few could stiidv in retirement. Knowlege 
was communicated in discourse; and the gym- 
nasia and public porticoes, built for exercises of 
^ the 

^ Mr. Gibbon has considered the two rules as the same, 
or of equal value : ‘ The golden rule, of doing as you would be 

* done by, a rule which,' he says, ‘ 1 read in a moral treatise 

* of Isocrates (in Nicocle) four hundred years before the 

‘ publication of the gospel : ‘a Mpuw 

* ravrat toJ^ Gibbon's Roni. Hist. c. 54. 

note 36. The difference between them aj^pears however to 
me very great; one forbidding only evil-doing; tlie other, 
commanding universal charity. Xenophon, I remember 
somewhere, I believe in the Cyropaedeia, roinmending bene- 
volence to enemies, has approached much nearer to the 
Christian doctrine. 
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icH\T. the bod^, became places of meeting for tbe 
. ■ culture of the mind. 

The love of science is universally said to have 
been first communicated, among the Athenians, 
under the able and benign administration of the 
Peisistratids. But science itself was then in 
infancy, and its immediate growth in Athens was 
checked by the violence of political contest, 
which produced the insuing revolution, and kept 
low by the long-subsisting fervor of party-spirit. 
The Persian invasions, quickly following, absorbed 
all attention, and the great political objects, which 
afterward ingaged the general mind, left little 
leisure for speculative pursuits. It was not till 
the superior talents of Pericles had quieted the 
storms of war and faction, that science, which 
had in the interval received great improvement 
among the Asian Greeks, revived at Athens with 
Arist. new vigor. Anaxagoras of Clazomene, the pre- 

de aiiima ^ i- 

).i. C.2, ceptor and friend of Pericles, bred in all the 
learning of the loniati school, is said first to have 
introduced what might properly be called Philo- 
Aristot. Bophy there. To him is Attributed the first 

metapli^s. , . - 1 ' i . 1 1 11 1 

1. 1. c. 4 . conceptioh of one eternal, almighty, and all-good 
Being, or, as he is said to have expressed him- 
self, a pefect mind, indep^dent of body, as the 
cause or creator of all things.. The gods received 
in Greece, of course, were low in his estimation ; 
the sun and moon, commonly reputed divinities, 
he held to be meer material substances, the sun 
f^i’socr globe of stone, the moon an earth, nearly 
p.s6. t.i, similar to ours. A doctrine so repugnant to the 
system on which depended the estimation of all 

the 
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the festivals, processions, sacrifices, and oracles, S^CT. 
which so fascinated the vulgar mind, was not ' — A—* 
likely to be propagated without reprehension, perliu'** 
Even the science which inabled to calculate an 
eclipse was offensive, inasmuch as it lowered the ’'■sss- 
im(K)rtance, and interfered with the profits, of 
priests, augurs, interpreters, and seers. An accu* 
sation of impiety was therefore instituted against 
Anaxagoras ; the general voice went with the 
prosecutors ; and all that the power and influence 
of Pericles could do for his valued friend, Avas to 
procure him means of escape from Attica. 

But while physical and metaphysical specula- 
tion ingaged men of leisure, there was other 
learning that had more attraction for the ambitious 
and needy. To men indeed in general, living in 
an independent, and still more if in an imperial 
democracy, whatever might best inable them to 
sway the minds of their fellowcitizens, and, 
through such influence, raise themselves to com- 
manding, dignified, and profitable public situa- 
tions, would be the most interesting science. He 
who, knowing more than others, could also 
express himself better, w'ould command attention 
in the public assemblies. That general education 
therefore, which gave, the greatest advantage to 
talents for public speaking, a knowlege of letters 
and language, of mathematics, of laws, of history, 
of men and manners, whatever might contribute 
to form what we call Taste, which inables the 
possessor, by a kind of sentiment, without re- 
flection, to give advantage to everything by the 
manner of speaking and acting, and still more to 

avoid 
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whatever, either in itself or by the manner 
' — — ’ of putting it forward, can excite disgust or con- 
tempt, these would be in the highest request. 

Yet there would be able men to whom, in the 
turbulence of the Grecian democracies, public 
situations would be little inviting ; in some of the 
smaller states they were beneath a soaring ambi- 
tion ; in the larger, amid the competition of 
numbers, success would to many be hopeless; 
some men, possessing high mental faculties, might 
want strength of body or powers of elocution; 
and many would be excluded or deterred by 
unfortunate party-connections. From among all 
these, therefore, some, instead of putting them- 
selves forward for public situations, sought the 
less splendid, but safer advantages, to be derived 
from communicating to others that science and 
that taste, which might inable them to become 
considerable as public men. Athens always was 
the great field for acquiring fame and profit in 
this line ; yet those who first attained eminence 
in it were foreiners there, Gorgias of Leontini 
in Sicily, formerly noticed as chief of an embassy 
from his own city to Athens, Prodicus of the 
little Hand of Ceos, and Hippias of Elis. All 
acquired very considerable 
riches by their profession. Their success there- 
fore invited numbers to follow their example, and 
Greece, but far more especially Athens, shortly 
abounded with those who, under the name of 
sophists, professors of wisdom, undertook to teach 
eveiy science. The scarcity and dearness of 
books gave high value to that learning, which a 

man 



SOCRATES. 


141 

man with a well-stored mind, and a ready and sect. 

clear elocution, could communicate. None. > 

without eloquence, could undertake to be instruc- 
tors; so that the sophists, in giving lessons of 
eloquence, were themselves the example. They 
frequented all places of public resort, the agora, 
the public walks, the gymnasia, and the porticoes ; 
where they recommended themselves to notice 
by an ostentatious display of their abilities, in 
disputation among oneanother, or with whoever 
would converse with them. 

In the competition thus arising, men of specious 
rather than solid abilities would often gain the 
most extensive estimation. A certain dignity of 
character was generally affected, to which de- 
cency of manner was indispensably necessary; 
whence arose the opposition of the sophists to 
the comic poets : but if the doctrine of a licen- 
tious rather than a severe morality would recom- 
mend them to extensive favor, their efforts would 
be more directed to excuse and give a specious 
appearance to this, than to inforcc the other. 

Many of them indeed would take either side of 
any (juestion ; political or moral ; and it was 
generally their glory to make the worse appear 
the better cause. 

The profession of sophist had not long florished, 
and no Athenian had acquired fame in any branch 
of philosophy, when the singular talents, and sin- 
gular manners and pursuits, of Socrates son of 
Sophroniscus, ingaged public attention. Tlie father riat. 
was a statuary, and is not mentioned as veiy p. isi.i.*. 
eminent in hi» profession ; but, as a man, he 

seems 
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seems to have been respected among the most 

' eminent of the commonwealth : with Lysimachus, 

Liche,, son of the great Aristeides, he lived in particular 

p. 180. 1. s. intimacy. Socrates inheriting a very scanty fortune, 
had a mind wholly intent upon the acquisition 
and communication of knowlege. The sublime 
principles of theology, taught by Anaxagoras, 
made an early impression upon his mind. They 
led him to consider what should be the duty 
owed by man, to such a Being as Anaxagoras 
described his Creator ; and it struck him that, if 
the providence of God interfered in the govern- 
ment of this world, the duty of man to man, 
little considered by poets or priests as any way 
connected with religion, and hitherto almost totally 
neglected by philosophers, must be a principal 
branch of the duty of man to God. It struck 
him farther, that with the gross defects which he 
saw in the religion, the morality, and the govern- 
ments of Greece, tho the favorite inquiries of the 
jrfiilosophers, concerning the nature of the Deity, 
the formation of the woiid, the laws of the 
heavenly bodies, might, while theyamused, perhaps 
also inlarge and improve the minds of a few 
speculative men, yet the investigation of the social 
duties was infinitely more important, and might 
he infinitely more useful^ to mankind in general. 
Indowed % nature with a most discriminating 
mind, and a singularly ready eloquence, he 
directed his utmost attention to that investigation; 
and when, by reflection, assisted and proved by 
conversation amotig the sophists and other able 
men, he had decided an opinion, he co mmunic ated 
8 it, 
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it, not in the way of precept, but by proposing 
a question, and, in the course of interrogatory 
argument, leading his hearers to the just con- 
clusion. 

We are informed by his disciple Xenophon, 
how he passed his time. He was always in 
public. Early in the morning he went to the 
walks and the gymnasia : w'hen the agora filled, 
he was there ; and, in the afternoon, wherever he 
could find most company. Generally he was the 
principal speaker. The liveliness of his manner 
made his conversation amusing as well as in- 
structive, and he denied its advantages to nobody. 
But he was nevertheless a most pat>ent hearer ; 
and preferred being the hearer whenever others 
were present, able and disposed to give valuable 
information to the company. He did not com- 
monly refuse invitations, frequently received, to 
private entertainments: but he would undertake 
no private instruction ; nor could any solicitation 
induce him to rdieve his poverty, by accepting, 
like the sophists and rhetoricians, a reward for 
what he gave in public. 

In the variety of his communication on social 
duties, he could not easily, and perhaps he did 
not desire intirely, to avoid either religious or 
political subjects ; hazardous, both of them, under 
the jealous tyranny of democracy. It remains 
a question how far he was subject to superstition ; 
but his honesty is so authenticated, that it seems 
fairer to impute to him some weakness in credulity, 
than any intention to deceive. If we may believe 
his own account, reported by his two principal 

disciples, 


SECT. 

HI. 

* ^ ■ I ■ -* 


Mem. 
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c. 1 . s. 10. 


PUt. apol. 
Socr. p. 
Xenoph. 
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CHAP disciples, he believed himself divinely impelled 

. XEii. to the employment to which he devoted his life, 
Plat. apol. inquiring and teaching the duty of man to man. 

&"3i t t* divine spirit, in his idea, constantly attended 

Soc' ^1'”’ ’ whose voice, distinctly heard, never ex- 

c. 1. s. 3. pressly commanded what he was indisposed to 
do, but frequently forbad what he had intended. 
To unveil the nature of Deity was not among 
his pretensions. lie only insisted on the perfect 
goodness and perfect wisdom of the Supreme 
God, the creator of all things, and the constant 
superintendence of his providence over the affairs 
Xea. Mem. of men. . As included in these, he held that 
^1! s. 111. everything done, said, or meerly wished by men, 
was known to the Deity, and that it was im- 
possible he could be pleased with evil. The 
unity of God, tho implied in many of his reported 
discourses, he would not in direct terms assert ; 
*. rather carefully avoiding to dispute the existence 
of the multifarious gods acknowleged in Greece; 
Plat but he strongly denied the w'eaknesses, vices, and 
crimes commonly imputed to them. So far how- 
ever from propo.sing to innovate in forms of 
worship and religious ceremonies, so various in 
the different Grecian states, and sources of more 
doubt and contention than any other circum- 
stances of the heathen religion, he held tliat men 
Xcn. Mot. could not in these matters do wrong, if they 
c.3.’s.’i.’ followed the laws of their own country and the 
institutions of their forefathers. He was tlierefore 
regular in sacrifice, both upon the public altars 
and in his family. He seems to have been per- 
suaded that the Deity, by various signs, revealed 

the 
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tbe future to men; in oracles, dreams, and alJ sect 
the various ways usually acknowleged by those . . 

conversant in the reputed science of augury. 

‘ Where the wisdom of men cannot avail,’ he xcn.Mem. 
said, ‘ we should endevor to gain information 
‘ from the gofls ; who will not refuse intelligible 8* 

‘ signs to those to whom they are propitious.’ 
Accordingly he consulted oracles himself, and he 
I'^cornmended the same practice to others, in every Xen Anait . 
doubt on important concerns. 

The circumstances of the Athenian government, 
in his time, could not invite a man of Socrates’s 
disposition to ofl'er himself for political situations. 

He thought he might be infinitely more useful to 
his country in the singular line, it might indeed 
be called a public line, which he had chosen for 
himself. Not emly he would not solicit office, 
but he would take no part in political contest. In piatapoi. 
the several revolutions which occurred, he was p”g 3 & sc 
perfectly passive. Bat he would refuse nothing, 
on the contrary he would be active in everytliing, 
that he thought decidedly the duty of a citizen. 

When called upon to serve among the heavy- 
armed, he was exemplary in the duties of a private 
soldier; and as speh he fought at Potidaea, 
Amphipohs, ana Delium. We find him men- xen.Mcm 
tinned in civil office ; at iptie time president of the f 
general assembly, and at another a member of 
the council of Fivehundred. In each situation Socr. p. s'* 
he distinguished himself by his unbending up- 
rightness. When president, he resisted the 
violence of the assembled people, who voted a 
decree, in substance or in manner, contrary to 

VOL. V. L 
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CHAP, the constitution. Neither threats nor intreaties 
. could move him to give it the necessary sanction 
of his office. As a member of the council, we 
have already seen him in the office of prytanis, 
at the trial of the six generals, when his perse- 
vering resistance to the injustice of popular 
tyranny was rendered useless, through the want 
of equal constancy in his collegues, who yielded 
to the storm. Under the Tliirty again, we have 
seen him, not in office indeed, but daring to 
refuse office, unworthy and illegal office, which 
the tyranny of the all-powerful Critias would have 
put upon him. 

We are not informed when Socrates first be- 
came distinguished as a sophist; for in that 
description of men he was. in his own day 
reckoned. When the wit of Aristophanes was 
directed against him in the theater, he was 
already among the most eminent, but his eminence 
seems to have been then recent. It was about 
the tenth or eleventh year of the Peloponnesian 
war, when he was six or seven and forty years 
of age, that after the manner of the old comedy, 
he was offered to public derision upon the stage, 
by his own name, as one of, the persons of the 
drama, in the comedy of Aristophanes, called 
The Clouds, which is yq| extant. Some antipathy, 
it appears, existed between the “comic poets, 
collectively, and the sbphisls or philosophers. 
The licentiousness of the former could indeed 
scarcely escape the animadversion of the latter, 
who, on the contrary, favored the tragic poets, 
competitors with the comedians for public favor. 

Euripides 
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Euripides and Aristophanes were particularly sect. 
enemies ; and Socrates not only lived in intimacy . . 

with Euripides, but is said to have assisted him 
in some of his tragedies. We are informed of 
no other cause for the injurious representation 
which the comic poet has given of Socrates*'; 
whom he exhibits, in The Clouds, as a flagitious, Aristoph. 
yet ridiculous pretender to the occult sciences, & a^*'^**’ 
conversing with the clouds as divinities, and 
teaching the principal youths of Athens to despise 
the received gods and to cozen men. The saa. 
audience, accustomed to look on defamation with 
carelessness, and to hold as lawful and proper 
whatever might amuse the multitude, applauded 
the wit, and general approbation to the 

piece : but the high estimation of the character 
of Socrates sufficed to prevent that complete 
success, which the poet had promised himself. 

The crown, which rewarded him whose drama most 
earned the public favor, and which Aristophanes 
bad so often won, was on this occasion refused 
him. 

Two or three and tweri^ years had elapsed Briinck.not. 
since the first representation of The Clouds ; the ArSopii. 
storms of conquest suffered from a forein enemy, 
and of four revolutions in the civil government 

of 

" The learned Brunck, ia.||k. Note on The Clouds of 
Aristophanes, contends that t^e poet boire really no ill-will 
to the philosopher. Hs). draws his proof chiefly from the 
circumstance that in I^to’s dialogue,' intitled The Banquet, 

Socrates and Aristophanes are represented sitting, in no 
unfriendly way, at the same table, and in confirmation of it he 
adduces the celebrated panegyrical epigram on Aristophanes, 
which has been commonly attributed to Plato. Aristoph. 

Branch, p. 65. t. a. 
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CHAP, of the country, had passed; nearly three years 
. ■ had followed of that quiet, which the revolution 

under Thrasybulus produced, and the act of 
amnesty should have confirmed, when a young 
Plat. Euih. tnan, named Melitus, went to the king-archon, 
Apo'/sTOr*^ and, in the usual form, delivered an information 
5tfn*'Mcin Socrates, and bound himself to prosecute. 

Socr. init. The information ran thus ; ‘ Melitus son of 
Jit^siw."* ‘ Melitus, of the borough of Pitthos, declares 
‘ these upon oath against Socrates son of 
‘ Sophroniscus, of the borough of Alopece : 

‘ Socrates is guilty of reviling the gods whom 
* the city acknowleges, and of preaching other 
‘ new gods ; moreover he is guilty of corrupting 
‘ the youth. Penalty,' death.’ 

Xenophon begins his Memorials of his revered 
master, with declaring his wonder how the 
Athenians could have been persuaded to condemn, 
to death, a man of such uncommonly ‘Clear in- 
nocence and exalted worth. yElian, tho for 
authority he can bear no , comparison witfi 
Xenophon, has nevertheless, I think, given the 
solution. ‘ Socrates,’ he says, ‘.disliked the 
‘ Athenian constitution. For he saw that de- 
‘ mocracy is tyrannical, and abounds with all 
‘ the evils of absolute monarchy**.’ But tho 
the political circumstances of the times made it 
necessary for cotempoa&ry writers to speak with 
caution, yet both Xeii[opl^}n and Plato have 

declared 

* iUKfeirtK li Ti» 'ASt/naU/r tnXmiet ovk ifimiilo’ Tv^unmiii 

yif, tt»t iuf» rw oZftti. .£lian. van hist. 

1 . 3 - 17* And this is consonant to Aristotle’s observation, 

quoted at the end of the first section of the twenty-first 
chapter, ‘H i Tvfttnif in. 
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Aeii. mem, 
Socr. 1. 1. 
c. il. s, 9. 


dedared enough to show tliat the assertion of sect. 
JEIiaa was well-founded ; and farther proof, were . ^ 

it wanted, may be derived from another early 
w'riter, nearly cotemporary, and, deeply versed in 
the politics of his age, the orator iEschines. xen. mem. 
Indeed, tho not stated in the inditement, yet it 
was urged against* Socrates by his prosecutors 
before the court, that he was disaffected to the 
democracy j and in proof they affirmed it to be 
notorious that he had ridiculed, what the Athenian 
constitution prescribed, the appointment to magis* 
tracy by lot. ‘ Thus,’ they said, ‘ he taught his 
‘ numerous followers, youths of the principal 
‘ families of the city, to despise the established 

* government, and to be turbulent and seditious ; 

‘ and his success had been seen in the conduct 

* of two, the most eminent, Alcibiades and 
‘ Critias. £vei^ the best things he converted to 

‘ these ill purposes : from the most esteemed c. 2. ». se. 

‘ poets, and particularly from Homer, he selected ** 

‘ passages to inforce his anti-democratical prin- 
‘ ciples.’ 

Socrates, it appears indeed, was not inclined 
to deny his disapprobation of the Athenian con- 
stitution. His defence itself, as it is reported by 
Plato, contains matter on which to found* an 
accusation against him, of disaffection to the 
sovereintyof the people, sucii as, under jealous lji or. 
tyranny of the Athenitpi democracy, would some- 
times subject a maii'' to the* p^alties of high 
treason. ‘ You well know,’ he says, ‘ Athenians, 

‘ that, had I ingaged in public business, I should 
‘ long ago have perished, without procuring any 

L 3 ‘ advantage 
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‘ advantage either to you or to myself. Let not 
‘ the truth offend you : it is no peculiarity of 
‘ your democracy, or of your national character : 
‘ but, wherever the people is soverein, no man 
‘ who shall dare honestly to oppose injustice, 
‘ frequent and extravagant injustice, can avoid 
* destruction.’ 

Without this proof, indeed, we might reason- 
ably believe, that, tho Socrates was a good and 
faithful subject of the Athenian government, and 
would promote no sedition, no political violence, 
yet he could not like the Athenian constitution*’. 
He wished for wholesome changes by gentle 
means ; and it seems even to have been a prin- 
cipal object of the labors to which he dedicated 
himself, to infuse principles into the rising gene- 
ration that might bring about the desirable change 
insensibly. His scholars were chiefly sons of the 
M-ealthiest citizens, whose easy circumstances af- 
forded leisure to attend him ; and, some of these, 
zealously adopting his tenets, others meerly 
pleased with the ingenuity of his argum^ts, and 
the liveliness of his manner, and desirous to 
emulate his triumphs over his opponents, were 
forward, after his example, to ingage in dispu- 
tation upon^ail die subjects oh which he was 
accustomed to discourse. '!^us. employed, and 
thus foUawed, tho Ihiaself avoiding office and 
puUic business, those wh|p governed or desired 
to govern the Coihmonwi^Mi through their in- 
fluence among the Many, might perhaps not 

^ unreasonably 

* His political principles seem most particularly declared 
in Plato’s Crito. 
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unreasonably consider him as one who was, or 
might become, a formidable adversary ; nor 
might it be difficult to excite popular jealousy 
against him. 

Melitus, who stood forward as his principal 
accuser, was, as Plato informs us, no way a man 
of any great consideration. His legal description 
gives some probability to the conjecture that his 
father was one of the commissioners sent to 


SECT. 

m. 



Lacedaemon, from the moderate party, who op- 
posed the ten successors of the Thirty Tyrants, cii.ai.s.s. 
while Thrasybulus held Peiraeus, and Pausanias “^*'“***‘*‘‘ 
ivas incamped before Athens. He was a poet, 
and stood forward as in a common cause of the 
poets, who esteemed the doctrine of Socrates 
injurious to their interest. Unsupported, his 
<ation would have been little formidable. But 


he seems to have been a meer instrument in the 


business. He was soon joined by Lycon, one 
of the most powerf”' speakers of his time. 
Lycon was the avowed patron of the rhetoricians, 
who, as well as .the poets, thought their interest 
injured by the moral philosopher’s doctrine. I 
know not that on any other occasion, in Grecian 
history, we have any account of this kind of 
party-interest jc^rating; but from circumstances 
nearly analogow7|a own country, if we sub- 
stitute for poets the cler^ and for. rhetoricians 
the lawyers, we may ga,tliM what might be the 
party-spirit, and wl\|t the weight of influence of 
the rhetoricians and poets in Athens. With 
Lycon, Anytus, a man scarcely second to any in 
the commonwealth in rank and general estimation, 

L 4 who 
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CHAP, who had held high command with reputation m 
' — the Peloponnesian war, and had been the prin- 
cipal associate of Thrasybulus in the war against 
the Thirty and the restoration of the democracy, 
declared himself a supporter of the prosecution 
Nothing in the accusation could, by any known 
law of Athens, alfect the life of the accused. 
In England, no man would be put upon trial on 
so vague a charge : no grand jury would listen to 
it. But in Athens, if the party was strong 
enough, it signified little what was tlie law. When 
Lycon and Anytus came forward, Socrates saw 
that his condemnation was already decided. 

By the course of his life, however, and by the 
turn of his thoughts for many years, he had so 
prepared himself for all Events, that, far from 
alarmed at the probability of his condemnation, 
he rather rejoiced at it, as, at his age, a fortunate 
occurrence. He was persuaded of the soul’s 
Plat Ph®d. immortality, and of the superintending providence 
of an all-good Deity, whose favor he had always 
been assiduously endevoriog to deserve. Men 
Plat. apoi. fgjjr death, he said,- as if unquestionably the 
greatest evd ; and yet no man knows that it may 
Xenoph. not be the greatest good. If indeed great joys 
were in prospect, he might and^is friends for 
him, with, somewhat more rwlKn, regret the 
c“a s 6 ; but at his ye^, and with his scanty for- 

si »cq. tune, tho hq was hi^y enough, at seventy, still 

to 

** vvre Xen, apol. 

Socr. s. 29. Anytus came forward as patron of the demiurgi. 
Plat. apol. Socr. p. 23. i. What these were I find no 
information. 
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to preserve both body and mind in vigor, yet sect. 
even his present gratifications must necessarily . 
soon decay. To avoid therefore the evils of age, 
pain, sickness, decay of sight, decay of hearing, 
perhaps decay of understanding, by the easiest 
of deaths (for such the Athenian mode of execu- 
tion, by a draught of hemlock, was reputed) 
cheered with the company of surrounding friends, 
could not be otherwise than a blessing. 

Xenophon says that, by condescending to a Xen.Mcm. 
little supplication, Socrates mfght easily have 
obtained his acquittal. No admonition or intreaty 
of his friends however could persuade him to such 
an ’ unworthiness. On the contrary, when put Pia‘. 
upon his defence, he told the people that he did 
not plead, for his own sake, but for theirs, wishing 
them to avoid the guilt Of an unjust condemna- 
tion. It was usual for accused persons to bewail p. 34 . 
their apprehended lot, with tears to supplicate 
favor, and, • by exhibiting their children upon the 
bema, to endevor to excite pity. He thought 
it, he said, more respectful to the court, as well 
as more becoming hittiself, to omit uH this ; how- 
ever aware that their sentiments were likely so 
far to differ from his; that judgement would be 
given in anger for it.- 

Condemna^QD pronounce4sWrou^t no change 
upon him. He again addressed the court, de- 
clared his innocence of the matters laid against 
him, and observed that, even if every charge had 
been completely proved, still all together did not, p- *5- 
according to any known law, amount' to a capital 
crime. ‘ But,’ in conclusion he said, ‘ it is time Plat. apoi. 

* to 
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CHAP, ‘to depart ; I to die, you to live : but which for 
' — ‘ the greater good, God only knows.’ 

It was usual at Athens for execution very soon 
to follow condemnation ; commonly on the mor- 
Piat. Ph.ed. row. But it happened that the condemnation of 
p. j8. 1. 1. gQgj.gtes took place on the eve of the day ap- 
pointed for the sacred ceremony of crowning the 
galley, which carried the annual offerings to the 
gods worshipped at- Delos ; and immemorial 
tradition forbad all executions till the sacred 
vessel’s return. ' Thus the death of Socrates was 
respited thirty days, while his friends had free 
XcD. Mem. access to him in the prison. During all that 
■ time he admirably supported bis constancy. 
Means were concerted for his escape ; the jailer 
was bribed, a vessel prepared, and a secure re* 
Plat. Crit. treat in Thessaly provided. No arguments, no 
prayers, could persuade him to use the oppor- 
tunity. He had always taught the duty of 
obedience to the laws, and he would not furnish 
an example of die breach of it. To no purpose 
it was urged that he Iiad been unjustly condem- 
ned : he had always held,; that wrong did not 
justify wrong. He waited with perf^t composure 
the return of the sacred vessel, reasoned on the 
immortality of the soul, the advantage of virtue, 
the happiness derived from having made it through 
life his pursuit, and, with bis friends about him, 
took the fatal cup, and died. 

Writers who, after Xenophon and Plato, have 
related the death of Socrates, seem to have held 
thmselves hound to Me with those who preceded 
them, in giving pathos to the story. The purpose 
3 here 



CIIAKACTEU OF SOCftATES. 


155 

here has been rather to render it intelligible; 
to show its connection with the political history 
of Athens ; to derive from it illustration of the 
political history. The magnanimity of Socrates, 
the principal efficient of the pathos, surely de- 
serves admiration; yet it is not that in which 
he has most outshone other men. The circum- 
stances of lord Russel’s.fate were far more trying. 
Socrates, we may reasonably suppose, would 
have borne lord Russel’s trial: but, with bishop 
Rurnet for his eulogist, instead ' of Plato and 
Xenophon, he would not have had his present 
splendid fame. The singular merit of Socrates 
lay in the purityand the useffilness of his man- 
ners and conversation ; the clecftness with which 
he saw, ^d the steddiness with which he prac- 
tised,'ip a blind and corrupt i%e, all moral duties ; 
the disinterestedness and the zeal' with which he 
devoted himself the benefit of others; and 
the iniargbd 'ftij t^rm benevolence, whence his 
supreme and almost only pleasure seems to have 
consisted in doing good; ' The purity of Christian 
morality, little end||gh indeed seen in practice, 
nevertheless is become so fieimiliar in theory, that 
it passes almost for obvious, and even congenial 
to the human mind. Those only will justly wti- 
mate the merit of that near approach to.it which 
Socrates madd^plkb will take the pains to gather, 
as they may from the writings of his cotempo- 
raries and predecessors, how little conception was 
entertained of it before his time} how dull to a 
just moral sense the human mind has really been; 
how slow the progress in the investigation of 

moral 
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moral duties, even where not only great pains 
have been taken, but the greatest abilities zea- 
lously employed ; and, when discovered, how 
difficult it has been to establish them by proofs 
beyond controversy, or proofs even that should 
be generally admitted by the reason of men. It 
is through the light which Socrates diffused by 
his doctrine, inforced by his practice, with the 
advantage of having both the doctrine and the 
practice exhibited to highest advantage, in the 
incomparable writings of disciples' such os 
Xenophon and Plato, that his life forms an era 
in the history of Athens and of man 

The life and manners of Socrates remain reported with 
authority not to be fflhnd for any other character of heathen 
antiquity. Two men of the best ability and best reputation, 
who had lived familia]^ with him, but whom circumstances 
afterward separated, ^d set in some degree at. variance, 
have each described them in much detail. No deficiency of 
knowlege of their subject can be suspected; nothing can be 
reprehended, in either account, on,, the score of probability ; 
clearly, without conceit, Uiey agr^; bears the 

fullest testimony to the integrity of Socrates, and to the 
purity of his manners, pqrity beyond even the precepts of 
that age, as well as to the ^ excellence of .^his doctrine. On 
the contrary, those foul aspersions l|f)oh his character, which 
remain scattered among later antiifnt writers, and which the 
learned and ingenious auliior of The Observer has, now in 
our da3^s, thought it worth bis while to seek, to collect, and 
to exhibit in' groop, in a daylight which they had not before 
known, are reported neither on authority to bear any com- 
parison with tlie single evidence of eithen^ Plato Xenophon, 
much less’ with their united testimoi^, have they any 
probability to recommend them. 'flreJiWwry every appear- 
ance of having originated from the virulence of party- spirit, 
the spirit of that party which persecuted Socrates to death ; 
and they have been propagated by writers in the profligate 
ages that followed^ accemmod^ing themselves to the taste 
of those ages, which their own profligacy, apparently, has led 
some of them to defenef^d to flatter. For the propensity 
to involve men, in former ih'mes, of best report, in the scandal 
of that gross immorality which disgraced the fall of Greece 
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•dijci of Rome, is conspicuous among some of the writers 
under the Roman empire. 

'ITie quarrel of the learned author of The Observer with 
Socrates, has been taken up in revenge for the imputations, 
which some admirers of the philosopher, with more zeal than 
. either candor or good sense, have thrown upon the comic 
poet Aristophanes. The story reported by ^lian, that 
Aristophanes was bribed by Anylus and Melitus, to write the 
comedy of The Clouds, purposely to prepare the w ay for the 
impeachment of Socrates, which did not follow till after so 
many years and so many revolutions in the government, is 
evidently absurd and malicious ; and yet it is not impossible 
but tliat comedy may have contributed to the popular pre- 
judices, which inabled the enemies of Socrates to procure his 
condemnation. Xenophon and Plato have omitted to inform 
us either what incited Aristophanes so to traduce Socrates, 
or how the poet and the philosopher afterward became,- as 
from Plato it appears they did become, familiar friends. 
Pofesibly Aristophanes, when he wrote The Clouds, was little 
acquainted with Socrates, and possibly bore him no particular 
ntalice. His ol^ect seems to have been to stigmatize 
generally the quibbling of the sophists, and to ridicule the 
trifling of the naturalists. Some of. the principal jokes, such 
as measuring the flea’s jump, and accounting for the gnat’s 
noise, have no apparent relation to any doctrine or usual 
inquiry of Socrates; and possibly ifie philosopher may have 
been chosen for the hero of the piece only because he was 
more known to fame, more remarkable by his doctrine, by 
bis manner, and^ what va^ht be a consideration for a comic 
poet, by his person, than any other public teacher. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

Transactions of the Greeks in Asia and 
Thrace, from the Conclusion of the Pelo- 
ponnesian War, in which Persia was the 
Ally of Lacedaemon, to the Renewal of War 
between Laced^mon and Persia. 


SECTION I. . 

Increaud Connection of Grecian Affairs mth Persian. Success 
sum of Artaxerxes Mnemon to tie Persian Throne. W takness 
of the Persian Government. Grecian Forces raised by Cyras, 
brother of the King : Clearchus, Proxenus, Xenophon. 

CHAP. TN the latter yea^fs of the Peloponnesian war, 

. . A the affairs of Gpbece became, as we have seen, 

more than formerly impli6ated with those of 
Persia; and during the shiert califi which suc- 
ceeded the long troubles of' the former country, 
some events in the iatter%ill requhe our atten- 
tion. The detail wdll lead us far from Greece ; 
but, beside involving information of Grecian 
affairs not found el^wheie, it hhs a very im- 
portant connf^tk)# with Greciamhistory, through 
the insight ’ it' ’'dfl^ds into circumstances which 
prepared a revolution effected by Grecian arms, 
oqe of the greatest occurring in the annals of 
the world. 

By the event of the Peloponnesian war, the 
Asian Greeks chann^ the donunion of Athens, 
not for &at of litCicedsemon, the conquering 

Grecian 
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Grecian power, but of a forein, a barbarian sect. 
master, the king of Persia, then the ally of ■ . 

Lacedsemon. Toward the end of the same year 
in which a conclusion was put to the war, by the 
taking of Athens, Darius king of Persia, the Xcn. Auab. 
second of the name, died. He was succeeded *' '■ 

by his eldest son, Artaxerxes, also the second of 
his name, and, for his extraordinary memory, 
distinguished among the Greeks by the addition 
of Mnemon, the Mindful. The old king, in his 
last ilness, deSiirous to see once more his favorite 
son Cyrus, 'Sent for him from his government 
in Lydia. The prince, in obeying his father’s 
requisition, travelled in the usual manner of the 
Eastern great, with a train amounting almost to 
an army; and to exhibit, in his guard, the new 
magnificence of troops so ibuch heard of in the 
upper provinces, but jaever yet seen, he ingaged, 
by large pay, the atiMKknee of three hundred 
heavy-armed Greedta^' upder the command of 
Xenias of Pfurhasif in Arcadia. As a friend and 
counsellor, he took Mrith him Tissaphemes, satrap 
of Caria. 


On the decease of Darius, which followed 
shortly, a jealousy, scarcely separable from a 
despotic throne, but said to have been fomented 
by the unprincipled Tissapbi^ws, induced the 
new monarch to imprison his brother; whose 
death, it was supposed, in ^course would h^e 
followed, but for the powerful intercession of the 
queen-mother, Parysatis. Reltored through her w- 
influence, not only to liberty*, but to the great 
command intrusted to him Iby his indulgent father, 

Cyrus 
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CHAP. Cyrus nevertheless resented highly the indignity 

' — V— ^ he had suffered. He seems indeed to have 
owed little to his brother's kindness. ' Jealous 
of the known abilities and popular character of 
Cyrus, apprehensive of his revenge, and perhaps 
not unreasonably also of his ambition, Artaxerxes 
practised that w'retched oriental policy, still 
familiar with the Turkish government in the same 
countries, of exciting civil war l^tween the com- 
manders of his provinces, to disable them for 
A“®b. making war against the throne. Orontas, a per- 

•. 1 . 6, i. son related to the royal family, governor of the 
citadel of Sardis, was incouraged by the monarch’s 
councils, to rebel against that superior officer, 
under w'hose immediate authority, by those very 
councils, he was placed, and ostensibly still re- 
quired to act. Cyruff subdued and forgave him. 
A second opportunity oi^rring, Ordntas again 
rebelled ; again found ..himself, notwithstanding 
the secret patronage of ^ unable *to 
support his rebellion ; i^^^^V^liciting pardon, 
obtained, from the generoli^bf Cyrus, not pardon 
only but favor. But according to report, to which 
Xenoi^on ^ve credit, the queen-mother herself, 
Parysaffs, wh;^ther urged by the^ known enmity 
of Artaxerxfs: to Gyrus, or by whatever other 
cause, in^ted Imr^younger son to Seek the throne 
and life of the elder. Thus much hoyrever appears 
certain, that, very %bon after his return into Asia 
hlinor, Cyrus began preparations with that criminal 
view. For a pretence, it must be allowed, he 
seems not to have been totally without what 
the right of self-defmce might afford; yet his 

principal 
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principal motives evidently were ambition and 
revenge. 

The disjointed, tottering, and crumbling state 
of that empire,' which, under the first Darius, 
appeared so well compacted, and really was so 
powerful and florishing, • favored his views. 
Egypt, whose lasting revolt had been sdppressed 
by the first Ai^xerxes, was again in rebellion, 
and the of other distant provinces was 

more than siii^pectedk Within his own extensive 
viceroyalty, the large province of Paphlagonia, 
governed by its oifn tributary prince, paid but 
a precarious obedience to the Persian throne; 
the Mysian aild Peisidian mountaineers made 
open war ^j^inst the more peaceable subjects of 
the plains ; and the Lycaobiaihs, possessing them- 
selves of the fortified places-, held even the level 
country in independ^cy, and refused the accus- 
tomed tributeJ A largie of lesser Asia was 
thus in rebellion, iMOr^ dr leSs avowed. Hence, 
on one hand, tKd king’s councib 

and the exertion of' his trodjps were ingaged ; on 
the other, an undeniable pretence was ready for 
Cyrus to increase the' military force under his 
immediate authority. 

On his first ar rival in the n^ighbOihood of the 
Grecian colonies, iCyruSj as we have seen, became 
partial to die Greciam character. The degeneracy, 
efFeminacy,^ride, sferrility, and falsehood, pre- 
valent among the Assyrian and Median great, 
seem to have led the first Cyrus to establish as 
a maxim for the Persians, that to excel in drawing 
the bow, riding on horseback, and speaking truth, 

voti. V, M should 
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CHAP, should be their characteristic, and the great object - 

. of Persian education. Born with a generous 

temper, and superior powers of body and mind, and 
excelling in the two former requisites, the younger 
Cyrus would be likely to conceive a proud value 
for the latter ; and, * at an early age, to abhor 
and despise the duplicity and baseness in which 
the Persian were no longer distinguished from the 
Median and Assyrian courtidPs. * With a mind 
capable of friendship, and naturally solicitous for 
the esteem of those like himself, the superior 
character of men bred in the schools of Lycurgus, 
Anaxagoras, and Socrates, and formed in the w'ars 
and political turbulence of the pVecian coniihon- 
wealths, could not fmi po strike him. His vanity 
Avould cooperate with hia jiklgement in courting 
their good opinion ;'and, i as. his penetration dis- 
covered the use to be inade of them, even his 
ambition would lead him to cultivate their 
friendship. S' ' . , • . 

' As soon as the design against his brother’s 
throne was decided, Cyrus, with increased sedulity, 
extended his connections twong the Gteeks. They 
alone, among the h^ons of that time, knew how 
to tram armie#) so that thousands of meh mi;^t 
act as 6ne Machine. Hence .^l^r heavy-armed 
had a power, in the shock of battle, that no 
number of more irregular troops, hie^fiver brave, 
cotdd resist. ; To men of character therefore, 
from any part of Greece, but especially from 
Peloponnesus, whose heavy-armed were of highest 
reputation, introduction'to Cyrus was easy. The 
fame of his munificence and of his liberal manner 
3 invited ; 
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invited; and many became connected with him sect. 
by the pledge of hospitality, which, with the . 

Persians, not less than among the Greeks, was 
held sacred. Through the long and extensive 
war lately concluded, Greece abounded with ex- 
perienced officers, and with men of inferior rank, 
much practised in arms, and little in any peaceful 
way of livdffiood. Opportunity was thus ready 
for raisipg'a force of Grecian mercenaries, almost 
to any aihotti^t. What required circumspection 
was to avoid al^uining the court of Susa;. and 
this the defective principles and worse practice 
of the Persian administration made even easy. 

Thd%upe|inteQ4>°g command of Cyrus extended Xen. iici. 
over all jpesser Asia within tiie river Halys. The 
large province, committed to l^s immediate Anab. 1. 1. 
government, was composed of Ly^ia^ the Greater i. 
Phrygia, and Cappadocia. ThoXobian cities had 
been reserved to the satrapy of Tissaphernes. 

But the prince’s charac^ was popular, the sariap’s 
unpopular; insomuch that, finding their offered 
homage acceptable, all those <^pes, excepting 
Miletus, paid their appointed tri^te to Cyrus, 
and no longer acknowleged ffie satrap’s orders. 

To contest suq^ matters by arms, was become 
so ordinary ^anmng' the Persian governors, that 
raising troOpa lbr the purpbse was little likely to 
give umbraj^^to the court; cardbss how thp 
provinces were administered, provided only die 
expected tribute came regularly to the treasury. 

Cyrus therefore directed his Grecian commanders, 
in the several Uuvns, to inlist Greeks, especially 
Pebponnesians, as many as they could ; with the 

M 2 pretence 
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CHAP. preteDce of strengthening his garrisons against 
^xxin. apprehended attempts of Tissapheines. In 
Miletus, so the popularity of his character pre- 
vailed, a conspiracy was formed for revolting to 
him; but before it could be earned into effect, 
it was discovered ; and, by the satrap’s order, the 
ringleaders were executed, and many of their 
adherents banished. Cyrus not (mly protected 
the fugitives, but besieged Miletus by ^nd and 
sea ; and this new war furnished an' aidditional 
pretence for levying troops. * 

Notwithsanding the character of franlcness, 
honor, and strict regard for truth, which Cyrus 
generally supported, the candor of Xenbphon, 
his friend and pan^^rist, has not coni^led from 
us that he t^ould stoop to duplicity, when the 
great interest of his ambition instigated. So far 
AnabM. ffom acknowfe^og any purpose of disobedience 
e. 1 . ». 8. empire, he condescended to 

request from tiiat toother, a^inst whose throne 
and life his ;^pai'ation8 were alre^ directed, 
the royal au^rity for adding h> his im- 
mediate government, The request was granted ; 
at the instance, it was said, of l^arysatis, who 
preserved much influence with her t^der Son, 
while she incited the nefarious ^i^s qf dte younger 
against him. Concensiug intrigu^ in the Persian 
qourt, however, we should pei%%is allow our 
belief cautiously, even to Xenophon : but we may 
readily give, him credit for that weakness of the 
government, which, he affirms, induced the king 
to be pleased, rUther than offendgd, at the private 
war between his brother and the satrap; ina smu^’b 

as 



CLEARCHVS. IC5 

as by consuming their means in the distant pro- isect. 
Vinces, it might prevent disturbance from their v ■ 
ambition to the interior of the empire. 

Among the many Greeks admitted to the -A nab. I. 1. 
conversation and to •the table of Cyrus, was 
Clearchus, a Lacedaemonian ; who, after serving 
in the armies of his own commonwealth, through 
the Peloponnesian iiyar, found himsdf, at the age i.s.c.6. 
of fifty, .8ti|jt uneasy in rest. Looking all around ** *' 
for opplii;t<linh;y of military employment, he thought 
he had discovered it in the Thracian Chersonese^ 
whe^e the Greek settlers were harassed by 
incursions of the neighboring barbarians; and 
he persevered in representation and solicitation 
to.ihe ephor& till he obtained a commission for 
a command there. He hastened his departure ; 
but at Corinth an order of recall overtook him. 

The disappointment was more than he could 
bear; he resolved to ^sobey the revered scytale; 
and proceeded, in defiance of it, to act in pur-^ 
suance of his commission r^eived. Foe this he 
was, in absence^ condemned to diath ; a sentence 
operating to his banishment for life. 

What fair hope now remained to Clearchus 
does nol* ^pear ; but the need of htilitary talents, 
continually a||d eitpsively occuring among the 
various wf^^g commonwealths and Scattered 
colonies of t^e Greek^ always odered some 
prospect for adventurers of any cpnaidorable 
military reputation ; and, iii the inoment, a still 
more inviting field, possibly always ill his view, 
aj^ieared in the court of Cyrus. Thither he 
went, and, uhder a forbidding outside, a surly 
. M 3 countenance 
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cu A p. countenance, a harsh voice, and rough manners, 
xxnt. prince, discovering in him the character he 
wanted, after short intercourse made him a pre- 
sent of ten thousand darics, between seven and 
eight thousand pounds staling. 

Clearchus did not disappoint ^s magmficent 
generosity. Military command and military ad- 
venture were his supreme delight; and, in the 
circumstances of die age, a body of men under 
ills orders was an estate. , Employing therefore 
the wholeof the prince’s present in raising .troops, 
he offered, as an individualv adventiim', that 
protection to the Chersonesites, which, as a ge- 
neral of the Lacedaemonian, forces, he had Jbeen 
commissioned to give, but which .the l;iaGedas||t<>* 
nian government, tho daiming to be me protecting 
power of the Grecian name, had finally refused 
to afford. His service was accepted; and his 
success against the -barbarians, together with the 
uncommon regukiity 'smd inoffensiveness of his 
troops in the fnendly country; so gratified not the 
Chersonites oittfy, but all the . Heliespontine 
Greeks, that, while he generally found subs^tence 
at thovcxpence of the enemy, they provided large 
pay for his 'army by voluntary c^i^ibution. 
Hence, with a discipline severe jMpetimes to"* 
excess, he preserved the generaL at^chment of 
those under him ; and thus a body^ troops was 
kq>t intithe highest order, ready fjr the service of 
Cyrus.,, 

The cirftimstances of ThesSaly afforded an- 
odier opportunity. Aristippus, a Xhessalian of 
eminence, probably banishod by faction, had been 

admitted 
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admitted to the prince’s familiarity. Returning 
afterward to his own country, and becoming head 
of his party, divisions were still such that civil 
war followed. Then Aristippus thought he might 
profit from that claim, which the antient doc- 
trine of hospitality gave him upon the generosity 
of Cyrus. He requested levy-money for two 
thousand -men, with pay for three months. Cyrus 
granted them for. .four thousand and six months ; 
only stipida^fti^ that without previous commu- 
nication witlb^ 'hi^, no apcommodation should be 
concluded j^th die party. Thus another 

iKidy of troops, maintained for 

Cy^iB. „ 

Pfpxenus, ..a Theban of the first rank and 
highest coni^ctions, happy in ^s talents, culti- 
vated under the celebrated jSorgias, of manners 
to and character to deserve esteem, dissa- 
tisfied with the state of thii^ in his own city, 
passed, at the age of toward thirty, to the ‘court 
of Cyrus, widi the purpose of sediing 

employment, honw, and fi^ne ; and, in Xeno- 
pl]#n’|, phrase, of so associating with men in the 
highest situations, that he might earn the means 
of doin^'^lj^er thin lie aiider.«fhe necessity of 
receiving, fai^Ora, .^j^ecommendSd by such advan- 
tages, '•^p!rot|Miq|) n^ioply obtained the notice, but 
won thAfnettcjiu^W' Cyrus ; who commissioned 
him to r^ a Grecian force, for a purpose which 
thCjjP’ei^an court cpuld mot disapprove, the re- 
duction of the rebeUbus Peisidians.- . 

Thus ingaged in the prince’s service, it became 
the care of Proxenus to . obfiiin in his forein 
M 4 residence, 
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^xxtif" society of a friend, of disposition, 

^ ' v' -* acquirements, and pursuits congenial to his om’H. 

With this view he wrote to a young Athenian', 
with whom he had long had intimacy, Xenophon 
son of Gi^llus, a scholar of Socrates ; warmly 
urging him to come and partake of the prince’s 
favor, to which he ingaged to introduce him. 
In the actual state of things at Athens, . enough 
mightoccurto disgusthonest ambition. Xenophon 
therefore, little satisfied with any prospect there, 
accepted his friend’s invitation ; and to these 
circumstances we owe his b^utiful narrative of 
the insuing tran^ctions, whidl remains, like the 
Iliad, the oldest and the model of its kind*. . 

For a Grecian land-force, Cy||is contented 
himself with wlmt might be procured by nego- 
tiation with individuals, and the allurement of pay. 

• But he desired the cooperation . of a Grecian 

fleet, which, in the existing circumstances of 
Greece, could be obtained only through flivor of 
the Lacedaemonian government. By a confidential 
Xen. He), minister, therefore, dispatched to Lac^semon, he 
claimed a friendly return for his assistance in the 
war with Athens. JThe ephors, publicly^acknow- 
leging {he justness of his claim, i^t^brders to 
Samius, then commanding <3n ^e Asiatic station, 
to join the prince’s fleet, pndf^owtiiii di^ctions 
of his. admiral. Tamos, an Egyptian. 

* * Two notes, whose pur^^se is to warrant ihe^text, but 
which are not wanted to elucidate il,, are, oA account d£ their 
length, referred to the end of the ch^ter. 
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SECTION II. 

March of Cyrus to Babylonia: Battle of Cunaxu. 

Preparation being at length completed, and sect. 

the advantageous season for action approaching, > 

all the Ionian garrisons were ordered to Sardis, 
and put under the command of Xenias, the 
Arcadian, commander of the Grecian guard which 
had attended Cyrus into Upper Asia. The other 
Grecian troops" Tvere directed to join ; some at 
Sardis, some at places farther eastward. A very 
large army oft Persian subjects, or rather of 
various Asians not Greeks, whom the Greeks 
calked collectively barbarians^ was at the same 
time assembled. The pretence of these great 
prqiarations was to extmuinate* the rebellious 
Peisidians ; and, in the moment, it sufficed for 
the troops. It- could however no longer blind 
TissajAemes.; who, not- chusing to trust others 
to report what he knew-‘Or suspected, set off, Xenopli. 
with.all the speed that the. way of travelling of 
an Eastetai satrap would admit, with an escort 
of five hundred horse, to communicate personally 
with the king. '> n 

Meahwhili^ C^us nfiarched from Sardis, with ». 5 — 9 . 
the forces' already ' collected, by Colossse to oi. 94. 3. 
Celajna^'in Phrygia, a Tar k and populous town, 
where he halt^ thirty days. There he was 
joined by the last division of his Grecian forces, 
which now amounted to about eleven thousand 
heavy-armed, and two thousand targeteers. His 

Asiatics 
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Asiatics or barbarians were near a hundred thou- 
sand. Proceeding again eastAvard, he halted 
again at Pcltaj. There he gave a very strong and 
gratifying mark of attention to the Greeks. It 
Avas the season of the Arcadian festival called 
J^ycaea, whence the Romans had tbeir Lupercalia. 
The Arcadians of the army were desirous to cele- 
brate the festival, with games and all religious 
rites, after the manner of the^r: own country. Not 
only he allowed all opportupjty for this, but he 
paid them the compliment hims^ to attend. 

In his great undertaking indcpi, every exertion 
of his talent for acquiring -popijdarity waa wanted. 
Either he had met with some great disappointment, 
of which we are uniofotmed, or he^eeteut unpro- 
vided Avith the first requisite, money, to a degjree 
far beyond what prudence could justify. Oidy 
fifty-two days ha^d elapsed since the army jmoyed 
from Sardis, when the pay of the Grecian fiorces 
was three ..iplonths in arrear, anrijhe was Avithout 
means to furnish it. Pjsfiipntent of .course a|ose, 
and grew, insomuch that - the; srfidiers Avould urge 
their clamorous demands, even to his verys^loor. 
Much good eeuse, some experience, apd earnest 
meditation on great designs, 1^ tai||^t Cyrus to 
respect men who must b^inltiniments (rf those 
designs. Hence he had' leari|^.i^ check the 
impetuous passions, whose sallies had- sometimes 
disgraced his earlier ytaith. He AA Ould , himself 
often give a patient tearing to the soldKlfs : ' he 
would soothe thepi' with expressions of sorrow 
for his present jnsdulity ; . m usould cheer them 
with the prospect of better times, and A^ith 

promises, 
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promises, in which his known generosity disposed 
them to cipnhde; and he never failed to dismiss 
them hoping, and in some degree gratified. 

It seems probable that Cyrus had been nego- 
tiating with Syennesis, who reigned over the rich 
maritime province of Cilicia, holding it, if we 
may use a modern term very nearly opposite, as 
a fief of the Persian empire. To pass from 
Lydia into Asay.Fia,rthe immense ridge which 
under various names,.* Taurus, Caucasus, and 
others, extends from the soudi-western corner of 
Asia Minor to the Caspian sea, must necessarily 
be crosi^ ; everywhere with much difficulty and 
dang^ to an army, if an enemy opposed; but 
the nearest way and the best was through Cilicia, 
itewas therefore of much importance to Cyrus to 
gain Syennesis to his interesl,; or, if that could 
not ^ to deter opposition him. But the 
situatii^, pf die Cilician prince was critical. •Ac- 
ceding; to t|he '^requisition of Cyrus, he hazarded 
the (^rge cif' concumng in rebellion against the 
refusing it, he might be overwhelmed 
by tli^rpdnce’s drmy, before assistance from the 
king could arrive. Hence seem to have arisen 
the circumstances, of strange and mysterious apr 



pearance which followed. Proceeding from Peltae, 
the army incamped in the pJain of Caystrus, near Anub.i. 1. 
% large town, whence it Ri^s supplied with pro- *’ *’ 
visions; but, no pay forthcoming, the (^content 


of the Greeks .became such, that thdr' officers 
with difficulty kept them within any* bounds. In 
this state of things, , the arrival of Epyaxa, wife 


of Syennesis, with a strong escort of horse, part 

Cilician, 
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CHAP. Cilician,- part Greeks of Aspendus, drew general 
. attention ; and shortly, to the surpi^ almost 
equally as to the gratification of the army, pay 
was issued for four months. The means were 
universally attributed to the Cilician .princess. 

Orders being given for resuming the march, 
the Greeks now proceeded cheerfully. Epyaxa, 
with her escort, accompanied the army, moving 
as the Persian prince moved, and incamping as 
he incamped; not widmiut insult to her fame 
from the licentious mouths of the soldiers. At 
Tyriasum, to gratify her,- it was said, Cyrus re- 
viewed his forces. The barbarian trpopa first 
marched by. Then Cyras in an open, Epyaxa 
in a covered carriage^ passed along the Grecian 
line which was -formed four deep; the solc^ers 
uniformly armed and clothed, with brazen helmqte, 
scarlet tuiiics, greaves, and burnished ^elds. 
Tailing a station in front, Cyras s&it orders to 
advance with protended .spears. ^^e trumpet 
immediately giving the signal, the {^hfilanx tpmved, 
and gradually quickening pace, at length ai||||i^ced 
running, shouting at the same time aloudy^^ ‘in the 
usual measured way of the Greeks, widely different 
from the irregular clamors of the barbarians. 
Twelve thousand men, uniformly anned, exactly 
formed, moving regularly, and slanting regularly, 
as if one machine, ||!ere a sight so new to the 
Asiatics^as to excite alarm with astonishment. 
Epyaxa^ for quicker flight, qaittad.her cumbrous 
carria^, and every sutler ran from the camp. The 
Greeks were amused and flattered, and Cyrus 
was not anxious to conceal his satisfaction at the 

terror 
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terror which they could thus easily excite among sect. 
the Asiatics. . ■ 

In three days then the army arrived at Iconium, Anab. 1. 1 . 

of */ c. Ji. bi ly# 

the last town of Phrygia. Here it was on the ‘ ‘ 

border of the rebellious provinces, the pretended 
object of the expedition. Its force was much 
greater than the rebels could undertake to in* 
counter. During five days march through 
Lycaonia, the Greeks had permission to plunder, 
and they met with no opposition, or none worth 
their histoi^n’s notice. In Lycaonia the Cilician < 10 . 
princess, took leave of Cyrus, to go, by the nearest 
road acroSftfhe^inountains, into her own countiy. 

In coinplimCat, "real or pretended, her escort was 
augmented with a body of Greeks, under the 
ordoM of Menon, a young Thessalian, who held 
(he immediate command of the troops raised by 
Arist^pus. The circumstances altogether seem 
to liraMiRte that the object of her extraordinary 
visit tod %en political; to divert the Persian 
prineb fkiiim, his purpose of passing through 
Cilicia; and that theihope, still entertained, of 
obtaining by negotialton what had been denied to 
the first sdliclliliii^ induced her to accompany his 
march so Itihg; Cyrusho^ever ^rsevered in his 
intention, tto in uncertkl^j^ wtolher Syennesis 
would not oppoto his pamhjg &e moani|piies. The 
' moi^ : impoi^t objoiA ttorefore, iri^detaching 
Mmlon, was to opeh^ a coniniinicatispi with the 
fleet under Tamos ^ Samiitt, which had been 
ordered to*the CiS^n eda^ and; by a force 
M'ithin the country, pOssUltingthat communieation, 

to 
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CHAP, to make the passage of the mountains, in all 
. xxiii. events, more secure for the body of the army. 

An., b. 1.1. Meanwhile the prince, moving still eastward 

ti.' * through Cappadocia, in four days reached Dana, 
a large and populous town, whence a formed 
carriage-way, the best across the rugged ridge 
of Taurus, led directly to Tarsus, the Cilician 
capital ; steep, however, in many parts, and com- 
manded, so that a very small force might stop 
a large army. No intelligence had yet arrived 
from Menon, and report was circulated that 
Syennesis in person, with a powerful body of 
troops, had occupied the heig};|{^ commanding 
the passage. During the hhlt, which these cir- 
cumstances occasioned, two Persian officers of 
high rank were ■ executed. Rumor ’went 'of a 
conspiracy; but the usual secrecy of a despotic 
administration denied all particulars to ^blic 
knowlege. 

After three days delay, the satisfal^iy intelli- 
gence arrived, that the passage of tl|Alfttouhtains 
was open : that the detachment under Menon 
was already within the ri(|^ ; i|nd, .n^hat had 
contributed not n Htt^, |p ^||(|| opposition 
meditated by that the!ii^ was on the 

coast. The hi^h^WlWere accoidu^ly trnversed 
without'«oppoBition, the army, ..proceeding in 
four day^ above.^j,«i|^ty miles, through ci. well 
watered, ^hLy cheated, lilnd very iniitfhl vale, 
bounded by lo^ mountaing^^^ved at* Tarsus. 

With surptihe^a^ it was found, that 

this large and lately tiiirishing town had been 
plundered and was nearly deserted: even the 

prince’s 
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prince’s palace had been stripped; and Syemiesis, sect. 
with the principal inhabitants, had withdrawn to ■ 
a strong hold oh the neighboring mountains, to 
avoid farther injury from Mcnon. Cyrus had not 
penetrated this young man's character, through 
a fair exterior, so happily as that of the veteran 
Clearchus, under a forbidding aspect. Menon 
possessed very considetable talents, recommended 
by an elegant person and an ingaging manner ; 
but he had a most depraved mind, with an inor- 
dinate appetite for riches and pleasure, unrestrained 
by either fear or shame. In attributing this to 
him, says Xmiophon, I give -him but his well- 
known due. The auedged provocation, for his 
violences at Tarsus, was an attack among the 
defiles, in* which a hundred Greeks had fallen. 

The loss had certainly been sustained; but the 
Cilicians averred that the intolerable* rapines of 
Menon, as he traversed the country, had provoked 
the-attackj Cyrus sent a message to Syen^esis, 
requiring his attendance in Tarsus. The Cilician 
answered, ‘ That he never had appeared before 
‘ a superior, nor would he how.’ Ep^xa how- 
ever interferihg as mediatrix, Syeonesis, after 
receiving .solemn assuranc^bf safety, obeyed the 
requisitisn. *An exchange was '*ia^e of 
honors for money.' Syennesis^OTanebd a very Anab. 1 . 1 . 
large 8um to Cyrus, i*and received, in return, says ® 
the historian, such ^G|^%s a^^lield honorable 
among priii^; a InSirse ^wth‘4’^ bit; a 

chain of gold, bfacell^J a golden battle-axe, 
a Persian libbe, and a promise that his country 
should be no farther plundered, and, moreover, 
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CHAP, that stolen slaves, wherever found, should be 

. restored to their owners; the only reparation, 

apparently, ever proposed for the plunder of the 
capital. 

Anab. 1, 1. Cyrus halted in Tarsus twenty days. In this 

C. 3 . S. 1. */ 

leisure the Greeks observed among oneanother, 
that the Peisidian mountains were now left far 
behind them; that the pretence of war there had 
evidently been a fallacy; and many circumstances 
gave to suspect that the prince’s real design was 
against his 'brother’s throne. Of the generals, 
Clearchus only was (n the secret ; but the others 
were mostly ready to concur in a project which, 
with considerable danger %deed, held out the 
hope of immense reward. I’he soldiers however, 
for whom the allurement .was not equal,' were less 
disposed to the toil and the perils; and,, when at 
length orders came for marching still eastward, 
they universally declared, it was for rio such 
distant service they had ingaged themselves, and 
they would go no farther. Clearchus immediately 
resorted to his usual rough means of compulsion ; 
but they w^re no Icmger btNrne; .the mutiny broke 
out with vioilepce; s^es were ' ^htown, hrst at 
his suropter horses, ''men at himself, and with 
difUculty^he escaped alive. ^ 

InformatioCoi^these circumstances gave Cyrus 
the deepest anxiety. He ht^ already advanced 
too far to retreagj^ith honor or safety ; and 
deprived of .^'(ifegular ihnmtry, hi 3 *force would 
be too inferior for any Hiionable hope of success 
against the myriads of the great king. But the 
able and experienced Clearchus did not so cease 

to 
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to trust in his own ability to sway the minds of sect. 
men. He desired a meeting of his people, as in ^ ■ 

civil assembly, and they came «<|hietly together, 
Addressing them in terras tending only to recon- 
ciliation and the recovery of their confidence, 
they listened patiently. Protesting then that he 
would neither oppose nor desert them, he said 
if they thought him' unworthy any longer to 
command, he would obey. Not only his own *.?. 
people declared their attachment, but more than 
two thousand others, of the body drawn from the 
Ionian garrisons, hitherto under the Arcadian 
Xenias, and the troops raised for the siege of 
Miletus, under Pasion of Megara, now, without 
regarding any longer the orders of those generals, 
arranged themselves under, the command of 
Clearchus. 


But, in resolving to proceed no farther with 
Cyrus, the means of returning to Ionia had been 
little considered by the soldiers; how the passage 
of the mountains was to be secured, and how, 
without pay, subsistence was to be obtained. 
More meetings were held ; various and contrary 
opinions were urged.; and the perplexity was so 
skilfully managed by ClearchitS and his confidential 
officers, that, disagreeing on every other proposal, 
it was at .length universally resolved to send 
Clearchus himself, with some others, to demand 
of the prince on what service he n^ant to employ 
them. Cyrus, being dulj prepa^ by private ‘-w- 
communication, received the deputation graciously, 
and, in answer, said, ‘ that according to intelligence 
* lately arrived, his enemy the satrap of Syria, 
yoL. V. N , . ‘ Abrocomas, 
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CHAP. ‘ Abrocomas, was incunped on the bank of the 
. . < Euphrates, only twelve days march from Tarsus. 

‘ If he found him there, he meant to take ven- 
* geance on him ; if not, he would there consult 
< with them What measure should next be taken.’ 

Tliis speech did not deceive the Greeks ; but 
it might incourage, by showing them, as it strongly 
marks to posterity, the incoherent texture of the 
Persian government, when the purpose of private 
war against the governor of a great province, so 
near the center of the empire, might be boldly 
avowed by the governor of another province, still 
maintaining the pretence of allegiance to the 
Aiiab. 1. 1. throne. Their perplradty therefore not being in 
c. 3. s. ai. gjjy degree relieved, if they' persisted in their first 
resolution, they presently came to a determination, 
to profit as they might from the existing circum- 
stances, and to use them for a pretence to demand 
an increase of pay, rather than, by deserting the 
prince’s service, to go without pay. Cyrus readily 
gratified them with the promili' of an additional 
half daric monthly. Their former liaonthly pay 
was a dark, b^ing nearly sixpence daily. 4, 

C. 4 . 5. 1. The march was now quiedy resumed, and in 
five days the anny* reached Issus, a large and 
wealthy seaport, near the eastern limit of Cilicia. 
The fleet was already arrived there,, consisting 
of twenty-five Phenician and thirty-five Grecian 
c. i. s. 91 . ships. The E^^tian Tapios commanded in chief. 
HeiTs. Lacedaalibnian admiral Pythagoras, who, 

c. i.n. according to the usual yearly chMge in the 
Lacedaemonian service,- had superseded Samius, 
served under him. Th^ brought an acceptable 
6 addition 
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udclition to the land-force, of seven hundred 
heavy-armed Greeks, commanded by Cheirisophus, 
a Lacedaemonian. Another reinforcement soon 
after arrived at Issus, small in itself, but, from 
the attending circumstances, highly gratifying to 
Cyrus. It consisted of about four hundred 
Grecian heavy-armed, who had been in the service 
of Abrocomas, satrap of Syria: so far did the 
Greeks now wander in quest of military pay, 
and so extensively were their valor and discipline 
in request. But, whether the treatment they had 
met with dilsgusted, or Jthe fame of the prince’s 
liberality allured, all deserted the satrap, and 
offered themselves in a body to Cyrus ; pro- 
fessing their readiness to march anywhere under 
his orders, tho^ it should be against the king 
himself. 


SECT. 

II. 


Less than twenty miles beyond Issus eastw'ard, Anob. i.i. 
the ridge of Taurus meets the shore, so that 
a narrow way only, under lofty precipices against 
the sea, iemains jalcticable for an ajmy. Two 
fortresses commanded this pass ; one on the 
Syrian side, garrison^ by the gi'^t king; the 
other on the Cilician side, held by the king of 
Cilicia ; for so fer the Cilician king was a soverein. 
Opposition was expected here from Abrocomas, 
such as might jiret^fift or "vgry inconveniently 
delay, the at^y’s progress. Had such been found, s. 5. 
il was proposed to transport the troopg, by sea 
to Phenicia. But the ssatrap, tho said to have s. o. 
had three hundred thousand men under his com- 
mand, left the narrow uhguarded, and the army 
entered Syria unresisted. 

N 2 


The 
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The next halt was at Myriandrus, a Phenician 
seaport of considerable trade. There the Grecian 
generals Pasion and Xenias, without giving any 
notice of their purpose, imbarked aboard a 
merchant-ship, with their effects, and sailed for 
Greece. No cause for this desertion was known ; 
unless it was that those of the troops formerly 
under their orders, which, .on occasion of the 
mutiny at Tarsus, had seceded to Clearchus, 
remained still under that general, and that Cyrus 
had not interfered to require their return under 
obedience to their former commanders. The un- 
ceremonious departure of those generals excited 
alarm among some, and indignation among most 
of the Greeks ; and it gave great uneasiness, with 
very just cause, to Cyrus. In the necessity of 
courting, at the same time, and in^the same camp, 
the attachment of troops so differing |n manners, 
sentiments, and prejudices, as the Greeks and 
Orientals, it would often be difficult to decide 
how to manage command, sow- to offend neither 
the proud servility of these, nor the turbulent 
independency of the others. . To Carr^ an equal 
and steddy -discipline, indeed, would be scarcely 
possible ; but, in all his communication with the 
Greeks, Cyrus seems to h|ve shown a superior 
mind, and not least upo» preset^t occasion. 
Calling together ' the. generals, he sa!^, ' Pasion 

* and Xenias had left him. It would however 
‘ be easy for his triremef . .to overtake their heavy 

* vessel, and bring them back^ If such; could be 
‘ his purpose. But thqr were free to go, with 
‘ the consciousness which must attend them, that 

‘ they 
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‘ they deserved worse of him than he of them. 
‘ Their wives and children, residing at Tralles, 
‘ hostages at his command, should also be restored 
‘ to thelh : for those who had once served him 
‘ w'ell, should never experience severity from him 
‘ for meerly quitting his service.’ 

His conduct altogether, very grateful to the 
Greeks, infused new alacrity among them, and a 
general reaittness appeared for proceeding still 
eastward. A fortnight’s march then brought the 
army to the large town of Thapsacus on the 
Euphrates. There Cyrus declared to the Grecian 
generals that his purpose was against his brother 
the great king, and desired them to communicate 
the information to the soldiers, and endevor to 
ingage their willing service. Long as this had 
been suspected, the communication, now at length 
made, was not well received. The soldiers accused 
their commanders of concealing from them a matter 
so interesting, whi^ themselves had long known ; 
tho in rifality Cli&hus alone had been intrusted 
with the secret. Among various murmurs, it was 
observed Hby som^ that if they went on, they 
should deserve at least a gratuity equal to what 
those had received, who, under the command of 
XeniaS, had attend^ Cyrus,. when he went to 
visit the laiti!i king his mflier. These circumstances 
being repd^ed to the prince, he immediately 
promised a gratuity, considerably exceeding the 
demand, to Ae mount*of sixteen pounds sterling 
for every soldier, oh their arrival at Babylon, and 
their full pay besides, till they should reach Ionia 
again. 


SECT. 


II. 


Anab' J. 1. 
c. 4. s. 9. 


s. 10 11 


s. 12 


s. 13. 


N 3 


While 
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CHAP. While some expressed themselves highly satis- 
xxin. with so liberal a promise, from one unaccus- 
tomed to fall short of his promises, but others 
yet hesitated at the prospect of so hazardous an 
enterprize at. such a distance from their own 
A nub. 1.1. country, Menon had die address to persuade his 
people to earn the first favor of a generous prince, 
who, if they only were true to him and to them- 
selves, would be soon by far die greatest monarcli 
in the world. Before the general resolution of 
the array could be collected, he gave the word to 
march, and was obeyed. The Euphrates, whose 
occasional violence denied bridges, whose depth 
in that part very rarely admitted fordii^, and 
from whose banks all boats had been removed by 
the care of Abrocomas, happened to be then just 
fordable. Menon led through ; his troops followed, 
and immediately began to incamp on the other 
side. An officer was presently dispatched to them 
with the prince’s thanks, and assurance that it 
should be his care to deserve^Heir thanks ; with 
the cmphatical expression added, that, failed, 
they should no longer call him Cyrus. The 
service was indeed very impoit^tant, for the example 
was immediately decisive ; the whole army crossed 
the river, and incamped on the left bank, 
t. 4 . s. 1C. The Greeks being thus at length cleiurly ingaged 
^ ■ in ^-ar against the king, the army mov^ again, and 
in nine days reached the Mesopotamian desert ; 
descrilied by Xenophon, under the fiaiheof Arabia, 
l^vel as the sea ; not a tree to be seen ; every 
shrub and herb, even to the very reeds, aromatic ; 
’ but the principal produce wormwood. Five days 

this 
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this dreary country was traversed, to Corsota, a sect. 
large deserted town on the river Mascas ; and . 

there provisions were distributed for the formidable 
march of near three hundred miles*, through a 
still more barren region, to the gate, as it was 
called, of the fruitful Mesopotamia. Thirteen Anai.. 1. 1. 
days were employed in this passage, in which com 
failed the men, and .forage* the cattle, insomuch 
that many of the latter died. Some relief was 
at length obtained from a large town on the other 
side of the Euphrates ; but during the halt made 
for the purpose, a dissension arose among the 
Greeks, which threatened the most fatal conse- 
quences. In the fear of giving umbrage, Cyrus 
had allowed each Grecian general to retain the 
independent command of the troops which had 
been under his orders before they assembled ; 
himself alone acting as immediate commander- 
in-chief of the Grecian forces. But a dispute 
arising between some of Menon’s soldiers and 
those of Clearcbus; the Lacedaemonian general 
took upon himself to judge it, and ordered one 
of Menon’s men to be whipped. It is, I believe, 
the first instance,.,, recorded of such a military 
punishment among the Greeks ; unless the chas- 
tisement of Thersites by Ulysses, reported in the 
Iliad, might be considered as such. On the same 

day, 

• Xenophon has given the measure in parasangs; but 
they were coihputed Only, an4 of course uncertain. According 
to the common allowance of four miles to a parasang, the 
distance would be more than three hundred miles. Those 
who desire critical information concerning the‘geograpIiy of 
the Anabasis, will find advantage in consulting Forster's 
Dissertation annexed to Spelman's translation. 

N 4 
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CHAP, day, Clearchus, riding with a small escort through 
XXIII. Menon’s camp, was assaulted by the incensed 
comrades of the punished soldier, with such vio- 
lence that his life was indangeretl. Escaping 
however to his own camp, his anger so overcame 
his prudence that he called his people to arms ; 
and the fortunately ready intervention of Proxenus, 
with admonition and intreaty, judiciously supported 
by the sight of armed troops at hand, hardly 
restrained his fury. It ^ve time however for 
Cyrus himself to interfere, who hastened to the 
Grecian line, and addressed the generals with this 
remarkable admonition : ‘ Of the consequences 

* of what you are. about,’ he said, ‘ I am sure 
‘ you are not aw-are. If , you fight with one- 
‘ another, that very day I ^hall be cut off, , and 
‘ then your fate will not be distant. For this 
‘ whole Asiatic army, if they see our affairs go 

* ill, instantly will turn against us, and, in studious 
‘ display of enmity to us, will even exceed the 
‘ king’s forces.’ Clearchus felt the sensible, 
pathetic, and indearing rebuke, ahd quiet was 
restored in the Grecian camp. 

Anab. 1 . 1 . The army marching again, had already entered 
c. r.s.i. fruitful Mesopotamia, or Babylonia, when 
a letter Was delivered to Cyrus, indicating a most 
e. 6. a. 1 , dangerous treachery. Orontas, his kinsman, whom 
we have seen twice in arms against him, and still 
restored to favor and confidence, held a great 
command in the army. Apparently lus extensive 
credit and influence, and, amid the general defi- 
ciency of the Persian officers, his superior military 
reputation, made his assistance so desirable, and 

even 
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even necessary for the expedition, that much was sect. 
knowingly hazarded to obtain it. The letter was . 
from Orontas himself to the king, communicating 
intelligence, and promising service. 

In this danger from his Persian followers, we 
see a reason for the prince’s attachment to his 
Greeks, perhaps not less weighty than that arising 
from his knowlcgc of their superiority as soldiers. 

Prom the moment they were decidedly ingaged 
in the enterprize, their interest was much more 
inseparably blended with his, than that of perhaps 
any of his Asiatics. Orontas, therefore, being Anab. 1. 1. 
arrested, and seven of the principal Persian officers ‘ ‘ ’ 

summoned, as a military council, or court-martial, 
to the prince’s tent, three thousand Greeks were 
ordered on guard around, and Clearchus was called 
in to assist at the deliberation. Cyrus himself 
explained the prisoner’s crimes, and all that he 
said was allowed by Orontas to be true. If the 
proceedings of a Persian military tribunal Mcrc 
not decided by any very well-regulated system of 
distributive justice, we shall not wonder. But »•<>—». 
Cyrus seems to have been desirous to show, that 
not the unceremonious decision only of a despotic 
government, but the fixed rules 6f a. free people, 
would condemn Orontas. He c^ed upon 
Clearchus first to declare his opinion. The in- 
attention of th& Sparttm general to any principle, 
such as the fame of his republic for -equal law 
might give to expect frdm him, and the declaration 
of his decision, on the contrary, by a rule of meer 
convenience, so adapted to purposes of tyranny 
that it might serve as a complete code of criminal 

jurisprudence 
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CH A p. jurisprudence for a Turkish bashaw, may indeed 
xxiii. 0xcite surprize. ‘ I think,’ said Clearchus, as the 
Athenian philosopher, without a comment, reports 
his speech, ‘ that the prisoner deserves death, and 
‘ I advise that it be inflicted ; that so the necessity 
‘ of constantly watching secret enemies may not 
' prevent exertions for the advantage of our 
‘ friends.’ But whatever we may think of 
Clearchus as a lawyer, he was undoubtedly a 
Aiiai).i.i. politician. His argument at once decided the 
c. 6. s. 10. some of the members were nearly 

related to the prisoner, all voted for his death. 
The prince himself pronounced condemnation; 
and Orontas was then conducted to the tent of 
Artapatas. As he passed, an mstance of the 
decency of Persian manners excited the admiration 
of the Greeks ; tho the sentence had been made 
public, yet all the crowd showed him the same 
reverence as when in the height of his power 
s. 11. and most in favour with the prince. After entering 
the tent of Artapatas, he was never more seen, 
nor was it ever known to the Greeks by what 
kind of execution Jie died, or how his body was 
disposed, of.. The other circumstances were not 
3 - denied to the public ; and as Clearchus related to 

his friends what passed in the prince’s tent, it 
comes to us from the pen of Xenophon with an 
authority seldom to be found for such trans- 
actions. . 

c. r.s. 1. Treachery and sedition, being, thus checked, 
01 94^4^ the army moved, and after three days march in 
Sept. Babylonia, it was expected on the morrow to 
meet the king’s forces. The want of system in 

the 
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the command of the Grecian troops was now in sec t, 
some degree remedied. Cyrus directed that, for - . 

the order of battle, Clearchus should command 
the right wing, and Menon the left. Next morn- 
ing, some deserters bringing accounts, supposed 
more certain, of the enemy’s approach, Cyrus Anob 1. 1. 
sent for the Greek generals and lochages, and 
spoke to them in thes'e remarkable terms : 

‘ It was not, as you will readily suppose, in s 3, 4. 

‘ any want of your numbers to swell my army, 

‘ that I ingaged you in my service, but in the 
‘ belief that you were much superior to far 
‘ greater numbers of barbarians. What therefore 
‘ I have now' to desire of you is, *that you show 
‘ yourselves worthy of that freedom which you 
‘ inherit, and for which I esteem you fortunate; 

‘ and I profess to you, that I should myself 
‘ prefer that freedom to all I possess, or to much 
‘ greater possessions held' at the arbitrary will 
‘ of another. 


‘ For the battle we expect, it may be proper 
‘ then to apprize you, that the enemy’s multitude 
‘ Avill appear formidable ; that their shout of onset 
‘ will be imposing ; but, if you are firm against 
‘ these, I am even ashamed to say what con- 
‘ temptible soldiers you Avill find my fellow- 
‘ countrymen to be. You then only exerting 
‘ yourselves as may be expected, I am confident 
‘ of acquiring means equal to my udshes, to send 
‘ those home the envy of their country, who may 
‘ desilre to return home ; but I trust the far 
‘ greater number of you will prefer the advantages 

‘ which 
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^xxnf * I shall have opportunity to offer in my 

' — - — ' ‘ service.' 

c.7!s. 5. Gaulites, a Samian, replied to this speech, de- 
daring plainly the doubts of the army, both of 
the prince’s disposition and of his ability, whatever 
their services and his success might be, to perform 
such magnificent promises. But Gaulites was in 
the prince’s confidence’ ; and Xenophon’s account 
altogether gives reason to suppose that his reply 
was preconcerted. It gave opportunity however 
for Cyrus, in a second speech, to remove all 
distrust, and he dismissed those first called, and 
others afterward admitted, full of high hopes for 
themselves, and zeal for his service, w^hich were 
communicated through the army. The transaction 
altogether shows that Cyrus had studied the 
Grecian character carefully and successfully. 

9 . 11 , 12 , 13 . The G redan forces being thus prepared (what 
passed in the Asiatic line, probably little known, 
is seldom noticed by Xenophon) the whole army 

marched 

’ Iliro? Kv (<^. — Cyro fidus. — A man of fidelity to Cyrus. 
Spelman. 

Thus the translatim. But the different sense I have given, 
being, I think, unquestionably warranted by the original, 
I have no doubt in preferring it. Yet it seems as if Spelman 
thought rntrof would bear no other sense ^ban that expressed 
in his translation ; for in another place* he has g^ven the 
same interpretation of the same wordi' .where the context 
would lead tu suppose it wholly unwantmtable. *0t 
viriretrn, is said, by the historian, of men in the very act of 
a signal treach^. (Anab. 1 . 2. c. 5. s. 9.) This Spelman 
translates, * who bad shown the greatest fidelity to Cyrus.’ 
It appears, I must own, to me not at ail intended by the 
historian to give so honorable a testimony to such nien, but 
on the contrary to show in a stronger light their base 
falsehood, 1^ remarking that they had been much- in the 
confidence 01 Cyrus. 
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marched in order of battle. Only five miles 
onward, a wide and deep trench, extending above 
forty miles, had been formed purposely to obstruct 
the prince’s progress. The canals, little distant, 
connecting the Euphrates and the Tigris, gave 
opportunity to float it, so as to form a strong line 
of defence to the country beyond. After so much 
expence and labor, in so advantageous and im- 
portant a situation, strong opposition to the passage 
of that trench was expected. The tracks, how- 
ever only, of a. multitude of retreating men and 
horses were found there. Upon this occasion 
a remarkable instance occurred of Persian respect 
for Grecian superstition; hightened however pos- 
sibly by the existing urgency, which made the 
service of the Greeks so important. On the 
eleventh day before the arrival of the army at the 
trench, an Ambraciot soothsayer, named Silanus, 
sacrificing, had boldly asserted, as what his skill 
in divination inabled. him to foretel, that, within 
ten days, the king would not fi^^ This being 
reported to Cyrus, whether pleased with the 
prognostic itself, or only seconding the incourage- 
ment it might infuse into others, especially the 
Greeks, he answered, ‘ Then he will not fight at 
‘ all; and if the event justifies the prophecy, 
‘ I will give the spothsayer ten talents.’ Mindfiil 
of his wordj he accordingly sent for Silanus, and 
gave him three thousand darics ; being, in Persian 
money, the fiiU amount of ten Attic talents, and 
more than two thousand pounds sterling. 

But, whatever credit might be really given to 
the Ambraciot, the total desertion of a defence, 

formed 


SECT 

ir. 


Anab. 1 . 1 . 
c.r. S.14, 



IIISTOUY Ol^ GREECK. 


igo 

CHAP, formed with so much labor and cost, led Cyrus 
and his principal advisers to believe that the 
15 . Ifing meant to avoid a battle. Next day therefore 
order was. less diligently kept, and in the following 
morning, the prince himself quitting his horse 
for his chariot, the whole army assumed the im- 
provident carelessness of a peaceful march ,• many 
of the soldiers, as the sun got high, to relieve 
themselves in the oppressive heat, committing 
their heavy armour to the waggons and sumpter- 
horses. The proposed day’s progress was- nearly 
c. 0.5.1. completed, when Patagyas, a Persian of rank, 
came urging his fainting horse’s speed, and, as 
he passed, calling out, in Persian to the Asiatics, 
in Greek to the Greeks, ‘ that the king’s army 
‘ Avas approaching in hrder of battle.’ Tumult 
pervaded the extensive line; all imagining the 
*• -• enemy would be upon them before they could be 
duly formed. Cyrus leaped from his chariot, 
armed himself, mounted his horse, and hastily 
issued his orders. 

The disposition for battle was nevertheless 
completes^ midday passed, and no enemy ap- 
‘ peared. Soon liowever, as the historian who was 

present .descries, it, a dust was observed in the 
distance, like a white cloud ; and, after some time, 
a darkness spreading over the.plain.^ Presently 
then the glittering of the polished armour was 
seen, and shortly the spears and the ranks became 
discernible. 'Cyrus rode himself to view the 
king’s disposition, and then, coming to the Grecian 
line, by his interpreter ordered Clearchus to direct 
his march' to toe enemy’s center ; * for there,’ he 

said. 
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said, ‘ the king has his station ; and nothing more 
‘ is wanting to complete our business, than to 
‘ defeat that part of their army.’ 

Cyrus, little experienced in military command, 
seems to have wanted able advisers. Probably 
the jealousy of the Asiatics would not readily 
admit the association of Clearchus in their 



councils ; and it was necessary for Cyrus, as far 
as possible, to avoid disgusting any of his fol- 
lowers. His Greeks were now about ten thousand 
four hundred heavy-armed, and two thousand 
four hundred targeteers: his Asiatics nearly a 
hundred thousaujd, in large proportion cavalry; 
and he had twenty chariols armed with sithes. 

The king’s forces, according to the concurrent 
reports of deserters, likely however to be exagge 
rated, were nine hundred thousand ; and his sithed 
chariots were a hundred and fifty. The Greeks 
held die right of the prince’s army, with their 
right flank covered by the Euphrates. Clearchus, 
of a temper not readily to obey any orders against 
his own opinion, was perhaps displeased not to 
have been consulted about the dispointion for 
battle. He knew however that tho report might 
have amplified the king's numbers, they were 
certainly so superior to those, of Cyrus, as to Anab. 1. 1. 
outflank him by more than half hfe army. : He 
saw the safety of those under him, his own credit, 
and perhaps the best prospect of final success to 
the prince’s cause, in keeping his flank still covered 
by the river. Resolved therefore not to part with 
so important an advantage, he avoided a direct 

refusal 
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CHAP, refusal of obedience to the prince's command, by 
> . answering, in general terms, ‘ that he would take 

‘ care all should go well"'^.’ 

Annb. !. 1. Cyrus continued riding in front of the line, 
c.^8. s. 10, yjg^yjjjg every part ; and as he again approached 
the Grecian phalanx, Xenophon rode toward him, 
and asked if he had any commands. ‘ Only,’ 
said the prince, ‘ let the Greeks be informed that 
‘ the sacrifices are all favorable.’ At that instant 
a murmur through the Grecian ranks drew his 
attention, and he p'-ked what it meant. Xenophon 
answered, that the officers were communicating 
a new word, given out for' t^e occasion. ‘ What 
‘ is it?’ said Cyrus. ‘ Protecting Jupiter and 
‘ Victory,’ answered Xenophon. ‘ I accept the 
‘ omen,’ replied the prince, ‘ be it so and im- 
mediately rode away toward the center of his 
army. 

It was well known to the king’s officers that 
no Asiatic infantry could withstand the Grecian 
phalanx, and that nO Asiatic cavalry would dare 
to charge it. The proposed resource, in this 
decided inferiority of the troops was to use the 
armed chariots as an artillery ; and they were 
indeed formidable weapons, when their operations 
were duly guided^. 'The horses, to force their 
way through ’protended spears, ‘bore defensive 

armour : 

* It is impasible to read Plutarch's criticism of the 
conduct of Cleairchus (Plut. Artax. p. 1856.) without a smile 
at his presumptuous ignorance ; •or to observe his eulogy of 
Xenophon, and at the same time his inattention to him, 
without some wonder at his extreme carelessness. 

* So we learn from Xenophon’s account of their effect on 
another occasion. Hel. 1. 4. c. 1 . s. 9. 
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armour® : a parapet on the chariot protected the 
driver: sithes, projecting, downward under the 
axle-tree, and obliquely from each end, were 
adapted to make havoc of whatever came in 
their course. 



Tissaphemes, as, of the king’s general officers, 
most acquainted with the Grecian military prac- 
tice, was appointed to' the command of the wing 
opposed to the Greeks. He was already within Anab.J.^i. 
half a mile of their line, when Cyrus left them. I’s. 

The Greeks, observing his approach, sang. the 
paean, advanced, and, quickening pace by degrees, 
at length ran in phalanx. The effect of this 
spirited movement was beyond expectation. The 
charge of the chariots, which alone would have 
been formidable, was obviated by it. For, the 
Persian infantry flying, without even dischar^ng 
an effectual, arrow, and the cavalry igiving no 
support, the charioteers mostly quitted their 
carriages, imd the rest drove a'iray. A few of 
those tremendous wheeled weapons deserted by 
their drivers, were borne by the fri^tened horses 
against the Grecian line, but none with any effect. 

Some, the horses stopping amazed, were taken, 
and some pushing on :With that heedless fury 
which fright often inspires, passdi through 
openings made for them by the ready discipljne of 


* In the passage referred to in the foregoing note, we find 
mention of the defi^mive armour of the Persian sithed- 
chariot^hortes, does not occur in the account of the 

battle of Cuiiaatf^ ih which nevertheless troop-horses are 
mentioned bearing' defensive prmour^ so that it can scarcely 
be doubted but the chariot-horses would be at least equally 
protected. 

VOL. V. 


O 
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CHAP, the phalanx’. The greater part, turning after their 
XX III, own troops, inhanced the alarm and hastened the 
flight, not without havoc of the disorderly bands. 
The Greeks, surprized at their easy victory, ivitli 
a steddy pace pursued. 

Tissaphernes, not of a temper to set the ex- 
ample, generally so necessary to produce bold 
exertion among Asiatic troops, and disappointed 
of the effect of his chariots, on which he had 
wholly depended for success against the Grecian 
phalanx, nevertheless formed hopes to gain, with 
little risk, the credit of some success against the 
Greeks, through his knowlege of the formation 
Anab. 1.1. of their armies. Avoiding the heavy-armed, with 
c. 10. s. 5 . jjjg cavalry he charged the targeteers. But these 
opening (for they were highly disciplined, and 
commanded by an able officer, Episthenes of 
Amphipolis) the horse went through, and suffered 
from javelins in passing, without returning a 
M'ound. The attempt was not repeated ; and 
thus a ’great victory, in all appearance, was ob- 
tained by the Greeks, almost without a battle; 
for a very few bowshot wounds only had been 
received in the left of the |ffialanx', and not a 
man was killed. 

• ■ The 

’ This is the sense that Speltnan, by" a judicious and 
appareq^ly well-founded correction, has given to the passage, 
which, in the printed copies of the Anabasis, is tcontra- 
dictoiy and absurd. 

* ’Eerl tvvfvfJLu ro^tv^heti rti iXiyilo* Spelman has trans- 
lated this as if Xenophon had meant precisely to say that 
only one man was wounded. It appears to me that Diodorus, 
who, tho a miserable historian, was a good grammarian, and 
well knew his own language, has better given the true mean- 
ing of the phrase : Tup h oWiw, 

1. 14* S* 25. 
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The decision had been so rapid, that the center sect, 
of the armies was not yet ingaged. In some leisure, , , 

therefore, the success of the Greeks was observed 
by Cyrus and those about him, and so large a 
portion of the royal torces were seen to join in the Anaii. 1. 1. 
flight, that warm hopes were excited among all, 
and the ready flattery of some complimented the 
prince as already king. Cyrus however had a 
mind great# than to be so misled: Attentive to 
all points, he had now satisfied himself that the 
king was in the center of his army, generally 
esteemed his regular post. This extended beyond 
the extreme of the prince’s left, and had in no 
degree partaken of the disorder of the wing under 
Tissaphemes. It had been the advice anxiously c.r.s. 8. 
urged to Cyrus by the Grecian generals, who 
knew tHIit on his life all their hopes depended, not 
to risk his person in action. Whether through 
vain glory, o# l&lse shame, or any just considera- 
tion of the importance of his example to Asiatic 
troops, he resolved not to shun danger, but rather 
to lead the way to daring exertion. He was how- 
ever waiting' Steddily for opportunity, when that 
large part of the king’s line, which outflanked him, 
wheeled to turn his flank. Cyrus then, with ready c. e. s. ir. 
judgement, chose the mojtnent of .evolution to 
charge the guard of Six thousand, which preceded 
the king. He routed them, and, according to 
report, he Irilled their commander, Artagerses, 
with Ws own hand. The king’s immediate guard, *• is, i 9 . 
and the king himself^ were thus laid open to view. 
Stimulated by ambition and revenge at the sight, 
and flushed with success, he then forgot the duty 

O 2 of 
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CHAP, of the general. While the greater part of his 
. . troops, heedless of order, pursued the fugitives, 

he with a small band made a furious charge, 
broke through to the king, rode at him with his 
javelin, and wounded him in the breast; but 
immediately received a wound in the face, and, 
being overpowered, was presently killed, with 
eight of his principal officers, who vainly exerted 
themselves in his defence. These cffbumstances, 
not w'ithin the means of Xenophon's personal 
knowlege, he has related on the authority of 
Ctcsias, a Greek physician, then in the service of 
Artaxerxes, and employed to cure the wound 
received from Cyrus. 

Anab. 1. 1. The prince’s head and right hand, cut off ^d 
c. 10. 1. 1. about, announced liis fate to both armies. 

The right wing and center of the king’s then 
advanced with alacrity. The left of the prince’s, 
commanded by Ariaeus, did not Wait the assault. 
They ded, and all the Asiatic line followed the 
example ; none stopping till they reached the 
preceding day’s Station. Their camp became the 
unresisting pr^ o£ the conqueror. A Milesian 
s. s!. *of the p|ince ’8 running almost naked 

from his pavi^n, rpach{^,tl)p Grecian camp, and 
was among the first to .communicate alarm there. 
A-Phocseap, who had been much in his favor, and 
who was admired for the extent of her knowlege 
and the elegance of her manners, ev^ more than 
for her penon, which still in declining youth w'as 
beautiful, renMined the king's prisoner ^ The 

Milesian 

‘ Their story may deserve this notice, not only as it assists 
to mark the manners of the times, but also as it assists to 
. mark 
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Milesian found protection from the bravery and 
skill in arms of the small number of her fellow- 
countrymen, left to guard their camp. It was 
presently attacked, and mostly plundered ; for 
they were unequal to the defence of its extent ; 
but at length they repulsed the pillagers with 
much slaughter. 

Intelligence was carried nearly at the same 
time, to theiJting, that the Greeks had routed and 
were pursuing his left wing, and to the Greeks, 
that the king’s forces were plundering their camp. 
Success and pursuit were leading them away from 
each other. Both turned ; but the king, instead 
of meeting the Greeks, passed them. The Greeks 
then changed their front, so thht the river might 
secure their rear. Upon this the king also changed 
his frcmt, as if to meet them. The Greeks 
advanced, with confidence increased by the ex- 
perience of* the, day, and they were not deceived ; 
for, from a greater dislinlce then the wing under 
Tissaphenies, the Persians now fied their assault. 
The Gr^ks pursued. On a hill overlooking a 
village not distant, a lai^ body of the Persian 
cavalry checked its frii^ht, and formed, as if 
resolved to maintaidfthaf acfran^l^us ground. 
No Persian infrmtry then nnht^lRq^in sight; and 
while the Greeks Wted to attacking 

the horse, these aUo*fled and appeared no more. 

The sun was now setting, and die 'Greeks 
wondered that they bad neither seieia Cynils, nor 
* received 

mark the means occurrin|''tiS^iwe .Griieks.for knowing what 
they have related of the Persifib^ which some modern writers 
have overboldly^and with little exa^mination, controverted, 

O3 


SECT. 

II. 


Anab. I. 1. 
c. 10. s. :i» 


8. 4 , 6 . T, 


B, o 


S. 10. 



HISTORY OF GREECE. 


198 

CHAP, received orders from him ; confident, nevertheless, 
. that as, with their small numbers unsupported, 
they remained so completely masters of the field, 
after so little effort, and with almost no loss, he 
could be employed only by the consequences of 
victory. After some consultation whether they 
should send for their tents and necessaries, they 
resolved rather to return to their camp. Reaching 
it about dark, they found it so far plundered and 
wasted, that, after having all passed the day with- 
out refreshment, most were obliged to go to rest 
Aimb. 1.2. fasting; but still with the satisfactory hope that 
victory had been on their side complete. 


SECTION III. 

iieturn of the Grttks : Treaty with the King: March through 
Mesopotamia and Media : Circumvention (f the Generals. 

At daybreak the generSii met; sltill wondering 
that neither orders were come from Cyrus, nor 
e. 1. >. 2. intelligence. It was presently resolved to march 
in quest of him. all was ready for 

moving;' wheit arrivfpj of. two!>oi%efs, of high 
rank in the 'j^indeV" A^ttic army, occasioned 
a pause ; son of the Egyptian Tamos, 

admiral of tjie rond ProdeS, descended from 
Ddmaratns,' the banished king of Lacedasmon, 
Xcn. Anab. who Xerxes into Greece, and whose 

Hei.‘ I. 3. family injoyad hereditary emoluments and honors 
c.i. *. 4 . jjjg liberality of the 'Persian goveimment. 

Now first the mhrtifffli%i^telligence was com- 
municated, ' that Cyms was no more. It was 

added, 
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added, that Ariaeus had conducted the flying sect. 
remains of the Asiatic army to the ground of the ■ .. 

former incampmcnt, where he would wait for the 
Greeks that day, but on the morrow would cer- 
tainly proceed for Ionia. 

Depressing as this was to the hopes of those 
who had thought fortune, far above any ordinary 
Grecian scale, already their own, from the bounty 
of a generous prince, raised by tVieir services to 
the possession of almost countless wealth and 
boundless empire, still, looking to their own 
success, and to all appearances around, the Greeks 
would not immediately give up all their lofty 
expectations ; and they thought they saw a re- 
source in the situation of Ariaeus himself, who 
had before him, on one side, the fear of an 
ignominious death for his rebellion ; on the other 
the empire, which the superiority of the Grecian 
arms mi^t '^ve him. Menon, long connected 
by hospitality and familiar intercourse with Ariaeus, 
oflcrcd himself for the negotiation ; and Glous 
and Procles did not refuse to concur in it. At 
the desire of Clearchus, the LacedEemonian 
Cheirisophus w^ joined in the commission, and 
all presently departed together. '■ ■ 

Meanwhile the victorious Greeks were reduced 
to the necessity of killing their baggage-catfle for 
food, and breaking up the empty and mow useless 
waggons for fire, for which however, with some 
satisfaction, they also collected Persian arrows, 
darts„ and wooden shidds, innumerably scattered 
over the fidd of battle. They were thus occupied, »• 6. 
when, about the middle- of the forenoon, arrived 

O 4 some 
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CHAP, some persons, of whom one was a Greek, demand* 
V . jng^ in the name of the king and of Tissaphemes, 
to speak with the generals. The Greek was soon 
known to be Phalinus, who held a very honorable 
situation under the satrap, to which a reputation 
for military science had recommended him. Their 
message imported, that the king required the 
Greeks to come and surrender their arms at his 
gate; and that on no other condition would he 
show them favor or mercy. Highly as their easy 
victory had ^ven them to rate the power of their 
arms, this message threw a sudden damp on their 
spirits. They began to consider their total want 
of necessaries in their present situation, the length 
of hostile continent,, the rivers, mountains, and 
deserts to be crossed to reach their own country, 
the uncertainty of assistance from Ariaeus, and, 
wholly destitute as they were of cavalry, the ex- 
treme difficulty of collecting provisions in an 
enemy’s country, and the dangg: of retreat, even 
from an enemy who might not dare to face them. 
Such circumstances force away the veil with which, 
in ordinary situations, m^ are inabled, as pru- 
dence adtdses, to cover their sentiments. The 
Arcadian CleaniMr, eldest of the g^erals, could 
not r^ress his indignation. He sternly replied, 
they would die before they would surrender their 
arnts. SoRl^, on the contrary, showed signs of 
despondency ; others cast about for new project. 
It was recollected that Egypt, in revolt, had been 
long resisting the Persian arms, and that some 
Ai>«b. I. s. of the other distant provinces were rebellious : it 
' tvas supposed the king might be glad of their 

service, 
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service, and the greater part were inclined to offer sect. 
it. The discussion was long. In the end, the . 
necessity of decision and the impossibility of 
bringing opinions to agree, seem to have produced 
a general deference to the authority of Clearchus. 

Politic as bold, he answered in the name of all, 

‘ We want our arms : if the king desires our 
‘ friendship, for hjs service ; if he means enmity, 

‘ for our own safety.’ Phalinus promised to 
report this answer fai^fully, and then said he was 
farther directed to inform them, that, while they 
remained in their present station, the king would 
consider a truce as existing with them ; any 
movement he should esteem a measure of hos- 
tility. Clearchus took upon himself immediately 
to reply for all: ‘ Beit so.’ ‘ How then,’ said 
Phalinus, ‘ truce or war ? ’ ‘ Truce,’ said Clearchus, 

‘ if we stay, and war if we move ;’ nor would he 
give a more ^decisive answer. 

Soon after the departure of the king’s deputies, Anah. i. 
Procles and Cheirisophus returned, leaving Menon * 
with Ariseus. They reported that Ariseus declined 
the offer of assistance f<x pretending to the Persian 
throne, alledging that his inferiority of birth to 
many among the Persians too eff^tually excluded 
him : but that he was desirous to have the Greeks 
accompany his march back to Ionia, and he would 
therefore wait for them in his present c^p the 
insuin^ night, but would unfailingly proceed next 
morning. , Sunset already approaching, quick de- a.e. 
cision was necessary. Smne, vainly confident in 
their .experience of superiority in the field, were 
now for pushing hostilities against the king. 

Clearchus, 
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CHAP. Clearchus, quick to repress equally rash or de- 
xxiti. spondent counsel, evinced the folly of the proposal 
by telling them, ‘ that the king, as he knew by 

* certain intelligence, had passed the Tigris, and 
‘ they were totally without means to follow him, 

* Want of provisions then denied their stay in 
‘ their present station ; and, in fact, choice of 
‘ measures was out of question ; nothing remained 
‘ but to march back to Ionia ; which, tho hazardous 
‘ and difficult, was not impossible. Besides, the 
' sacrifices augured well to their return, and ill 

* to every other measure.’ This was a decisive 
argument. All yielded to it, and Clearchus took 
upon himself to issue orders for marching that 

Anab. 1. 2. evening. Neither commission nor election had 
*■ ’■ given him authority over the other generals ; but, 
in this hazardous crisis, all acquiesced under the 
evident superiority of his talents and experience. 

The Greeks were now, according to Xenophon’s 
account, by the line of march, reputed the shortest 
and best, which they had pursued to Mesopotamia, 
near two thousand miles ffibm Ephesus in Ionia, 
whither they wished to retumy' as the Grecian 
city, if not absolutely the nearest, yet the nearest 
that would afford them ready means to proceed 
all to their several homes, and perhaps the nearest 
that could be reached without even greater diffi- 
culties of way. This march had employgii them 
ninety-three days, exclusively of halting days". 

The 

The learned author of the Geogrtiphical Dissertation 
annexed to Spelinan's translation of the Anabasis, has sup- 
posed some exaggeration in Xenophon’s account of the 
distance; not without appearance of reason, if the ordinary 
calculation of the Persian parasang is applicable universally. 

1 cannot 
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The order for moving decided that they vvere at sect. 

war with the king. If then deserters could hope , ^ 

for any kind reception, the considerations urging 
to desert might be powerful. Accordingly three AimI). i i. 
hundred foot, with forty horse, all Thracians, *’ *' 
commanded by a Thracian named JMiltocythes, and 
originally ingaged in the service under Clearchus, 
deserted as soon as it Was dark. 

The rest of the army joined Ariaeus about 
midnight. Immediately the })rincipal officers went 
to the Persian general’s tent, where the principal 
Persian officers were also assembled. Circum- 
stances did not admit long consultation. The 
Greeks must necessarily submit themselves to the 
guidance of the Persians. iThe important object 
was to establish mutual confidence and good 
faith. For this purpose recourse was had to 
oaths, rendered more soJenrn and impressive by 
sacrifice. ' A boar, a bull, a wolf, and a ram were 
the victims, in whose mingled blood, the Grecian 
officers dipped their swwdl, the Persians their 
javelins, as they sevei^ly swore mutual fidelity and 
friendship. This ewmony being over, Ariaeus oh- «. a. 
served that, to return the way lliey came, seven- 
teen days march through the desett, unprovided 

as 

I cannot however admit the learned author to have been 
equally a good judge, mih Xenophon, of the space that an 
army, like that of Cyrus, was capable of marciiing in a day, 
in the countries which he traversed. 1 should rather suppose 
the parasang of the Anabasis generally a computed measure, 
and often decided, as now in many parts of Europe, rather by 
the time ordinarily employed in travelling it, than by any 
calculation of space. That Xenophon, did not pretend to 
nice accurac 3 % indeed, appears from his omission everywhere 
to notice fractions of so large a measure as that, which the 
fireeks called parasanga, the farmig of the modern East. 
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CHAP, as they were, was impossible. He proposed 
. xxni. therefore a more circuitous road, but through a 
plentiful country, and to begin with forced marches. 
Thus, he said, danger from the immensity of the 
king's numbers would be obviated: for with a 
great force, he could not overtake them ; with 
a small one he would not dare to attack them. 
The want of food then being among the most 
pressing considerations, he promised a plentiful 
supply at some villages, which, if they moved at 
daybreak, they might reach by sunset. 

The Greeks assenting, at daybreak the combined 
armies marched. In the afternoon circumstances 
were observed, very unexpectedly indicating that 
the king’s forces werai»near. Arimus was alarmed. 
Clearchus, always more confident in his ability 
to resist or deter, than to outmarch the king’s 
troops, had nevertheless thought it prudent to 
avoid expressing any dissent from the measures 
proposed by Ariaeus; yet, aware of the importance 
of supporting the opifKon, universally spred, of the 
great .superiority of the Grecian arms, he resolved 
carefully to avoid showing the least appearance 
of a desire to avoid action, and therefore continued 
his march diWectly to the villages. The king’s 
officers however had judged better than to pro- 
pose resistance to him there. The villages, de- 
serted by their inhabitants, had been stripped of 
Anab. 1 . 1 . everything portable ; so that the Greeks, after 
*■*■*■ *■ having passed the day fasting, were still without 
food. 

Men worn with fatigue, want, and disappoint- 
ment, are prepared for alarm ; and, in the night, 

a pani^ 
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a panic, and tumult, its consequence, pervaded the se 

Grecian camp. Clearchus, after hasty inquiry , 

into the circumstances, sent for his herald. A 
loud voice for proclaiming orders was, it appears, 
valued in Xenophon’s days equally as in Homer’s; 
and, by that quality, TolmideS, and Eleian, ac- 
quired fame under Clearchus, in the office in which 
Stentor became renowned under Agamemnon. 

The commanding voice of Tolmides having in- 
forced silent attention, he proclaimed, in the name 
of the generals, that any person discovering who 
turned ^he ass among the arms", should be 
rewarded with a talent of silver, above two 
hundred pounds sterling. Nothing could either 
more readily, or more completely, convince the 
multitude that their alarm was vain, and their 
generals watchful. Accordingly by this expe- 
dient, in its simplicity even ridiculous, yet well 

deserving 

A technical phraae, used by Xenophon here, induced me 
to look to the translators and commentators, for confirmation 
or correction of the sense I attributed to it. Spelman dis- 
approves, and 1 think justly, the translations of Leunclavius 
and Hutchinson ; but 1 cannot accede to his interpretation ; 
and even the other passages of Xenophon, which he quotes 
in confirmation, (Anab. 1 , 2, c. 4. s. 8. & 1 . 3. c. 1. s. 3.) are 
to me additional and powerful proof that he is wrong. To 
corroborate my opinion 1 would farther refer to a third 
passage, 1 . 3. c. 1. s. 22. What may, I think, clearly be 
gathered from all the passages put together, is, that there, was 
a place in the Grecian camp, allotted for the collected arms ; 
and, in front of it, a space analogous to the mc»dern parade. 

The large shields and long spears of the Greeks would occupy 
much more room than our firelocks, and an ass driven among 
them in the night, whether sentries or a guard w'ere or were 
hot set over them, might likely enough give origin to tumult 
and alarm. Meerly turning the animal ‘ into the quarter 
‘ of the heavy-armed men,' (as Spelman has, witli at least 
unnecessary boldness, rendered the phrase tU oVxa) would 
not be in itself so likely to produce disturbance. 
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CHAP, deserving notice for its singular fitness to produce 
. . the effect in the moment so important, the tumult 

was presently calmed, and the night passed in 
quiet. 

At daybreak Clearchus called to arms, and the 
judiciousness of his bold measure, pushing on his 
march towards the king’s forces, became soon 
Anab.i. 2. cvidcnt. No vestige of an enemy was to be seen, 
s and the sun was scarcely risen, -when persons 
came, in the king’s name, not, as on the preceding 
day, demanding the surrender of arms, but pro- 
posing negotiation on equal terms. Qj^archus 
was in the moment viewing his parade. Versed 
in the Asiatic temper, he commanded that the 
Persians should w'ait his leisure; and, not till he 
had arranged his army so as to give it the most 
imposing appearance, admitted them to speak to 
him in front of his line. They said they came 
irapowered to communicate between the king and 
the Grecian generals. ‘ Go then,’ said Clearchus 
‘ and tell the king, that we must fight before we 
‘ treat ; for we are without food ; and among the 
‘ Greeks, it is held, that to propose negotiation 
‘ is meer insult, from those who deny them 
‘ food.’ 

s. 4. Where the king was, the Greeks knew not, and 

they had no cavalry for exploring. The quick 
return however of the deputies, with an answer 
to the rough message, proved that he, or some 
great officer authorized*to treat in his name, was 
not distant. They said that the king allowed the 
remonstrance of Clearchus to be just ; by which 
apparently was meant, that it waa consonant to 

the 
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the laws of hospitality, acknowleged among sect. 
civilized nations, and which made indeed the best ■ . 

part of the antient law of nations. A truce was 
then solemnly concluded, and guides were ap- 
pointed to conduct the Grecian army where it 
might be supplied. The country traversed was Anab. i. a. 
so divided by deep canals, that the army hardly 
could have forced its way. Some of these were 
passed on permanent bridges; some on palm- 
trees cut for the occasion. It was indeed sus- s.s. 
pected to have been the purpose of the Persians 
to give every possible appearance of difficulty to 
tlie march. At length however the army reached 
a village, where its wants were supplied largely. 

Corn, dates, a wine drawn from the palm-tree, 
and a vinegar prepared from that wine, afforded 
most advantageous refreshment to those who, in 
that sultry climate, during three days, had, some 
fasted, and the rest eaten only tlie flesh of animals 
worn with the service of the baggage. 

While the army halted here three days, every- lo- 
thing, says Xenophon, seemed to promise peace 
and good faith. Nevertheless what he proceeds 
to report seems as if it might have warranted 
suspicion. Tissaphcrnes, with the brother of the 
reigning queen, and three other Persians of high 
rank, attended by a large train, 'came to confer 
with the generals. Communicating by inter- s. ii. 
preters, Tissaphcrnes said, ‘ he was to demand, 

‘ in the king’s name, why the Greeks made war 
‘ against him r ’ He professed, for himself, a 
regard for their nation, as a neighbor, accustomed 
to intercourse with them ; and he recommended 

a conciliatory. 
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a conciliatory, by which he seems to have meant 
a submissive, answer ; that might inable him to 
do them the good offices he wished, in the extreme 
difficulties in which he saw them involved. 

The Grecian generals withdrew an'hilc for con- 
sultation, and then Clearchus reported the answer 
agreed upon. ‘ In entering into the service of 
‘ Cyrus,’ he said, ‘ they had no thought of war 
‘ against the king; but, on the contrary, supposed 
‘ themselves serving him in serving the prince, 

‘ Various policy had been used to allure them on 
‘ into Assyria ; and, when once ingaged so far, 

' choice was no longer in their power ; not only 
‘ gratitude for favors received, but tbe necessity 
‘ of their situation bound them to the prince. 

‘ Yet, whatever doubt might be entertained con- 
‘ cerning their past views, it was evident they 
‘ could now have no view to anything so desirable 
‘ for them as to return peicefuUy home; pre- 
‘ pared however always to rWenge injuries, and 
‘ always desirous, to the best of their power, to 
‘ requite kindnesses.’ 

The Persians departed to make their report ; 
and on the third day Tissaphemes returned. If 
umbrage was taken at the unbending manner of 
Clearchus, it was not avowed. On the contrary, 
generosity and benignity, on the part of the 
Persian king, seemed marked in the treaty, 
quickly concluded. It was agreed, ‘ that the 
‘ Greeks should be ffiithfiilly conducted home; 
‘ that a market should be provided for them on 
‘ the march ; that, in failure of the market, they 
‘ might take their own measures for supplying 

their 
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their reasonable wants ; but, as in a friendly sect. 
* country, with the least possible injury to the ■ 

‘ inhabitants.’ Oaths were solemnly taken, and 
right hands mutually given, by Tissaphernes and 
the queen's brother, on the king’s part, and by the 
generals and lochages, on the part of the Grecian 
army, in confirmation of this agreement. Tissa- Anab. i. e. 
phernes then, in taking leave, informed the lieV. *.’.1*' 
Greeks, that the king had conferred upon him 
the great command lately held by Cyrus. His 
journey w'ould, on this account, he said, require 
the more preparation ; but, with the least possible 
delay, he w'ould rejoin them, and be himself the 
conductor of their march. 

Tho the faithlessness of Tissaphernes had been 
abundantly jiroved, yet the Greeks had confidence 
in his interest to cultivn^e their friendship, and in 
the honor of the Persian king ; and they flattered 
them selves that, disappointed as their hopes of high 
fortune were, yet the dark prospect, w hich imme- 
diately succeeded, was intirely done away ; that all 
the dangers of their expedition were ended ; and 
that a secure return to their country and families, at 
least, would be their .solace for past labors, perils, 
and apprehensions. It does not appear that, in 
the negotiation with the king, any notice was taken 
of Ariajus, tho he held his ground of incampment a. ». i, 
near that of the Greeks. But in the mean time he 
negotiated for himself ; and so successfully as to 
obtain his own complete pardon and that of his 
followers. Xenophon has not informed us that 
any faith, plighted t'>r implied, was broken, either 
by him or by the Greeks ; but there seems to have 
roL. V. p been, 
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CHAR been, on their part, at least a deficiency of atten> 

. tion to him. Of course he neglected them ; 

insomuch that public report first brought informa- 
tion, uncertain information, that his pardon was 
obtained. What we gain from the direct testimony 
of Xenophon is, that a coolness before unex- 
perienced, from the Asiatic army toward the 
Grecian, followed the first rumors of that pardon ; 
and that hence arose suspicion and much uneasiness 
among the Greeks, while, more than twenty days, 
they waited for Tissaphernes ; insomuch that 
they urged their generals to stay no longer. 
Clearchus, himself unsatisfied, but provident of 
the distress they must incur, friendless, without 
guides, and deprived of the assistance of the 
cavalry under Ariaeus, with difficulty persuaded 
th«n to acquiesce. ^ 

e 4^' brooding uneasiness was at length checked 

by the arrival of Tissaphernes, with Orontas, satrap 

of Armenia, who had lately married the king’s 
daughter, each commanding a numerous army'*. 
All then again resumed the appearance of friend- 
ship and good faith on the part of the principal 
Persian officers. Hie united armies immediately 
moved for Lower Asia : the Grecian market was 
always regularly and plentifully supplied, and 
nothing occurred on which to found complaint. 
Suspicion nevertheless held among the Greeks, 
and the appearance of it among the Asiatics. The 

Greeks 

** Xenophon giving ro information, we can only guest 
that Orontas may have been son of the person of the same 
name, executed in Syria for treachery to Cyrus ; and that 
the satrapy of Armenia, and the king's daughter, may have 
been the recompence for the sufferings of the family. 
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Greeks had their peculiar guides allotted for the 
march : they usually incamped three or four miles 
from the Asiatics ; and all communication between 
the two nations was managed with the precautions 
usually taken between avowed enemies. Mean- 
while it was observed that the forces under Ariajus 


SECT. 

m. 


incamped without any separation from those under 
the king’s officers, or any precaution against them. 

No doubt was then any longer entertained, that 
the report of his pardon was w’ell founded, for it 
had not hitherto been confirmed, and hence the 
suspicion of. the Greeks increased. 

In three days the armies reached the Median AnaRis. 
wall, a prodigious fortified line, intended, like ’■ '*■ 
those of the Romans against the Piets, in our 
own iland, or the far more stupendous w'ork of 
the Chinese against the Tartars, to defend a whole 
country. It was built of brick, twenty feet in 
thickness, a hundred in height, and said to extend 
seventy miles. ' Animosity had now grown to such 
a height between the Greeks and Asiatics, that 
the foraging parties had more than once come 
to blows. 

In two days more, after crossingtwo vast canals, » r, 
the armies arived at Sitace, a large town within 
two miles of the Tigris. Clearchus, uneasy at the 
growing dissensions, had nevertheless considered 
them hitherto as the meet effusions of national 
animosity, and the indikretion of individuals in 
inferior stations. Here first the measures of the 
Persian generals gave him some alarm. It was 
afterward discovered to have been their concerted 
purpose to excite alarm, but from a motive not 

P 2 of 
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c II A p. of enmity, but mecrly of jealousy. Sitace was 
. xxui. situated in an iland, singularly fruitful, highly 
cultivated, and so defended by the surrounding 
waters of the river and canals, that, as the numerous 
j)opulation consisted, in very large jwoportion, of 
unarmed slaves, if .the Greeks, aware of its ad- 
vantages, had chosen to establish themselves there, 
it was supposed they might have maintained the 
])Osscssion against the whole force of the empire. 
Aiinbubis, The (xTceks however, having no such view, quietly 
1. crossed the Tigris next morning, under the 

guidance of tlieir appointed condqctors, on a 
bridge supported by thirty-seven boats. The 
apprehensions of the Persians being thus relieved, 
the suspicious conduct, to which they had given 
occasion, ceased. 

Nothing remarkable occurred then during a 
march of four days, in which the boundary of 
«. 14 . Mesopotamia was crossed, and the armies, enter- 
ing Media, soon reached Opis, ‘a large town, 
where a numerous array, collected for the vi^ar 
with C'yrus, was waiting under the command of 
a bastard brother of the king. Beyond Opis 
they presently entered a desert, through which 
the march was prosecuted six days without any 
cultivated land in sight. They arrived then at 
some villages belonging to Parysatis, the queen- 
mother, who, as the friend of Cyrus, seems to 
have been considered as ' the enemy of the king. 
Tissaphernes gratified the Greeks with permission 
to plunder her villages ; expressly, however, re- 
serving the slaves, perhaps the most valuable part 
of tlie moveable property, and excepting a few 

officers 
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officers of the queen’s, possibly the only description s e c 'l . 
of inhabitants. A march then followed, of live . . 

days more, through a desert, with the Tigris 
always near on the left ; after which, the armies 
reaching a more plentiful country, watered by 
the Zabatas, a halt of three days was allowed for 
refreshment. 

In this leisure, the mutual ill-will of the f Ireeks 
and Persians, more than ever showing itself, gave 
much uneasiness to ('learchus ; who nevertheless, c. 5. s. 1, 3. 
with the most attentive observation, could dis- 
cover neither anything indicating that the Persian 
generals had any design against the (J recks, nor 
any probable cause for those pointed marks of 
jealousy among the Persians, without excepting 
the generals, which had principally occasioned the 
growing animosity of the Greeks against them. 

He was the more uneasy, because he was not 
without suspicion of treacherous conduct among 
some within his own army. Menon, intriguing, 
faithless, and ambitious in the highest degree, it 
was well know'n, ill brooked the superiority, which 
the other generals readily allowed to the talents, 
experience, and years of Clearchus, and to the 
dignity of the Lacedaemonian name. Some 
practices for withdrawing the affection and respect 
of the army from Clearchus were notorious. U nder 
these circumstances, the intimacy of Menon with 
Ariaeus excited jealousy ; which was inhanced by 
the knowlege, that he had been introduced by 
Ariaeus to Tissaphernes, what passed at the meet- 
ing remaining unknown. 

P3 


Pressed 
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CHAP. Pressed by all these considerations, Clearchus 
. xxiii. resolved to desire himself a conference with 
Tissaphernes. The request was immediately 
Anal). 1. 2. granted. Clearchus was received with the utmost 
c. 6. s. 4. jjppm-ent cordiality. The satrap made the most 
specious profession of a desire, from political 
motives, to cultivate an interest with the Greeks. 
Clearchus gave him credit, and was altogether so 
satisfied with the explanation received, that his 
only remaining anxiety was to be assured of the 
secret enemy who had excited the late misunder- 
standing. Tissafjlicrnes promised that, if all the 
Grecian generals and lochages would come toge- 
ther to witness what passed, he would declare the 
calumniator. Clearchus assented: Tissaphernes 
asked him to supper. The circumstance of eating 
together was held, equally among the Greeks 
and Persians of old, as by the Arabs of modern 
times, to bind friendship by a sacred tie ; and the 
evening passed with every appearance of mutual 
satisfaction. 

Next morning, Clearchus assembled the prin- 
cipal Grecian officers, and related his communi- 
' <>• cation with the satrap. Objections were strongly 
stated to his proposal, for risking all the generals 
and lochp.ges together in the barbarian camp, on 
the faith of a man of such experienced perfidy 
as Tissaphernes. Clearchus however so vehe- 
mently urged it, expressing .such confidence, not 
in the satrap’s character, but in the interest of the 
C.4. s. 3. Persian court to cultivate the friendship of the 
Greeks, and such suspicion of tliose who i^ould 

fear 
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fear to undergo that test of their fidelity to the 
common cause of the Grecian army, that at 
length he prevailed. Four of the generals, Menon, 
Proxenus, Agias, and Socrates, went with him, 
and twenty lochages, whom we may reckon of 
the rank of colonels, or, at least, of field officers- 
About two hundred inferior officers and soldiers, 
incited by curiosity, followed under pretence of 
marketing. On their arrival at Tissaphernes’s 
tent, the generals were immediately admitted ; 
the others waited without. A signal was observed, 
on which the generals were seized, those without 
the tent, who had followed them, were massacred, 
and a body of horse, issuing from the camp, 
extended the slaughter to all belonging to the 
Grecian army, free and slave, that could be found 
about the plain. 

What passed in the Persian camp w-as totally 
unknown in the Grecian, when the violence of 
the horse, clearly seen, excited alarm and asto- 
nishment. An Arcadian, of those who had 
followed the generals, escaping severely wounded, 
first gave intelligence of what had passed about 
tile tent of Tissaphemes. All then ran to arms, 
expecting immediate assault upon the camp. 
Fortunately that was too bold a measure for those 
who directed the Persian operations. A brother 
of Tissaphemes, with Ariseus, Artaozus, and 
Mithridates, three of the most confidential friends 
of Cyrus, escorted by only about three hundred 
horse, approached, and communicated a requisi- 
tion for the remaining general^ and lochages to 
come out and receive a message from the king. 


SECT. 

III. 


Aiiab. /. If. 
c. .5. s. 7. 
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CHAP. The Lacedaemonian Cheirisophus was accidentally 

^ xxiir. _ absent with a foraging party. The Arcadians, 
Cieanor of Orchonienus, and Sophaenetus of 
Stymphalus, alone of the generals remained within 
the camp. They obeyed the requisition so far 
as to go out ; and Xenophon, anxious for news 
of his friend Proxenus, accompanied them ; but 
they advanced cautiously, and stopped as soon as 
within hearing. Ariseus, then addressing them, 
said, ‘ that Clearchus, having been convicted of 
‘ violating the treaty, to which he had sworn, 
‘ had been justly punished with death : that 
‘ Proxenus and Menon, who had informed against 
‘ him, were treated with honor : but that the 
* king required of the Greeks to surrender their 
‘ arms, which were truly his, since they had be- 
‘ longed to Cyrus, his subject'*.’ 

Cieanor, an honest old soldier, and no politician, 
w'ithout at all considering what the pressing in- 
terests of the moment required, uselessly vented 
his just indignation. ‘ Deceit,’ he said, ‘ per- 
‘ jury, every crime and every baseness, from 
‘ Tissaphernes might have been expected, but 
‘ from the friends of Cyrus not.’ Ariseus, in 
reply, insisted upon the discovered treachery of 
Clearchus. Xenophon, without command, and 

withoui 

'* Tou iiuinv }ovX<v. Spelman, translating this ‘ his subject,’ 
has nevertheless said in a note, ‘ literally, his slave.’ Verbid 
criticism is nut generally the historian's business, but where 
an important political distinction is in question, it may come 
essentially witliin bis duty. The Greek word appropriated 
to signify strictly a slave, was ’ArSiamht. Aoi/Ao; was of a 
more extensive signification, and we have no term exactly 
corresponding. It meant cither a subject, or a servant ; and 
as a slave is both a subject and a servant, slaves were included 
within its more extended meaniqg. 
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without a character in the army but that of the sect. 
friend of Proxcnus, seeing apparently that no . . 

person in authority was capable of managing the 
conference to any advantage, ventured, in such 
pressing circumstances, to speak. ‘ Proxenus and 
‘ Menon,’ he said, ‘ it was observed by Ariaeus, 

‘ had deserved highly of the Persians. Those 
‘ generals therefore shpuld be immediately sent 
‘ back to the Grecian camp, and their advice 
‘ would decide what the Greeks should do.’ The 
Persians appeared at a loss for a reply to this 
prt)position : they consulted long among them- 
selves, and then without giving any answer, 
withdrew to their own camp. 

It seems to have been long unknown to the 
Greeks what was the fate of their generals ; nor 
has Xenophon said how the account was at length 
obtained, which he has given as certain. But we Anab. i. a. 
have such assurance of persons of their nation *'■ *■ 
being employed, in various ways, about the Persian 
court, and in the service of the satraps, that the 
easy possibility of just intelligence reaching them 
is obvious. According to Xenophon’s report, the 
generals were all conducted alive into the king’s 
presence, and, except Menon, all soon after be- 
headed ; which among the Greeks and Persiansj 
as with us, was esteemed the most honorable 
mode of execution. Menon was kept in wretched >. is- 
confinement a full year, and then executed as an 
ordinary malefactor. 

This account of the conduct of the Persian 
government, resting on the authority of only one 
Grecian historian, may perhaps, to some, appear 

not 
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CHAP, not to deserve full credit. But Xenophon is, in 
> .■ himsd^ no mean authority. Had his friend 

Proxenus survived, we might indeed have sus- 
pected him of some partiality. Had Clearchus 
survived, whom evidently he respected highly, we 
might have suspected him of some partiality. But, 
in &ct, the more he could hx blame upon those 
who were gone, the more credit would attach to 
the principal survivors, and particularly to him- 
self. In the progress of the narrative he strongly 
evinces his impartiality; and we find throughout 
such a eonsonaney to well-attested facts, and 
well-attested characters, national and individual, 
that, tho possibly an honest Persian writer might 
Imve given a dilferent color to some circumstances, 
the whole seems to have every claim to credit 
that such a narrative can in itself possess. 

If then we seek the motives for ccmduct so 
nefarious and so base in the Persian government, 
we may perhaps find them in the principles of 
oriental policy, still in vigor in the same countries ; 
or we may find them in the words attributed by 
Xenophon to the Greek soldiers, in their first 
uneasiness under the delay of their return, while 
they waited for Tissaphemes, after the conclusion 
Anab. 1. 3. of the treaty with them in the king’s name : ‘ It 
• ( jjj i-easmiable,’ they said, ‘ to suppose, that our 

* destruction must be beyond all things the king’s 

* wish ; as a circumstance more than all others 

* likely to deter the Greeks from future ingage- 

* ments, like ours, in conspiracy against his 

* throne. It is indeed impossible he can be 

* pleased that we should go to relate in Greece 

‘ how 
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* how our small force overcame his immense sect. 
‘ armies, at his very gates, and returned in scorn 
‘ of his power.’ It would however be likely to 
occur, in the Persian councils, that to attack the 
Greeks and Ariasus united, must be hazardous ; 
but to divide them would probably not be diffi- 
cult. If Ariseus was to be punished, the Greeks 
must be gained ; but if Ariaeus might be pardoned, 
the Greeks might be destroyed. Possibly the 
interest that Ariasus possessed, or by intrigue 
found means to acquire, among men in power 
and confidence, more than any true policy, at 
length decided the resolution. But, from the 
moment that Ariaeus' obtained his pardon, the 
purpose of the Persian court seems to have been 
to lead the Greeks where the hazardous attempt 
to destroy them might be made with the least 
risk, especially to the capital and its immediate 
neighborhood. 


SECTION IV. 

Return of the Greeks^ Election if new Generals \ Grecian 
Military Law : Passage of Mount Taurus ; March through 
Armenia : Arrival at Trapezus. 

In the Grecian army, collected from almost all sect. 
the numerous little republics of the nation, the , 
system of subordination was very incomplete. 

Every general held the independent command 
of the troops himself had raised ; and no order 
of suecessioB was established; but vacancies, 
through all the ranks, were to be supplied 

electioB. 
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CHAP, election. Ei^ht officers had borne the title of 
X\11I ^ 

' — Iv — general; but Clearchus only had possessed the 
c.6.s.i—a. qualifications. In him alone was united extensive 
experience with great talents. Diligent in the 
care of an army, in quarters or in camp, and 
ready in every emergency of the field, he was 
e. 9. ». s. truly a superior man : the rest Xenophon has not 
scrupled to declare unequal to their situation. 

Called then by no positive duty, warranted by 
no acknowleged superiority, and diffident of them- 
selves, the generals remaining in the camp took 
no lead, while dejection and dismay pervaded 
the army. On that evening, says the eyewitness 
I.3.C.I.I.3. historian, few attended the parade'*, few fires 
were lighted, many touched no food, many would 
not even go to their tents, but threw themselves 
on die ground where they happened to be, to 
pass a sleepless night, ruminating on their dis- 
consolate circumstances. Xenophon had, at this 
>. 4 . time, no rank in the army : he was, according to 
his own phrase, neither officer nor soldier. Having 
gone, at the invitation of Proxenus, . from Athens 
to Sardis, on his arrival he found the army on the 
point of marching eastward. He was immediately 

introduced 

" ”£*1 ji Ta oirXa This is evidently a 

military technical phrase. Jt indicates that, in the ordinary 
practice of the Grecian service, the soldiers were assembled 
iwi T« itwJM, at least once a day. What the precise meaning 
of the phrase i»> ra SirX. was, we cannot know. It may have 
been a simple roll-call at the place where the arms were 
deposited: it may have been an inspection of arms: but it 
seems evidently to have been something like the modern 
parade. The reader disposed to critical inquiry on the sub- 
ject may compare the passage with those quoted in note ii- 
of the preceding section. He may also consult Spelman ; 
whose version "of the passage, however, and notes upon it, 
1 must owp I cannot approve. 
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introduced to Cyrus, who, with condescending sect. 
civility, joined his Theban friend in pressing . . 

him to accompany them in the expedition, then 
pretended against the Peisidians. When, at 
length in Cilicia, the real object was no longer 
doubted, Xenophon was one of the many, as 
himself confesses, who wished, but were ashamed, 
to withdraw themselves; and he proceeded with 
the army, meerly as a volunteer, the friend of 
Proxenus. The duty of a soldier was however 
not new to him ; as, in the latter years of the 
Peloponnesian war, he was of age for that serv^ice 
from which no Athenian was exempted. If he 
had never held command, he had however been 
diUgent in stutly to prepare himself foi* it, and 
he liad made large use of great opportunities for 
observation. 

Under these circumstances, Xenophon partook 
largely in the grief and anxiety excited in the army 
by the circumvention of the generals, and by the 
manifestation of determined hostility, hostility 
knowing neither measure nor mercy, on the part 
of the Persians. Without duty himself, his Anab. i. s. 
attention was alive to observe what steps would ' 
be taken by the remaining generals ; and with 
deep concern he saw, that, instead of exertion 
increased, in proportion to the pressure of the 
occasion, their remissness amounted almost to a 
dereliction of command. Attack was universally 
expected with daylight ; and yet no council hdd, 
no orders given, preparation of no kind made. 

From the common interests of the army, his 
consideration then turned to that part of it with 

Avhich 



222 


HISTORY OF OREECK. 


CHAP, which he had been more particularly connected, 
- . ' » and which, by the loss of his friend, remained 

without a head. Tho holding no rank, he was, 
by no rule of Grecian service, excluded from 
aspiring to any rank. Circumstances not invited 
only, but pressed him to come forward: his youth 
alone deterred tim. After much consideration 
and reconsideration, strongly impressed with the 
importance of decision, and still doubting, a dream 
at length determined him. His works indeed 
abound with testimonies to his respect for the 
forboding of dreams, and for the whole of the 
reputed science of augury. Roused then, accord- 
j. 11—22. ing to his own report, by a dream, early in the 
night he sprang from his bed, and, in pursuance 
of the supposed admonition from a divine power, 
called together the lochages of the troops which 
had served under Proxenus. On tlieir assembling, 
he observed to tb^ what remissness pervaded 
the army, without excepting the mnaining ge- 
nerals ; what imminent and extreme danger 
threatened ; and how urg^t the necessity for 
immediately chasing a successor to thmr own lost 
cconmander. For himself, he said, hitherto without 
a character in the army, in the present emergency 
he was ready to do his best in any situation, 
whether in command or in obedience, in which 
they might think he would be most useful : but 
with regard to the prospect before them, it de- 
pended upon themselves to make it good or bad ; 
and, however just the melancholy, in the moment 
pervading the army, he was confident that vigor 
and prudence united might bear Uiem through all 
5 opposing 
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opposing difficulties. He then stated the grounds sect. 
of his confidence, and, at the conclusion of his . . 

speech, the general wish was expressed, that 
Xenophon would take the command. One lochage 
only avowed his dissent; adding his opinion, that 
they ought at once to throw th^selves on the 
king’s mercy, as the only resource affording a 
reasonable hope. ‘ The king’s mercy!’ replied 
Xenophon .indignantly, ‘ you may judge of it from 
‘ the transactions of yesterday. Your own power 
‘ to defend yourselves has never yet failed you. 

‘ The man who can make so base a proposal, 

‘ instead of holding command, should not be 
‘ allowed even to bear arms : he is fit only to 
‘ carry the baggage; he is a disgrace to the 
* Grecian name.’ ‘He is no Greek,’ replied 
immediately an Arcadian lochage. Agasias of 
Stymphalus ; ‘ tho his speech is Boeotian, I have 
‘ seen his ears bored like a Lydian’s.’ The spirit 
of the meeting was roused; the lochage 's ears 
were examined ; they were found to be as Agasias 
said, and he was immediately deprived of his 
rank. 

Beside what is more directly indicated, this 
remarkable transaction seems to offer, for the 
attentive observer, some -curious information. 

How . a Lacedasmonian army, or how an army of 
Athenian citizens was composed, is little marked 
by it; but birth, connections, and education, 
appear to have given great advantages in an army 
composed like that under Cyrus. Among the 
officers who served under Proxenus, evidently 
none had those advantages in a degree to ioable 

them 
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CHAP, them to aspire to the chief command. Neither 

. . Xenophon nor any early writer has said it, and 

yet it seems clearly to result from Xenophon’s 
account, that his rank, derived from birth and 
connections, at least approaches that of his Theban 
friend. It seems very little likely that the su- 
periority of his talents and education alone w’ould 
have procured him that instantaneous elevation, 
by the common voice of the officers, from a situa- 
tion of no command, to the command of them 
all. But where birth and connections are evi- 
dently superior, . the superiority of talents and 
education are less invidious. Deference, which 
would not be readily paid to either an accidental, 
or a natural, or an artificial superiority alone, will 
be more willingly conceded to the three united. 

The appointment, however, of a head, facili- 
tated the means of united exertion to the officers 
of that division of the army ; and this was an 
important step toward the restoration of order 
and energy through the whole. An immediate 
meeting of all the generals and lochages was 
desired, and, toward midnight, they assembled, 
c’rV?3* number about a hundred. Hieronymus of 
Elis, eldest lochage of the troops which had served 
under Proxenus, introduced Xenophon, as general 
elect of those troops; and as the meeting had 
originated from them, it was Xenophon’s part to 
open the business. He began, after some apology, 
with observing that, in the situation in which they 
stood, leaving the soldiers, without occupation, to 
ruminate upon what was alarming and disconsijiate 
in their circumstances, could not but be in the 

highest 
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highest degree dangerous: the animation neces* se 

sary to carry them through the difficulties before , ^ 

them, could be supported only by active employ- 
ment. But the election of successors to the lost 
generals, he proceeded to say, should ingage their 
first attention : till that was done, nothing could 
go forward with due regularity. He ileclared then 
his opinion, that confidence, should be wholly 
refused to the Persians ; and he concluded with 
explaining, in the same strain of incouraging 
eloquence, as before to the officers of Proxenus, 
his ground for hoping, that vigorous exertion, 
united with prudent caution, would carry them 
happily and gloriously through the dangers at 
present so threatening. When he ended, the 
Lacedasmonian Cheirisophus rising, said, ‘ lie 
‘ had before known no more of Xenophon than 
‘ just that he was an Athenian ; but he never- 
* theless intirely approved all the sentiments he 
‘ had declared, and the propositions he had 
‘ offered.’ This was decisive for the meeting, 
and they proceeded immediately to the election 
of generals. What interest or what views guided 
the choice does not fippcar. Timasion of Dar- Anab. i. s. 
danum, in Troas, was substituted for Clearchus ; *' 
Philesius and Xanthicles, Achaians, for Menon 
and Socrates; the body before under Agias 
was committed to the orders of Cleanor; and 
Xenophon was confirmed in the succession to 
Proxenus. 

At daybreak the troops were assembled, and c. 8 .si— 5. 
Cheirisophus, Cleanor, and Xenophon, successively 
addressed them. An accident, in itself even 

VOL. y. ft ridiculous, 
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CHAP, ridiculous, through the importance attributed 16 
■ it by Grecian superstition, assisted not a little to 
infuse incouragement. Xenophon was speaking 
of that favor from the gods, which a righteous 
cause intitled them to hope for against a perjured 
enemy, when somebody sneezed. Immediately 
the general voice addressed ejaculations to pro- 
tecting Jupiter, whose omen it was supposed to 
be*'. A sacrifice to the god was then proposed ; 
a universal shout declared approbation ; and the 
whole army, in one chorus, sang the piean. 

Thus was a turn fortunately given, through the 
army, from dismay and despondency to hope and 
cheerfulness. Among the arguments which the 
generals then gladly seized to improve the happy 
impression, one, which the circumstances offered, 
spoke home to the minds of soldiers, commonly 
little provident of distant good or evil, but in- 
tent upon .present wants and near injoyments. 

Anab. 1 . 3. The mcans of many to profit from that market 
which, according to treaty, had been hitherto 
provided, w'ere nearly exhausted ; anti all these 
heard with joy, that their swords might supply 
the deficiency of their purses ; that, in the rich 
country they were to traverse, they might thence- 
forward take, as from enemies, whatever they 
. could 

We should sc3rccly have looked to Greece for the origin 
of the popular practice in England, of exclaiming ‘ God bless 
joul' when a person sneezes. Popular customs indeed, often 
very antient, often very widely diflused, often similar and yet 
of difl'erent origin, cai’ seldom, with any certainty, be traced 
ta their origin. Were it worm while however, it might 
perhaps be not difliculi to show a probability, that the 
custom of ejaculating a blessing oh persons sneezing, came 
England from Greece. 
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could master. Nevertheless, it being highly ex- sect. 
pedient to lighten the march as much as possible, . . 

at the instance of Xenophon they cheerfully sub- ^ 
niitted to bum their waggons and tents. They *• 
heard the same young general with careful atten- 
tion, while he observed, that the enemy had just 
given them a lesson of the utmost importance, in 
showing that he dared hot openly attack them, 
till he had deprived them of their generals. Thus 
he had manifested his conviction of the inestimable 


value of the Grecian discipline; and hence .it 
followed, that it behooved the army to be more 
strictly obedient, as it certainly was the duty of 
the generals to be more watchfully careful than 
at any former time. It was then unanimously 
voted, that any disobedience to lawful commands 
should be instantly punished, and that it should 
be the bounden duty of all present, to support 
the commanding officer upon the spot, in the 
infliction of punishment. This vote, and the want 
of such a vote, concur with all other remaining 
testimony, to mark the deficiency of the Greek 
military penal law ; which, at the same time, was 
very lax and very arbitrary. 

It seems not to have been at all in view to 


appoint a commander-in-chief. Xenophon, evi- 
dently, felt the ascendency which eloquence, not 
least among his superior talents, gave him in the 
council of officers, or in the council of the army 
at large. As youngest among the generals, and 
still more perhaps, as an Athenian, he could not 
aspire to the ostensible command-in-chief; but 
by the lead which u'as conceded to his abilities 

<12. in 



Cfl A P. 
XXIIL 


Anab. 1 3. 
c. 3, *>. 1. 


228 llISTOttV or GREECE. 

in council, he could in a great degree hold the 
effectual command. Others, conscious of defi- 
ciency, avoiding to urge their advice, he recom- 
mended, That the order of march should be 
a hollow square, with the baggage, now reduced 
to a small compass, in the center; that the leading 
division should be committed to Cheirisophus, in 
virtue of his dignity as a Lacedaemonian ; that 
Timasion with himself, the two youngest generals, 
should command the rear, and the older generals 
the flanks. This was approved and ratified. 

Order and energy being thus restored to the 
army, the waggons and tents, with whatever 
baggage could by any means be spared, W'ere 
burnt, conformably to the resolution taken. All 
w'as then arranged for the march, and the army 
was on the point of moving, when Mithridates, 
approaching with an escort of only thirty horse, 
desired to speak with the generals. His discourse 
began with expressions of apprehension for him- 
self, on account of his known attachment to Cyrus, 
and of friendship for the Greeks, undiminished 
by events ; but the tenor of it soon showed that 
his purpose was to discover how far the Grecian 
generals were firm in any intention of opposition 
to the king, and to persuade them, if possible, 
quietly to surrender themselves. Suspicion being 
thus excited, and his attendants being carefully 
observed, there was seen among them a known 
confidant of Tissaphernes, upon which the con- 
ference was abruptly ended. 

Time however had been thus so wasted, that 
it W'as midday before the Grecian army moved, 
. and 


». 5—8. 
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and soon after Mithridates again appeared, at 
the head of about two hundred horse, and four 
hundred foot, all slingers or bow'men. He ap- 
proached as if his purpose was friendly ; but 
presently a discharge of arrows and stones de- 
monstrated his perfidy. His cavalry carried bows, 
which they discharged equally retreating as stand- 
ing ; and the Cretan bows in the Grecian army 
were found so inferior in length of shot, as to 
be totally inefficacious. A pursuit, attempted by 
Xenophon, with the whole rear division, was 
equally bootless. At the end of three miles the 
Greeks reached a village, where they halted for 
the night. This had been their intention ; but 
the annoyance received, in so short a march, from 
so small a force, was such that despondency again 
pervaded the army. 

The attempt to pursue, which had no other 
effect than to retard the progress of the army, 
and prolong the enemy’s opportunity, was severely 
blamed by Cheirisophus, and the other older 
generals. Xenophon acknowleged his error ; 
‘ whence however,’ he said, ‘ advantage might be 
‘ derived ; for it marked the measures necessary 
‘ for the future quiet of the march. Pursuit with 
‘ the heavy-armed, and shots from the Cretan 
‘ bows, had been found equally unavailing. But 
‘ there were Rhodians in the army, many of them, 
* he understood, expert slingers, whose slings, 
‘ formed to throw leaden bullets, would carry 
‘ twice as far as the Persian, accommodated for 
‘ stones as large as the hand could grasp. There 
‘ were also horses, some his own, some which had 

Q 3 ‘ belonged 
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CHAP. ‘ belonged to Clearchus, and many employed in 

1 ^ ‘ carrying the baggage. If the fittest among all 

‘ these were mounted, by men practised in the 
‘ cavalry service, possibly the enemy might here- 
‘ after be less secure in flight.’ In pursuance of 
this admonition, a body of two hundred slingers 
was formed that evening : and next morning fifty 
horse were equipped, and put under the command 
of Lycius, an Athenian. 

Annb. 1.3. During the night, Nicharchus, an Arcadian 
lochage, deserted, and carried about twenty men 
with him. Allurement, which the conferences 
had afl’orded opportunity for the Persians to hold 
out, was supposed to have led to this. It w'as 
in consequence resolved by the generals, to allow 
no more conferences, nor even to admit a message 
from the enemy ; in the persuasion, derived from 
the various acts of treachery experienced, that 
their best security depended upon thus giving war 
its most hideous aspect, and offering themselves 
for its most cruel operation. 

i 5 1—3 Halting then a day, to make the equipment 
of the cavalry and slingers more complete, they 
moved next morning earlier than usual. They 
had already crossed a bottom, where they had 
expected attack, when Mithridates appeared on 
the height behind them, with about a thousand 
horse, and four thousand slingers and bowmen. 
According to accounts, which Xenophon believed, 
he had promised Tissaphernes that, with this 
force, he would compel them to surrender. Why 
the Persians employed such small portions only 
of their numbers, in these first assaults upon the 

, Greeks, 
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Greeks, not directly stated by Xenojdion, may sect. 
be gathered from circumstances, on various occa- . 
sions related by him. The Grecian charge was 
so dreaded, that it would probably not have been 
easy to lead their greatest multitudes near enough 
to the phalanx, even to discharge missile weapons 
with elFect, unless the means of hasty retreat 
were obvious ; which numbers would themselves 
impede. The purpose therefore being, by desul- 
tory annoyance, without the risk of a battle, to 
bring the Greeks to surrender, trial had been first 
made w-ith a very small force ; and the success 
had probably been beyond expectation. The in- 
feriority of the Greek missile weapons, the inability 
of the heavy-armed for rapid ])ursuit, smd the 
power of a very small Persian force to give 
great annoyance, had been so experienced, that 
INIithridatcs, while he calculated his present num- 
bers to be the best proportion for his purpose, 
might perhaps not unreasonably have supposed 
them equal to it. He had passed the bottom in 
pursuit of the Greeksj and was already within 
Persian bow-shot, when the newly-formed Grecian 
cavalry advanced against him. Contemptible as 
their numbers alone might have appeared, they 
were rendered formidable by the body of the 
targeteers following them running, and the whole 
heavy-armed phalanx moving steddily in support 
of these. The Persians took to inconsiderate 
flight; much slaughter was made of their in- 
fantry; and, what the Greeks seem to have 
esteemed a more important circumstance, eighteen 
horse, unable to disingage themselves from the 
. ft 4 bottom, 
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CHAP, bottom, were made prisoners- The march was 
, then prosecuted without further disturbance during 
army took its quarters for the 
night in a large deserted town, which Xenophon 
calls Larissa, surrounded by a brick wall, twenty- 
live feet thick and a hundred high, raised on a 
basement of stone 

s. Next day, by a march of above twenty miles, 

the army reached another deserted town, sur- 
rounded by a still more extraordinary fortification. 
The wall, fifty feet thick, w^as a hundred and 
fifty high ; of which the lower third was, at least, 
faced with squared stone ; the rest w as completed 
with brick. The circuit was above twenty miles ; 

the 

The name of a town in Media, written exactly like the 
name of the principal city in Thessaly, a name familiar in 
Oreece, has excited surprize and inquiry. The conjecture 
of Bochart, approved by Le Clerc, Hutchinson and Spelman, 
is at least ingenious, and may be true. The name Larissa, 
tbo Greek in form, seems clearly not of Grecian origin. 
Strabo and Stephanus mention several towns, in different 
countries, which by the Greeks were called Larissa, but 
they take no notice of Larissa in Media. Bochart supposes 
that the town to which Xenophon has here attributed that 
jiame, was the town spoken of by Moses, in Genesis 
(c. 10. V, 12.) where he says, Asher built Resen, between 
Nineveh and Calah ; the same is a great city. The situation, 
he observes, as well as the size, agrees, and the change in 
the name was obvious for men catching Assyrian sounds with 
Grecian ears ; for if the Greeks ^sked, Of what town those 
were the ruins ? an Assyrian would answer, Le Resen, of 
Resen. Many of the Greek names about the Archipelago, 
have, in late ages, we know, been corrupted by a mistake 
exactly analogous. 

Close to Larissa Xenophon describes a pyramid, very 
inferior in size to tliose reniaining in Egypt, and did'ering 
much in proportions, being about one hundred feet square at 
the base, and two hundred high. The comparatively very 
small, but still really large and costly structure, the tomb 
of Caius Sextius, at Home, approaches, in its proportions, to 
the character of the Median pyramid. 
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the name Mespila. Both these Median towns sect. 
had been depopulated, since the transfer of the ■ ^7' 
empire to the Persians 

On the day following, appearances seemed to Anab. i. .s. 
announce that, as the attempts with a small body, 
to bring the Greeks to surrender, had failed, it 
was resolved to exert against them the united 
strength of the formidable numbers, which the 
Persian power could so readily command. A very 
large army came in sight, consisting of the troops 
of ArisRUS, of Orontas, and of the king's natural 
brother, with a detachment of the king’s own 
army under Tissaphernes, and the whole of the 
satrap’s large escort of cavalry. They followed 
the march, and pressing at the same time on the 
rear and both flanks of the army, they plied missile 
weapons. But the Greeks had the satisfaction 
to find, that they dared not charge with hand- 
arms that the Rhodian slings carried farther 
than most of the Persian bows ; and that the 

Greek 

” The history of these countries is so uncertainly known, 
that the attempt were equally vain to reconcile Xenophon's 
account of Larissa and Mespila with that which he gives, in 
the Cyropsedeia, of the peaceful succession of Cyrus to the 
Median* kingdom, in right of his mother, or to draw firom it 
any proof in favor of Herodotus, who says that he acquired 
Media by conquest. I will however just observe, that it 
may have been of importance to the Median monarchs to 
support, at a great expence, these towns, fortified, with such 
astonishing labor, on the border of the desert against Assyria, 
while Assyria was the most formidable neighbor to Media : 
and, when all was brought under one empire by Cyrus, the 
discontinuance meerly of the former attention, may have 
gone far to produce their fall. 

'* 'This is the able general Lloyd’s term for what, as he 
observes, the French, whose quaint phrases have in such 
abundance been aukwardly, ignorantly, and affectedly obtruded 
upon our military vocabulary, call armes blanches. 
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CHAP. Greek bowmen, by using the Scythian manner 
of drawing (which Xenophon has not explained) 
Aiwbj.3. gjyg superior efficacy to their shots. Nor 

had this been experienced long, when Tissaphcrnes 
withdrew hastily to a safe distance, and his ex- 
ample was as a command to the whole army. 
The Persians, during the rest of the day, followed, 
without at all pressing the Greeks, and when 
these halted near some villages to incamp, they 
retired. 

9 . 8—10.. The circumstances of this day seem to furnish 
the reason why the Persian generals chose, and 
judiciously chose, to send, at first, so small a 
portion of their numbers to harass the Grecian 
march. The Persian discipline was so deficient, 
that increase of numbers did not give proportional 
increase of force. The thickened shower of 
missile weapons still fell with little effect among 
the loose order of the Greek light-armed ; while 
these turned upon the Persians their own num- 
berless arrows ; and, in their crowded multitude, 
almost destitute of defensive armour, scarcely a 
shot failed of effect. 

Fortunately for the Greeks, the Persians had 
so expected, by force or terror, to stop their 
march, that scarcely any measures ivere takcri 
for, what would most effectually have stopped 
them, the removal of necessaries. In villages 
through which they had already passed, prepared 
guts, fit for slings, had been found, and lead for 
bullets ; and, in those where they now arrived, 

- an abundant supply of corn. JIalting there a 
day, they marched again on the morrow ; when 

Tissapherne.s 
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Tissaphemes again followed, watching opportunity 
of advantage, and endevoring to harass; but 
from so safe a distance, that little disturbance 
was given. 

The remissness of the Persians afforded oppor- 
tunity for the Greek generals to see, without in 
any considerable degree feeling, tlie defects of 
their own order of march. They had found it 
subject to dangerous hurry and derangement, 
when, in presence of the enemy, bridges, or any 
narrows were to be passed ; an inconvenience, 
which Xenophon’s account shows to have arisen, 
in a great degree, from the deficiency of the 
Clreek tactics of the age. The generals however 
took the best measure, perhaps that their circum- 
stances would admit, for obviating ill consequences, 
by appointing a picket of si.\ hundred men, formed 
in six divisions, whose office, on such occasions, 
was to protect the rear, and at other times to be 
ready for any emergency’''. 

In 

The passage of Xenophon, here thus abreviated, has 
puzzled translators, and exercised the ingenuity of critics, 
literary and military. No interpretation of it that has fallen 
in my way, is at all satisfactory ; but a correction of the 
text, proposed by Spelman, would remove the principal diffi- 
culty, with no more violence upon our present coi>ies than 
the transposition of two words, and UufjLortai, putting 

<*aeh in the other's place. This correction has all probability 
in its favor, and, without it, no ingenuity of the critics, in 
my opinion, has relieved, or can relieve, the sentence from 
gross absurdity. 

In the passage altogether, which is interesting for the 
military reader, Xenophon has described, in concise and 
general terms, adapted to those to whoni the tactics of the 
age were familiar, a series of complex evolutions; the re- 
duction of the hollow square (composed of about ten thousand 
men, incumbered with their baggage in the center) to a 
column of various front, accommodated to the accidental 

circumstances 
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CHAP. In the next day’s march, the fifth march, and 
xxiii. jjjg seventh day after their separation from the 
& Persians, the Greeks were cheered with the sight 

of mountain-tops, rising above the horizon of that 
hitherto apparently endless plain, over which they 
had been urging their wearisome way, under con- 
tinual threats of attack from a pursuing cavalry, 

more 

circumstances of the narrow to be passed ; the reformation 
of the column into a hollow square ; and the movements of 
a detached body, appointed to protect the general move- 
ments. We learn from many passages of Thucydides and 
Xenophon, that the extension and reduction of the front 
of a body of heavy-armed infantry, formed in the usual way, 
in line or in phalanx, was frequently practised ; and, tho we 
have no precise information how it was performed, yet its 
being often done, without inconvenience, in the face of an 
enemy, sufficiently proves that the method was orderly and 
good. But it should seem that this method was not readily 
applicable to the hollow square. Xenophon’s account most 
clearly shows that, when circumstances of the ground required 
the reduction of the front of the square, a regular method, 
at least such as the army in which he commanded, could 
immediately practise, was wanting. When the circumstances 
of the ground would no longer allow the leading face of the 
square to hold its front intire, the center led ; and the wings, 
falling back irregularly, according as they felt the pressure 
of the impediment, followed as they could, till the narrow 
was passed, and then ran up again, still irregularly, as 
opportunity offered, to form in line with the center. For 
the flank faces tholiusiness was easy ; they had only to in- 
cline inward, as they approached the narrow, so as to be 
either before or behind the baggage. The rear did exactly 
as the leading face ; at least as far as the pursuing enemy 
would permit ; but the evolution gave a pursuing enemy great 
opportunities. For the security of the Grecian heavy-armed, 
against either missile or hand weapons, depended much upon 
the ‘ array' (according to Milton's phrase) ‘ of serried shields,' 
which, in tlie course of such evolutions, would be long dis- 
ordered, and the shield, for the time, almost a useless 
incumbrance. 

With this previous e.xplanation, and if Spelman's correc- 
tion may be allowed, I am not without hope that the following 
translation of the passage in question may be found intelli- 
gible and just. 

‘ The 
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more numerous than their whole army. Ere long, 
hills appeared, so far projected from the mountain 
bases, that the army soon entered the winding of 
their vallies. But the Persian generals, aware 
that the opportunity for effective operation with 
their cavalry was gone, knew also the advantage 
to be derived from the highlands they were ap- 
proaching. A large detachment of their foot- 
archers, men of the lowest rank, were sent forward 

to 

‘ The Greeks were now aware that the square is an 

* inconvenient order of inarch, when an enemy follows. For 
‘ when circumstances of the ground, or a bridge to be passed, 

* compel to narrow the front, the wings, of necessity, bending, 

‘ the heavy-armed are driven out of regular order; they 
‘ march inconveniently ; and being at the same time crowded, 

‘ and their ranks and files disordered, they are incapable of 

* efficacious action against an enemy. When the defile then 

* is passed, and the wings open again to wheel into line, 

‘ there is necessarily an interval in the center, which is a 

* discouraging circumstance to the soldier when the enemy 
^ follows ; so that whenever a bridge or other narrow is to 
^ be passed, all are eager to be foremost, and hence increase 

* of opportunity for*the enemy. To remedy these incon- 
‘ veniencies, the generals formed a picket of six lochi, cacJi 
‘ of a hundred men, with proper officers. Whenever then 
‘ occasion required that the wing should fall back, the picket 
‘ had its post in the rear, to protect them during the move- 
‘ ment;' (occupying the hollow between them while any 
remained) ‘ or,' (if the narrowness of the pass compelled the 
wings to close) ‘ keeping clear beyond them to the rear. 

* When, as the ground then would allow, the wings wheeled 
‘ up into line, the picket again filled the opening. If it was 
‘ small, the picket was formed in column of enomoties ; if 
‘ larger, in column of pentecostyes ; if larger still, in column 
‘ of lochi, so as always to fill the interval- Thus there 
‘ was no longer the former confusion in passing defiles or 

* bridges; the lochages’ (not as Spelman has translated, of 
these several companies^ but o^ the whole army), ‘ leading 
‘ their divisions in orderly succession; and if a body ot 
*■ heavy-armed was wanted to act anywhere upon any occa- 
‘ sion,' this I think to be clearly the meaning of woi» ^fo» 

which Leunclavius has totally perverted^ by 
hi.s translation, (si phalange opus essetj^ * tljese were ready.' 
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CHAP, to occupy the heights commanding the way; a 
' — .. — ^ guard of soldiers of superior degree attending, 
i. 'st c. 4. whose office was to inforcc their exertion. Driven 
$.16—19. jjy gtripes and the fear of death from the impe- 
rious band behind them, the Persian archers 
pressed in such numbers, so close upon the 
Rhodian slingers and other Greek light-armed, as 
to compel them to retire within the square, and 
then they exceedingly galled the whole army. The 
deficiency however of spirit, discipline, and 
military science of the Persians, afforded oppor- 
tunity to the G recian generals soon to put an end 
to this annoyance. Tho so inferior in force, they 
might always dare to detach. They sent there- 
fore a body of targeteers to a height commanding 
that occupied by the enemy, and the very sight 
sufficed : archers, and those appointed to inforce 
their exertion, fled together. Tlie march was then 
continued uninterrupted to a village, where for- 
tunately was found a supply of wheatmeal and 
wine, with large store of barley, collected for the 
stables of the governor of the province. For the 
sake of the wounded, they halted here three days ; 
and, on this occasion first, we find mention of 
surgeons in the Grecian army : eight were, ac- 
cording to Xenophon’s phrase, now appointed. 
It is indeed perhaps the first mention of anny- 
surgeons, by any extant Grecian writer since 
Homer ; who has attributed very high value to 
the services, and very lygh honors to the persons, 
of the sons of .dBsculapius, in the early age of the 
Trojan war. 


A more 
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A more level country succeeded the first hills; sect. 
and here the enemy renewed their desultory as- iv. 
saults, so as exceedingly to distress the Greeks, AnauTs. 
incumbered with their numerous wounded ; inso- 
much that, after a short march, they halted at the 
first village. Incouraged thus, the Persian gene- 
rals, who had never yet ventured to attack the 
Greeks in any station, resolved to attempt it here. 
Opportunity, indeed, must soon be seized, or the 
Greeks would be among mountains, where, tho 
not likely to find their own safety, they would be 
beyond the pursuit of that cavahy, without which 
the satraps and generals would not follow them. 

The credit therefore, which these had promised 
themselves, from carrying all the Grecian generals 
into the king's presence, would have been lost; 
and as so much seems to have been completely 
expected from them, censure and deprivation of 
command might follow ; seldom, under a despotic 
government, unattended with deprivation of life, 
and ruin to the whole family. But they found 
(it is the observation of Xenophon) a wdde difl'er- 
ence between annoying a line of march, and 
assaulting a station. They advanced indeed no 
nearer than to attack with missile weapons. In 
such a feeble mode of attack, their numbers, little 
availing to themselves, gave greater opportunity 
to the enemy, and they were repulsed with such 
loss that the attempt was not repeated. 

Nevertheless it behooved the Greek generals 
to take every measure for obviating, or evading, 
such annoyance to their march, as that which 
they had last suffered. They had now leaint that 

.th6 
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the enemy were vehemently fearful of nightly 
assault ; for which (it is again Xenophon's remark) 
a Persian army indeed was very ill accommodated. 
For its principal force consisted in cavalry, whose 
horses were always tied at night, and commonly 
shackled”; so that, on any csdl to arms, the sol- 
dier had to take off the shackles, to loosen the 
halter, to saddle*® and bridle the horse, and to 
put on his own corslet : things not all done with 
ready certainty, in darkness and under alarm. It 
was therefore the practice of the Persian generals, 
in pursuing the Greeks, always to withdraw early 
in the afternoon, and to incamp not less than seven 
or eight miles from them, 'fhe Greek generals 
therefore waited for the afternoon, before they 
would move; and, marching when they had 
assured themselves that the Persians were de- 
cidedly withdrawn for the night, they put such a 
distance between the armies that, during the next 
two days, they saw no enemy. 

The Persian generals, tho totally indisposed 
to daring measures, nevertheless retained their 

anxiety 

** The genera] want of tenacity in the soil, over the vast 
plains of Asia, refusing efficacy to the European method of 
ncketing, seems to have occasioned the common practice of 
Shackling. 

'® It has been generally supposed that a cloth 

or rug was all that the Greeks and Romans used, to relieve 
the seat on a horse’s back. Whether anything like that heavy, 
aukward implement, the modern oriental saddle, was in use 
among the antient Persians, must be now so difficult to 
determine, that, in the abundance of opportunity for noticing 
inaccuracies in D’Ablancourt’s translation of the Anabasis, 
Spelman's censure on his use of the word saddle, in this 
passage, might well have, been spared ; especially as the 
word housmg, which he has given instead, seems .far from 
unobjectionable. 
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wnAtiety to strike some blow, which might do them sect. 
credit, before opportunity should be completely , iv. 
bst. Availing themselves of their knowlege of the *n.h 
country, they sent forward a considerable force ; *' 
and, on the third day after the evening march, the 
Greeks were alarmed with the sight of a body of 
the enemy, on a height commanding the way they 
must pass, the army under Tissaphernes and Ariseus 
at the same time pressing on their rear. Quick de- 
cision was necessary. A body of targeteers, with 
three hundred chosen heavy-armed, under Xeno- 
phon, pushed for a summit commanding that oc- 
cupied by the enemy. The Persian generals at the 
same time sent forward a detachment for the same 
purpose. Using the utmost exertion, the Greeks 
arrived first. The Persians on the lower height 
then immediately fled. Tissaphernes, finding his •• s- c. 5. 
purpose thus baffled, presently changed the 
direction of his march; and the Greeks descended, 
unmolested, into a vale, washed by the Tigris, rich 
in pasture, and abounding with villages. 

Hitherto the Persian generals had avoided all 
waste of the country, through which the Greeks 
directed their march. Here fin^ villages were 
seen in flames. The Persian cavalry, by a cir- •-s—*- 
cuitous road, entered the vale about the same time 
with the Greeks, cut off some of them, straggling 
after plunder, and set fire to the dwellings of the 
peaceful inhabitants. The Greeks however vin- 
(Ucated to themselves the possesion of the villages 
at which they amve4 first, with all their contents. 

Various valuable suppUes were found in them, 
and much cattle in the ac^hung fields ; and the 
. vox.. V. If generals 
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CHAP, generals took occasion to incourage the trodps 

xxm. ypjijj observing, that now the Persians evidently 
acknowleged their superiority, for they made war 
as if the country was no longer their own. 

A nab. Nevertheless new and pressing difficulties oc- 

S.5— il.’ curred. Hitherto the march had been prosecuted 

along the great road, the principal communication 
from Babylon to the northern provinces, and never 
far from the course of the Tigris. A new face 
of country now presented itself; they were arrived 
at the foot of that vast ridge, which, under various 
names, stretches from the iEgean sea to the 
Caspian. The great northern road insinuated 
itself among the mountains. But two other ^at 
roads offered : one leading eastward to Etbatana 
and Susa, the ordinary spring and summer resi- 
dences of the great king ; one westward, across 
the river, directly to Lydia and Ionia; being 
apparently that by which Ariseus had proposed to 
march, had he not succeeded in his negotiation 
for peace and pardon. Thi.s was the desirable 
road for the Greeks. But the river was so deep, 
that the longest spear, it was found, would not 
reach the bottom; and could boats have been 
collected, or rafts formed, a large body of cavalry 
seen on the farther bank, while the army under 
Tissaphemes watched their rear, would have made 
the passage next to impracticable. Mountain- 
precipices overhanging the eastern bank, denied 
even the attempt to seek a p^sage higher up. 
Under these circumstances, yi a country of w'hich 
the most slender report. had never yet reached 
Greece, the generals had recourse to their 

prisoners. 
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prisoners. They were informed by these, that the sect. 
mountains before them were held by the Car- ■ 
doos " ; a most fierce and warlike people ; who, 
tho surrounded by the dominions, had never owned 
the sovereinty of the great king: that an army of 
a hundred and twenty thousand men had once 
been sent to reduce them, and the current report 
was, that not one of the number had ever re- 
turned : that nevertheless they sometimes were, 
by compact, upon good terms with the neighboring 
satraps, who did not disdain to enter into treaty 
with them, and then communication was open 
between their country and the Persian provinces : 
that beyond their mountains lay Armenia, an 
extensive and very plentiful country, whence 
communication was ready to all quarters. 

After every inquiry in their power, having 
weighed all circumstances,, the Greek generals 
resolved to pursue their way into Armenia. The 
usual animosity of the Cardoos against the 

Persians, 

*‘Kag3livx*>> From this people the modern Cardies 
seem to have derived their blood, their name, and their 
character; for which Volney and other travellers may be 
consulted. The last syllable of the name has apparently 
been added by the Greeks, as necessary for the inflexions of 
their language. The x ^ intended to represent an 

oriental guttural, alien to all English enunciation, and per- 
haps, like the French final n, rather a modification of the 
preceding vowel than a clearly distinct consonant. Thus a 
south Welshman, in pronouncing the British word fFyw, 
begins with a guttural sound, most nearly represented in 
English orthography by the letter g, whence the word is 
written Gzvyn; and' a Spaniard, at least a Castilian, ende** 
voting to speak the English words White, What, When, 
pronounces nearly Gxoite, Gwat, Gwen; which seems to have 
been also nearly the pronunciation of the old Lowland Scots, 
who often wrote quh for the English wh. 

n 2 
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CHAR Persians, it was hoped would dispose them to 
xx iii. friendship with the enemies of the Persians. At 
least, annoyance from the Persian cavalry would 
be obviated ; and it was indeed little likely that 
Tissaphemes would, with any part of his army, 
venture to pursue among the mountains. In 
the latter speculation they were not deceived. 
Tissaphemes immediately turned his march ; 
probably thinking that, next to having the heads 
of the Grecian generals to lay before the king, 
the certainty of their being ingaged among the 
Cardoo highlands, was of all things most desirable 
for him ; for, with little risk of contradiction, he 
might now make any report of his own prowess 
against them. Truth indeed, as the modern history 
of the East abundantly evinces, so hardly finds 
its way to a despotic throne, that the base cir- 
cumvention of the Grecian generals may very 
possibly have been totally disguised, and those 
unfortunate men may have been presented to 
Artaxerxes as prisoners of war, honorably made, 
proofs of the meritorious exertion of his victorious 
forces 

Much however as the Greeks had already given 
up of those conveniencies, fttf the long march to 
the Ionian shore, which they might have pre- 
served, had the way been friendly, it became 
necessary now still farther to lighten their bag- 
Anab. 1.4. gegc- Slavcs, a species of plunder unknown to 
modern European armies, were much coveted by 

the 

" Such a deception is perhaps more than untravelled 
Englishmen will readily conceive possible, much as many of 
them are disposed to revile ^very ^ministration of their own 
country; but in the East it would appear familiar. 
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the Grecian soldier. They required no cattle, 
like other plunder, to transport them; on the ^ 
contrary, they served, as cattle, to transport other 
plunder. Since their breach with the Persians, 
the Greeks had collected numerous slaves, male 
and female. For the march over the mountains 
it was held requisite to abandon a large proportion 
of them. Accordingly the males were mostly 
dismissed, but discipline was not powerful enough 
to make the soldiers part with their women. 

Advancing then among the mountains, they 
had the mortification to find every endevor vain, 
for bringing the fierce Cardoos to any accommo- 
dation. Obliged to fight their waj', they incoun- 
tered, with little remission, during seven days, 
far greater difficulties and dangers than had been 
experienced in the plains, from the countless 
cavalry of the great king. Meanwhile, from the 
chill of autumnal rains, frequent and heavy among 
the highlands, they suffered the more, as it so 
quickly followed the heats of an Assyrian summer. 
The -road, always through narrow defiles, often 
steep, was often commanded by precipices ; 
whence, with no other weapons than rolling 
fragments of a rocS^ a few men might stop an 
army. But the Cardoos had other weapons. They 
gav(B extraordinary efficacy to their bowshots, by 
a method of drawing, assisted by the fodt, by 
which they discharged arrows three feet long, 
with such force as to pierce shields and corslets. 
The Cretan bowmen learned, from their enemies, 
to improve their own practice, so as to be highly 
hseftil in this passage; but the Cardoo arrows 
" - B 3 were 
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CHAP, were so above proportion for their bows, that 
xxni. could use them only as darts. Nevertheless 

science and discipline, with superior defensive 
armour, inabled the Greeks everywhere to over- 
bear oj)position ; and when they could reach the 
iiiab. 1.4, towns, which were numerous, and all unfortified, 
C.9. S.14. found good houses and abundant provisions : 
for the Cardoos, in a rude style, lived well among 
their mountains. 

Compelled thus to fight their way, and to take 
by violence what they wanted, when at length 
they had completed the laborious and dangerous 
passage of the mountain.®, and the Armenian 
plain came in view, increased difficulty occurred. 
A deep and rapid river, washing the foot of the 
C.S. mountains, crossed the road. On the farther 
bank, a Persian army appeared, prepared to 
dispute the passage. It was commanded by the 
satrap Orontas, who, by another road, had reached 
his satrapy before them. The Cardoos, with 
sharpened animosity, having followed their march, 
were gathered on the heights behind, ready, at 
the favorable moment, to fall upon their rear. 

While the Qreek generals were at the greatest 
loss to chuse among the difficulties before them, 
a more favorable ford than thft lying in the direct 
course of the great road, was, by meer accident, 
discovered at no great distance, unguarded. With- 
out hesitation they proceeded to profit from it, 
and the first division of the army had no sooner 
passed, than the Persians began to fly. It ap-. 
pears probable, that the satraps had promised 
themselves and their troops an easy victory, over 
5 the 
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the small remains of the Grecian army which sect. 
might escape, if indeed any should escape, the . -i 
Cardoo arms. The sight of their, numbers, not 
sensibly diminished, and the observation that the 
fierce highlanders feared to attack them, even 
with missile weapons, till more than half their 
force had crossed the river, seem to have occa- 
sioned the panic which urged the whole Persian 
army to fly; so profusely, that the very small 
body of the Grecian cavalry pursuing, supported 
only by the targeteers, took a considerable part 
of the baggage. The rear division of the Greeks, 
which the Cardoos, watching the favorable mo- 
ment, at length attacked, was commanded by 
Xenophon; who, in relating his precautions to 
evade, and his eflbrts to check their assaults, 
confesses that their activity, boldness, and skill, 
were highly distressing; and, tho the loss altogether 
was not great, they did more execution than all 
the satrap’s army. 

The hazardous passage of the mountains and 
the river being thus fortunately effected ; one 
enemy, very formi^Able among the highlands, but 
wanting discipline for action in a plain, being left 
behind, and the othm* which in the plain should 
have been formid<^ll|^ fiyii>g before them, the Anab. i. .i. 
Greeks prosecuted their march sixteen or eighteen ■ 
miles uninterrupted, over K.&ie c\)ampain country, 
of gentle rise and fall, appearing singularly to 
invite habitation and cultivation, yet without a 
dwelling to be seen; all was waste through the 
inability or neglect of the Persian government to 
protect its subjects against the inroads of the 
H 4 Cardoos. 
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CHAT. Cardoos. In the evening they reached a large 

■ xxiii. yiija^e^ where, to their great advantage, farther 
proof of Persian supineness occurred. The satrap 
having a palace there, the place was less likely to 
be forgotten or neglected, and yet, as if purposely 
left for their present refreshment and future supply, 
they found provisions abounding. 

Five days then they proceeded, expecting 
always opposition, but meeting none. On the 
sixth, arriving at the river Tdeboas, which divides 
Eastern from Western Armenia, they saw the 
farther bank occupied by an army commanded 
by Teribazus, governor of the latter, who seemed 
prepared to dispute their entrance into his 
country. Soon however it became evident, that 
the hope of success in open contest with the 
Grecian heavy-armed, which had been abandoned 
in the center of the empire, under the monarch’s 
eye, was not resumed in that distant province. A 
message of peace soon arrived from Teribazus, 
with a proposal that, if they would abstain from 
useless devastation within his government, not only 
their passage should be unmolested, but they 
should be allowed to take necessary provisions. 
Such a proposal was accepted gladly, and a treaty, 
of which it was the basis, was quickly concluded. 

M. The march qf die next three days was then as 
through a friendly country; tho Teribazus fol- 
lowed with his army, at no great distance, watch- 
ing their motions. But, in a small variation of 
latitude, mounting gradually from the bu rnin g 
flats of Mesopotamia, little raised above the Indian 
ocean’s tide, to the lofty plains; near which thq 

Ti^ 
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Tigris and Euphrates have their sources, they sect. 
experienced a violent change of climate ; a change ^ • 

apparently unforeseen when, on the southern side 
of the mountains, they burned their tents. While Aiub. i. 4. 
they slept, unsheltered, on the ground, so heavy a 
snow fell as to bury men and cattle. Wood 
fortunately abounded, with which they made large 
fires. Olive oil, which ip Greece was commonly 
used to relieve the inconveniencies, equally of 
excessive cold and excessive heat, the severe 
winters of Armenia denied ; but oils of bitter 
almonds, sesame, and turpentine, supplied the 
deficiency ; or, if these failedj the abundance of 
lard was a resource, which the Greeks did not 
spurn at, for copious unction of their whole bodies. 

In other points they were plentifully supplied; 
the Armenian villages abounding, not only with 
necessaries, but luxuries ; not only with corn and 
meat, but variety of pulse, dried fruits, and wines 
old and flavored. 

All circumstances considered, their condition 
seemed now even fqrtunate ; when the necessity 
of dispensing with' the regularity of a camp, for 
the sake of shelter among unfortified villages, 
produced an untoward change. The authority of 
the generals, scared^ sufficing always to inforce 
due order in the assembled army, could not in- 
force regular conduct in s^ttored quarters ; and, 
against the futh of the treaty, some houses were, 
in meer wantonness, set on fire, at the time of 
marching in the morniPg, by those who had 
profited from their shelter during the night. This 
was probably among the circumstances which 

stimulated 
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CHAP, stimulated Teribazus, instead of longer following 
xxiii. jjjg Greeks, to advance before them, and occupy 
f 4* c 4 heights commanding a defile which they must 

i. 11—13. pass. A prisoner fortunately gave information of 
this circumstance, and a disposition was made for 
driving the Persians from the commanding ground. 
The Persians however fled, before assault reached 
them, leaving their camp, with the pavilion of 
Teribazus, and all its furniture, the silver-footed 
bed, the table plate, and many of the household 
slaves, the easy prey of the victors. The regard 
for truth which Xenophon generally evinces, the 
candor with which-he often declares the crimes of 
his fellowcountrymen, even those in which, as wc 
shall find, he was compelled to take a leading part, 
justly intitle him to our general credit : yet it 
must be confessed that his narrative rather stam- 
mers here ; and if Teribazus was perfidious, as 
Xenophon affirms, he certainly took his measures 
veiy ill. 

Thus easily as they disposed of the Persian 
forces that would have o{^)osed them, the Greeks 
now found new and most formidable difficulties 
to incounter. In Eastern Armenia, according to 
the information which X^c^hoa obtained, they 
had crossed the Tigris near its source. They 
now approached the head of the Euphrates ; and 
while winter still advanced, and they still gra- 
dually ascended to a higher level of ground, a very 
disadvantageous change of country occurred. For 
C..S.S.1— 4. three days march all was desert ; the snow, gene- 
rally six feet deep, had blotted out all roads : the 
northwind, always extremely sharp, often blew 

violently. 
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violently. Guides were procured from the villages 
without difficulty; but provisions failed, and 
wood became scarce. The Greeks, unpractised 
in such climates, seem not to have obtained in- 
formation from the natives how to manage their 
fires, or to profit from the shelter which snow 
itself may afford. In traversing the snowy deserts 
of America, the first business, where it is proposed 
to halt for the night, is to clear a space for each 
fire, sufficient to contain the party that is to sleep 
around it. The snow then dissolves little, and 
the party rest on the ground, warmed by the fire, 
and sheltered from all wind. But the Greeks Anab. i. 4. 
discovered the depth of the snow only by its 
melting, where they made their fires on it; and 
on the snow itself they laid themselves to rest, 
exposed to the bitter blast. Marching, and thus 
halting, they suffered nearly alike. Some lost s. 
their toes, some their eyes ; many slaves, and even 
some of the soldiers, died of cold and hunger. 

The baggage-cattle of course suffered, and many 
perished. 

In this ‘extraordinary country, in the latitude of 
the finest cUmates, the rigor of an arctic winter 
drove the inhabitants to the resources, which are 
familiar in Siberia and Tartary. They formed >.19—25. 
their houses under-^und, where men and cattle 
herded together. Nevertheless the produce of 
the soil was not niggardly. The army, arriving at 
length at some villages, found provisions abound- . . 
ing ; meat of various kinds, fowls, and wheaten 
bread. Wine, from the grape, either the climate, 
or the want of modern skill, denied ; but the ■ ■ 

people 
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CHAP, people consoled themselves with beer; which 
xxtii. Xenophon commends, under the name of barley- 
wine ; and altogether the change of condition was 
found so advantageous, that he speaks of this as 
a land of luxury. Fortunately for the Greeks, 
the inhabitants, secliided from communication, 
Anab. 1. 4 . believed their confident assertion, that they were 
* ’** the king’s troops, and treated them with the 
utmost kindness and respect. Here therefore they 
rested eight days, to prepare for new fatigue. 

During this halt, Xenophon resided in the 
house of the chief officer or magistrate of one of 
the villages, with whose behaviour he was much 
satisfied. When the army moved again, this man 
was taken as a guide, and his son as a hostage 
for his fidelity. The march then being prosecuted 
three days, and no habitation seen, while men 
and cattle suffered much, Cheirisophus, impatient, 
imputed to the guide the purpose of avoiding the 
villages ; and refusing credit to his assertion, that 
the country necessarily to be -traversed was un- 
inhabited, in anger struck him. ' The ipan so felt 
the indignity, that tho his son remained in the 
hands of ;the Greeks, he left them the following 
night, and was seen no more. - Xenophon expresses 
himself much hurt by this Sphrtan brutality and 
its consequence. He adds however tj;iat it was the 
only occasion, during the whole march, ,on which 
had any difference with Cheirisophus. 

B.C.400. Fortunately the river Phasis was not far off, 
01.94.S. and for seven days its course directed the wav **. 
Filter’. Diverpng 

** ilie learned author of the DissertatioD on the Geography 
of the Anabans, has supposed that the guide, who deserted, 

had 
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Diverging then for two days, the army reached sect. 
the defiles, leading, from the lofty plains of . 
Armenia, to the lower country, spreading between 
the Caspian and Euxine seas. Here the warriors 
of three fierce tribes, the Phasians, Chalybs, and 
Taocs, none owning the great king’s allegiance, 
were assembled to dispute the passage. Stratagem 
however, with superior ^rms and superior dis- 
cipline, inabled the Greeks to force their way, 
with little loss. The defiles being passed, oppo- 
sition ceased ; and, in the plain beyond, villages 
were found, abundantly stored with provisions for 
present supply. But, in a march of five days Anab. 1.4. 
afterward, no food could be obtained : the Taocs 
had removed everything to strong holds on the 
hills, and the Greeks were reduced to the sad 
necessity of adding slaughter to robbery for sub- 
sistence. It may indeed be feared that mild 
methods were not duly tried, for bringing the rude 
people to an accommodation. One of their strong 
holds was stormed ; and such was the abhorrence, 
among the unfortunate families who held it, of 
falling into the power of the Greeks, that, when 
resistance was found vain, the women threw their 
own children down 'Idle steeps, and then, with the 
men, precipitates themselves. An Arcadian lo- 
chage, ;£neas of Stymphalus,^ endevoring to stop 


had puqjosely misled the Greeks, uid that they continued 
long to wander out of their way. Xenophon furnishes no 
sufficient ground for such a Mpposidon; and, on the contrary, 
the accounts of antimt and modern travellers seem to explain 
sufficiently why an experienced, intelligent, and faithful 
guide would prefer a circuitous road. -That of Toumefort, 
quoted in the next note, suffices to vindicate the probability 
of Xenophon’s narrative. 
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c ti A p. one whose dress seemed to mark superior rank, 

. ^ was dragged down the precipice with .him, and 

they perished together. 

Auab. The cattle, thus acquired, supported the Greeks 

1.10—13. in traversing, during seven days, the country of 
the Chalybs ; a people distinguished, among the 
Asiatics, by their superior armour, adapted to 
close fight, and by their courage in using it. This 
people had removed everything from the villages, 
and it was not till after proceeding four days 
through the more level territory of the Scythinians, 
». 14 . that the Greeks found a supply. After four days 
march again, they arrived at Gymnias, a large 
and wealthy city. It is remarkable that only one 
town of such a description, Opis, on the river 
Physcus in Media, has occurred in the whole 
length of way from the border of Mesopotamia to 
this place. We read only of villages ; meaning 
apparently towns inhabited solely by husbandmen, 
with the few artificers necessary to husbandry. 
Here fortunately was found a disposition to prefer 
peaceful accommodation to the chance of war. 
The chief, or governor, furnished the Greeks with 
a guide ; and, by the same nieasure, relieved his 
people from guests whom tMy+feared, and re- 
venged them on neighbors whom' they hated ; for, 
the guide, in pursuance of his instructions, con- 
ducted the Greeks through a country which he 
incouraged them to plunder, and evCn urged them 
to bum and destroy. 

This man had ingaged, at the peril of his life, 
to lead the army, in five days, within sight of the 
Ettxine sea, and he made his word good. From 

a hill, 
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a hill, in the course of the fifth day’s march, it sect. 
was distinctly seen. The leading division imme- . . 

diately gave a shout of joy, which was presently ^ 4 *^' y 
repeated by those next in the line ; while the *• 
rear, ignorant of what the growing tumult meant, 
apprehended an enemy in front, and danger more 
than common. Pressing, however, forward, to 
give the assistance that might be wanting, they 
presently distinguished the reiteration of the 
cheering words * the sea ! the sea ! ’ Joy then 
filled every eye, congratulations flowed from every 
lip ; and, in the tumult of gladness, without 
waiting for orders or regular permission, all 
sedulously employed themselves in collecting 
stones, with which a large barrow was quickly 
raised, as a monument of the happy event. Want 
of generous gratitude was not among the national 
vices of the j3reeks. The guide was liberally 
rewarded. A horse, a silver cup, a Persian dress, s.19. 
were presented to him, with ten darics in money, 
and, at his particular request, many rings. He 
then pointed out a village at a distance) which 
would aflbrd commodious quarters, gave directions 
for the way forward, through the country of the 
Macrons, and in the evening took his leave. 

Next day a circumstance occurred, in another 
manner indicating the approach of the army to 
the spheiv of Grecian communication and com- 
merce. While the advanced guard were felling 
some trees, to facilitate the passage of a river, 
a body of the Macrons approached, to oppose 
it. Orders were not yet given for measures to 
force the way, when a targefteer of the Grecian 

army 
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356 

army came to Xenophon, and told him * he had 
‘ overheard the enemy’s conversation, and under- 
‘ stood their language ; in short, circumstances 
* altogether gave him to bdieve theirs to be his 
‘ native Country ; for, tho long since free, he had 
‘ originally been imported to Athens as a slave. 

‘ If, therefore, he might be permitted, he would 
‘ speak to them.* The Macrons readily listened 
to a man speaking their own language ; and, being 
told that the Greeks desired their friendship, and 
were enemies to the king of Persia, they instantly 
laid aside all appearance of animosity. A treaty, 
presently concluded, was ratihed by the exchange 
of a Grecian for a Macron spear, and some in- 
vocations of their respective deities. The bar- 
barians then assisted sedulously in felling trees 
and clearing the way, mixed without reserve in 
the Grecian camp, and, in a march of three days 
through their country, providing the best market 
it could readily afford, conducted the army to the 
Colchian mountains. 

Treaty with the Colchians being either neg- 
lected or unavailii^, an effort of some difficulty 
and haxtml here became nd:essary. But against 
superior arms and discipline, directed by superior 
science,, the numbers and bravery of barbarians, 
tho seconded by very advantageous ground, as 
usual failed ; and, in two days more, jhe army 
reached the first great object ,of its wishes, a 
Grecian town, Trapezus, now vft^^ly Trebizond, 
on the shore of the Euxine sea. At this place, 
a large and fiorisbing commercial settlement from 
Sinope, itself a colony from Miletus, they found 

that 
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Aat friendly reception which, from those claiming sect. 
the same ancestry, speaking the same language, . 
acknowleging the same religion, tho unconnected 
in civil government, they had promised them- 
selves. Here therefore, as for their first arrival -Anab, 

J. 4. c. 8. 

in a territory intrinsically friendly, they performed f. i8~sfi. 
sacrifices, vowed to the supposed guides of their 
march. Protecting Jupiter and Hercules. Games 
in the Grecian manner, were added ; horseraces, 
footraces, wrestling, boxing and the pancratium. 

Thus they proposed at the same time to celebrate 
their own adventure, to entertain their kind hosts, 
and to show’ farther their respect and gratitude 
to the gods^^ 


The Greeks passed through Armenia in midwinter. 
Tournefort set out from Trebizond for Erzerum, the modern 
capital of Armenia, in the train of the bashaw of that place, 
toward niidsu miner. Even at that season tlic bashaw took 
a circuitous way, as the more commodious and less rugged. 
On the seventh of June nevertheless they passed over bare 
mountains, with snow on the ground ; the cold severe ; the 
fog so thick that they po«ld not see one another four j)aces 
off; and even in the valley, in which they halted for th® 
night, not a stick, nor even a" cowslot, says Tournefort, was 
to be found to burn ; even the bashaw could have no victuals 
dressed that day. from Trebiz(|lid thus ^ far (a journey of 
five days) the country bore a nciilLr resemblance to the Alps 
and Pyrenees. EVen in descending the mountains^ on the 
southern side, the way was through narrow, barren, woodless 
valleys, inspiring, according to Tcpi^e^iirt'e expression, no- 
thing but melancholy, l^^was not till tne^ tenth or eleventh 
day's march, in that favorable sealbn, witfii all the advantages 
that a bashaw, going in peace to take possession of his 
government, could comnisuid, that they arrived among fertile 
fields, in which ^irarimil grains were cultivated; and not till 
the twelfth 4i^ that* the]ipe|l|frbed Erzerum. Snow had fallen 
at Erzerum bn the drst of Juhb. At midsummer, for an hour 
after sunrise, the cold waaW'a&arp there as to benumb the 
hands and incapacitate them Tor writing, tho the midday heat 
was inconvenient, even to a Languedocian. Not a tree nor 
a bush was to be seen around Erzerum: fir, brought a two 
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SECTION V. 

Retitrn of the Greeks, Transactims at TrapezuSy CerasuSy 
fhcnejicial Effect of Grecian Superstition) Cotyora. (Spirit 
if Grecian Military Discipline) Sinope y Heracleiay Port- 
Calplem 

It was not easy to persuade the multitude, that, 
when once thus arrived on Grecian ground, any 
considerable dangers or difficulties could neces- 
sarily interfere with their progress to Greece. But 
their numbers, hitherto so important for their 
preservation, became now their hindrance. One 
or two, or perhaps a hundred of them, might 
readily have found conveyance by sea. But how, 
at Trapezus, vessels could be collected for trans- 
porting all, and how, in the interval, so large an 
addition to the population of a town, with so 
small a territory, and so distant from friendly and 
civilized countries, could be subsisted, were matters 

apparently 

or three days journey, wa^t;hei>nly wood jknown for burning: 
the common fewel was cow^ung; of Uie effect of which upon 
his victuals, and the smell everywhere, Tournefort vehemently 
complains. ' Voy. au Levant, Lettre iB. 

According to tlie saxx^ 1‘espectable writer the shortest way 
from Erzerum to Tx^l^opd, for a^single man, in the favor- 
able season, is only a five days j^rney. But his account, 
and all acipunts, show it likely that the direct ws^y, from the 
Armenian plains to Trapezus, would ^ve been impracticable 
for the Grecian army, and that it* wkl nee^saiy to diverge 
eastward. Georgia, tho to the has a much milder 

climate, and supplies Arme^ik^ wiffi fruits* It seems 
therefore every way probaU^.lhat the guide, ill-treated by 
Cheirisophus, executed his dfSce faithfully and ably, while 
he remained with the army ; conducting it by a circuitous, 
indeed, but the most advantageous, and, at that season, 
perhaps even the only way. 



RETURN OF THE GREEKS. 



259 

apparently not within calculation. On the con- 
trary, to pass by land, to any point of the connected 
line of Grecian colonies, for a small party, was 
perhaps impossible ; yet their united strength 
might probably command its way, tho far through 
a hostile country, mountainous and difficult, with 
a few Grecian settlements only, at wide intervals, 
on the coast. The soldiers, however, alive to Anub. i. 5 . 
the impression of past fatigues and perils, were 
thoughtlessly eager for the passage by sea. ‘ I am 
‘ tired, ' said one, ‘ of eternally collecting my 
‘ necessaries, w^alking, running, marching in rank 
‘ and file, mounting guard, and fighting. With 

* the sea before us, why should we not use the 
‘ advantage, and proceed the rest of our way, 

‘ like Ulyssesf, sleeping, to Greece**? ’ This im- 
provident speech was received with general ap- 
plause,- and Cheiri'sophus, a well-meaning and 
zealotis, b^ not an able officer, confirmed the 
impression,;^^by excitidg hope that he could give 
practicability to die proposal : * Anaxibius,’ he 
said ‘ who, I am* informed, now commands the 
‘ Lacedsemonian^i^eeV ^ friend, and if you 
‘ will commissiotf the, I think I can bring both 

* tirmsports ' to carr)', and triremes to convoy 

* you.’ ThiS;"#as d^disive ; soldiers, who, in 
the defidesicy* of established subordination, had 
been suipifiCHEi^^ thek gepkrals to common 
debate iipoo tli* oc^jS^^ iiiimediati^y voted that 
Cheirisop4liip Should' jgo^iddliout delay. 

It 

** ]^eferring to tiomcr’s description in the thirteenth book 
of the Odyss^, v. 1 16. 
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CHAP. It remained then for Xenophon, the other 
, x.xiit. ^ generals little assisting in difficult circumstances^ 
to provide that the army should have subsistence, 
and to preserve in it that order and discipline, 
without which it would risk to become a nuisance 
to friends or a prey to enemies. Few had 
wherewithal to buy necessaries in the Trapezuntine 
market, nor could the Trapezuntines furnish a 
Anmb. 1. 5 . market equal to the demand. To rob the neigh- 
boring barbarians seemed the only resource ; and 
CI1.15.S. 4. under sanction of the common Grecian tenet, 
that, against those to whom they were bound by 
no compact, they were by no moral or religious 
law forbidden any violence, it was put in practice 
without scruple ; at the ptciposal of Xenophon 
himself, and under regulations pf^his proposal. 
At first this nefarious expedient was successful ; 
but repeated losses taught the barbarians to secure 
their property, and revenge themsdves on the 
Aiiab. 1. 5 . robbers. A maroding pnliy, consi^ng of two 
lochi, was mostly cut off; Clessnetus, the com- 
manding lochage, fell ; and slaughter was 
altogether greater pethaps^luui^n .any one action, 
MS. the army had jret suffered. Nojdiing was now 
any more to be found, within such a<distance that 
the expedition coi^ be comfdet^'^ a day ; for 
the guides furnished by the^Tni^peziiiMlmes, in- 
structed in the .^nsideratimss necessary for the 
welfare of thw towi^>ayokled iliivineMpr tribes, 
whose 4 i^endship had > been cultiyintod or was 
desirable, and led die par^i^ tOi.tlie.inore distant, 
who were either hosdte, or whosei,(-^sposition the 
IVapezuntines little regarded. .^S| . without 

advancing, 
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advancing, the Greeks underwent the fatigues sect. 
and dangers of a inarch through an enemy’s . . 

country. .Yet the neces^y was urgent for con- Anab.1.5. 
tinning the practice, and giving it, if possible, *" 
increased efficacy. Intelligence therefore being c. 3. s. v. 
obtained of a strong hold in the mountains, where 
the tribe esteemed the most warlike of the coast 
had collected their cattle, Xenophon put himself 
at the head of half the army, and, not without 
risk, equal to any undergone in the whole expe- 
dition, stormed it, and led off the booty. 

The store thus iniquitously acquired was how- «. 
ever nearly exhausted, and where to procure 
another supply nobody could tellfwhile the return 
of Cheirisophus, tmd intelligence from him, re- 
mained equally in vmn expected. Xenophon, c.i. 1.7,8. 
always fearing that vessels for transporting so 
lar^ an almy could not 1^ procured, had pro- 
posed sendbag^requisitions to the Grecian towns 
on the coast, to repair the roads communicating 
betweeih thrftn, for the, purpose of facilitating the 
march. If to mftrch should at last become neces- 
sary ; but the sohUels would not then hear of 
marching, dr give tbieir ,.' sanction to« anything that 
might proinote the purpose. ...Of his own autho- 
rity, n|vertlH5l«as, he sent to recommend the 
measure ito >,^e •>ma^'strates, m^ng the incon- 
yenience dil^mi^ the delay of so 

large OR amity* m’^eir^aariow territories; and 
general sftteRtioir we^ paM to his redbmmenda- 
tiom. A' pr<^p6#alto|)ress vessels for the transport- • 

service*had bewi better received by the army, and 
a penteconter,. borrowed from the Trapezuntines 
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CHAP, for the purpose, was committed to Dexippus, 
. . a Lacedaemonian. But tliis man immediately 

betrayed the trust, sajj^pd for the Hellespont, and 
left the deceived army to account to the 
Trapezuntines for the loss of their vesssel. These 
nevertheless lent a triaconter, one of the smallest 
vessels used as ships of w-ar by the Greeks, 
Anab. having only thirty oars. Polycrates, an Athenian, 
s. 6 . 9 . 10 . appointed commander, was diligent and success- 
ful ; many vessels were pressed, and the cargoes, 
being landed at Trai)ezus, were preserved for the 
owners. 

The evident necessity for moving was now 
become such titet none any longer* "‘refused' or 
3- hesitated. An estimate being mhde of what the 
vessels collected might carry, it was presently 
agreed that, under the two oldest gen1eral6^ Philesius 
and Sophsenetus, all w}ro had passed tli^ fortieth 
year should be indulged with conveysaual^ by sea, 
together with the sick, the- ipahy sFomeu and 
children, and the heavy baggetge ; aird tl^t the 
rest should maroh by l^d. , Thf road, through 
the fortunate prheaution of Xi^ophon, was'already 
prepared ; |diie«inarching ajud jAvi^tiag divi- 
sions moved togetirer, and, > on Ihhui third di^, 
met again at Geraeas; ^n^)er s^apdbent^of the 
Sinopians, on Euxine' shore ; . -the^ ^ce to 
Tournefort, which Europe 6WeS ^chftiriy, pror 

Levan"“ sua-rounding'hiM^"ft»t to 

lett. ir. Italy by Lucullus, the 'Roiqan conqtUHibr of the 
country, aBbve threw hundrii^ and \lhii^'yee^ 
after the expedition’ qf . Cyrus j t]ieiu»,^whhin 
. little more than a centory, nataralLsed in firilaiD, 
. and 



TRANSACTIONS AT CERASUS. 263 

and still, wherever it has spred, bearing in its sect. 
name the memorial of its origin. . . 

On reassembling at Cerasus the army was Anab. i. s. 
mastered, and the heavy-armed were found to be 
still eight thousand six hundred, remaining out 
of about ten thousand. It is certainly matter for 
wonder, that no greater loss was suffered from 
the various enemies incpuntered ; but what, with 
those who have the care of armies, infinitely more 
deserves consideration, is that, in such a service, 
without evtpi ordinary conveniencies, without tents, 

.without stores, passing through changes of climate 
the most violent, tho some had been frozen to 
death, scarcely anv had perished by sickness*®. 

* The 


•• Xenot^hon^B suknihar^ detail, if it may be so called, of 
the loss, is remarkable ; 0». }i\ 0IAXO1 iwdKoiflo vtto rt 
Kot nat t1 rtq as if he was hardly certain that any 

had died of sickness. ^Thc passage may perhaps bo most 
nearly translaled ^he rest perished bp enemies and 

snow^ and pqssihty a ftw by sickmss. 

Since, by a wfife and humane attention, the evil of that 
formerly dreadful BQOlirge of .the modern sea-service, the 
scurvy, has been obviated, the men employed in that service 
have been no more subje^ to moftali^, or' disability, from 
sickness, tiian .those in the healthiest aot^ipation of civil life 
ashor ej^ In land warfare, indeed, circum^nces frequently 
arise, inrwhich the health of thd"soldie/''cimtiot‘8e provided 
for, as thit^of men ashipboard alwajj;^ , may. But seeing 
sicknesB so KK^tly prisvalent in dne Mi;vice than in the 
other, my deseri^ cdMIdbra^on What'tlre the circum- 
stances, ainoiig!:^hosa> likelyf^aiect in which they 

do, but need wt, differ ; or need in |he degree to which 
they do ? In looking to Imn, t#o, much within the 
officer’s pdsvtfi^^i^atriking ; the thegllothing. The 

seamian’s^d^ li^paaboard, is provided for him, and he has 
scaredy any ehmee: the soldier is ,^ten much at liberty 
ah^tbothdikiiiM Oo the opntrary, for clothing, 

the seaman for 'himself;,, chases, among what he 

possenes, what he would, on lUdhrent occasions, wear, and 
bow he yroeld Wear it; in" hot or in cold, in wet or in dry 

s 4 weatherj 
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CHAP. The delay at Trapezus had given opportunity 
to dispose advantageously of the slaves, taken in 
the course of the inarch. It appears to have 
been a jirincipal object of the traffic of these- 
distant settlements, on barbarian shores, to supply 
Greece with slaves ; and there seems too much 
reason to fear that, opportunity exciting cupidity, 
cattle and corn were not alone sought in the various 
excursions from Trapezus, but the wretched bar- 
barians, when they could be caught, w^ere them- 
selves taken, and exposed in the Tiapezuntine 
market. The spoil, which must have been mostly^ 
collected since the circumvention of the generals, 
was now of large amount, arising chiefly from the 

Anab. ^ sale or ransom of prisoners. At Ceiiteus it was 

6 . 5 — 13 .' divided, and, according to custooi} a tenth was 
committed to the generals, to be disposed of in 
offerings to the gods ; principally to the Delphian 
Apollo and the Ephesian Diana. 

As, 

weather, in action or in* rest. The soldier is denied almost 
all choice : the ladmonition of his feelings, arising from the 
state of his body at tlie fime, given by beneficent nature 
purposely to direc|Jhi«i, he is forbidden to obey. Young and 
old, of one constitution and another, all are compelled J^ollow 
the same ftguktioils. Pliaht youth readily acconinnodates 
itself so far as to bear., what is, at first, severely adverse to 
the feelings, and may remain injurious tp the ^constitution ; 
especially tight ligatures, and 1Sie heat prdfluced by over- 
thick, or overdose clothing, in. Iiot weather ; insomuch that, 
when the habit is fixed, it becomes . even paipn|d to dispense 
with the injurious pressure; 'drhich however surely cannot 
be adyantageps preparation for winter duty ^ even in the 
mild climate of our own, iland, in its inte^iial p^ce amid a 
warring world ; and still far less for the'winter campains of 
modern European warfare. If then, cm se^re ei^rvice, indul- 
gence is allowed, the habit of the parade ahd field of exercise 
is adverse to a just use of it ; if the desire is not done away, 
the knowlege, which should have been the result of experience. 
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As in approaching Greece, apprehension of sect. 
dangers and difficulties wore away, a carelessness, . y- 
approaching to scorn, of discipline and subordina- 
tion, grew ; the generals were regarded only as 
attention to them was necessary either for profit 
01 safety. The eve of departure from Cerasus, Anab. 
therefore, after a stay of ten days, was chosen 
by a profligate band, collected by a profligate 
lochage, for an attenjpt to plunder a village of 
friendly barbarians in the neighborhood. Measures 
however were so ill taken, that the outrage was 
successfully resisted, and the lochage himself 
killed, with many of his associates. But the 
barbarians alarmed at their own success, sent 
three of their elders, to Cerasus, to complain of 
the injury attempted against them, to deprecate 
revenge, apprehended *for the unpremeditated 
slaughter made in their necessary defence, and to 
offer, what they knew Grecian prejudices made 
important, the bodies of the slain for burial. The 

marching 


is v^aiiting. I'or the soldier to take advantagious care of 
liimself in clothing, the seaman does, he must have the 
seaman’s practice in that care. 

To return then to the point whence we set out, the Greeks 
appear to have been^ limited by no regulations, either for 
clothing, as the soldidr with or for diet, as the seaman ; 
tho, for one important circumstance of diet, thdjr were limited 
by tlie fortunate ignorance, in their age, of spirituous liquors. 
In their case thus it might appear, that the opportunity of 
choice, advantageous for clothing, was not ^nei^ly injurious 
for diet ; and it would follow, that the denial of opportunity 
to consult feeling for clothing, may reasmiably be suspected 
to be, in our service, the injurious circumstance. Of modem 
physicians, some li^ve attributed much importance to 
clothing: others appear to have slighted the consideration 
of it. Those who have attended arinies on service, diligentl^^ 
adverting to all circumstances, will best know how to esti- 
mate its value, and direct practice accordingly. 
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CHAP, marching division of the army was already gone, 
xxHi. ^hen they arrived ; but, the Cerasuntines assuring 
them that the injurious attack had been the 
unapproved mea.sure only of some worthless in- 
dividuals, they would have followed by sea to 
the next Grecian town on the coast, rather than 
appear deficient in compliment and apology to 
the generals and army. Unfortunately the mis- 
creants, who had fled from, the victorious barba- 
rians, were still in Cerasus. Learning what was 
going forward, and fearing just vengeance, their 
resource was to excite a tumult, in which the 
unfortunate elders were stoned to death ; and, as 
an inflamed multitude is not guided by reason, 
passion took new objects, the generals themselves 
were alarmed, and some of the Cerasuntines 
perished before quiet could be reshH:$d. 

Thpse however were the actions of a profligate 
few, or an impassioned multitude, disowned and 
reprobated by the generals, and> in any moment 
of reflection, by the greater part of the army ; 
whose principles bf humanity and morality never- 
theless, as we bectune more acquainted with them* 
will n<H^ rise in our estimation. Soon after quitting 
Cerasus, the marching diviakm^ntered a country 
of uncomixRnfly n:^ed mountains, occupied by 
Anab. i.s. an independent htwd, the Mosyneeks, with'com- 
e.4. S. 1 , piexions singularly fair, and manners singularly 
uncouth. The dissensions ‘of this people among 
themselves principally facilitated the march ; 
which one tribe had no sooner resolved to oppose, 
than another became disposed to favor. Thus, 
in a passage of eight days, the Greeks found 

Hipans 
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means to obviate opposition. Equally unresisted, 
they crossed the still loftier mountains of the 
Chalybs, subjects of the Mosyneeks, and employed 
by them in working the steel, the valuable pro- 
duce of their rugged soil. Descending then into 
the more champain country of the Tibarenes, 
they were met by heralds, bearing presents, the 
pledges of hospitality. Eut peace here lost its 
charms. The generals themselves had observed 
from the heights, with longing eyes, that the 
villages of the Tibarenes were in assailable situa- 
tions; and plunder, and gratification to the dis- 
honest desires of their troops, were immediately 
proposed. The ofiered presents were therefore 
rejected ; for acceptance would have ingaged them 
in compact with the givers ; and this would have 
ingaged the gpds in opposition to the robbery, for 
which, on the contrary, it was hoped to obtain 
divine approbation and favmr. Sacrifice was ac- 
cordingly presorted to, but the symptoms were 
adverse : 'more victims^ were immolated, but in 
vain. The aifgurs were unanimous in declaring, 
that the gods totally disapproved war with the 
Tibarenes. 

Between two writers, so near tc^ther in all 
other points as InmcydideS and Xenophon, the 
difference appears extraordinary, which we find 
in their manner of speaking of the religion of 
their age, emd particularly of the reputed science 
of divination, which was so intimately connected 
with the religion. Thucydides, a man evidently 
of very serious and generally just thought on 
religious and moral subjects, never shows any 

faith 
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CHAP, faith in pretensions to prophecy, nor attributes 
. any consequence to a sacrifice. On the contrary, 
Xenophon is continually liolding out the import- 
ance of various ceremonies, especially sacrifice, 
and avowing implicit credit in that science which 
pretended, from the symptoms of victims, from 
dreams, and from various occurrences in nature', 
to learn the will of the gods, and to foretel future 
events. It is hazardous to undertake to say for 
another what he thought, which he has not said, 
on a subject on which he has said niuch; but 
some passages in the writings of Xenophon seem 
to afford ground for supposing, that the strong 
feeling he had of the want of some check upon 
the passions of men, which the religion and 
morality of his age did not offer, led him to value 
a superstition which mij^t be mployed for the 
most salutary purposes, and to carry the profession 
of his belief sometimes rather beyond the reality. 
On more than one occasion we find cause to 
suspect his influence dmong the prophets and 
augurs of the Cyxeian aimy ; and ‘indeed if ever 
deceit, for preventing evil, m^t be allowed, it 
would do credit to the scholar of iSocrates, in the 
business of -the Tibarenes | for, uppaiendy^ nothing 
but the advantage made of a si^tttary superstition 
could have preserved the property of that un- 
offending people from plundei*, their persons from 
slaveiy, and probably many lives from slau^ter. 
The augurs, not preaching any purer morality 
than the army professed, not holding, as any 
general rule, * that unoffending men might not, 
‘ without office to the gods, be plundered, 

‘ inslaved. 



V 


TRANSACTIONS AT COTYOUA. 269 

‘ inslaved, or murdered,’ but meerly insisting ‘that 
‘ the gods denied their approbation in the existing 
‘ circumstances,’ the presents of the Tibarenes 


SECT. 

V. 


were at length accepted. The army then pro- b.c. - too. 
ceeded peacefully through thek country, and in Fimer’s 
two days arrived* at Cotyora, a third Grecian 


colony from Sinope, with a port on the Euxine 


sea. 


Whether ill report had preceded them to 
Cotyora, or what eli^ was the cause, they found 
there something very different from the hospitality 
expected, and hitherto experienced, from Grecian 
towns. Admission, even for their sick, was Anab. 1.5. 
denied ; a market, even without the walls, was li «q'!' 
refused. Plunder thus became a necessary re- 
source; and the farms of the Cotyorites, and 
the villages of the neighboring Paphlagonians, 
suffered. But the conduct of those who directed 


the counsels of the Cotyorites, in which the 
Sinopian superintendant held the lead, appears 
to have been remiss as it was illiberal. Without 
violence*, as far as our information goes, the 
troops found opportunity to enter the towm. Im- 
mediately possession was taken of the gates, to 
insure the freedom of future ingress and egress, 
and quarters <«equired for the sick ; but the 
rest of the arm^ reraainekl incamped without the 
w^lls, and no fardier force was put upon the 
people. Information quickly communicated to 
Sinope, brou^t a deputation thence to the army, 
and a friendly accommodation followed. It was 
agreed that the sick should remain in quarters, 
that a market should be provided, and that vessels 

should 
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CHAP, should be furnished for transporting the army to 
. xxm. ^ Heracleia, the next Grecian town beyond Sinope, 
Anab. 1 . 6. and the most easterly on the coast, independent 
c. 1 . s. j. . Heracleia was a colony from 

Megara. 

This arrangement foftunat^y prevented hos- 
tilities, threatened between Greeks and Greeks, 
but did not inable the soldiers without money to 
profit from the market provided. Tho the farms 
of the Cotyorites therefore ^ere spared, plunder 
was continued among the Paphlagonian villages. 
But this was not tamely borne; not only stragglers 
from the camp were cutoff, but nightly alarm was 
Anab 1.5. sometiffles extended to the camp itself. During 

c» 6 s 3 ' 

the awkward leisure, while the transports were 
waited for, inquiry was made about the way by 
land through Paphlagonia: but accounts were far 
from incouraging to attempt the march. West- 
ward of Heracleia a very lofty range of mountains, 
extending far inland, ends in . preci])ices against 
the sea. One only practicable road, through most 
hazardous defiles, traversed this range, i^pacious 
plains followed, but intwsected by- four large rivers, 
of which the Halys and Parthenius were not 
fordable. The eountiy was united under one 
prince, who, with a hundred ffionsmid men at 
his orders, his cavalry the' best i» Asia, had dared 
refuse (diedience to the commands of the great 
king. ; 

Such being the fonnidable obstacles to the 
passage by land, while means for procuring suffi- 
cient vessels for’ the transport by sea were 
doubtful, the successful example of those^ Gredts, 

who, 
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who, from small beginnings, had raised florishing sect. 
colonies on the Euxine shores, ingaged the con- . 
sideration of Xenophon. What advantages would Aimb. ^ 
not be open for such a force as that of the s! 7. s.' 
Cyreian army, for by that name it became now 
distinguished, could its united exertions be directed 
to the establishment of a colony ? 'fhose whom 
home invited, might easily find their passage by 
sea ; the far greater number would probably still 
desire, indeed their wants would urge them, to 
join in promising adventure ; and could they any 
other way end so advantageously, or so honorably, 
an expedition of much glory, but hitherto of 
little profit, as by extending the Grecian name 
and dominion, in a new colony on the Euxine 
shore? Xenophon communicated his idea to the 
Ambraciot Silanus, the principal soothsayer of the 
army ; but he was unfortunate in this communica- 
tion. Silanus had preserved thus far, through all 
difficulties, the three thousand darics, presented 
to him by Cyrus for his fortunate prophecy, pre- 
vious to their meeting with the king’s army in 
Mesopotamia, and he was beyond all things 
anxious to get them safe into his own country. 

A project therefore, which tended directly to 
check the progress of the army toward Greece, 
alarmed him : he communicated it to those who, 
he thought, would most zealously oppose it ; and 
a very mischievous ferment insued. The principal 
movers were the general Timasion, and a Boeotian 
lochage,^ named' Thorax. The earnest purpose 
of Timasion, an exile from Dardanum in Troas, 
was to make the powerful army, in which he had 

been 
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xxni. 


2T2 

been raised to so high a rank, instrumental to 
his restoration ; and, to ingage the general view 
that way, he proposed the plunder of the rich 
satrapy of Pharnabazus, of which the fertile region 
of Troas was only a small part, as the object 
that should ingage attention. That, he said, would 
indeed reward the labors of the expedition, and 
send all wealthy to their several homes. Thorax 
had been competitor with Xenophon for the 
command formerly held by Proxenus, and had 
ever since been attentive to opportunities for op- 
posing his successful rival, and lessening his credit 
with the army. ITiese two men were sedulous 
in exciting alarm among the Heracleots and 
Sinopians, readily jealous of a new establishment 
in their neighborhood, so powerful as the Cyreian 
army might have made. Having assured them- 
selves, as they thought, of support from those 
people, they made promises to the army, which 
they found themselves unable to perform. Then 
they became apprehensive of the army’s indig- 
nation : they solicited accommodation with 
Xenophon, and themselves put forward a project 
for a settlement on the river Phasis in Colchis, 
at the eastern end of the Euxine, the scene of 
the celebrated fabulous adventure of the golden 
fleece. This again excited the jealousy of Neon, 
who command^ for Cheirisophus in'his absence ; 
and thus shortly the whole army became divided 
in views, and filled with most inconvenient 
jealousies. 

In his account of this business, it has been 
clearly the purpose of Xenophon to apologize 

for 
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for himself. Circumstances apparently would not sect. 
allow him to speak the whole truth ; but the - -• 

project of colonization, evidently enough, was not 
popular in the army. The soldiers desired to 
grow rich, by more compendious method than 
tilling an uncultivated country, among barbarians ; 
and, while their generals disagreed among them- 
selves, they grew careless of their generals, and 
held their own assemblies, to consider of putting 
forward their own projects. Xenophon then took 
upon himself to call the army together. He 
explained his conduct and intentions, so as to give 
general satisfaction; and, incouraged by finding 
himself so far successful, he proceeded to urpe to 
consideration the dangers and the disgraces already 
incurred, through deficiency of subordination . He 
related the transactions on their quitting Cerasus, 
the particulars of which were not generally known ; 
and he called their attention to the portentous 
pollutions there incurred and hazarded. ‘ Greeks 
‘ their fellowsoldiers,’ he observed, ‘ attempting 
‘ a most unjustifiable outrage, had met a just 
‘ fate. Barbarians, not only connected with them 
‘ by friendly intercourse, but vested with .the 

* sacred character of heralds, had been Avickedly 
‘ murdered. That the corpses of their fellow- 
‘ soldiers were at length obtained for burial, they 
‘ owed to the moderation of the barbarians and 

* their respect for reli^on, and to the kind inter- 
‘ ference of the injured Cerasuntines. Were 
‘ enormities like these permitted, instead of re- 

* turning glorious to Greece, amid the applauses 

* and caresses of their fellowcountrynien, if indeed 

VOL. V. T ‘ their 
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ctaAP. ‘ their misconduct did not first bring des LI LIL/LIL/RJI 
t Qu them, they would be avoided, repelled, and 
* detested, wherever they went or were heard of.’ 

Moved by this strong remonstrance, the arany 
resolved. That all the late transactiofts should be 
taken into consideration, and that a better order 
of things should be inforced by the punishment of 
passed irregularity. The lochages, as the inter- 
mediate order between the generals and the sol- 
diers, were reckoned fittest to decide on the con- 
duct of both, and the whole body of them was 
constituted a court-martial. After accusations 
against inferiors had been judged, the generals 
themselves were called to account. Sophaenetus, 
Philesius, and Xanthicles, had been, by a vote 
of the army, appointed commissioners for the care 
of the cargoes of the merchant-ships pressed at 
Trapezus, and goods had beenmissing. Sophaenetus, 
for having refused the office, was fined ten mines, 
about thirty-five pounds; Philesius and Xanthicles, 
who had undertaken it, were fined twenty mines, 
about seventy pounds, each, the estimated value 
of the missing goods Accusation was then 
brought against Xenophon, for acting with inju- 
rious 

"This I think the sense of the passage, which has how- 
ever «ime difficulty. The editors have indeed supposed an 
omission in transcription. But it does not appear to me that 
Xenophon has, like his translators, Latin and English, im- 
puted peculation to Philesius and Xanthicles. He meerly 
says that they ‘were fined to the amount of the deficiency, 
without dedaring whether tliat deficiency was occasioned by 
their dishonesty, their negligence, or their inability. Indeed 
it would be a strange award, to punish the man who had 
meerly avoided an office, and not to punish those who ‘had 
ten guilty of peculation in an office;' for if they were tmed 
only to the amount of goods they had fraudulently taken, 
they 'were not punished. 
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rious haughtiness in command, and particularly 
for beating some soldiers. He acknowlcged 
striking several for disorderly conduct; quitting 
their ranks, to run forward for plunder; indanger- 
ing themselves and the whole army, by yielding 
to tlie impression of fatigue and cold, while the 
enemy was pressing on the rear. But he insisted 
that he had punished none excepting when the 
good of all, and even their own good, required : 
he had given blows of the fist (for that is his 
expression) to save them from strokes of the 
enemy’s ^veapons ** ; and those who were now so 
forward to complain, he was confident would be 
mostly found such as BoVseus, the Thessalian 
boxer; who had been clamorous, on pretence of 
sicknesfi, to have his shield carried for him, and 
now, unless report grossly belied him, had been 
w'aylaying and robbing many of the Cotyorites. 
If he had himself ever ofifended any of better 
character, they, he trusted, would recollect if any 
were indebted to him for benefits ; if he had ever 
relieved any in cold, in want, in sickness, and in 
perils from the enemy ; if, while he punished the 
disorderly, he 'w-as always ready, to the utmost 
•of his [)Ower, to honor and reward the deserving. 
It sufficed to mention these things, and Xenophon 
was honorably acquitted. 

Such detached and incidental information only, 
which, when collected, will give no system, is ^11 
that remains whence to gather an idea of Greek 
military law. In an army so formed as the 

Cyreian, 

T 2 
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CHA.F. Cyreian, \vc may suppose the system- less perfect 
than under the government of Laceda;mon, or 
even of Athens. But we may ])erhaps, in 
Xenophon’s account of this expedition, more than 
anywhere, discover the general spirit of the mili- 
tary system of the age. Wliat we find principally 
striking is, that it w-as at the same time arbitrary 
and lax. We wonder to find those who, in civil 
government, were zealots for liberty, even to 
licentiousness, submit so readily, in military, to an 
undefined command. At the same time wc may 
wonder, in a command so liable to interruption 
and control from an undefined right of resistance 
to injury, to find regularity and subordination 
nevertheless generally existing. Two motives 
however we may observe, comparatively little felt 
in modern armies, powerfully and almost con- 
stantly operating upon the Greek; the hope of 
profit from the plunder of the enemy, and the fear 
of suffering from the enemy’s revenge. Almost 
unceasing wars, Avithin a narrow country, taught 
every Greek the value of military discipline. Alone 
he felt himself weak ; in a phalanx he felt himself 
powerful : being Aveak, his lot would be death or 
slavery from the enemy; being strong, all the 
enemy’s possessions would, in share, be his ; a 
price even for the enemy’s person, sold to slavery, 
would reward him for his submission to disci- 
pline. Discipline, in short, was preserved among 
the Greeks (the coruparison appears degrading, 
but it is apposite) as among the smugglers with 
us; by a strong sense of a common interest in 
it. Strong acts of arbitrary power then are 
. congenial 
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congenial and necessary to every simple govern- 
ment, whether monarchy, aristocracy, or demo- 
cracy. Being therefore familiar to the Greeks 
in civil administration, they were easily borne 
in military. 


The army waited forty-five days at Cotyora, Anab. 1. 5. 
for a sufficient number of vessels to take their 
whole number, and then proceeded for Sinope, 
a florishing Grecian town, very advantageously 
situated on the Paphlagonian coast; the mother- 
city of Cotyora, Cerasus, and Trapezus, which it 
held in dependency; itself a colony from Miletus, 

We cannot here but pay a tribute of admiration 
to the bold and successful adventure of a few 
Greeks, who, wandering thus far from the soft 
climate of Ionia, could wrest,- from one of the 
most powerful vassals of the Persian empire, a 
seaport and territory in the middle of his coast, 
and thence still extend the Grecian name, in 
various settlements on barbarian shores, to such 
a distance. Arriving at Armene, one of the ports 
of Sinope, the army had the satisfaction to find 
Cheirisophus, with some triremes, on his way to 
meet them. On landing they were greeted with 
a present of meal and wine 'from the Sinopians ; 
much for that people to give, but far below their 
wants. They had hoped to have these more 
amply provided for by Cheirisophus; but he 
brought them, from Anaxibius the Lacedaemonian 
admiral, only approbation and applause, with 
a promise that, as soon as they reached the 
shore of the Propontis, they should be taken 
into pay. 


T 3 


Hitherto, 
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CHAP. Hitherto, to return home in safety had been 
. the great object. Now, with a nearer view of 
knab. 1. 6 . its accomplishment, they began with more anxiety 
to consider how they should live at home; or 
how, before they yet returned, they might acquire 
means to live there in some credit and ease. 
Plunder was the mode, which the principles and 
circumstances of the age so recommended, that 
they thought they should be wanting to them- 
selves, if, before they separated, they did not use 
their united strength for the purpose. Where it 
should be exerted remained to be determined ; 
and they began to consider that nothing was more 
necessary to success than unity of command. For 
a commander-in-chief, tlien,- the general view was 
directed to Xenophon: many officers conferred 
with him in private ; and, tho he declared his reso- 
lution to avoid the invidious honor, yet when the 
army assembled to decide on the subject, he was 
proposed, and the ndhiination supported by a very 
large majority. He nevertheless persisted in 
refusing what, he confesses, very much allured his 
ambition. The state of Greece, and the umbrage 
that would be taken by the Lacedsemouian govern- 
ment, deterred him ; hut the army would not be 
satisfied with such an excuse ; and he w'as obliged 
to recur to his common resource, the superstition 
e. 1. i. *1. of the age. Confirming his asseveration with an 
oath, by all the gods and goddesses, he Said he 
had consulted the deity in sacrifices, whether it 
would be better for the army and himself that 
the command-in-chief should be coBferred upon 
him; and the divine will was declared in the 
5 negative, 
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negative, in bo clear a manner, that the most in- 
experienced in augury could not mistake it. 

Unable to resist such an argument, the army 
then ^cted Cheirisophus ; who appears to have 
been not of shining talents, but a prudent and 
worthy man. He declared, that had their choice 
fallen on another, he should have submitted. On 
the acceptance of Xenophon’s refusal, neverthe- 
less, he congratulated both them and Xenophon ; 
whose appointment, he said, could scarcely have 
been otherwise than unfortunate, on account of 
the ill offices done him with the admiral Anaxibius, 
by the unprincipled Dexippus, who had deserted 
with the penteconter from Trapezus. He then 
freely acknowleged that he had found his awn 
interest with Anaxibius not such as he had hoped. 
His best exertions however should not be wanting 
to serve them, in tbe honorable situation in which 
they had placed him, and he meant to sail the 
lUext day for Heracleia. Accordingly, after a stay 
.of only five days at Sinope, they imbarked, and 
,on .the ntorrow reached Heracleia, a colony from 


SECT. 



A nab. 1. 6. 
c. 1. s. 22, 


9 . 11 . 

C.2. 9 ]>2. 


.Megara, florishing in population and commerce. 
Jhey were greeted, as at Sinope, with a present, 
;tho pledge of hospitality from the Heracleots ; 
^d a present liberal and even magnificent for & 
^state like .theirs, a single city. It consisted of 


meal equal to that given by the Sinopians, a larger 
quaqtity of wine, and the valuable addition of 
.tweqty oxen and a hupdred sheep. 

Jt seems to have been the purpose of Cheiriso- 
iphus to check the project of robbery and plunder,, 
.wlpcfi bad bepp cheruhed, and to condpet t^e 
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CHAV army quietly to Byzantium, where he expected it 
xxiiT. ^ould be immediately taken into Lacedaemonian 
pay. This however was not generally satisfactory ; 
and some licentious spirits, foreseeing opposition 
to their views against the property of barbarians, 
and incouraged by a degree of contempt, which 
seems to have been general, for the abilities of 
Cheirisophus, began to conceive more criminal 
designs. More than half the army were Arcadians 
Atwb. K6. or Achaians ; and the generals, who had the par- 
ticular command of those troops, not superior in 
abilities to Cheirisophus, were far inferior in 
estimation, as their cities were in political con- 
sequence inferior to his. Hence opportunity 
occurred for some worthless officers, by indulging 
licence, and flattering with promises, to gain a 
leading influence among the troops. All’ were 
assembled to deliberate whether to proceed by 
*'■ land or sea ; a measure indicating that, either the 

authority committed to the commander-in-chief 
was very defective, or he doubted himself, and 
wanted talent for command. Lycon, an Achaian 
lochage, rose and said, ‘ It was matter of wonder 
‘ to him, that the generals did not think of mea- 
‘ sures for providing subsistence : what had been 
‘ just received as a present would not last three 
‘ days: in his opinion demand should be made 
‘ upon tile Heracleots for not less than three 
‘ thousand Cyzicenes.’ The Cyzicene was a gold 
coin named from the Greek city of Cyzicus 
on the Propontis, in value about a guinea. This 
extortion seemed over-modest to others, who 
were for requiring a month’s pay, not less than 

ten 
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ten thousand Cyzicencs. Presently it was voted sect 
that commissioners should be appointed to go . 
into the city, and Cheirisophus and Xenophon 
were named. Military authority seems to have 
ceased : the commander-in-chief could mecrly 
excuse himself from obeying the orders of the 
army, become a popular assembly ; and Xenophon 
interfered no farther than to join with Cheirisophus 
in a kind of protest, that no violence ought to be 
put upon a friendly Grecian city. Regardless 
of this protest, the troops appointed the Achaian »• *■ 
Lycon, with two Arcadian officers, Callimachus 
and Agasias, to go as their deputies to the Hera- 
cleots. Lycon, according to report, was not 
sparing of threats to inforce the insolent demand. 

'J’hc lleracleots, with prudent calmness, answered, 
that they w'ould consult upon it. The leisure, 
thus gained, they employed in bringing in their 
effects from the country, and they shut their gates 
and manned their walls. 

The mutineer officers, disappointed by these s-*- 
measures, accused the generals of having caused . 
the miscarriage, and persuaded the Arcadians and 
Achaians, to the number of four thousand five 5.10. 
hundred, all heavy-armed, to separate themselves 
from the rest of the army. Electing then ten 
commanders, they negotiated with the Heracleots 
for transports to convey them forward : and, 
anxiety for riddance of such inmates promoting 
the business, they wer^ quickly supplied. In all »■ n. 
haste then they sailed, eager to be foremost in <:• 3- ». 1 . 
plundering the Bithynian Thracians. 


Thus 
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CHAP. Thus ended the command of Cheirisot^us, 

. — about the Seventh day from his elevation. Vessels 
^"*.*'5. n to carry the remainder of the army being evidently 
not to be procured, Xenophon offered to march, 
still und^ the Lacedsemonian general, to die 
Propontis. But Cheirisophus, disgusted at what 
had happened, depressed, appamitly, sickness, 
». 8—11. and persuaded by some of his officers, who desired 
the exclusive advantage of vessds expected from 
Byzantium, declined the offisr : he would take 
s. 10. cWge only of the small body particularly attadied 
to him, consisting of about fourteen hundred 
■Grecian heavy-armed, and the Thracian targetee^ 
who had served under Clearchus, in number about 
seven hundred. There remained widi Xenophon 
about seventeen ^hundred heavy-armed, three 
.hundred targeteers, and f(»ty horse, being the 
whole cavalry of tbs army. 

c. i. 5. 1. No Grecian town, no friendly people, was to be 
found between Heracleia and the Bosporus ; a 
distance in a right line, of more than a hundred 
. miles occupied by the Bithynians, a Thracian 
liord, the most inimical to the Greeks, and the 
most skilled in war, of any barbarians of that con- 
tinent. Cheirisophus proceeded along the coast 
to an unoccupied harbour, about midway, called 
e. 3. 1. r. Pott-Calpe ; thinking there to meet the expected 

vessels. 

Tfivfcvt ftif iro <>< ix ttv^arrloV Kiiiratt ifiifat 

ipUbm ftaxf&ctrhmt. This wc«hould suppose could not be one 
Jinndred miles. Yet Arrian, inlis Periplus, calls the distance 
one thousand six hundred and seventy stadia, which, at eight 
stadia to the mile, is more than two hundred miles; hut 
probably Arrian reckoned the winding of the coast, whidh 
'might be more than double the direct dutance. 
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vessels. No occurrence disturbed the march; sect. 
but, presehtly after his arrival, a fever ended the . . 

general’s days 

Xenophon took a more inland road ; hoping c. 3. s. f. 
by brisk progress, directly to Chalcedon, to arrive 
before the Bithynians could assemble, in any great 
numbers, to oppose him. But this hope was 
rendered vain by the diligence of the Arcadians, 
in the execution of their project for maroding. 

Having landed by night at Port-Calpc, they had 
proceeded immediately inland; and, dividing at 
daybreak, to fall at once upon several villages, 
they succeeded in their purpose of surprize : num* 
bers of cattle were taken, and many slaves. 

Whether these were the slaves or the children of 
the Bithynians, the historian has not specified, but 
they were probably both ; for abundant testimony, 
concerning the manners of the Greeks, gives to Ch.i8.s.4. 
suppose that, upon such an occasion, free and 
bondmen, any that would fetch a price in the 
slavemarket, would be equally taken. Such being 
the ordinary Grecian practice, we shall little 
wonder if the Bithynians earned the character, 
which report gave them, of singular cruelty to any 
Greeks who, by shipwreck or other accident, fell c. 4. ». 1. 
into their hands. 

A hill had been agreed upon by the Arcadimis, 
where to reassemble. But the Bithynians mean- 
while collecting in force, pressed them so, that , 

wliile some joined with tlieir booty, and some 

without. 

According to Spptman, it was a medicine that killeii 
Cheirisopbus ; but I think the expression of Xenophon majr 
be interpreted more favorably for the physician ; and so 
£eunclaivius, by his Latin version, appears to have thought. • 
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CHAP, without, one party was intirely cut off, and, of 
another, only eight men escaped. The incourage- 
he! ctT ment of success cooperating powerfully with the 
s. ^6. stimulation . of resentment, the numbers of the 
Bithynians increased rapidly ; and the Arcadians, 
passing the night on the hill, found themselves in 
the morning surrounded and besieged. The 
Bithynian cavalry were numerous, the infantry all 
targeteers ; while the Arcadians, all heavy-armed, 
open to annoyance from missile weapons, could 
not return a wound ; and shortly they were ex- 
cluded from their watering-place. I'etally at a 
loss for measures, they proposed a treaty, and 
terms were agreed upon ; but, the Bithynians 
refusing to give hostages, the Arcadians feared to 
trust them, and, in extreme anxiety, tliey passed 
a second night on the hill. 

«. r. Xenophon meanwhile, pressing the march of 

his heavy-armed, employed his small body of 
cavalry in ranging the country, to collect intelli- 
gence and obviate surprize ; and thus he obtained 
information of what had befallen the Arcadians. 
It was highly desirable, not only to relieve them, 
for the sake of many valuable officers and de- 
serving soldiers, led unavoidably as the multitude 
had inclined, but to form a junction with them for 
the security of the farther march, which the alarm 
given to the country w ould make otherwise highly 
». 14. dangerous. In the deficiency of his force, there- 
fore, Xenophon had recourse to stratagem. He 
directed his targeteers and horse, spreding from 
the heavy-armed, to set fire to everything com- 
bustible that fell in their way. Choosing his 
. ground 
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ground for the night on an eminence, whence the se^t. 
enemy’s camp-fires were visible at the distance of ' — 
about five miles, he caused numerous fires to be 
lighted, to give the appearance of extent to his 
camp, and, early in the night, all to be suddenly 
extinguished. Thus he hopetl to incourage the 
Arcadians and alarm the Bithynians. At daybreak 
he marched, proposing, «by a sudden assault, to 
pierce the Bithynian line, and join the Arcadians, 
who would cooperate on the other side. His 
stratagem took effect beyond his expectation : the 
Bithynians, fearful of nightly attack, withdrew 
silently. The Arcadians, finding themselves, w'ith 
the dawn, at complete liberty, marched for Port- 
Calpe ; and when Xenophon’s horse arrived at the 
hill, some old men and women only were remain- 
ing : with a few sheep and oxen, part of the booty 
taken which, in the haste of the troops to move, 
had been neglected. Xenophon followed to Port- 
Calpe, where he found the Arcadians, together with 
the forces which had marched under Cheirisophus ; 
but tliat general was already dead. 

Resting the next day, Xenophon prepared on Anai>. i. c. 
the morrow”, with the accustomed ceremony of 
sacrifice, for an inroad into the country to collect 
provisions : and he trusted that the alarm, which 
he had excited among the Bithynians, would not 

yet 

ijririlt tS; •>( reti/ri nnioe. — Something 
seems wanting here ; but the meaning is sufficiently decided 
by the expression, soon following, iran weniriettu, 

whence it appears that Leunclavius has translated well, end 
Spelman ill. The day next after the battle, in the Greek 
mode of expression, the second day, the Arcadians passed on 
the hill, the third they marched to Port-Calpe, the fourth 
they rested, and the fifth buried the slain. 
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CHAP, yet be so far subsided, but that he might have 
leisure for burying the Arcadian slain. The 
symptoms of the victims being declared favorable, 
the Arcadians went out, under cover of his march, 
and themselves buried their dead ; and in the 
evening all returned together to the camp. Mis- 
fortune and disgrace had now sufficiently excited 
disgust among the Arcadians, toward those who 
had persuaded the secession, and prepared them 
Anab. 1. 6 . foT sober counsel. The older and more respectable 
*■ '■ of their officers, therefore, Agasias of Stymphalus, 

Hieronymus of Elis, and others, calling a meeting 
of the whole army, it was resolved, that the former 
order of united strength, under the former generals, 
-should be restored, and that in future it should be 
death to propose a division of the army. 

But tho union and subordination were thus 
renewed, some very inconvenient jealousies and 
2—10. suspicions remained among the soldiers. It was 
imagined that the generals, especially Xenophon, 
bent upon founding a colony, were desirous of 
delaying and impeding the return to Greece. The 
coast, from Heracleia to the Bosporus, was yet 
wholly unoccupied by Greeks. Port-Calpe lay 
nearly midway. There a peninsular rock, with 
precipitous sides, containing room for the habita- 
tion of ten thousand men, commanding a plentiful 
fountain, and a commodious harbour, was con- 
Hi^ted, by a narrow neck, with a great extent of 
fruitful country, abounding with well-inhabited 
^‘Uag^s, jand bearing, even on the water’s edge, a 
profusion of excellent shiptimber. The comhina- 
Jtion of advantages, for a military and commercial 

settl^eot, 
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settlement, was uncommon. But the greater part sect. 
of the soldiers, having families or friends in . y* . ^ 
Greece, whom they had left, not through want 
at home, but some urged by a disposition for 
adventure, others allured by the fame of advantages 
gained in the service of Cyrus, were now, beyond 
all things, anxious to return. The real difficul- 
ties, however, still opposing, were not small. 

Could vessels have been procured, the passage 
to Byzantium was easy; but so much was not 
hoped for. Meanwhile they were without pro- 
visions ; and to prevent them from collecting any 
from the country, and to check their march 
through it, the fierce and active Bithynians were 
now joined by the well-appointed cavalry of the 
satrap Phamabazus. Under these circumstances, 
the generals desired to .place the incumbrances of 
the army in the peninsular rock of Calpe, where a 
small guard would secure them, while the most 
active of the troops sought necessaries for all. But 
the obvious advantages of the port and the adjoin- 
ing territory, strengthening the suspicion enter- 
tained, . that the generals wanted to intrap them 
there, command and persuasion were .equally 
indfectual to induce the soldiers to pass the 
neck’*. 

Under these difficulties, Xenophon recurred to 
his usual resource, the power of superstition OYer 
Grecian minds. ,\Ve are equally with him, as 
with his master' Socrates, at a loss to hnow what 
to think of -thdr belief ; but notwithstanding the 

seriousness 

has satisfied himself hei% with translating 
aninteliigibly, what, in the original, is indeed not by itself 
veiy clear, but seems sufficiently explained in the sequel. 
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CHAP, seriousness with which Xenophon continually 
. xxiii. speaks of his confidence in augury, and the pains 
he has taken frequently, and especially upon 
the present occasion, to justify his conduct under 
the declared will of the gods, his own account 
nevertheless appears clearly to indicate policy in 
all his measures. This at least seems certain, 
that no confidence in any symptom of the victims 
ever induced him to neglect any part of the duty 
of a general. Calling the army, however, toge- 
ther, he pointed out the impossibility of proceeding 
by sea, the difficulties and dangers of the march 
by land, and the absolute necessity of moving, 
which nevertheless their pressing wants occasioned ; 
and he concluded with proposing sacrifice, to learn 
whether the gods would favor their march. The 
Anab. 1. 6 . Ambraciot Silanus having deserted the army at 
t. 4. s. 10. pass, with his three thousand darics, 

by sea to Greece, the Arcadian Arexion, his 
successor in the dignity of chief prophet, presided 
at the sacred ceremony. He declared all the 
symptoms unfavorable, and the march was stopped 
for the day; while the soldiers, hungry and 
dissatisfied, did not scruple, some of them, to say 
that the prophet’s declaration had been influenced 
by Xenophon. 

». 11. Informed of this, Xenophon caused proclama- 

tion to be made, that sacrifice should be again 
offered on the morrow, when all prophets, if any 
were in the army, should attend, and any soldiers 
might be spectators. Many came ; sacrifice was 
thrice repeated, and the symptoms always unfa- 
1. 1*. vorable. The disappointment was in some degree 

relieved 
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relieved by a report, said to have been communi- sect. 
cated by a merchant-ship, passing along the coast, . 'l' . 

that Cleander, harmost of Byzantium, was coming, 
with triremes and transports. It was then more 
cheerfully resolved to wait the day ; but still it Anab. i. s. 
was urged, that sacrifice should be offered, to 
know if the gods would approve an inroad, to 
collect provisions. Sacrifice, thrice again repeated, 
forbad this equally as the march. The soldiers 
thronged about Xenophon’s tent, complaining of 
want of food; 'but he persisted in declaring he 
would undertake nothing with unfavorable omens. 

On the next day sacrifice was again offered, »• i'*- 
and the anxious soldiers crowded around. The 


victims still forbidding, the generals agreed that 
the march was not to be undertaken. They 
however assembled the army, and Xenophon 
spoke for them ; ‘ Probably,’ he said, ‘ the enemy 
‘ were now collected in force, and, for whatever 
‘ purpose they moved, it might be necessary to 
‘ fight : if therefore the baggage were deposited 
‘ in the strong post in the peninsula, and they 
‘ marched prepared for action, possibly the vic- 
‘ tims might favour the measure.’ Here appears 
some explanation of the mystery of Xenophon’s 
conduct. At least his expression amounts to a 
declaration, afterward explicitly made”, that he 
thought the gods commonly favored human pru- 
dence, and would not give the reward of wisdom 
and just precaution to folly and rashness, or of 

diligence 


See forward, p, 292. ; and Xen, Anab. 1 . 6. c. 4. s. 2 
6 & 12. 
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CHAP, diligence and vigor to remissness and slotli. 

. xxni. Pressed however as the soldiers were by hunger, 
their jealousy of the purpose of the generals pre- 
Anab.i. rt. vailed; they exclaimed against moving into the 
peninsula, and called for immediate sacrifice. 
Draft-oxen, alone to be found for victims, were 
immolated, but still tlie symptoms adverse. 

The want of food now became severe. Neon, 
an Asinaean (not a Lacedaemonian, but of those 
subjects of Lacedaemon w’ho were included under 
the more comprehensive name of Laconians) had 
been raised to the rank of general, in the room of 
s. 16, 17 . Cheirisophus. Desirous of gratifying in his new 
command, he offered to lead any who would put 
themselves under him, notwithstanding any fore- 
boding in the sacrifices, to plunder some villages 
to which an Heracleot, following the army, under- 
took to conduct. About two thousand turned 
out, with sacks, leathern bottles, and javelins. 
While dispersed among the villages for plunder, 
they were attacked by a body of the satrap's 
cavalry; full five hundred were killed; a few 
reached the camp ; the rest assembling on a hill, 
defended themselves, but dared not move. In 
the whole expedition, so great a loss had not been 
suffered from an enemy. 

s. 18—211. Qn gpgj intelligence of the event, Xenophon 
assembled the army, and having sacrificed a draft- 
ox (it is to be presumed the symptoms w'ere 
favorable, tho he has omitted to say it) he marched 
with all under thirty years of age, and brought 
off the distressed party. I'he Bithynians how- 
ever followed, occupied the thickets about the 
4 camp. 
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camp, and after dusk, suddenly attacking the out- 
guards, killed some, and drove the rest within 
the line. Great alarm insued through the army ; 
and tho, by a proper disposition immediate 
danger was soon dbviated, no small despondency 
remained. 

Thus at length the minds of the soldiers were 
sufficiently tamed, to obey the orders or take the 
advice of their generals. Next morning they 
submitted to be conducted into the peninsula, 
and an intrenchment, strengthened with a pali- 
sade, was made across the neck. Fortunately, on 
the same day, a vessel arrived from Hcracleia, 
with corn, wine, and live cattle, or in the his- 
torian’s phrase, victims’'*. 

Early on the morrow Xenophon rose to sacri- 
fice, and not only the prognostics, from the very 
first victim, were favorablCi^but, as the ceremony 
drew to a conclusion, the prophet Arexion saw an 
eagle portending good fortune. Immediately he 
exhorted Xenophon to march. The slaves, camp- 
followers, and baggage, were left in the peninsula, 
w'ith a guard, composed of all the soldiers, w-ho 
had exceeded their forty-fifth year, under the 
command of Neon : all the rest marched under 
Xenophon. 

They had not prooceded two miles, Avhen they 
fell in with some scattered bodies of those slain 
in the last excursion. It was their first care to 
bury these as they advanced. Arriving about 
mitlday near the villages, they collected some 
necessaries, but avoided dispersing for plunder; 

. "iiftTa. and 
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CH A p. and suddenly the enemy appeared, Persian horse 
and Bithynian foot, upon some hills, not two 
miles oil’, in large force; checking their march 
upon discovering the Greeks, and forming in order 
Allah. 1. 6. of battle. Arexion immediately sacrificed,, and 
c. 5. 5.(1. the very first victim was favorable. Xenophon, 
knowing the temper of the enemy, thought it 
important immediately to march against them. 
». 7 , 8 . While he was directing the reseiwe, the head of 
the column halted at a deep glen**, crossing the 
way. The generals hesitated to pass it, with the 
enemy so near ; and the Arcadian Sophacnetus, 
oldest of those present, gave his opinion decidedly 
i>— i.-}. against the risk. Xenophon however, confident 
that it was safer to attack such an enemy, cavalry 
and targeteers, than to retreat before them, in- 
sisted upon going forw'ard : ‘ the victims had been 
‘ all favorable,’ he said, ‘ the omens all happy 
and this argument in^led him to prevail, 
s. 16 . Having passed the glen unmolested, apprehen- 

sion changed into over-hardiness, and the targeteers 
ran forward, without orders. The Persian horse, 
with the crowd of Bithynian foot, met them with 
o. 17—83. advantage of ground ; put them to flight, followed 
toward the heavy-armed phalanx, which was ad- 
vancing briskly, and approached with an appearance 

of 

^ NaTTo?. 1 do not hesitate to thank Spelman for his 
explanation of this word, for which Strabo affords clear 
authority in his ninth book. — Il^oxeiTon r?? 

X. T. s. p. 640, vel 418. The Latin translators, satisfied 
with the word sa/fu,'s, at least risk to mislead their readers, 
Xenophon has certainly meant to describe a valley, or glen ; 
what in the provincial speech of the south of England is 
called a Bottom, in that of the north a Dene or a Gill ; and 
tlie action of the horse shows that it was without wood, or 
very scantily wooded. 
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of firmness. But when the trumpet sounded, secs. 
the paean was sung, and, with a shout, spears ^ 
were presented, not u'aiting the charge, they 
turned and fled. Timasion, with the small body 
of Grecian horse, completely dispersed the left 
wing : but the right, pressed by no troops capable 
of rapid pursuit, collected again, and the phalanx 
was obliged to advance > twice more to charge. 
Meanwhile the targeteers rallied, and exerting 
themselves against those whom the heavy-armed 
had thrown into confusion, the rout at length 
became complete ; the enemy’s horsc'flying from 
the Grecian foot, even down the steep sides of 
the glen, says the historian, as if horse were 
pursuing them, liaising their trophy then, the 
Creeks returned, and, about sunset, reached 
tljeir camp. 

The advantage of Xenophon's policy became 
quickly manifest. An army of Persians and 
Bithynians differed widely from itself, incouraged 
by success or dejected by defeat. Directing their 
care to remove their property, out of reach of 
those against whom they now despaired of de- 
fending it, they gave no more disturbance to the 
Greeks. Their families and more portable efi'ects 
were carried up the country. Apparently the 
slaves employed in tillage, as well as the produce 
of tillage, were left; for parties sent daily from 
the Grecian army, brought in corn, wine, pulse, 
and figs. The historian has not specified that this 
booty was, in any part, contribution by compact, 
obviating the destruction of farms and villages; 
but such profitable excursions could not be lasting, 

u “i without 
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without some moderation and method in plunder. 
We find however absolute freebooting (perhaps 
only against the more distant or refractory town- 
ships) not only was allowed, but regulated by a 
common vote of the army ; by which it was 
established that, when no military duty interfered, 
])arties might marode on their private account : 
when the generals directed an expedition, the 
booty taken belonged to the common stock. But 
the expectation of a profitable trade now brought 
supplies from the Grecian towns on the coast ; 
ii circumstance probably foreseen by Xenophon, 
so that there was a constant and plentiful market. 
Thus the army waited patiently for Cleander, who 
was expected from Byzantium. Meanwhile rumor 
having circulated of an intention to establish a 
colony at Port-Calpe, not only the Greek mer- 
chants were looking to it for new sources of 
commerce, but the nearest Bithynian tribes sent 
a deputation to Xenophon, to know upon what 
terras they might be received into friendship and 
alliance. 


SECTION VI. 

lirturn of the Greeks. Political State if (Sreece. Arrival 
of the hacedamonian Governor of Bi/vtntiim at Port- 
Culftr : Respect for Lacedeemonian Queers. March of the 
Army to Chrysopolis : Arrival in Europe. Transactions at 
Byzantium, Despotism of Lacedeemonian Officers.- 

The expedition of Cyrus and return of the Greeks, 
thus far, may seem little connected with any great 
political interest of the Greek nation; and yet, 
for the pictures, which Xenophon’s account of it 

furnishes. 
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luriiishes, of the Grecian character, manners, re- 
ligion, art of war, and military policy ; for the 
information concerning Grecian colonics, main- 
taining themselves and tlorishing, far from the 
mother-country, iiisulatetl among fierce and warlike 
barbarians ; and perhaps yet more, for the insight 
into the character and circumstances of that vast 
empire, which had once nearly involved Greece 
in its growing vortex, and never ceased to be a 
formidable and interesting neighbor ; they would 
claim much consideration in Grecian history. But 
what has preceded, is moreover an introduction 
hardly to be dispensed with for the sequel, where 
the connection with the deepest interests of G reece 
becomes intimate. 

The Lacedajmonian government being at this 
time arbiter of the Greek nation, or, according to 
the phrase of antient writers, holding the empire 
of Greece, in the difficult management of that 
singular kind of imperial dominion, no considera- 
tion perhaps was more important to it than that 
of the relation in which it stood, or might stand, 
with the Persian empire* Having taken part with 
Cyrus, first obscurely, but afterward openly, the 
result of that prince’s enterjirize must necessarily 
be looked for with anxiety ; and his defeat and 
death, with the complete overthrow of his cause, 
and triumph of the royal arms, could not fail to 
be in a considerable degree alarming. They were 
alarming hs the power of the Persian empire, 
undistracted by rebellions, was of itself formidable ; 
but they were still more so, as views adverse to 
the peace of Lacedaemon would be opened for 

u A. that 
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that large part of the Greek nation itself, which 
bore the Lacedaemonian supremacy not without 
extreme reluctance. 

Nor would the return of the Cyreian Greek 
army, or the Ten-thousand (the former name 
distinguishing it in its own day, the latter among 
posterity) be indifferent to the Lacedaemonidn 
government. Considering how that army was 
composed, tho two Lacedaemonians had succes- 
sively held the principal authority, yet its approach, 
to parts now under the Lacedaemonian dominion 
and to Greece itself, w’ith numbers so little 
diminished, and fame for its achievements great 
and singular, and views and disposition wholly 
unknown, would require some watching, as even 
an indispensible duty of a government, looked to 
for the general protection of the nation. But the 
Lacedaemonian government, powerful abroad, was, 
through the contest of parties, as we have seen 
in treating of Athenian affairs, distracted and 
unsteddy at home. The expectation of many in 
the Cyreian army, and especially of the late 
general Cheirisophus, had been that, in conse- 
quence of the part taken in the cause of Cyrus, 
w'ar could not fail between Lacedaemon and 
Persia ; and hence the hope of being taken into 
the Lacedaemonian service, with revived prospect 
of fortune. But this appears to have depended 
upon the turn of politics at Lacedaemon, and 
especially upon the decision, whether Lysander’s 
party, or that of Pausanias, should rule there. 
For, tho direct information of the domestic politics 
of that state rarely reaches us, yet the sequel 

will 
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will considerably confirm, what preceding matters sect. 
show probable, that Lysander’s party could not per- VT- 

severe in the line taken, when the Lacedasmonian 
government determined to support the rebellion 
of Cyrus, which was clearly making war with the 
king; and that, on the contrary, the party of 
Pausanias, perhaps always opposing that measure, 
but certainly strengthened by its failure, which 
would bring discredit on their opponents, proposed 
to strengthen themselves farther, and possibly 
also hoped to do their country the best service, 
by managing reconciliation ; first with the western 
satraps, and then, through them, with the court 
of Susa itself. In this policy we find an im- 
portant step had been already gained ; for xen. Anab. 
Pharnabazus, who ruled the northvi'estern pro- '' 
vinces of Lesser Asia, was among the actual 
allies of Lacedaemon. 

Such, as far as may be gathered, was the state 
of things, when Cleander, harmost of Byzantium, 
so long looked-for, at length arrived at Port Calpe; 
but, instead of the expected fleet, he brought 
only two triremes, with not a single transport. 
Dexippus, the Lacedajraonian, who had deserted 
with the penteconter borrowed from the Trapezun- 
tines, confident in his favor with Anaxibius and 
Cleander, and in the terror of the Lacedaemonian 
name, was restrained neither by fear nor shame 
from returning to the army he had so grossly 
injured ; he came in Cleander’s train. It hap- 
pened that, when they landed, a large detachment 
was absent on an expedition ; and some maroders, 
who thought tlie opportunity favorable for private 

plunder, 
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were returning with a large number of 
' — - — sheep, stolen in the neighborhood’*. Falling in 
with Oleander, they feared they should lose their 
booty ; bat, knowing the character of Dexippus, 
they proposed to deliver the whole to him, to 
Anab. 1. 6 . rctum them a part at his pleasure. Some other 
soldiers, accidentally witnesses of the transaction, 
remonstrating that the sheep were the common 
property of the army, Dexippus ordered them 
to disperse. The soldiers disregarding the com- 
mands of one so little intitled to resiiect, Dexippus 
hastened to Cleander, and telling his story uncon- 
tradicted, received an order, in consequence of 
which he arrested a soldier of the lochus of the 
Arcadian Agasias. The lochage accidentally 
passing, rescued the man, conceiving the inter- 
ference of Dexippus to be grossly impertinent. 
A tumult insued ; the soldiers reviled Dexippus 
as a deserter and traitor : their passions warmed ; 
they' began to throw stones ; and Oleander’s 
seamen, and in the end Cleander himself, alarmed, 
3. 6. ran toward the shore. Xenophon and the other 
generals presently interfering, stopped the tumult 
and apologized for it; but Cleander, previously 
instigated by Dexippus, and now vexed at the 
fear he had shown, threatened to depart 

immediately, 

^XrpurtvfjLct means here not the anny^ exercitus, simply, 
as Spelman and the Latin translators have turned it, but 
agmen or excrcitus qui in cxpeditionem educitur^ as Hederic 
has justly explained the word. The generals, it appears, 
were mostly present, while the was out. The ope, 

mentioned in this passage , seems to be the hill, one end of 
which formed the peninsula, and the other stretched into the 
plain country, as described by Xenophon in hia account of 
Port-Calpjj, 1 . 6. c. 4. s. 3. 
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immediately, to proclaim the army enemies to 
Lacedaemon, and to send directions that no 
Grecian city should receive them : nor would he 
accept any apology, less than the delivery of the 
soldier arrested, and the officer who released him. 

To Greeks and freemen, who had been asserting 
the glory of the Grecian name, at a distance 
before unthought-of for. Grecian arms, who had 
been defying the power of the greatest monarch 
in the world, in the very center of his vast empire, 
this, from the governor of a little colony of their 
fellowcountrymen, was a sttange greeting, just as 
they were returning to their country, powerful 
they thought still while they Jield together, and 
respectable when they should separate. The 
generals, aware that the business might be serious, 
assembled the army. Some made light of Cleander 
and his threats : but Xenophon addressed the 
assembly thus : ‘ Fellowsoldiers, we are already 
‘ approaching the Grecian cities, and you know 
‘ that the Lacedaemonians preside over Greece. 
‘ Perhaps however you do not enough know 
‘ that, in every Grecian city, the will of any 
‘ Lacedaemonian suffices for any act of autho< 
‘ rity. Should Cleander then, who commands 
‘ Byzantium, report us to the other governors as 
‘ a lawless band, refractory against the authority 
‘ of Lacedaemon, and, especially, should he find 
‘ credit with Anaxibius, the commander-in-chief, 
‘ it would be equally difficult for us to stay here 
‘ or to go elsewhere. We must therefore neces- 
‘ sarily obey those, whatever they command, 
‘ whom the cities whence we come obey. I 

‘ therefore 
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‘ therefore (for I understand Dexippus accuses 
■ me of persuading and supporting Agasias) will 
' exonerate you from the imputation and its con- 
‘ sequences, by submitting myself to judgement; 
‘ and I hold that all others accused ought equally 
‘ to surrender themselves ; that so you, justly 
' expecting to receive credit and honor in your 
‘ country, may not, on your return to it, be 
‘ deprived of the common rights of Grecian 
‘ citizens.’ 

Agasias, always attached to Xenophon, warmly 
exculpated him, and declared his readiness to 
surrender himself. He requested only that some 
officers might be appointed to assist in his justi- 
fication; and the choice being allowed him, he 
desired the generals. Accordingly these, with 
Agasias . and the man rescued by Agasias, going 
to Oleander declared they came, in pursuance 
of a common vote of the army to offer them- 
selves, and all that army, or any member of it, 
to be judged by him, and disposed of at his 
discretion’^. It is difficult to conceive a more 
complete acknowlcgement of despotic authority 
over the Greek nation, not in one soverein, but 
in every Spartan in office. Agasias then presented 
himself as the person who had rescued the soldier; 
alledging his knowlege of the soldier’s merit and 
of Dexippus’s treachery; and declaring that he 
had no thought of resisting Oleander, or any whom 
he knew to act under his authority. Oleander 
however required that Agasias and the soldier 

should 

" These are strong terms, bnt they are ^lithful to the 
original of Xenophon, xpt.a.la ntifltt S t* »» 
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should be left in custody; and, dismissing the sect. 
generals, told them he should desire their attend- ■ . 

ance at the trial. 

Xenophon, again assembling the army, recom- 
mended that a deputation, in the name of all, 
should request from Cleander the liberation of the 
prisoners. It was accordingly voted, that the 
generals and lochages, with Dracontius a Spartan, 
and a few others selected for the occasion, should 
wait upon him. That formidable army, which 
had made the Persian monarch tremble on his 
throne, and traversed his empire in dehancc ' of 
his force, then threw itself, by the voice of its 
favorite general, in these humble terms, on the 
mercy of a Lacedsemonian governor of a town 
in Thrace; out of his government, and supported, 
on the spot, by no greater force than the crews 
of two small ships: 

‘ The accused,’ said Xenophon, addressing *. n. 
Cleander, ‘ are in your power; and the army 
‘ submits them and itself to your discretion. 

‘ Nevertheless it is the desire and prayer of all, 

‘ that they be not put to death, but restored to 
‘ the army, with which their former merits have 
‘ been great. Should this favor be obtained, the 
‘ army promises, if you will take the command, 

‘ to show itself orderly and obedient, and able, 

* the gods willing, to defy any enemy. It is 
‘ indeed their earnest wish to serve under your 
‘ immediate orders; that you may know, from 
‘ experience, the comparative merits of Dexippus 
‘ and all others, and reward every man according 
‘ to his desert.’ 


Such 
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CHAP. Such submission (such servility it might perhaps 
on some occasions be called) at length satisfied 
Oleander. Wonder is apt to arise at testimonies 
like this, concerning what, in antient and modern 
times has been so much eulogized as Grecian 
liberty. But however later authors may have 
extolled Greece as the favorite land of freedom, 
in the assertion and in the injoyment of which it 
afforded example for all the world, yet we find 
this portrait harmonizing with every account, 
remaining from the incomparable writers who 
lived in the republican times: all show that the 
spirit of independency indeed ran high in Greece, 
and often produced actions most worthy of ad- 
miration ; but substantial freedom was little found 
there. And if, from what actually was, we turn 
to the observations and schemes of the ablest 
speculative men of the same ages, we find Plato, 
Isocrates, and Aristotle, unable to propose how 
Greece should be free; which must be Xenophon's 
apology for the politics, recommended in that 
work, so admired by the antients, his Cyropaideia. 
Fortunately fot us, we derive from our forefathers 
incomparably better principles, with fair and 
glorious example of better practice. 

Oleander, feeling enough his importance, as a 
Lacedaemonian in office, had however liberality, 
Attab. 1. 6. as well as talents. ‘ The conduct of the army,’ 
‘ he said, ‘ sufficiently confuted the report of its 
‘ disaffection to Lacedaemon. The accused should 
‘ be immediately restored, and he would not 
^ refuse the honorable office, offered to him, of 
».i9,20. ‘ leading it to Greece.’ Immediately he entered 

into 
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into a connection of hospitality and friendship sect. 
with Xenophon ; but the sacrifices being, for three . , 

successive days, unpropitious to the march, he 
assembled the generals, remitted the command 
into their hands, and, promising the army the 
best reception in his power on its arrival at 
Byzantium, after mutual compliments paid, he 
departed by sea. 

The army then, marching under the former 
gencpls, traversed Bithynia unmolested ; but, *• **• 
finding no plunder in the direct way, turned, and 
collected large booty of slaves and cattle. On 
the sixth day they arrived at Chrysojiolis on 
the Bosporus, overagainst Byzantium, u here they 
were so among Grecian colonies, that they might 
reckon themselves almost arrived in Greece. 

The apprehension, excited by the Cyreian 
army, emerging from barbarous countries, and 
approaching the western shore of Asia, was in 
some degree common to Greeks and Persians; 
and indeed the conduct of that army had adbrded 
to both but loo much ground. Phamabazus 
especially was alarmed. Bithynia, one of the 
wilder provinces of his satrapy, having been 
already plundered, and his cavalry, assisting the 
people to protect their property, repeatedly fought 
and defeated, it was feared that the richer parts 
of his country might invite its next enterprize. 

As an ally of Lacedaemon, therefore, he applied i.r. c.i. 
to Anaxibius, the Lacedaemonian commander-in 
chief, pressing earnestly for the removal of the 
Cyreians out of Asia. It seems probable that to 
these circumstances we should look for the real 

considerations, 
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CHAP, considerations, which determined Cleander to 
. avoid the command, after he had undertaken it, 
and leave the army to its own ways, for the march 
to the Bosporus ; and it may perhaps be suspected, 
that the indications in the sacrifices were but 
artificial auxiliaries to his purpose. Apparently 
not averse to the politics of Lysander, he would 
perhaps gladly have commanded such an army 
as the Cyreian for war against Persia, To con- 
ciliate therefore, rather than offend it, woi||l^ be 
his purpose; and he might be willing that, even 
without him, it should commit the hostilities, 
probably projected before he left it, which would 
provoke w'ar, provided he incurred no blame. But 
connection with the opposite party is rather in- 
dicated in the conduct of Anaxibius; tho with 
principles so loose, that, wltere private gain was 
in view', party interests held no competition with 
it. In the present moment he seems to have 
reckoned that, to make the most of his high 
command, during the short remainder of its term, 
he should gratify the satrap. Accordingly, sending 
for the generals and lochages of the Cyreian army 
to Byzantium, he proposed its immediate passage 
to the European shore ; offering pay for the 
whole to commence on its arrival. This having 
been, now for some time, the object of the best 
hope for the greater part, was acceded to with 
general joy. Xenophon had declared his purpose 
5*^ immediately for Athens; but at the request 

of Anaxibius he held his command for the passage 
to Byzantium. There 8.t length, finding themselves 
once more on European ground, and supposing 

themselves 
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themselves established in the service of the re- 
public that commanded Greece, they felicitated 
themselves, as if all difficulties were ended, and 
they were already at home. 

No pay however had yet been issued, when 
they were surprized with an order to assemble, 
out of the town, with arms and baggage, as for 
a march. Under much uneasiness, anxiety, and 
discontent, this order was slowly obeyed. Nearly 
all however were assembled, when Anaxibius came, 
and calling together the generals and lochages, 
directed them ‘ to proceed to the Chersonese, 
‘ where Cyniscus,’ he said, ‘ the Lacedaemonian 
‘ governor, would receive them into pay; and 
‘ provisions for the way they might take from the 
‘ Thracian villages.’ The generals, surprized, yet 
obedient, began making the necessary inquiries 
concerning the roads, and the state of the country 
to be passed. Meanwhile intelligence of the 
purpose, getting among the soldiers, set them 
instantly in fury. Snatching their arms, some 
ran back toward the gate, and, upon its being 
shut against them, with vehement complaints of ill 
treatment, threatened to force it ; others, running 
to the shore, found an easy passage over the mole 
into the town, where some of their comrades were 
yet loitering. Joined by these they forced the 
gate, and the whole army rushed in. 

The utmost alarm and terror pervaded Byzan- 
tium. The agora was instantly deserted. Some 
barricaded themselves in their houses, some fled 
aboard the ships ; all apprehended the rapine 
and carnage usual in a place taken by storm. 

VOL. V. X Anaxibius 
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CHAP. Anaxibius himself, running to the shore, passed 
. . in a fishing-boat to the citadel, and sent in haste 

to Chalccdon, for a reinforcement to the small 
garrison. 

The Cyreian generals themselves feared, that, 
in the circumstances which the dishonest and 
weak policy of the Spartan commander-in-chief 
had superinduced, they should hardly be able to 
Anab. i.r. restrain the army from outrage. Xenophon, 
e. 1. $. 13 . attended, at the particular request 

of Anaxibius, fearing for the town, for the army, 
and for his own character and safety, when he 
saw the gate forced, had pressed in with the 
s. 14, la. soldiers. Quickly he ingaged their attention. 
Crowding about him, they said, ‘ Now', Xenophon, 
‘ is the time to raise yourself and serve us : the 
‘ army is at your devotion ; and the city, and the 
‘ fleet in the harbour, and all that both contain, 
‘ are your own.’ ‘ Hight,’ said Xenophon, ‘ but 
‘ the first thing necessary is order among you. 
‘ Form, as quickly as possible.’ The Thracian 
square, where they happened to be, having space 
enough, he was instantly obeyed : the heavy-armed 
formed in column, fifty deep ; the targeteers ran 
to the flanks. Having thus checked thoughtless 
violence in the outset, Xenophon, in a soothing 
». 16—20. speech, represented to the army ‘ the iniquity and 
‘ dishonor of injuring the Byzantines, who had 
‘ never injured them, and the impossibility of 
‘ resisting the power of Lacedsemon, which had 
* subdued Athens, and now commanded Greece ; ’ 
and in conclusion he recommended, ‘ that a de- 
‘ putation be sent to Anaxibius, to assure him 
5 * that 
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‘ that they had returned into the town Avith no 
‘ purpose of outrage, but certainly viith the wish 
‘ to obtain from him that assistance which he had 
‘ promised : that should he still refuse it, they 
‘ Avere ready to march aii ay at his order ; but 
‘ they were desirous of demonstrating that their 
‘ obedience Avas willing, and that to beguile them 
* Avas unnecessary.’ ' The army AA-as persuaded, 
and the deputation Avas sent. 

The circumstances, both of Greece and of the 
surrounding countries, offered numerous oppor- 
tunities for adventurers, especially for military 
adventurers. There happened to be in Byzantium 
a Theban, named Cyratades, avIio jirofessed the 
business of a general, ready to serve anywhere 
in the command of troops, for Greek cities or 
forein nations. While the army was Avaiting, this 
man came and proposed himself for their leader, 
undertaking to conduct them to profitable enter- 
prize in Thrace, and, in the interval, to provide 
them subsistence from his private means. The 
mention, at the same time, of pay and plunder 
had excited attention, Avhen the officers, who Avere 
sent into the citadel, returned with a message 
from Anaxibius, assuring the array that they 
should have no cause to repent their moderation 
and obedience ; that he Avould report to the 
Lacedaemonian government their good conduct, 
and Avould consider by what means he might 
immediately serve them. Soothed thus by 
Anaxibius, and upon the point of losing Xenophon, 
who was still bent upon returning to Athens, 
officers and men acceded to the proposal of 

X 2 Cyratades. 


Allah. I 7 . 
e. 1. s.v’l. 


s. i’nr. 
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CHAP. Cyratades. He promised that every necessary, 

, xxiii. for setting out on their proposed expedition, 
should be ready next morning, victuals, drink, 
victims, and a prophet (it is Xenophon’s list;) 
and upon this they quietly marched out of the 
town. They were no sooner gone, than Anaxibius 
caused the gates to be locked, and proclamation 
to be made, that if any soldiers of the Cyreian 
army were any more found in Byzantium, they 
should be sold for slaves. Such was the treat- 
ment of this gallant army, on its first arrival in a 
European Greek city, from the commander-in-chief 
of the united forces of Greece. 

Xenophon (who had staid thus long at the 
particular request of Anaxibius) found himself, in 
return for his service in preserving the town from 
pillage and slaughter, banished, in common with 
Anab. 1. r. the whole army, from its walls. Applying to 
' Oleander, the governor, his host, he obtained, 
with some difficulty, permission to enter ; but 
upon condition that he would sail with Anaxibius, 
who, on the approaching expiration of the term 
of his command, was to return to Greece. 

Whether the policy of Anaxibius, or his own 
presumptuous folly, had urged Cyratades to an 
undertaking which could only involve him in im- 
mediate shame, (tho it appears far more likely 
the former) he was utterly unable to provide 
s. 25 . even one day’s subsistence for the army. Its 
obedience therefore was instantly withdrawn from 
him, and the troops took quarters for themselves 
in the Thracian villages; under what compact, 
or W'ith what violence, we are not informed. 

Xenophon 
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Xenophon only proceeds to observe, that, none sect 
of the generals having influence enough to unite ■ . 

the rest in any settled design, the army wasted in 
inaction. Many of the soldiers sold their arms ; Anab. i. r. 
some got their passage for Greece ; some settled *' ‘‘ 
themselves in the Grecian towns on the Propontis. 
Anaxibius rejoiced in this decay of that once- 
powerful and proud army ; less as he feared 
injury to any Grecian settlement, or to the 
Lacedaemonian authority, than as he hoped to be 
paid for gratifying the Persian satrap. 

Apparently the Lacedaemonian government re- 
mained yet balancing, what policy to follow toward 
Persia. But it seems likely that Lysanders 
party had communicated with the Cyreians, and 
incouraged the hope of Lacedaemonian service 
for them, and war in Asia; whence the party 
of Pausanias, which still preponderated, would 
entertain the greater jealousy of them, and be 
more disposed to direct or approve the conduct 
of Anaxibius. That officer, quitting at length 
his command, took Xenophon with him for the 
voyage to Greece. He put into the port of 
Parium, near the northern entrance of the strait 
of the Hellespont, for the purpose of holding 
farther communication with Pharnabazus. But, 
without a character to win esteem, upon losing 
his power he could no longer command respect. 

The policy of Asiatic councils was now directed 
to cultivate the friendship of the superseding 
officers, Aristarchus, who had passed up the 
Propontis to take the government of Byzantium, 
and Polus, the new commander-in-chief, who was 

X 3 daily 
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CHAP, daily expected. The promise of Aristarchus M-as 
. , already ingaged, that no disturbance should be 

given by the Cyreian army to the Bithynian 
satrapy. Anaxibius then, no longer able to profit 
from .service to his on n ])arty, seems to have pro- 
posed to earn credit with the opposite party by 
a very strong measure, lie proposed to Xenophon 
to go to the army, and bring it over into Asia : 
offering a vessel for the passage, n ith orders, that 
horses should he furnished for his use, and 
Anab. 1 . 7 obcdiencc paid to his commands. Xenophon, 
i. i. 1. j. ^g jjg gayg^ however the generals 

were divided, the soldiers would universally rejoice 
in the opportunity to make war in the rich satrapies 
of Pharnabazus and Tissaphernes, undertook the 
business. Being received by the army nith all 
the joy he expected, he led it immediately to 
Peril! thus, there to imbark for Asia. 

What really persuaded him to such a measure, 
his necessarily cautious account does not explain. 
Possibly he had expectation, or possibly false 
information, of a change in the government of 
Liiceda'mon. The conduct of Cleander seems 
to indicate such expectation. As soon as the 
controlling authority of Anaxibius was removed 
from Byzantium, with a just regard for humanity, 
for the Greek nation, and for his friendship con- 
tracted with Xenophon, he had been kindly 
attentive to all Cyreian soldiers in the place and 
neighborhood, particularly directing quarters to 
be provided for the sick. On the contrary, one 
of the first measures of the new harmost of 
Byzantium, Aristarchus, was to order all Cyreian 

soldiers. 
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soldiers, that could be found in the town, to be sect. 
arrested ; and in strict pursuance of the tyrannical 
edict of Anaxibius, he sold four hundred for 
slaves. Hearing then of the march of the army Anab. i. r 
to Perinthus, he went thither with two triremes, 
and forbad its passage to Asia. In vain Xenophon 
urged the authority of Anaxibius. From his own 
account seemingly he should have known that 
Anaxibius neither had authority, nor deserved 
influence. Aristarchus answered, that Anaxibius 
was no longer commander-in-chief ; that he was 
himself governor there, and that he w'ould' sink 
any vessel attempting to transport troops to Asia. 

Next day he sent for the generals and lochages 
to attend him in Perinthus. 'I'hcy obeyed the 
summons; but, as they approached the town, 
intelligence was communicated to Xenophon, that 
if he entered the walls he would be arrested, and 
either suffer on the spot, or be delivered to 
Pharnabazus. Under pretence of a sacrifice, 
therefore, he returned to the camp. The rest 
proceeding, were not admitted to the presence 
of Aristarchus, but desired to attend again in the 
evening ; and this confirmed Xenophon in the 
opinion, that the information given him was 
well founded. 

To cross into Asia, in opposition to the Lace- 
daemonian commanders, would be neither easy to 
effect, nor safe, if effected. In the Chersonese, 
whither Anaxibius had pointed their view, they 
would be as in a trap, under the power of 
the Lacedaemonian governor there ; and having 
experienced Spartan fraud, they feared Spartan 

X 4 policy. 
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policy. Thus, in the midst of florishing Grecian 
settlements, and almost in Greece, the Cyreians, 
threatened on all sides, found themselves more 
at a loss which way to turn, than when first 
deserted by their Persian allies, thousands of 
miles from home, in the middle of the hostile 
Persian empire. 


SECTION VII. 

'Return of the Greeks. Circumstances of Thrace. SerX'ice of 
the Army with a Thracian Prince. Ingagement (f the Army 
in tJie Lacedcemonian Service: Passage to Asia y and march 
to join the Lncedirmonian Forces. 

The political state of the world, that arrange- 
ment, which the wisdom of man can make, for 
establishing the rights and restraining the mis- 
conduct of his own sj)ecies, may appear, in modern 
times, defective enough ; but, as far as we can 
look into antiquity, we find a state of things less 
harmonized, and more precarious. Hence con- 
tinual opportunity for profit to those who would 
make war their trade ; and hence arose still a 
glimmering of hope for the Cyreians. The best 
market was generally found among the most 
polished and luxurious nations ; and so, as civili- 
zation spred, the market was extended. Various 
circumstances, of late years, had led to increased 
intercourse of the Greeks with the Thracians, 
whence civilization gained among the latter. Long 
since, tho spurning at all other trade, the Thracians 
would let their valor and skill in arms for hire : 
the progress then was easy to hiring, if need 

occurred, 
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occurred, the service of others. A Thracian sect. 
prince, Seuthes son of Maesades, had solicited the . . 

service of the Cyreians. His immediate means i- 

- . 11 1 1 - • c. 1 . s. 4 . 

of remuneration were small; but his promises, c.!2.!>.6,i8. 
should success attend their exertions in his favor, 
were alluring. Seutlies was descended from s. 1*. 
Teres, that powerful chieftain, who, as we have 
formerly seen, united under his dominion all the cii.i4.s.2. 
Thracian clans, from the iEgean to tlie Danube, 
and from the Euxine to the Strymon ; whose son 
and successor, Sitalces, married a Greek lady, 
and accepted the freedom of Athens ; and whose 
grandson, Seuthes son of Sparadocus, the successor 
of Sitalces, married Stratonice, .sister of Perdiccas 
king of Macedonia. The advantage of such con- Thucj-ii. 
nections, being added to that of dominion superior *' 
in extent, revenue, and military force, to any other 
then in Europe, it might be expected would bring 
civilization into Thrace, and raise that country to 
a political importance equal to any then in the 
world. The splendor of the monarchy accordingly 
was increased by Seuthes son of Sparadocus ; 
and no misfortune befel it of which Thucydides 
has left notice. But a nation is not so soon to 
be changed : the manners and prejudices of the 
Thracian people involved the princes in the 
national degradation, before the princes could 
effect any considerable improvement of the people. 

What were the convulsions, that produced the 
decline of the Odrysian power, we are not in- 
formed ; but we leam from Xenophon that it .\nab. i. r 
had a rapid fall, and that the Thracians remained 
barbarians. 


When 
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CHAP. When the Cyreian army returned from the 
xxin. Medocus reigned over the Odrysians ; and, 

tho very inferior to his predecessors, was still the 
Anab. 1. 7 . principal potentate of Thrace. Ilis usual rcsi- 
dence was at the distance of twelve days journey, 
within land, from the Propontis. Mspsades had 
possessed a jjrincipality, apparently a subordinate 
principality, over three conquered tribes in the 
neighborhood of Byzantium : but, in the decay of 
the Odrysian power, had been expelled by them, 
and died soon after. The successful revolters main- 
tained themselves in a wild sort of republican 
freedom, while Seuthes, the infant son of Massades, 
was kindly entertained by his soverein and kins- 
man, Medocus. But the spirit of a Thracian 
could not brook inactive dependency. On attain- 
ing manhood, Seuthes requested of his protector 
that, instead of remaining a burthen upon his 
generosity, looking up to him like a dog (his 
expression reported from his ow’n mouth by 
Xenophon) he might be allowed such force as 
could be .spared him, to attempt the recovery of 
his inheritance. A small body, horse and foot, 
was granted ; and, from that time, Seuthes, unable 
to subdue the people, had however supported 
himself and his followers, by plunder from his 
paternal principality 

Such 

*• The genealogy of a chieftain of three small tribes of 
barbarians cannot be, in itself, very important ; but, for the 
sake of high authority wantonly attacked, and of the con- 
sistency of history, which is liable to gross injury from hasty 
and unexamined surmises, especially of able commentators, 
1 .'shall take some notice of that of Seuthes. With a mi.xture of 
rashness and carelessness, which one cannot but be surprized 

to 



THE ARMY NEGOTIATES WITH SEUTHES. 315 

tSuch was the state of things when the (^yreian sect. 
army arrived at Chrysopolis. Before it crossed . , 

the strait, agents came from Seuthes to invite its 
service. The overtures, then rejected, but re- 
newed n hen it was driven from Byzantium, were, 
through disagrccimnit among the generals, again 
fruitless. But now, when, disappointed in all Anal.. 1.7. 
other views, while the season (for it was mid- 
winter) denied the passage for such nunihers to 
Greece, and the soldiers were without means for 
providing themselves in a friendly country, to go 

wherever 

to find in him, Spelman would have Seuthes, n^entioned 
b}" Xenophon as son of INlaesades, the same person with the 
Seuthes mentioned b) Thucydides as son of Sparadocus. (See 
the second note of the sixth book, and the lifteenth note of 
the seventh book, of his translation of the Expedition of 
Cyrus.) 

Among the Greeks, we know, as among the Welsh, the 
father's name served, in the want of a family name, to dis- 
tinguish the individual from others of the same name, and 
was therefore, in describing persons, an object for careful 
attention, Sparad(»cus and Miesades have no such resem- 
blance as could occasion the mistake of one name for the 
other, by cither author or transcriber ; and the connection of 
Thucydides, and the communication of Xenophon, witJ* 

Thrace, were such, that deficient information cannot reason- 
ably be imputed to either. Spelman has not undertaken to 
say which was mistaken; but, without the slightest reason 
alleged, his surmise necessarily attributes a mistake to one 
of them. If, instead of such able cotemporary authors, who 
had such uncommon means of information, he had attributed 
such an error, even by a meer guess, to such a writer as 
Diodoius, who, according to Dod well's phrase, confounded 
history some hundred years after, he would have been more 
excusable ; unless evidence as clear, as what in this cast 
he ought to have been aware of, contradicted the supposition. 

For, setting aside the distinction of the father's name, gene- 
rally decisive for identification among tlie Greeks, or 
supposing one only to have been properly a name, and the 
other a title (^for sometimes the want of attention to such 
distinction perhaps may have produced some confusion of 
forein names among Cl reek writers) still had Spelman taken 
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CHAP, wherever an enemy to be plundered could be 

. . pointed out, seemed the only resource for subsist- 

^ 2**8 9^’ ®*^ce. Xenophon therefore resolved to postpone 
his return to Athens, and endevor to serve the 
army, by going himself to negotiate with 
Seuthes. 

»• 6 - The connection of Neon, as an Asinaean, with 

Lacedaemon, had decided his politics. He had 
attached himself to Aristarchus, and, seceding 
now from the army, with about eight hundred 

men, 

the trouble to compare the history of the Seuthes mentioned 
by Thucydides, with that of the Seuthes under whom Xeno- 
phon served, he would have seen that they could not be the 
same. Seuthes, son of Sparadocus, passed his youth with his 
uncle Sitalces ; and, after long acting under him as his prin- 
cipal favorite, on his death succeeded to his extensive and 
powerful dominion. (Thucyd. 1 . 2. c. 101.) That dominion 
consisted of the chieftainship of the conquering clan, the 
Odrysians, which was the antient inheritance of his family, 
with the paramount sovereinty over all the other Thracian 
tribes, acquired by the conquests of Teres ; and the revenue, 
at least, of this large dominion, as Thucydides assures us, 
Seuthes himself improved. During bis youth, and after his 
accession, therefore, the Odrysian power was at its height. 
But AIjFsades, father of Xenophon's Seuthes, was prince only 
of three conquered tribes, the Melandepts, Thyns, .and 
Thranipses, bordering on the Propontis, while Medocus 
reigned over the Odrysians. Xenophon expressly says it 
was in the decay of the Odrysian power, that Macsades was 
expelled by his subjects; and Seuthes, his son, was then 
under age, a meer boy ; for so much not only is implied in 
the term oppavo^ (pupillus, as Leunclavius has rendered it) 
but fully confirmed by the phrase that follows, iwil fw/wnot 
iyiwfAijF. Ihis Seuthes was protected and educated by 
Medocus king of the Odrysians, and never himself pretended 
to the Odrysian throne, but was happy to recover his prin- 
cipality over the three tribes above-mentioned, more than 
twenty years after Seuthes son of Sparadocus had succeeded 
his uncle Sitalces in the monarchy of 1 brace. All this 
being clearly stated by the two able cotemporary historians, 
without the least appearance of contradiction between them, 
Spelman s fancy, as unnecessary for any explanation, as 
unfounded on any authority, seems unaccountable. . 
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men, he incamped apart. All the other generals sect. 
approved the proposal of Xenophon, and each . 

named a confidential officer to attend him. Adding 
Polycrates, an Athenian lochage, as his own Anab. 1. r. 
assistant, Xenophon rode by night to a castle, 
where Seuthes was then residing, scarcely eight 
miles from the camp. As they approached, 
many fires were seen, “but no people ; and they 
imagined Seuthes had suddenly removed his 
residence. Presently however the hum of voices ». n- 
was heard, and communication of signals. An 
interpreter then advanced, and, after due expla- 
nation, an escort of two hundred targeteers came, 
and conducted Xenophon with his attendants 
to the castle. Everything around, it was observed, $. i». 
marked extreme precaution against surprize. By 
the distant fires, whatever approached was visible, 
while darkness involved the castle and its watch. 

The horses of a surrounding outguard of cavalry, 
fed only by day, were kept bridled and ready for 
instantly mounting all night. It was requested of 
Xenophon that only two of his attendants might 
enter with him. Such were the fears in which s. is. 
this prince habitually lived ; the Thyn-Thracians, 
possessors of the country, his revolted subjects, 
being esteemed singularly expert and daring in 
noctural enterprize. 

Xenophon then, with his two companions, being 
introduced to the prince, horns of wine, according 
to the Thracian custom, were presented with the 
first salutation. After some conversation, Xeno- 
phon desired that his other principal followers 
might be admitted ; but, to obviate the prince’s »• i«. 

jealousy, 
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CHAP, jealousy, directed that they sliould leav'e all wea- 
. , pons witliout. Seuthcs however exclaiming that 

^2* '*• ir mistrusted no Athenian, that, on the contrary, 
he considered all as his kinsmen and friends, the 
whole party was introduced. The prince's pro- 
posals w'erc then declared. His purpose Avas to 
subdue the country, formerly subject to his father, 
which, he said, Avith the Grecian army added to 
his own forces, he aa'us confident would be easy, 
s. 18— JO. JJe offered, for monthly pay, a Cyzicene, about a 
guinea, to every soldier, tAvo to the lochages, 
and four to the generals ; which seems to have 
been a common proportion in the Grecian ser- 
vice. Protection, to those w’ho might Avant it 
against the Lacedaemonians, he readily promised 
at the motion _ of Xenophon ; and, as land was 
what a Thracian prince could perhaps of all things 
most cheaply give, he offered it in any quantity; 
but he also promised to make it valuable, by 
adding oxen for cultivation, and a fortified sea- 
port, for securely exporting the produce. To 
Xenophon in particular he promised Bisante, his 
best town on the coast, with the offer of his 
daughter in marriage, and assurance that, if 
Xenophon had a daughter, he would buy her. 
according to the Thracian custom. 

The liberality of these promises seems so nearly 
to have approached extravagance, that it might 
not unreasonably have excited suspicion. If 
Xenophon however had any, he has not declared 
*■ *■ it. Right-hands were mutually given, and 
Xenophon with his followers returned to their 
camp before day. In the morning, Aristarchus 

again 



SERVICE OF THE ARMY WITH SEUTHES. 319 
again sent for the generals, but they refused to sect. 
go. The army being assembled, the proposal of » ^ 

Seuthes was explained, and joyfully accepted: 

Neon and others from Aristarchus endevored to 
dissuade; holding out promises of advantage from 
the Lacedaemonian government, for service in the 
Chersonese ; but they were little heard. 

Xenophon led, and the army marched. Before 
they advanced four miles, Seuthes met them, 
and took the office of guide. In the afternoon s.4. 
they reached some villages, stored with provisions, 
where the soldiers were well supplied, while the 
generals and lochages supped with the prince. | 

The detail of this entertainment, the most curious 
of its kind remaining from antiquity, shows, 
among the Thracians, considerable resemblance 
to customs, yet common, among the politest 
people of the East; and, among the Greeks, not 
that correctness of manners, thoXenophonhimself 
is an exception, which might be expected. At s. 17. 
sunset, when after a j)lentiful repast, the cup had 
sufficiently circulated, the (Jreeks arose, alleging 
the necessity of posting their night-guards and 
giving out the word. Their knowlege of Thracian 
manners, and their observation of wine consumed, 
gave them to suppose that Seuthes would not rise 
sober; but, without any appearance of ebriety, 
he followed them, and proposed, by marching that 
night, to surprize the enemy, yet uninformed of 
his increased strength. Much plunder he hoped «• is— so. 
might be taken, and many prisoners ; which, as 
the Grecian towns of the neighborhood afforded 

a ready 
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a ready market for slaves, might be turned to 
good account. 

The Greeks approved, and at midnight the 
army marched. Not however till toward noon 
next day they reached the summit of a mountain- 
ridge, covered with deep snow, and, descending 
unlooked-for into the plain beyond, they found 
the expected prey. About a thousand slaves were 
taken with two thousand head of neat, and ten 
thousand of smaller cattle. Next morning Seuthes 
burnt all the villages, not leaving a house; pro- 
posing to bring the people to submission by the 
fear of losing their shelter and subsistence, in the 
severity of winter. The booty was sent to be 
sold at Perinthus, to provide pay for the army. 

In this country, in so southern a latitude, and 
only two days march from the sea, a heavy snow 
falling, the cold was so intense, that water froze 
as it was carried from the spring, and even the 
wine in the vessels became ice. The Greeks had 
not so profited from experience in Armenia and 
Pontus, but that, with their short cloaks and bare 
thighs, they suffered severely; and some, frost- 
bitten, lost ears and noses. Then they discovered 
the advantage of the Thracian military dress, 
which at first had appeared uncouth; foxskin 
caps covering the ears, cloaks reaching below 
the knee, and warm covering for the horse- 
men’s legs, protected Seuthes’s troops against 
the inconveniencies of weather, to which their 
constitutions also were, by yearly practice, more 
hardened. 


In 



SERVICE OF THE ABMT WITH SEUTHES. 331 
In such a season however the Thyns, who were sect. 
driven from their villages to seek refuge among the . . 

mountains, could not but be distressed. Find- 
ing themselves unable to resist the destruction, 
threatened to all their vallies, they sent proposals 
of submission, and requested Xenophon’s media- 
tion in their favor. A perfidious attack on the «• lo— is. 
Grecian quarters followed, and particularly against 
Xenophon’s. It was however successfully resisted, 
and the forces of Seuthes being greatly increased 
by Odrysian volunteers, the Thyns threw them- s. ic. 
selves on hia mercy. The Thracian prince paid 
the compliment to Xenophon, to offer him any 
revenge he might diuse, for that perfidy which 
had been directed against his life. Xenophon 
answered, that, if he desired revenge, he should 
have it abundantly, in the change of the condition 
of the people from independency to subjection 
under despotic authority Xenophon, it appears, 
knew how to value freedom ; but was not mcely 
scrupulous of supporting the. cause of despotism. 

Seuthes 

* Ei Sviu hSfM i»T If these people were, 

‘ instead of freemen, to become slaves.’ Spelmw. This does 
not convey to EngHsh readers the exact sense of the original. 

was not confined to the strict meaning of slave with 
us, for which the Greeks used the term but was 

applied to any who lived under a identic government. Thus 
Xenophon makes Cyrus call himself' ibSX*r, and that subjec- 
tion to Lacedsemon, under which the Thirtjr proposed to 
govern Athens, is termed by Isocrates and Lysias iwKt'ut and 
hvMiSfw. Isocr. Areiop.'p, 14.0. v. 2. & Lye. «ri{i tw 
itiu/t.. p. 177. vel 804. But Lysias calls his manufacturer 
sl 4 Vea Adv. Eratosth. p. 388. If we sometimes 

apply the term slave to the subjects of arbitrary governments, 
it is by a rhe^rical licence, and not in the sober language of 
historical narrative; we do not consider a Chinese mandarem, 
a Turkish bashaw, or a Spanish grandee, as the same descnp- 

VOL. V. ■ Y . 
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. found himself, within the short space of two 

Aiiab. i. r. nionths, from a wandering freebooter, become 
prince of a considerable territory. His army was 
increased not only with the strength of the con- 
quered people, but with numerous Odrysians, 
whom success allured to his standard. To the 
north of Byzantium, bordering on the Euxine 
sea, lived a Thracian hord who had never owned 
the dominion of Maesadcs, but, having been 
formerly subdued by Teres, had since asserted 
independency. Seatbes marched against these, 
and quickly compelled them to become his 
tributaries. Turning theh sodthivard again, his 
Thracian numbers now ecmsiderably exceeding the 
Greeks, they together approached die Propontis 
and incamped near Selymbria. It is remarkable 
that, in this winter campain, in so severe a climate, 
against an enemy mueh overpowered indeed, but 
singularly expert and enterprizing in desultory war, 
not a Greek was lost 

Active and bold, characteristical qualities of a 
Thracian, Seuthes bad ho great understanding and 
no clear honor. Mean deception, however, and 
gross dishonesty seem to have been less his own 
purpose, than what he was led to by a profligate 
Greek, HeracletdeS of Maroneia, who had acquired 
his confidence,- and was one of his printipal 
counsellors before the Cyreian army entered into 

Ids 

bf {^rton mth a West Indian slaVe; nor would the 
Oreeka have edled I7yrua tho he might cedi bim- 

aelf igCa*;. Xenophon (de r^. Ath. o. i. s. ii.) nsea the 
expression of htaUiraw — ^meanini'-that the 'Athenian 

pe^le were subservient to Qieir slaves, not slaves/to .thens. 
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his service. This man, having succeeded in the sect. 
endevor to. excite apprehension and dislike of » » 

Xenophon, instigated the prince, since he no 
longer wanted the service of the Grecian army, 
to refuse the arrear of pay, when a small part 
only, of what by agreement was , due, had yet 
been issued. He failed in an endevor to divide 
the generals ; but discontent grew among the 
soldiers, while all Xenophon's applications, for 
the pay owing, were answered with evasion. 

In this state of things, while, on one side, Anab. i. 7. 
Seuthes was surrounded by his numerous Thracian ' ' '* 

forces, strong in cavalry, of which the Greeks 
were destitute, on the other, judging from past 
transactions, np degree of enmity was not to be 
apprehended frmn the all-powerful officers of 
Sparta, difficulty, and danger seemed again accu- 
mulating against the unfortunate Cyreians, and 
particularly against Xenophon. An event, no 
longer expected, relieved them. The Lacedae- 
monian government had resolved upon war with c.6. t.r. 
I^ersia, and thus the Cyreian army, before an 
object of jealousyj now would be a valuable 
acquisition. Accordingly two Lacedaemonian 
officers, Charminus and Polyneices, came to 
Selymbjia, authorized to ingage them, at the same 
pay promised by Seuthes, to gp tp that most 
inviting of aU fields for military service, the rich 
satrapy of Tissaph^nes. The proposal was joy- 
fully received ; and the more, as beside other ». r. 
advantages, the commanding interference of 
Lacedaemon, it was now hoped, would obtain the »• *9. 
arrear of pay dqq from the Thracian prince. But 
. Y 2 . Seuthes 
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CHAP. Seuthes was governed by a few interested coun- 
i . sellers : and it was not till the army was sent to 
live at free quarters, in some villages which he 
had given to one of the chief of them, that an 
interview, desired by Xenophon and long evaded, 
Anab.iy. was at length obtained. An Odrysian, who 
assisted at the conference, with generous indig- 
nation declared his shame of that officer’s conduct. 
His great soverein Medocus, he said, he was sure 
would not approve such base dishonesty, nor give 
any support to those who could be guilty of it. 
Seuthes excused himself, disavowing knowlege 
of the circumstances, and laying the blame on 
his Greek counsellor Heracleides. Payment was 
then made, in the manner of the country. A 
single talent was all that could be obtained in 
C-. 6. s. 31. money : six hundred oxen, four thousand sheep, 
and a hundred and twenty slaves, were given for 
the remainder due. The disposal of these, for 
the benefit of the army, was dexterously referred 
34. by Xenophon, as a compliment, to the Lacedae- 
monians Charminus and Polyneices, who incurred 
no small blame in the conduct of the invidious 
business. 

8. «.i,3. The army then crossed to Lampsacus, where 
two Lacedaemonian officers arrived soon after, 
with pay, which was immediately issued for the 
march to insue. The plain of Troy, mount Ida, 
Antandrus, and the vale of Thebe, were then 
traversed, in the way to Pergamus in the vale 
of Cai'eus. There a circumstance occurred, in 
itself, and in Xenophon’s manner of relating it, 
strongly characterizing the times, .Generally 

earnest 
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earnest in inculcating humanity and liberality, and 
studious to demonstrate his own disinterestedness, 
the soldier-philosopher nevertheless gives, without 
any apparent compunction, a detailed account 
of a nocturnal expedition, which he undertook 
with a few favorite officers, to surprize a wealthy 
Persian, with his family, in a castle at some dis- 
tance in the vale. A Grecian family of r^nk, in 
Pergamus, had suggested the measure, apparently 
to share m the spoil. The prophet, employed 
to sacrifice on the occasion, declared, from the 
symptoms of the victims, that the gods approved 
and would favor the robbery. Resistance never- 
theless was found so much more vigorous than 
expected, that the party was obliged to retreat, 
with many w’ounds, and considerable risk of being 
all cut off. A feigned movement, with the whole 
army, induced the Persian to leave his castle. The 
attempt being then renewed, the castle was taken, 
with his wife, children, slaves, horses, and all his 
effects. The capture was so considerable, that 
Xenophon’s share inabled him, according to his 
own phrase, to confer benefits ; tho before so 
distressed as to be reduced to sell his horse, at 
Lampsacus, for fifty darics, about thirty-five 
guineas. The army returned to Pergamus, there 
to wait the orders of the Lacedaemonian com- 
mander-in-chief. 

Notes from the End of the First Section of the 
Twenty-third Chapter. 

' It seems a whimsical circumstance that, among otli(!> 
writers, Spelman, the applauded translator, and Hutchinson, 
the able editor of the Anabasis, have concurred in the fancy 
to contradict or explain away their author's own account of 

» ■'' Y 3 _ his 
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CHAP, his own age ; and, without apparent purpose, but to establish 
XXIIl. a calculation of their own, founded upon authority so dubious 

* * and BO deficient, that, even were there nothing on the other 

side, it could scarcely prove anything. Lucian, in his treatise 
on I.iOng Life, says that Xenophon passed the age of ninety 
years; without adding when he was born or when he 
died. Diogenes Laertius says that he died in the first year 
of the hundred and fifth Olympiad ; Avithout adding at what 
age. Strabo ( 1 . 9. p. 618.) has related that he fought at the 
battle of Delium, in the eighth year of the Peloponnesian war. 
But Athenaeus has shown, from Plato, that this could not be; 
and indeed the story altogether is so nearly absurd that we 
may wonder rather that Strabo should have related it, than 
that Diogenes should have copied it from himi* Diogenes is 
not famous for accuracy, any more than for judgement ; so 
Spelman professes to rest on Lucian's account^ which, he 
says, he sees no reason to disbelieve. * I see lid f^on to dis> 
believe it either ; bepause it re^ly affirms no more than that 
Xenophon lived to the age of more than ninety ; which is in 
itself possible, and contradicted by none. But Xenophon's 
own account, equally uncontradicted by antitot writers, 
appears to me to deserve the first credit. He has indeed not 
stated his own. age precisely; but he has marked it, I think 
clearly, within two or three years ; atid sb the learned and 
ingenious friend of Spelman has thought, the author of the 
Geographical Dissertation annexed to his translation of the 
Anabasis. Spelman and Hutchinson, putting together the 
accounts of Lucian and Diogenes (for neither alone will at all 
serve their purpose) redcon Xenophon hear fifty 'when lie 
ingaged with Cyrus ; thei" author of the Geographical Disser- 
tation supposes him only five-and- twenty. If Xenophon's 
own account of himself deserve any credit, and if it ought 
not to be tortured to a meaning to which it cannot, without 
torture, be brought, he was certainly under thirty. The 
matter is not important ; but having t^cen the pains, per- 
haps more than it was worth, to examine it, I will not deny 
the reader who ihay have curiosity for it, the benefit, if he 
can draw any, from my trouble.* 

Among the first occasions on which the hame of Xenophon 
occurs in the Anabasis, (1. 2. c. 1. s. 10.) he is addressed 
with the appellation of which Spelman observes, 

however ill it might apply to one near fifty, must.be trans- 
lated Young man. Now it happens that we have information 
from Xenophon hiiAself, to what age a man might properly 
be called Nfo;. The question occurs in his Memorials of 
Socrates ( 1 . 1. c. 2. s* 3,^.) and thirty is there . named as its 
utmost term, and rather beyond the. ^ to wUch it was 
ordinarily given. Utmnlntof then^ a dWnutive from Mfif, 
would not be commonly applied to a more advance^%e. As 

* • the 
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the • titles and NjHoivto'ji^ are, more than once in the 
Anabasis, given to /Xenophon, this alone seems pretty strong 
proof that he was under thirty. But there is besides, in the 
Anabasis, what appears to me, complete confirmation of it ; 
for Proxenus, it is there positively said, was about thirty, 
when he was put to death, or when the army was deprived 
of his services. Xenophon, when he first conceived the idea 
of offering himself for successor to Proxenus in command, 
was deterred by the consideration of his youth ; .which seems 
decisively to mark that be was younger than Proxenus, and 
consequently under thirty. I'bis indeed is testimony so 
nearly direct, that it has 'evidently staggered Spelman ; who 
nevertheless has been so resolved to abide by his deduction 
from lAician luid Diogenes, that rsdjier than ^low his author 
to give evidence against it, he has chosen to mis-translate 
him, and even . to . risk jcoxitradictiqns. . tP'^kat age 4o I toait 
for 1 is his very just verson of Xenophon's words, when he 
was hesitating whether to offer himself for the command; 
words certainly bearing no very evident sense, if they did not 
imply that he apprehended objection would be taken te his 
youth. In answer t^en to this olyection, Xqnophon proceeds 
thus : ,Ou yap f 

f/i«VTor Tflic J^Anab. 1. 3. c. i. s. 10.) ffl abandon 

myself to the enemy • day (so Spelman turns the passage) 
J shuU never live to kfe another » It cannot be said, in excu^ 
for the miserable insipidity of this version, tliat it is litteral. 
A litteral translation would here not only give the sense more 
exactly, but even more spiiitedly: I shr^U never he older ^ 
(replying to his own question, ‘What age do l<,\^ait for?') 
If to-day I betray myself to the enemy ; , meaning, f through 
false delkavy, in consideration of my yontk^ I omU that e:rer- 
tioHy by which I and the army with me might be saved froen the 
enemy. 

Another, passage soon follows, to the same purpose, of 
which ISpeiuian has very ingeniously given a litteral traosla- 
tiqn, with a sense ootnpletely dpbioas. When actually offering 
himself for the commaud, Xenophon applogizes.fpr his youth 
thus : Zi hykfoq rarltri fss ri$ 

If you me to, be yqur leader (says ^)A&ai|*a ti;an8la- 

tion) J s&Ul not exo/use mysef by reason of bf^t think 

myself even in the vjgpr of it to rfspel an nfpwrjl* It is obvious, 
t£at this might c^me eitheif front or from one 

boo yqmtg for the office.. . To fix sense, therefore, the 
Ijaferred, by a -note,, to the translator’s former notice 
fi^Xepci^n^s age. Spelman seems tOj have been so aware 
. nf ^b^ eMardity, of stating,, that fifty was, an ego either \oo 
e^ly, or tpo adyaqeed, for a man to undertake the office of 
geivet;^ that be ehose rather to refer the rea4er to a former 
Y 4 . discussion, 
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CHAP, ^iiscussion, than to shock him with the direct mention, in thi« 

XXII r. place, of the result of it. Lcunclavius has translated the 
' passage very differently, and 1 think very properly, thus : 
Si me ducift munere fungi jubetis^ ietatis excusaiione ftequaquam 
' utar ; jsed adolescenticB vigorem ad propulsandum mala mihi 
profuturvm qrbitror. We find that Cle'archus, who is repre- 
sented as a general of most vigorous exertion, was fifty; and 
Cleaiior was older. If Xenophon was near fifty, he would not 
have said, ‘ What age do I wait for?' I’he whole of the 
apology for his age, whether as supposing him too old or tdo 
young, would have been absurd. But every mention of him 
with any implication of his age, thioughout the Anabasis, 
shows him to have been much younger. A few weeks before 
his appointment to the command, he was addressed with the 
appellation of Ntaiicrxi, YMth, After his appointment, we 
are informed, (1- 3- c. 2 . s. 45 .) that Timasiou and be were 
the two youngest of the generals. Jf he was too old, how 
improper must the choice of the others have been ! But, in 
the various actions that followed, we. always find him taking, 
and always mentioning k as becoming him, that more active 
duty, which in the Grecian sitrvice was appropriated to the 
youthful. Supposing him between tw^ty-hve and thirty, 
the interpretation, where he speaks of himself, is always 
obvious, and all is consistent; but supposing him fifty, or 
near it, even the forced interpretation of Bpelman is full of 
contradiction and absurdity. 

If then 1 cannot commend the judgement, the accuracy, 
or the fairness of Spelman, in forming and supporting his 
opinion of Xenophon's age, 1 can still less be satisfied with 
the more direct and less qualified contradiction of his author, 
in the account which, in his Introduction, he has given of the 
Lacedaemonian Clearchus. Totally neglecting Xenophon's 
short but clear history of the principal circumstances of that 
general's life, he has trusted implicitly to the very different 
account of Diodorus Siculus, ^ who, beside the character he 
‘ has deservedly obtained,' be says, ‘ for fidelity and exact- 
‘ ness, had the advantage of living many centuries nearer the 
‘ transactions he recounts, than those who differ from him in 
* chronplogy.' This seems re^ly a curious reason for pre- 
ferring the account of Diodorus, who lived full three centuries 
after Cle^hits, to that of Xenophon, who served under him, 
and cannot s,but have known intimately, if not Clearchus him- 
self, yet many who must have known him intimately. As to 
the character which Diodorus has deservedly obtained for 
fidelity an<) exactness^ those who know him best, 1 fear, will 
be mostif|elined to join with the penetrating, judicious, and 
diligent IMry Dodwell; who, compelled, by the pursuit he 
was inga^ in, to study him closely, and indignant at length 
at the inceasancy of his vexatious inaccuracies, calls him, 
• imperitu$ 
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impenfiis historiarum vaiiarum epockammque cominissor SECT. 
Diodorus, (Chron. Xenoph. ad ann. A. C. 396.) VII. 

It is an unpleasant task, which the writer of Grecian his- ' ^ — - 

tory cannot always decline, to deciy the general authority of 
those on whom he must sometimes rest for authority ; if he 
would vindicate historical sincerity, it is indispensable. 

Plutarch, living more than four centuries after Xenophon, 
and more than one after Diodorus, has chosen to contradict 
the accounts of both. Instead of a condemned exile as Xeno- 
])hon, or a rebel, as Diodorus reports Clearchus to have been, 

Plutarch affirms that he had a regular commission from the 
Lacedaemonian government to serve under Cyrus. (Plut. vit. 

Artaxer. p. 1854.) It is evident from the whole tenor of 
Xenophon's narrative, the only connected and consistent nar- 
rative remaining of the transactions of the age, that tills 
could not be. Let those who, in respect for any reputation 
which Plutarch may have gained among litterary men little 
conversant with the world, would put his authority in any 
competition with Xenophon's, but look to the puerility and 
absurdity of the account he has given of the communication 
between Cyrus and the Lacedaemonian government, previous 
to the expedition; and, if they desire a sample of his care- 
lessness, let them compare his praise of Xenophon, in his 
account of the battle of Cunaxa, with his continual and 
unqualified contradictions of Xenophon. 


^ The account of the expedition of Cyrus and of the return 
of the Greeks, remaining to us wi& the title of 
'AmQcun^, having passed, apparently without question, among 
the antients, for the work of the Socratic Xenophon, from 
his own age downward, it cannot but seem strange that any 
doubt about it should have gained in modern times. Never- 
theless, such a doubt, excited by a passage in the work itself, 
having been cherished by men eminent among the learned, 
some notice of it may be necessary here. 

In Xenophon's Grecian Annals, the tenor of the narration 
required some account of the expedition of Cyrus and the 
return of the Grecian army ; but, instead of giving any, the 
author has referred his mader to an account whidi he attri- 
butes to Themistogenes of Syracuse. This at first sight will 
of' course give to suppose that an account written by a 
Syracusan, named Themistogenes, was then extant; but it 
can at no rate prove that the work now extant on the sub- 
ject, which always passed among the antients for Xenophon's, 
was written, not by Xenophon, but by Themistogenes. It is 
however remarkable that, fi’ora the age' of Xenophon to that 
of Saidas, no mention occurs, in any remaining work, of such 
an author as I'hemistogenes ; while we find an extraordinary 

assemblage, 
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H A P. assemblage, of nameft the most eminent in litterature, bearing 
xxni. testimony to the extant Anabasis as the work of Xenophon. 

— V * Dionysius df Halicarnassus, Strabp^ Cicero, Laertius, Lucian, 

iElian, Hesycfatus, Polhix, HatiMration, Amtnonius, are 
enumerated by Hutchinson : to r these, - 1 tldiik, should be 
added Demetrius Phalereus, or tiie auUictr of thet^ork attri- 
buted to him, Plutarch, and. Longinus; and whenf, io an age 
comparatively modem, the collector Suidas chose to contro- 
vert this weight of evidence, he has oft'er^ no argument but 
a reference to the works of Xenophon, which; all those authors 
had red and could understand at least as well as he. 

Why then, it will of ccnirse occur to ask, did Xenophon, 
in his Grecian Aniuds, refer to > the work Thepnistogenes ? 
Plutarch, in his treatise en the Glory of the Athenians, has 
accounted for it thus : ^ Xenophon,' he says, * waa a subject 
" of history for himself. .But when he published his narrative 
of his own acbi^ements in military commAnd, he ascribed 
it to Themistog^es of Syracuse; giving away thus the 
litterary reputation to arise from the work, that he might 
the better establish the credit of the &cts related.' 

This explanation, tho 1 allow it credit as far as it goes, is, 
however, : not by itself cotopletely satisfacteiy* Nevertheless 
I. think whoever reads the Anaheusis, atteuding, at the same 
time, to the general history of the age, may dmw, from the 
two, what is wanting to complete it. He cannot fail to ob- 
serve, that it has been a principal purpose of the author of 
the Anabasis to apologize for the conduct of Xenophon. In 
the latter part of the work, the narrative is constantly 
accompanied with a studied defence of his conduct ; in which, 
both the circumstances that produced his banishment from 
Athens, and whatever might give umbrage or excite jealousy 
against him in l^cedsemon, have been carefully considered. 
But there are passages in the work, speeches of Xenophon 
himself on delicate occasions, particularly bis communication 
with deader the Lacedsmonian general; related in the 
sixth book, which could be known only from himself or 
from Cl^toder. That these have > not been forgeries of 
T^QUBtog^s, is evident from the testimony of Xenophon 
lumself, vwho ^refers to . the ; work, ^ which he ascribes to 
Themistogehes; with intire satisfaction. 

’ One, then, 4>f . these three omudusaons must follow ; either, 
first, the narrative ^of Themistogepps, if such ever existed, 
had not in it tbat<apology for Xenophon, which we find inter- 
woven in the Anabasis transmitted to us as Xenophon's, and 
ocmsf^uently was a ditforent woik; or, secondly, ibemisfo- 
genes^;wik^ under'^ the direction of Xenophon ; or, thirdly, 
Xenop^ wrote; the extant Anabasis, and, for reasons, 
which those acquainted with the wcumstances of his life, 
and the 11181097 of the times, will have no difiiculty to 
• • conceive 
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conceive may have been powerful, chose that, on its iii*st 
publication, it should pass under another's name, 'Fhe latter 
has been the belief of all antiquity ; and, indeed, if it had not 
been fully known that the ascription of the Anabasis to 
Themistogenes waa a, fiction, the concurrence of all antiquity, 
in stripping that author of his just fame, so completely that, 
from XenopboD' himself to Suidas, he is never once named 
as a writer of merit, in any work remaining to us, while, in 
so many the Anabasis is mentioned as the work of Xeno- 
phon, would be, if at all credible, certainly the most 
extraordinary circumstance in the history of letters. 

For the political and military historian, the important 
result of what has here been stated is, that under every con- 
sideration, the facts reported in the Anabasis have the full 
authority of Xenophon. For myself, I will venture to add, 
I see no room for any kind of reasonable doubt but that 
Xenophon was the writer. . . 


SECT. 

VII. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

History of LACEDiEMON from the Restoration of 
the Athenian Democracy, and Affairs of the 
Greeks in Asia from the Renewal of War 
between Lacedaemon and Persia, to the 
Renewal of War within Greece. 


t^ECTION I. 


War resoh'cd hy Itacedurmon against Persia : Thimbron Com- 
mandcr-in-chief : joined by the Cyrcian Greek Forces* Libe- 
rality of the Persian Government* DercyUidas Commander- 
in-chief: Truce with the Satrap of Ijydia, and War with the 
Satrap of Bithynia* Mania, Setrapess of Molia : Successes 
of DercyUidas in MoVw. Winter Operations in Bithynia. 
Protection given to the Chersonese, Prosperity of the 
Grecian Colonies. Ill-judged orders from Lacedwmon. 
Danger of the Grecian Colonies. Treaty concluded between 
DercyUidas and Tissaphemes, for the complete Emancipation 
, if the Asian Greeks from Persian dominion. 


C H A r. 
XXIV. 


Xenoph. 
Ilel. 1. 3. 
c. 1 . 2 . 


W HEN the Lacedaemonians put an end to 
the Athenian empire, they vindicated to 
themselves the sovereinty of the ilands and of tlie 
European cities; they placed their own governors, 
with the title of harmost, in Byzantium and in 
the Chersonese; but they neither claimed any 
dominion on the continent of Asia, nor asserted 
the freedom of the Grecian republics there: the 
allei^Dce of the Asian Greeks was transferred 
from' the Athenian people to the Persian king; 

and, 
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and, under him, to the satraps, Pharnabazus and sect. 
Tissaphemes. , 

We have seen that, among the Greeks of Asia, 

Cyrus was popular, and Tissaphemes unpopular; 
insomuch that by a kind of rebellion against the 
satrap, the Ionian, had attached themselves to 
the prince. The event therefore of the expedi- 
tion against the king, .and the appointment of 
Tissaphemes to the great command which Cyrus 
had held, could not but be highly alarming to 
them. But, on the other hand, the glorious retreat 
of the Greeks who had accompanied the prince, 
and the clear evidence, which their return in 
safety bore, to the superiority of the Grecian 
arms, afforded ground of incouragement. If the 
patronage of Lacedaemon could be obtained, 
whose councils commanded the united arms of 
Greece, little, it was hoped, would be to be ap- 
prehended from the satrap’s vengeance. Refusing 
therefore to acknowlege his authority, the lonians 
sent ministers to Lacedaemon to solicit protection. 

The Lacedtemonian government, less expecting 
friendship from the king and from Tissaphemes, 
on account of their connection with Cyrus, and Xoiopii. 
valuing it less, as the fame of the actions of the c. i’. 
Cyreian army tau^t to despise their enmity, 
resolved that the lonians should be protected 
Possibly circumstances at home might contribute 
to this determination. It might be desirable to 
employ a part of their people on forein service ; 
and for service against an enemy, so much famed 
for wealth, and so little for bravery and military 
skill, volunteers would be numerous among the 

poor 
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CHAP, poor commonwealths of Peloponnesus. Four 
> — thousand men were required from the allies. Only 
B.C.400. one thousand were added from Lacedaemon; and 
399 be-” of those called neodamodes ; who, 

t owing their elevation^ from the condition of slaves 
into the rank of citizens, to the nece^ides of war, 
were, on the return of peace, looked upon with 
SO invidious an eye, that an occasion for sending 
them on forein service would be acceptable, both 
to the government and to themselves. Cavalry was 
very desirable for war in Asia: but the utmost 
force that Peloponnesus could raise was very 
small; and the principal citizens of the wealthiest 
republics, .who alcme composed it, would not be 
the most willing partakers in distant adventure. 
Application was therefore made to Athens; where 
recent disorders, extreme p(ditical jealousy, and 
a total want of protection against any momentary 
caprice of the people, made the situation of men 
of rank and fortune so precarious, that the offer 
of pay for three hundred horse found ready 
acceptance there. Thimbrcm was appointed 
commander-in-chief m Asia, with the title of 
harmost. 

B-C.sgg, Arriving in Ionia, with Ins Europe^ forces, 

‘ * early in spring, Ttumbron circulated a requisition 
for an apportionment of troops from every Grecian 
city in Asia; where, says Xenophon, at that 
time^ all obeyed whatever a Lacedsemonian com- 
manded. Ihe Cyreians, under Xenophon, had 
been already in^tged for the service, and were 
mardblingto join the Lacedmmonian army. Mean- 
while, tho his force was considerable, Thimbron 
1 feared 
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tieared to traverse the open country, in presence 
of the Persian cavalry, and thought it well if he 
could afford some protection^ Rgainst its ravages, 
to the coantry around posts which he could 
Securely occupy. The junction of the Cyreians 
however ^ve him. a decided superiority; and 
many towns, before awed by the Persian power, 
with ready zeal then opened their gates to him. 

Four persons, whose ciMamstances deserve xenopb. 
notice, took this opportunity for embracing the ^ 
Grecian cause; Eurysthenes and Procles, de- 
scendants of Demaratus, the exiled king of 
Lacedsmon who attended Xmxes into Greece, 
and Gorgion and Gongylus, descended from the 
Er^iaa Gongylus, who, by his conduct also 
during the Per^n invasion, had merited banish- 
ment from his conntiy and favor widi the Persian 
monarch. The towns of Pergamus, Teuthrania, 
and Halisamia, given to Demaratus, and Gam- 
brium, *Palaigambrium, Myrina, and Grynium, to 
Gohgylus, remained the property of thehr pos- 
terity. These ^fts, from the Persian king, seem 
to have had much of the nature of fiefs, in the 
Gothic kingdoms'. It would have been a gra- 
tification, at least to our curiosity, had Xenophon 
been fuUm in mcpIiEmation on the subject From 
their attachment to the cause of Cyrus, and con- 
sequent dread of the lung’s vengeance, apparently 
arose the revolt of those Grecian subjects of the 
Persian empire ; . whidl, o&erwise, would mark 
gross ingratitude tb a beneficent government. For 

the 

' In the Anaba^, Proefes k called%^i>, chief, oc lord, of 
Teuthrania. Anab. 1. 3 . c. 1 . a. 3* 
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CHAP, the testimony here given by Xenophon, remarkably 
, . corresponding with all remaining from Herodotus 

and Thucydides, strongly confirms, what has been 
heretofore observed, that there was uncommon 
liberality in the despotism of the Persian empire.* 
Public faith was kept; property was not without 
security ; it was not there, as under, the present 
wonderfully barbarian government of the same 
fine country, a crime to be rich. Large estates, 
given even to foreiners, passed to their late pos- 
terity; and, in. .-ad of the tyranny which now 
depopulates ♦jv.*„ md provinces, and against 
which the remaining subjects recur to the patronage 
of some forein ambassador, the Persian govern- 
ment so extended liberal protection to all, that 
Grecian cities could prefer the dominion of the 
Persian king to that of the Athenian or Lacedae- 
monian commonwealths,, and fimrish under it. 

But, if the Persian government was generally 
mild and liberal, it had been, since die ieign of 
Xerxes, always weak, and veigiog to dissolution: 
Xnnopli. The Lacedaemonian general Thimbron, who, with 
comparatively a small force, had been making 
conquests against it, showed no considerable 
abilities in the field, mid in camp and in quarters 
his discipline v'^y ddicient The allies 
suffered from the licentiousness of his army; and 
complaints, in consequence, were so urged at 
Lacedaemon, that, on the expiration of his year, 
he was sentenced to banishment. 

B.C.398. Hercyllidas, wl\p succeeded him, was more 
Xen^Hd. to ^ and difficult command. Having 

1 6, 7 ' a’ already served in Asia, under Lysander, he knew 

the 
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the characters of the two satraps, who divided sect. 

between them, in almost independent sovereinty, v— 4 ' 

the dominion of the western provinces. The 
instructions of the ephors directed him to lead 
the army into Caria, the hereditary government 
of Tissapherncs. But the desire of revenging 
a disgrace he had formerly incurred, when harmost 
of Abydus, in consequjence of an accusation from 
Pharnabazus, assisted at least, according to the 
cotemporary historian, his friend, iii ilctermining 
him to act otherwise. He negotiated with 
Tissapherne., ; and that dastardly satrap, ill- 
disposed toward Pharnabazus, and always readier 
for negotiation than battle, instead of exerting 
the great power, with which he was vested, for 
the general defence of the empire, bargained for 
a particular peace for his own provinces, and 
consented that the Grecian arms should, without 
opposition from him, be carried into the Bithynian 
satrapy. Dercyllidas, having t^us provided for 
the safety of the rich fields of Ionia, which would 
otherwise have been liable, in his absence, to 
suffer from the Persian cavalry, hastened his 
march northward j and, in the length of way from 
Caria to the borders of-iEolia, he maintained an 
exactness of discipline that gained him the greater 
credit with the allies, as it was contrasted with 
the licentiousness, from which the country had 
suffered while Thimbron commanded. 

The circumstances of .£olia might reasonably 
have invited the attention of the general, tho 
revenge had not instigated. According to that Xenopii. 
liberal policy, more than once already noticed as cV-ig^g. 

VOL. V. z ordinary 
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CHAP, ordinary among the Persians, Pharnabazus had 

>■ . appointed Zenis, a Greek of Dardanum, to be 

governor, or, according to Xenophon s phrase, 
satrap, of that fine country, so interesting, in 
earliest history, as the kingdom of Priam, and 
the scat of the Trojan war. Zenis died early, 
leaving a widow, Mania, also a Dardanian. This 
extraordinary woman solicited the succession to 
her late husband’s command ; and supported her 
solicitations with presents so agreeable to the 
satrap’s fancy, and proofs so pregnant of her own 
talents and spirit, that she obtained her suit. 

Xenoph. Being accordingly vested with the government, 

c.i. s’ 10. she did not disappoint, but, on the contrary, far 
exceeded the satrap’s expectation. None of his 
governors collected and remitted the revenue 
more regularly ; none accompanied the remittance 
with presents more acceptable; none, when he 
made his progress through his satrapy, received 
him with such elegant magnificence, or entertained 
him so agreeably. These were a woman’s merits, 
but she united with them manly virtues. In the 
frequency of disaffection and revolt, among the 
Persian provinces, no disturbance happened under 
her government. She not only held all in due 
obedience, but, raising a body of Grecian merce- 
naries, she reduced the maritime towns of Larissa, 
Ilamaxitus, and Colonae, which had hitherto re- 
sisted the Persian dominion. Herself attended 
the sieges, viewing the operations from her chariot, 
and by praises and presents, judiciously bestowed, 
she excited such emulation, that her army acquired 
repute superior to any other body of mercenaries 
6 in 
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in Asia. Pharnabazus requiring troops for sup- sect. 
pressing the incursions of the rebellious Mysians . , 

and Peisidians, she attended in person. In con- 
sequence of her able conduct and high reputation, 
he always treated her with great respect, and 
sometimes even desired her assistance in his 
council. 

Mania was another Artemisia ; and the weighty 
authority of Xenophon, for the history of the 
Dardanian satrapess, not a little supports the 
account given by Herodotus of the Halicamassian Ch.s.s 5. 
queen. But, tho Mania could govern proviiices 
and conduct armies, yet, in the incouragement 
which the gross defects, both of Grecian and 
Persian government, offered for daring villany, 
she could not secure herself against domestic 
treachery. She Imd scarcely passed her fortieth x^nopi,. 
year, when she was murdered in her palace, by 
Meidias, who had married her daughter. But 
a single murder would not answer the execrable 
villain’s purpose. Her son, a most promising 
youth of seventeen, was cut off. The assassin ». 1*. 
had then the impudence to ask, of the satrap, 
the succession to the goveawnent held by the 
deceased Mania, supporting his solicitation by 
large presents. But he seems to have founded 
his hopes on a knowlege, rather of the general 
temper and practice of the Persian great, than 
of the particular character of Pharnabazus; who, 
with a generous indignation, refused his presents, 
and declared he would not live unless he could 
revenge Mania. Meidias prepared to support 
himself by force or intrigue, as circumstances 

z 2 might 



CHAP. 

XXIV. 


Xenopb. 
Ilel. 1. 3. 
c. 1. s. 13. 


s. 14—16. 


s. ir. 


340 HI STORY OP GREECE, 

might direct. He had secured Gergis and Scepsis, 
fortified towns in which Mania’s treasures were 
deposited: but the other towns of tlie province, 
with one consent, refusing to acknowlcge his 
authority, adhered to Pharnabazus. 

DercyUidas arrived upon the borders in this 
critical conjuncture. The satrap was unprepared ; 
the Lacedaemonian name was popular ; and the 
towns of Larissa, Hamaxitus, and Colonae, in 
one day opened their gates. A declaration was 
then circulated, that the purpose of DercyUidas 
and the Lacedaemonian government was to give 
perfect independency to the iEolian cities; desiring 
only alliance defensive and oftensive, with quarters 
for the army within their w^alls, whenever it might 
become requisite in that service, whose object w'as 
the common liberty of all Grecian people. The 
garrisons w'ere mostly composed of Greeks; 
attached to Mania, but indifferent to the interest 
of Pharnabazus*. The tow ns of Neandrus, Ilium, 
and Cocylus, acceded to the S})artan general’s 
invitation. Hope of large reward for his fidelity 
induced the governor of Cebren to adhere to the 
satrap ; but, upon approach of the army, the 
people soon compelled him to surrender. 

DercyUidas then marched toward Scepsis. The 
assassin Meidias, fearful, at the same time, of 

the 


* *EXX)9»if IF (ra,'( vixtm iiri* i 

Maria dtrtSteter iv •ardifv Tt KaX«; wtfteiwevlo. — Quia, post mor- 
tem Mania; praesidarii Graeci non admodum erga eos (cives 
urbium praedict.) rect^ se gesserant. I have no scruple in 
giving the very different interpretation in the text. Smith, 
whose version differs here from both, is far from compensating, 
in his Xenophon as in his Thucydides, for extreme inelegance, 
by a general exactness of litteral translation. 
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the Spartan general, the Persian satrap, and the sECi. 

Scepsian citizens, conceived his best hope to lie v I' , 

in accommodation with the former, lie proposed 
a conference, to which Dercyllidas consented, 
and, ten principal men, of diderent cities, being 
sent to him as hostages, he went to the Grecian 
camp. Desiring to know upon what conditions 
he might be admitted ]Lo friendship and alliance, 
Dercyllidas answered, upon condition of allowing 
freedom and independency to the tow ns in which 
he had garrisons. Cut the march to Scepsis was 
not interrupted. Dercyllidas entered the Iow’h 
unopposed, ordered the garrison to quit the 
citadel, and then assembling the ])eoj)le, dimeted 
them to assume the government as became Greeks 
and freemen, lie then proceeded to Gergis, taking 
Meidias with him. Intelligence of his liberality 
to the Scepsians had prepared his reception, and 
Meidias acquiesced. Acquitting himself then to 
that miscreant, by restoring all his private pro- 
perty, w'ith liberal allowance for all his claims, he 
seized the wealth of Mania, as now belonging 
to the satraj), the common enemy; and it w'as 
his boast, a grateful boast to the army, that he 
had inriched the military chest with a twelve- 
month’s pay for eight thousand men. 

Having thus, according to Xenophon’s ex- Xenoph. 
pression, in eight days, taken nine cities (that is, c. a! s.^i. 
having recovered from the Persian dominion 
nine towns accustomed each to its separate and 
independent government, except as it might be 
occasionally compelled to obey the commands 
of a master) it became the consideration of 

z 3 Dercyllidas, 
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CHAP. Dcrcyllidas, how to preserve their territories 
XXIV. ggg^inst the ravages of the Persian cavalry, with- 
out burthening the people by quartering his army 
among them. Against their walls he little feared 
the efforts of Persian arms. He was more appre- 
hensive of the licentiousness, difficult to control, 
of a republican army in quarters, and of comr 
plaints at I.,acedaBmon, like those which had 
driven his predecessor into exile. He sent pro- 
posals of truce therefore to Phamabazus. That 
generous satrap, unassisted from the capital of 
the empire, and deserted and betrayed by the 
great neighboring officer, whose more peculiar 
duty it w’as to afford him assistance, readily ac- 
cepted them. Xenophon indeed says, that he was 
little disturbed with the loss of iEolia ; esteeming 
that province, under Laced-cemonian protection, 
while he had himself peace with Lacedfemon, 
rather a useful barrier against dther enemies. 
What is meant by this we can only collect from 
w'hat follows. The Bithynians, tho, as tributary 
subjects of the empire, he had assisted them 
against the Cyreian army, were always licentious, 
sometimes perhaps rebellious, and they frequently 
carried hostile depredation among the more 
peaceful and settled inhabitants of his satrapy, 
xenoph. Among these people Dercyllidas resolved to take 
i* *2. ». 2 . winter quarters, as in a hostile territory, and 
Phamabazus expressed no dissatisfaction. 

That country must be naturally very productive, 
in which, under the management of such a people 
as those Bithynians, who have been on a former 
occasion doscribed, an army, powerful enough to 

overbear 
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overbear opposition, could supply itself by plunder 
through the winter, plentifully, and without risk. 
That the army of Dercyllidas did so, we are 
assured by Xenophon, who seems to have sub- 
sisted from that plunder, much to his own satis- 
faction. Such successful freebooting allured a 
body of Odrysians, sul^ects of Seuthes, from 
European Thrace. T\yo hundred horse and three 
hundred targeteers ’ came as allies of Lacedaemon 
to reinforce Dercyllidas. They took their station 
between two and three miles from the Grecian 
army, and throwing up a slight fortification, re- 
quested a Grecian guard for it, to iuable them to 
marode in greater force. Dercyllidas allowing 
them two hundred heavy-armed, they exerted 
themselves in depi'cdation with such skilful dili- 
gence, that shortly their camp was filled with 
booty, a large portion of uhich consisted of 
prisoners, whom they proposed to sell for slaves. 

The Bithynians, unable or fearful to resist 
these plunderers, were however attentive to their 
motions ; and, having observed the smallness of 
their camp, and learnt the amount of its guard, 
resolved to take opportunity of their absence for 
attacking it. Assembling accordingly in great 
numbers, horse and foot, and watching the march 
of the Odrysians to a sufficient distance, they 
made their assault. Their missile weapons so 
reached every part of the small inclosure, that the 

Greeks 

* Error may perhaps reasonably be suspected in these 
numbers. They seem too scanty for what we shall find was 
effected ; especially if we compare it with what the Cyreians 
suffered in the same country. 

z 4 
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CHAT*. Greeks were unable to withstand them. Fifteen 
1. i only made their way through the irregular 
assailants, and reached their own camp ; the rest 
were killed. The Bithynians then broke into the 
Odrysian camp, recovered their pri'soners and 
efli'cts, killed all the tentkeepers*, and retired so 
raj^idly, that the Greek army, marching as soon 
as intelligence of the assault reached them, found 
nothing but naked corpses. 

The funeral ceremony of their dead occupied 
the Odrysians on their return. It was graced 
with games, as among the Greeks of Homer’s 
age ; but the favorite game of the Odrysians, less 
known to the father of poetry, was the simple 
horserace. Large quantities of wine were also 
drunk over the graves; a practice spred, perhaps 
among the descendants of Odrysians, over the 
distant iland of Britain, and preserved, to this 
day equally among the bleak mountains of Scot- 
land, farthest north, and on the soft hills of 
Wight, severed by the tide from the southern 
coast. Providing then for the future security of 
their camp, by pitching it close to the Grecian, 
the Odrysians no longer contented themselves 
with plunder, but carried revenge by fire and 
sword extensively through Bithynia. 

In spring, Dercyllidas led the army to Lam- 
‘ psacus. He had carried command in a manner 
so superior to his predecessor, that, instead of 
complaint, report so favorable had been trans- 
mitted to Lacedajmon, that, against the general 
rule, he was continued a second year in his 
situation. In Lampsacus he found commissioners 
* ExqrafuAtfXf;. Sent 
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sent to notify that honor to him, and to com- 
raunicatc the commendations of the ephors to the 
army ; particularly for its regular and inoffensive 
conduct among the allied cities. They came also 
authorized to inspect the state both of the army 
and of the allies. Dercyllidas gladly forwarded 
them, to witness the peace and prosperity which 
iliolisand Ionia in joyed, under his superintendency, 
and to hear the grateful testimonies of a happy 
people to his ability, probity, and diligence. 

Since he had been in Asia, Dercyllidas had 
fought no great battle, nor taken any town- by 
assault; but, in an army which, under his pre- 
decessor, had been so lawless as to be a terror 
more to friends than enemies, he had restored 
exact discipline, and yet was the favorite of that 
army. With that army then he had awed the 
two great satraps, each commanding a province 
equal to a powerful kingdom, and both together 
acting under the mightiest empire in the world ; 
so that, after having given independency and 
security to the long line of Ionian and Aiolian 
colonies, he could direct his views another way 
for the benefit of the Grecian name. 

The Thracian Chersonese, once the principality 
of the renowned Miltiades, lately, in large pro- 
portion the property of another great and singular 
character, Alcibiades, and by its fertility, its many 
harbours, and its advantageous situation for trade, 
always a great object for industrious adventurers 
from Greece, was however always subject to 
dreadful incursions from the wild hords of Thra- 
cians, who made it their glory to live by rapine. 

Alcibiades, 
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CHAP. Alcibiades, maintaining a military force for the 
. defence of his property, and extending the ad- 
vantage of its protection to the Grecian settlers 
generally, seems to have held a degree of dominion 
among them. Perhaps Cle'archus, forbidden, as 
we have seen, by the Lacedsemonian administra- 
tion, but inabled, by the bounty of Cyrus, to 
become their next protector, aspired to similar 
dominion. Before the return of the Cyreian army, 
however, the l.iacedaemonian administration had 
so far directed their attention to the Chersonese, 
as to have sent a governor thither, with their 
usual title of harmost ; but, either he had been 
withdrawn, or the force intrusted to him, or his 
Xenoph. ability to use it, were deficient; for the Thracian 
c.«!s".r^ 8. inroads were renewed, and so successfully, that 
Oiod. 1. 14. the Chersonesites, in a petition to Lacedaemon 
for protection, declared that, if it was not granted, 
they must abandon the country. Dercyllidas, 
informed of this, before orders could come to 
himself from Lacedaemon, or another could be 
sent with the commission, resolved to execute the 
service. He sent to Pharnabazus a proposal for 
prolonging the existing truce, which was imme- 
diately accepted; and, having thus provided for 
the tranquillity of Asia, he transported his army 
to the European shore. Immediately he visited 
the Thracian prince Seuthes, by whom he was 
very hospitably entertained; and having arranged, 
apparently to his satisfaction, those matters in 
which his commonwealth and that prince had a 
common concern, he marched to the Chersonese. 
There he employed his army, not in plunder and 

destruction, 
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destruction, but in raising a rampart across the sect. 
isthmus, to secure the peace of the rich country 
and industrious people within. The isthmus is 
only four miles over; the peninsula contained 
eleven considerable towns, many harbours, a large 
extent of rich land under various cultivation, 
arable, vineyard, fruit-plantations, spacious pas- 
tures adapted to evei:y kind of cattle, and still 
considerable tracts w-hich might be allotted to 
new colonists. The possessors of this valuable 
territory were unequal to its defence ; because, for 
its cultivation, they used principally the industry 
of slaves, whom they dared not trust with arms. 

The w’ork of Dercyllidas inabled them to become 
their own protectors. Begun in spring, it was c. 397. 
completed before autumn*, and the army was t)i. 36 .|. 
reconveyed into Asia. Dercyllidas then made xcnopb. 
a progress through the Asiatic cities, to inspect 
the state of things, and had the satisfaction to 
find everywhere peace, prosperity, and general 
content. 

A single exception will deserve notice, as it 
tends to illustrate the political circumstances of 
the country, and manners resulting from them. 

With governments so imperfect, and territories 
so narrow', as those of the Grecian republics, so 
liable to intestine commotion, so open to forein 
attack, peace and civil order could ■ be secure 
only under the strong control of a superintending 
power, lodged, fortunately for a time, in honest 
and able hands. Thus the condition of the Asian 
Greeks, in the confession of that honest eulogist 
of democracy, Herodotus, was improved by their 

reduction 
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reduction under the Persian empire, after their 
rebellion against the first Darius. In the want 
of such a superintending power, faction had now 
expelled a number of Chians from their iland. 
Men driven from their homes and possessions to 
vagrancy, beggary, and starving, sometimes in 
numbers amounting almost to half the free popu- 
lation of a republic, would be likely to resort to 
violent expedients. The first thing to look out 
for was subsistence; and while necessity drove, 
allurement sometimes invited, to maroding as 
a profession. The Chian exiles seized Atarneus, 
a strong j)ost on the continent, overagaiust their 
iland ; and the produce of the rich Ionian fiold.s, 
cultivated by unarmed slaves for unwarlike mas- 
ters, became in large proportion theirs. When 
Dercyllidas came to the protection of the lonians, 
the Chian exiles had collected provisions for eight 
months. He formed the blockade of their hold, 
too strong for the art of attack, of that age, to 
reduce by any other mode of siege. While their 
provisions served, they resisted; and then, by 
their submission, the tranquillity of Ionia and 
JEolia became complete. 

But, while the cities of those provinces, pros- 
pering and happy, and administering each its own 
afiairs, under the able and benign superintendency 
of Dercyllidas, injoyed at least the present bless- 
ings of freedom, those of Caria had to complain, 
that their interests had been neglected, that they 
had been disappointed even of a promised relief, 
and that the treaty, concluded with Tissaphemes, 
was an express compact for their continuance in 

subjection 
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subjection to a forein dominion. The sea beinfT 
open to them, they could communicate with 
Lacedmmon, and they sent to request, that their 
situation might not be overlooked, by the vindi- 
cators of the liberties of Greece. If the Lace- 
da-monian arms were carried into Caria, they 
said, Tissaphernes, to save his own large property 
there, would readily grant the independency, so 
necessary to their happiness, and so desirable for 
the glory of the Grecian, and especially of the 
Lacedasmonian name. The ephors seem too 
lightly to have yielded to their arguments, without 
communication with their able commander, or 
with any others duly acquainted with the circum- 
stances of Asia. They sent orders, for war to be B. c. 396. 
carried into Caria; for the army under Dercyllidas ,^ring! * 
to march thither; and for the fleet, then com- 
manded by Pharax, to cooperate with it. 

The first effect of these ill-concerted measures 
appears to have been to produce, or at least to 
hasten, a union between the two satraps, Tissa- 
phernes and Pharnabazus; whose long variance 
had, in no small degree, contributed to those great 
successes, which the Greeks, with a force other- 
wise inadequate to a. contention w’ith the Persian 
empire, had been inabled to obtain. Pharnabazus, 
unsupported by tlife court of Susa, and basely 
deserted, or worse than deserted, by Tissaphernes, 
his immediate superior in command, had acqui- 
esced under the loss of Ailolia. But, as soon as 
the threatened attack of Caria afforded a proba- xenoph. 
bility that Tissaphernes would be disposed to 
change his conduct, Pharnabazus went to wait 

upon 
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upon him, and declared his readiness to cooperate 
zealously in measures for driving the Greeks out 
of Asia, This proposal, to which the jealousy 
and pusillanimity of,Tissaphernes otherwise would 
scarcely have listened, was made acceptable by 
the indiscreet violence of the Spartan government. 
The two satraps went together into Caria, and, 
having arranged matters for the defence of that 
country, returned to take the command of an army 
which threatened Ionia with destruction. 

Dercyllidas was already marching for Caria, 
when information reached him, that all his 
hitherto successful labors, for the welfare of the 
colonies were upon the point of being rendered 
utterly vain. He consulted Pharax, and they 
ventured together to disobey their ill-judged 
instructions. Returning hastily northward, Der- 
cyllidas met intelligence that the satraps had 
already entered the Ephesian territory. He was 
pushing his march through the rich vale of the 
Maneder, in whose luxuriant soil the growth of 
com commonly exceeds a man’s height, when 
some of his advanced guard, mounting on some 
tombs by the road-side (for the road-side was the 
place of burial among Greeks as well as Romans) 
discovered the Persian army in order of battle. 
Immediately he gave orden^ for forming ; but, 
while he attended the sacrifice, which the Lace- 
daemonians held indispensable before action, 
numbers of his Asian Greeks left their arms in 
the com, and fled; and it became evident that 
his dependence must be upon his small force of 
European troops alone. 


In 
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In these most alarming circumstances, the sect. 
interested pusillanimity of Tissaphernes relieved . . 

him. Pharnabazus was desirous of ingaging; but Xeuoph. 
Tissaphernes, already more than half satisfied, c.V. i 14. 
since his property in Caria was no longer in im- 
mediate danger, would first try the effect of a 
conference. A herald was accordingly sent to 
the Grecian general. . Dercyllidas, anxious to 
prevent observation of the state of his army, ad- 
vanced with a chosen escort. Such then being 
the circumstances, that both parties were desirous 
to avoid a battle, it was presently agreed, that the 
Greek army should march to Leucophrys the 
Persian to Tralles, and that a place should be 
appointed where the generals should next day 
meet. The conference being held accordingly, 5.1s. 
Dercyllidas insisted on the simple proposition, 

‘ that all Grecian cities should be independent.’ 

To this the satraps consented, with the conditions, 

‘ that the Grecian army should quit the king’s 
‘ territory,’ (by which seems to have been meant 
Asia, including the Grecian colonies,) ‘ and that 
‘ the Lacedaemonian governors should quit the 
‘ Grecian towns.’ Upon these terms a truce was 
concluded, to hold till the pleasure of the king 
and of the Lacedaemonian government could be 
known. 


This was the first treaty, reported on any 
authentic or even probable testimony, by which, 
since the early times of the Lydian monarchy, it 
was provided that the Asian Greeks should be 
completely emancipated from forein dominion. 
All the Ionian and .^olian cities, it appears, had 

the 



HISTORY OF GREECE. 


352 

c H A F. the immediate injoyment of independency in peace. 

. The Carian seem to have waited the confirmation 

of the treaty by the king of Persia and the Lace- 
daemonian government. But it was a quiet revo- 
lution : no great battle gave it splendor ; none of 
those striking events attended, w'hich invite the 
attention of the writer, in proportion ais they are 
fitted to impress the fancy of the reader. It forms 
nevertheless a memorable and interesting era in 
Grecian history ; and tlie fame of Dercyllidas, 
less brilliant, but far purer, than that of most of 
the great men of Greece, tho being recorded by 
the pen of Xenophon, it is indeed secured against 
perishing, yet deserves to have been more generally 
and more pointedly noticed, than we find it, by 
writers whose theme has been Grecian history, or 
panegyric of the Grecian character*. 

Diodoru!., We havc from Diodorus an account, which may 
deserve notice, of the manner in which the aftairs 
of Lacedaemon were administered, in its colony 
of the Trachinian Heracleia. It was when Der- 
cyllidas was sent to command in Asia, that the 
superintendency of Heracleia was committed to 
Herippidas. The colony had been, in the usual 
way of the Grecian cities, distracted by faction. 
Herippidas summoned a general assembly, in 
which persons of all parties toet ; apparently in 

some 

* 1 — .. UfoTifon tlr» iia. AtfKUXiiov 

(ii Aaxf^«si^s»ioi) tiih Vfutrotrtt K{ioXoyi» Plut. vit. Artax. 

p. 1867. t. 3. Plutarch had either forgotten what he had 
red in Xenophon, or, with his usual deficiency of judgement 
in military and political affairs, veiy much misestimated the 
merit of Dercyllidas ; and modern historians seem to have 
neglected the informed and able cotemporary, who was a 
witness to the fact, to follow the speculator of some centuries 
after. 
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some confidence, that the representative of the 
presiding commonwealth of Greece would admi- 
nister justice in mercy to all. But he took a more 
summary method, for restoring quiet, than could 
easily consist with justice. Surrounding the place 
of meeting with an armed force, he seized five 
hundred of those supposed adverse to the Lace- 
daemonian interest, or to tlie interest of that party 
in Lacedaemon with which he was connected, and 
they, were all put to death. We shall give credit 
to report from Diodorus, always in proportioii to 
its consonance with the accounts of writers of best 
judgement, cotemporary, or most nearly so, with 
the transactions ; and his account here is but too 
much in consonance with all that we learn on best 
authority. After this military execution, upon an 
unresisting people, Herippidas marched against 
tlie rude inhabitants of the neighboring highlands 
of Qtita, who had rebelled against the Lace- 
daemonian sovereinty. He was so successful as 
to compel the whole free population to emigrate. 
They withdrew first into Thessaly, but afterward 
removed into Boeotia ; invited by circumstances 
not specified to us, yet among which may be 
reckoned a disposition, in the leading party there, 
adverse to Lacedaemon, and the purpose of ac- 
quiring strength to resist Lacedaemon. 


VOL. V. 
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SECTION II. 

lVa>- of Lacedeemon and Elis. Death cf ^gis, King of 
Jjoccdcetnon, and succession of Agesilaus. Sedition in 
Lacedamon. 

CHAP. Formerly the institutions of Lycurgus had 
sufficed to inforce, very generally among the 
Lacedaemonians, that modesty in command, which, 
united with dignity of manner, contempt of wealth, 
and superiority in military and political knowlcge, 
induced the Grecian republics, conscious of the 
necessity, for general quiet, of admitting some 
superintending power, to yield a willing obedience 
to them. But in the long'and wide course of the 
Peloponnesian war, communication with strangers, 
unavoidably much greater than the institutions of 
Lycurgus would approve, together with the ne- 
cessity of raising and employing a public revenue, 
far greater than ever entered into the legislator’s 
contemplation, had altered and corrupted Spartan 
manners; so that, when the urar was at length 
concluded, so happily in their favor, they were no 
longer capable of bearing their high fortune. We 
have seen, in the account of Xenophon, their 
fneud and panegyrist, .what plenitude of power 
their officers, in transmarine commands, assumed, 
and with what hau^ty tyranny they exercised it. 
Unquestionably it must have been far other 
Ch. 8. s. 4. conduct that established that reputation of Lace- 
ofUiisHist. which had led united Greece to refuse 

obedience to any but a Lacedaemonian commander, 
even in naval war against the Persians, when 
Lacedaemon contributed so very small a proportion 
■ to 
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to the national fleet; which led the rich Sicilian sect. 
cities to union under a Lacedaemonian general, ■ 

bringing no force with him but the splendor of the 
Lacedaemonian mune; which, at the Olympian 
and other national meetings, made, as Isocrates 
■ says, every Lacedaemonian more an object of 
general curiosity and admiration than the victors p. 76 . i. s. 
in the games ; which' in short established, through 
the Greek nation, a respect for the Lacedaemonian 
character, such as never perhaps was paid to that 
of any other people. 

Of the circumstances which, so soon after the 
conclusion of the Peloponnesian war, introduced 
discord again among the Grecian cities, and ex- 
cited opposition to Lacedaemon where it might 
least have been expected, our information is very 
defective. Frqm the following occurrences only 
we gather, in some degree, the cause of that dis- 
gust and alienation, which we have already seen Ch.si.s.5. 
manifested in the conduct of Thebes and Corinth. ’ 

Thebes claimed sovereinty over the other towns of 
Boeotia. Lacedaemon favored the claim of those 
tow'ns to he independent of Thebes, with the 
purpose of holding them in dependence upon her- 
self. Perhaps some haughty and ungracious 
interference of Lacedmmon, raising extensive 
dissatisfaction in Thebes, had afforded that ad- 
vantage to the democratical leaders, which inabled 
them to gain the ascendant over the aristocratical 
party, always in some degree the Lacedaemonian 
party, so long the ruling party in that city. 1 he 
success of the democratical party in Thebes would 
of course raise hope and energy in that of Corinth, 

.which always held friendly Communication with 
A A 2 Argos. 
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CHAP. Argos. It seems to have been with the support of 
. Argos and Thebes, that democracy gained ascen- 
dancy in Corinth ; so that the two cities, Avhich 
were the principal iillies of Lacedaemon throughout 
the Peloponnesian war, became alienated, almost 
immediately after its conclusion. 

But Lacedaemon itself was distracted by faction, 
and its administration consequently unsteddy ; for 
so much is clearly indicated by the circumstances 
Avhich led to the restoration of the Athenian 
democracy ; and hence, while among the Asiatic 
cities as Xenophon says, every one obeyed what- 
ever any Lacedaemonian commanded, the cities of 
Greece more readily ventured resistance to the 
most formal orders of the Lacedaemonian govern- 
ment. It does not appear that any measures w'cre 
immediately taken, in resentment, either for the 
protection afforded by Thebes to Athenian fugi- 
tives, of the party most inimical to Lacedaemon, 
or for the refusal of both Thebes and Corinth to 
obey requisitions, which the treaty of confederacy 
authorized, A nearer interest, or one which more 
affected the feelings of the Lacedaemonian people, 
drew their attention. 

In that system, if it may be so called, by which 
the various members of the Greek nation were in 
some degree held together, we find a strange 
mixture of undefined, and sometimes repugnant 
claims, more or less generally admitted. While 
the Lacedaemonians presided, with authority far 
too little defined, over the political and military 
affairs of Greece, the Eleians asserted a prescrip- 
tive right to a kind of religious supremacy, also 
too little defined ; universally allowed nevertheless, 
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in a certain degree, but, like the Lacedaemonian 
supremacy, not always to the extent to which the 
claimants pretended. In the schism of Pelopon- 
nesus, which occurred during the Peloponnesian 
war, we have seen the imperial state of Lace- 
daemon summoned to the Kleian tribunal, as one 
of our corporations might be summoned to our 
courts at Westminster, a fine imposed, its citizens 
interdicted the common games and sacrifices of 
the nation, an opprobrious punishment publicly 
indicted upon an aged and respectable Spartan, 
who, but by implication^ offended against their 
decrees ; and, finally, these measures supported 
by avowed hostilities, and alliance with the enemies 
of Sparta. The necessity of the times induced the 
Lacedaemonians to make peace, with these affronts 
unrevenged ; but their smothered resentment had 
been revived and increased by what they esteemed 
a new indignity. Before the conclusion of the 
Peloponnesian war, Agis king of Lacedaemon 
being sent, in pursuance of a supposed prophetical 
direction, to perform a sacrifice to Jupiter at 
Olympia, the Eleians had forbidden the ceremony; 
affirming that, according to antient law, no oracle 
should be consulted for success in wars between 
Greeks and Greeks, and they would allow no 
prayer for victory in such a war. There is a 
beneficence, a liberal and extended patriotism in 
this idea, so consonant to the spirit with which 
Iphitus is said to have founded the Olympian 
festival, and so opposite to the tenets afterward 
generally prevailing in Greece, that they seem 
to mark the law for antient and genuine. The 
A A 3 ’ Lacedaemonians 


SECT. 

II. 


Xenoph. 
Ilel. I. 3. 
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CHAP. Lacedsemonians however were not the less offended 

*XXIV 

» — Iv— with the Eleians, for bringing forward, upon such 
an occasion, what, if those maxims only were 
considered, which prevailed through succeeding 
ages, it must be confessed w’^ould carry much the 
appearance of a complete novelty. 

Xenopiu The judgement passed against the Lace- 

r. «. s. 17 . dsemonians and the fine imposed, the interdiction 
of the games, the punishment of Leichas, the 
confederacy with Athens and Argos, the hostilities 
insuing, and finally the refusal of permission for 
sacrifice at Olympia, are stated by the cotemporary 
historian, as the motives which disposed the Lace- 
dsemonians to war. We gather from him however 
that others existed ; the democratical party at this 
time governed Elis, and Elis held many towns of 
Eleia in subjection. The Lacedsemonians did 
not absolutely require oligarchy in every state of 
Greece; for they had lately permitted the re- 
storation of democracy in Athens ; and even their 
own government had a mixture of democracy: 
but they always beheld, with peculiar jealousy, 
dominion exercised by a democratical common- 
wealth. Urged then at the same time by resent- 
ment for past insults, and consideration of a present 
political interest, the ephors assembling the people, 

B.C.396.* it was decreed, ‘That the Eleians should be 
‘t chastened,’ or, as the historian’s word may be 
explained, ‘ should be compelled to a conduct 
*; better regulated by prudence and modesty 

In 

* Diodorus ascribes the beginning of the Eleian war to 
the third year of the ninety-fourth Olympiad, B. C. 401. 

• • Dodwell 
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In pursuance of this resolution, ministers were 
sent to Elis with a declaration ‘ That the Lace- 
‘ daemonians deemed it just and proper that the 
‘ towns held in subjection by the Eleians, be 
‘ restored to independency.’ The Eleians, alleging 
the right of conquest, refused to resign their sove- 
reinty; and upon this theephors ordered the king, 
Agis, to march into* their country. The usu^ 
ravage of Grecian armies was already begun, when 
an earthquake, imagined a divine admonition, 
alarming the aged prince and his superstitious 
people, they retired out of Eleia, and the troops 
M'ere dismissed to their several homes. 

Whether as marking the favor of the gods or 
the weakness of their enemies, this conduct greatly 
incouraged the Eleians. In either view it improved 
the hope of gaining to their cause many Grecian 
states, known to be disaffected toward Lacedaemon. 
But if the Lacedaemonian so vereinty was tyrannical, 
theirs apparently was not less so ; and while they 
were cherishing the hope of forein assistance, they 
did not take wiser precautions than other Grecian 
states, for securing the attachment of their subjects. 
In the next spring, Agis again entered Eleia with 
an army, to which all the tdlies contributed, except 
Corinth and Boeotia. Immediately Lepreiun 

revolted 

Dodw^ll places it in the fourth. But it .aiders to me &at 
Dodwell is thus inconsistent, with Xenophon, and even with 
himself. For the Eteian war was concluded early in tte 
^rd year after ite eommenoemeat. The death of Agis 
followed in the same summer; and it does not appear, nor 
does Dodwell say, that there was any considerable interval 
'.before the determinatioB m fiivor of Agesilaus, of whose 
sBcoeasion he says, Hoc certe hujus Olympiadis xcv anno 4; 
that is, after Midsummer, B. C. 397. 

A A 4 * 
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CHAP, revolted to him ; Macistus and Epitalium quickly 
followed the example; and these were imitated, 
as he advanced into the country, by Leprine, 
Amphidolia, and Marganae. In this defection of 
their towns, the Eleians were utterly unable to 
He?T?’ Lacedaemonian army in the field. Agis 

c. s. s. 19 . proceeded, unopposed to Olympia, and sacrificed, 
now unforbidden, on the altar of Jupiter. The 
territories of the revolting towns of course had been 
spared; but rapine and devastation marked the 
way from Olympia to Elis, whither the king next 
directed his march. Nor did the country sufier 
only from the conquering army. The opportunity 
of freebooting invited the neighboring Arcadians 
and Achaians ; and slaves and cattle and corn 
M'cre carried olf to such an amount, that all the 
markets of Peloponnesus were glutted with Eleian 
plunder. It was supposed that Agis would not, 
rather than that he could not, take Elis itself, 
which was unfortified. After destroying many 
fair buildings of the outskirts, he proceeded to 
Cyllene, the principal seaport of the Eleians, 
and ravage w'as extended from the mountains to 
the sea. 

Occasion has already frequently occurred to 
remark,, that scarcely any misfortune could befall 
a Grecian state, which would not bring advantage, 
or at least the hope of advantage, to some con- 
>. so. siderable portion of its subjects. The aristocratical 

party in Elis, oppressed by the demagogue Thra- 
sydaeus, looked to the present sufferings of their 
country as the means of relief; but with no better 
consideration of any political or mord principle, 

than 
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than might have guided the wildest savages, or the sect. 
most profligate among the lowest populace in > ■ 

civilized nations. They proposed to assassinate 
Thrasydaeus, with a few of his confidential friends ; 
and then, in the name of the commonwealth, to 
open a negotiation with Lacedaemon. The people, 
they trusted, deprived of their leader, and dreading 
the arms of the Lacedaemonians, would acquiesce; 
and thus the principal power in the state would of 
course come into their hands. Tlie plot failed 
through a mistake, by which another was mur- 
dered for Thrasydaeus. The people, however, for 
some time thought their favorite dead, and rested 
in silent dejection: but, while the conspirators 
were arming, and stationing their party, the dema- 
gogue awoke, where drunkenness and supervening 
sleep had, overnight checked his way. The people 
immediately flocked about him; a battle followed, 
and the conspirators, overpowered, fled to the 
Lacedaemonian camp. 

The conduct of the war was such as we have 
so often seen in Greece. When plunder no longer 
remained to employ the Lacedaemonian army 
profitably, Agis marched home, leaving only a Xenoph. 
garrison in Epitalium on the Alpheius, where he 
established the Eleian fugitives. Hence rapine 
was occasionally prosecuted through the autumn 
and winter. Elis could not, like Athens, support 
itself under the continual ravage of its territory. 

In spring therefore Thrasydaeus opened a nego- B.C.397. 
tiation with Lacedaemon, and at once offered the 
independency of all the towns over which the 
Eleians claimed sovereinty by right of conquest ; 

• proposing 
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CHAP, proposing only to keep Epeium, whose territory 
^ xxiv. they had purchased from the inhabitants, for thirty 
Xcnoph. talents, fairly paid. The Lacedaemonians however, 
c a * considering, or aflecting to consider, the purchase 
as forced, required that Epeium should be free 
like the rest . The disposition thus apparent in 
the Lacedap-monians to depress Elis, incouraged 
the villagers of the Pisan territory to assert their 
claim to the superintendency of the Olympian 
temple, violently taken from their ancestors, as 
they contended, by the Eleians, when their city 
was destroyed. But, whatever might have been 
the antient right, the Lacedaemonian administra- 
tion, thinking those uneducated pretenders unfit 
for an office of much solemnity and dignity in the 
eyes of all Greece, would not interfere. Upon 
the condition therefore that every town of Eleia 
should be, as a free republic, a separate member 
of the Lacedasmonian’ confederacy, which was, in 
effect, to be subject to Lacedaemon, peace was 
made; and Elis, according to the decree before 
the war, humbled and chastened, was itself also 
restored to its place in that confederacy. 

The imputation of impiety, under which, from 
the Eleians at lekst, the Lacedaemonians began 
the war, perhaps urged them to a more ostenta- 
tious display of respect for the gods at the end of 
c. 3. s. 1. it. A^s himself was deputed to offer, at Delphi, 
the tenth of the spoil. In his return, he was taken 
-dl at Heraea, and he died soon adiber his arrival at 
B.C.397. Lacedaemon. In the magnificence of his funeral, 
Afte/iutd. Lacedaemonians probably meant also to exhibit 
sKiumer ^git own pfety, 08 well as to testify their opinion 

of 
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of the deceased prince’s merit. They failed how- 
ever in their estimate of the prevailing prejudices 
of the Grecian people. Honor to the gods indeed, 
was supposed to be best shown, and religion prin- 
cipally to consist, in pompous processions and 
expensive spectacles ; but general opinion con- 
demned the splendor of the funeral of Agis, as 
greater than could become the most illustrious 
mortal. 


Circumstances occurring, since the Peloponne- 
sian War, have not shown the Spartan constitution 
very well adapted to extensive empire ; and those 
brought forward, by the death of Agis, will not 
give any very favorable impression of its interior 
system. Agis left a reputed son, Leotychides ; 

M'hom however he had been known to disown ; 
and even his queen Timaea was reported to have Xmopii. 
declared, that her adulterous commerce with c.%. '. 2 . 
Alcibiades had given birth to the child. Against A6es.Yuit. 
the claim of this dubious prince, Agesilaus half- 
brother of Agis, (the latter being son of Archi- 
damus by Lamprido, the former by Eupolia,) had 
the support of Lysander, the conqueror of Athens, 
who stood at the head of a powerful party. Ager 
silaus, many years younger than Agis, and yet in 
the vigor of youth’, was lame. The partizans of 
Leotychides hence took occasion to urge, against 
his pretension, die authority of an antient oracle, 
which admonished the Lacedaemonians ‘ to be- 
‘ ware of halting royalty.’ This objection to liis 

friend, 

• *A7i|0'tX«of Toitvr fri f»li' tiVt w* Xeo. 

Age»l. iflit. 
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€ H A V. friend, Lysander answered by a different i'nterpre- 
■ tation of the oracle. Such absurdity, he insisted, 
was not intended by the god, as to admonish men 
to provide that a man should never be lame ; the 
purpose of the divine admonition was to guard the 
succession in the posterity of Hercules ; and then 
only royalty would truly halt, when a man not of 
the royal line should ascend the throne. When 
we find a discussion of such importance related 
by the pen of Xenophon, and when we know that 
two at least of the persons interested, Agesilaus 
and Lysander, were able and great men, we should 
impute perhaps to change of circumstances and 
manners, the difficulty we have to discover any 
dignity, almost any decency, or even common 
sense, in the proceedings. Leaving them, there- 
fore, for readers whom curiosity may induce to 
consult the cotemporary historian, suffice it here 
to say, that, by the votes of the general assembly 
of the Lacedaemonians, it was decided that 
Agesilaus should reign. 

Athens, in the age of which we are treating, is 
nearly as well known to us as our own country, 
two hundred years ago. The remaining works of 
historians, orators, lawyers, poets, and philoso- 
phers, give almost every information we could 
wish. But about Lacedaemon we are much in the 
dark. The Lacedaemonians ^yrote no books, pub- 
lished no speeches, discountenanced the residence 
of foreiners among them, and made secrecy in 
matters of government a miudm, not only of 
their policy, but of their religion. We know the 
Lacedaemonians therefore almost only in forein 

commahd. 
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command. With the prerogatives of their kings, sect. 
which were principally exercised in forein com- _ . 

mand, we are well acquainted ; but of the proper 
authority of the ephors, of the senate, of the 
people, of the lesser assembly, composed appa- 
rently of the citizens of Lacedajmon only, of the 
greater assembly, in which all Laconians, by them- 
selves or deputies, seem to have had voices, we 
learn little. Something of the state of parties 
becomes occasionally discovered, through its con- 
nection with forein politics. But internal trans- 
actions, gradual revolutions in laws, manners, and 
politics, and those deviations from the system of 
Lycurgus, which length of time and great changes 
in the circumstances of the commonwealth had 
produced, conquests, forein connections, extensive 
power, more extensive influence, the various com- 
munication of the people, in command and in 
negotiation, in war and in peace, the avowed 
introduction of public wealth for the maintenance 
of fleets and armies, the surreptitious acquisitions 
of individuals by the various means which forein 
service afforded, and, what was not least in im- 
portance, the accumulation of property in the 
hands of individual citizens, through inheritance 
from females; of all these matters we have but 
very obscure information. All accounts of the 
system of Lycurgi* indicate, that he allowed no 
distinction of rank or privileges among his people, 
but from age or merit. But, in the course of 
centuries, a very material distinction had arisen. 

The families peculiarly named Sjmrtans, and 

distinguished 
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CHAP. 

XXIV. 


Herodotus, 
1. 9. c. 29. 


Xcnoph. 
Hel. 1. 3. 
c, 3. s. 5t 


distinguished also by the title of peers had 
ingrossed almost the whole power of the, common- 
wealth. The rest of the people, included under 
the general name of Laceda:monians, or the still 
more extensive appellation of Lacons or Laconians, 
including the Periopcians, were never admitted to 
the higher offices, civil or military. So early as 
the age of Xerxes, we find a great distinction ; 
for, in the army which fought under Pausanias, 
at the celebrated battle of Plataea, every Spartan 
was attended by seven Helots, every other Lace- 
daemonian by only one. The Spartans in that army 
were, according to Herodotus, five thousand, and 
the Lacedaemonians only an equal number. But, 
never admitting any new associates to their order, 
as Spartan families became extinct, their numbers 
lessened, and in Xenophon’s time were so reduced 
that, in Sparta itself, they were but a small part of 
the population ; or at least of the numbers occa- 
sionally assembled there. 

It is however evident, from all accounts of 
Lacedaemonian affairs, that, from the age of 
Lycurgus till toward the period to which we are 
now arrived, the distinction of ranks in Lacedaemon 
w'as less invidious than in any other Grecian 
state : the whole body of the people was better 
amalgamated ; and the factions, known by several 
names, yet marking nearly Uie same distinctions, 
the rich and the poor, the nobles and the commons, 
the Few and the Many, which divided every other 
Grecian republic, are there little heard of”. But 

it 


'• Tut 'OfMwt. Xen. Hel. 1 . 3. c. 3. s. 5. 

** It by no means however follows that slaves, or tho.se 

known 
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it appears that even the ephors, a magistracy saitl sect. 
to have been originally established to watch and . 
protect the rights of the people at large, were 
always appointed from among the Spartans only. 

And it seems probable that, after the conclusion 
of the Peloponnesian war, when, through the vast 
acquisition of power made by Lacedaemon, new 
and great temptations offered for coveting high 
office, while at the same time the services of the 
body of the people were less necessary to those 
in authority, the Spartans, or peers, began to set 
a wider distinction between themselves and others, 

to 

known of servile origin, were admitted, as Barthelemi pre- 
tends, (c. 42. p. 103, voL 4. ed. 8®.) to the first honors of the 
state. I’he attention with which Barthelemi has studied the 
able writers of the republican times, should have sufficed to 
make him distrust the assertion of so late an author as ^Elian, 
made also in not the clearest terms, that Callicraiidas, 
Gylippus, and Lysander, were of neodamode families. It 
very sufficiently appears, from the cotemporary writers, that 
none such could, in their age, arrive at the high stations 
which they filled. Tho occasion has occurred to mention 
the matter in a former note, (ch. 20. sect. 2. note 3.) yet as 
Barthelemi's authority is esteemed high, it may not be super- 
fluous to add here some observations. Herodotus has com- 
memorated the first strangers, known to have been admitted 
to the privileges of Spartans; and it was not forty years 
^ter, that Cleandridas, father of Gylippus, occupied the 
exulted office of regent. Gylippus himself was chosen for 
the Sicilian command, not more for bis abilities, than for his 
rank. His known dignity of Spartan blood, was the very 
circumstance proposed to 'induce the deference of the Sicilians 
to his authority ; and, for Lysander, Barthelemi himself has 
in another place taken the account of Plutarch, who says he 
was of a Heracleid family. (Anach. v. 4. p. 285.) Barthe- 
lemi is in general little careful to distinguish the different 
practices of distant ages, when the Grecian cities wore in 
widely different circumstances ; and he quotes, with far too 
much indifference, the highest and the lowest authorities, 
Thucydides, Xenophon, or Isocrates, and Hesychius, Julius 
Pollux, or Suidas. 
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c H A p. to assume authority with less reserve, and exercise 
it with less discretion. 

Agesilaus had not been a year on the throne, 
when the invidious distinctions, which had been 
growing in the Lacedaimonian state, and the 
impolitic conduct of those peculiarly called 
Spartans, gave rise to a plot for a complete 
change of government, for the accomplishment 
of which, kings, ephors, and senate, were to be 
assassinated. The leader, Cinadon, w'as a young 
man, already placed, by birth and talents, above 
the crowd, and indignant to be excluded, by 
arbitrary distinctions, from tlie possibility of still 
advancing himself. To ingage those of his own 
' rank in his views, it was his practice to desire 
them to count the Spartans in the full agora. 
They would be, beside the kings, the ephors, and 
the senate, perhaps forty, while the Lacedasmo- 
nians ruled by these, and denied the means of 
admission to high office, were more than four 
thousand. He desired them then to advert to 
the state of the towns and villages of Laconia ; 

xenoph. and in each they would hnd one master, and 

JIaie. many friends: apparently meaning one Spartan 
magistrate, with many Laconians, like themselves, 
excluded from Spartan honors. All the Helots, 
all the newly-admitted citizens, the lower people 
of the capital, and the people of the provincial 
towns universally, he proceeded, would be of 
their party; for all diese, it was known, whenever 
the subject occurred in conversation, were unable 
to conceal their detestation of the Spartans. 


This 
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This conspiracy being indicated by one of the 
associates, the ephors were so doubtful of the 
disposition of the people of Sparta itself, that 
they feared to apprehenil Cinadon there : they 
feared to summon even the lesser assembly. Con- 
sulting only with some of the senators, they sent 
Cinadon, on pretence of public service, with a 
small command, to the frontiers. There he w'as 
arrested, and the names of his principal accom- 
plices being drawn from him, their persons were 
secured, before any discovery was suspected. 
Cinadon, being questioned what was his object 
in the plot, answered, ‘ Not to be inferior to 
‘ others in Lacedaemon.’ He was executed, 
together with his principal accomplices, wdth 
torture and public ignominy. Sedition was thus 
daunted, and the Spartans, or peers, retained 
the injoyment of their exclusive privileges. The 
means of Xenophon, through his intimacy with 
Agesilaus and many other Spartans of high rank, 
to obtain a knowlege of these circumstances, give 
an authenticity to his detail of them, which, in 
the scantiness of our information concerning the 
interior transactions of Sparta, make it highly 
valuable. 


SECT. 

11 . 

XelTmT 

1. 3. c. 3. 
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SECTION III. 

Lacedemonian government of Subject-allies* Insult from Thebes, 

War renewed with Persia, First Campain of Agesilaus in 
Asia, Preparations for the second Campain, Battle of the 
Pactolus, Death of Tissaphernes. Weakness of the 
Persian Government, 

Domestic disturbance was thus fortunately ob- sect. 
viated, Avhen very serious alarm arose from a , 

.VOL. V. B B forein 
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CHAP, forein quarter. A Syracusan, named Herodas, 
XXIV. arrived at Lacedaemon from Phenicia, with intel- 
K.C. 397. ligence of great preparations in the ports of that 
Xcnop!,.' country. Many triremes were equipping, many 
” 4 . L'i.‘ building, many arriving from other maritime 
provinces of the Persian empire. Rumor went 
that a fleet of three hundred was to be formed ; 
where to be employed nobody knew ; but, among 
orders coming from various great officers, some 
were from Tissaphernes : whence suspicion arose, 
that Greece, or some of the Grecian settlements, 
were in view. Herodas, whom mercantile business 
only had led to Phenicia, anxious to communicate 
intelligence probably so important to the common 
welfare of the Greek nation, had taken his de- 
parture in the first ship. 

This communication made much impression at 
Lacedmmon. No assurance had been received, 
that the treaty, concluded w'ith Tissaphernes by 
Dercyllidas, had been ratified by the king, or 
would be ratified. Indeed it could not be sup- 
posed very acceptable to him or to his council ; 
and the aatrap’s faithlessness had been abundantly 
experienced. There was therefore ample reason 
to apprehend, that the Greek nation, and espe- 
cially the Asiatic colonies, were the objects of the 
great armament preparing in the Phenician ports. 
For the colonies the danger was the greater, 
because, since the departure of Dercyllidas, all 
there had gone into disorder. Immediately on 
the conclusion of the Peloponnesian w'ar, de- 
mocratical government had been everywhere 
abolished by Lysander, who established, in every 
3 city, 



ASIAN GREEK CITIES IN DANGER. 371 

city, a council of only ten men, in whose hands he 
placed the supreme authority. If intire credit 
should be given to the invective of Athenian 
orators, it was a most oppressive and degrading 
tyranny that was universally exercised by those 
oligarchies. Some exaggeration in their pictures, 
however, we may reasonably suppose; and yet 
the tenor of Grecian' history, and many facts 
reported by Xenophon, too well warrant the belief 
that, under such governments, unless when power 
committed to the liberality of a Dercyilidas con- 
trolled them, oppression, and gross oppression, 
would be not uncommon. The Spartan admini- 
stration nevertheless did not refuse attention to 


SECT. 

HI. 


the complaints of the people. Tlieir measures 
show indeed more liberality than "wisdom. Hastily 
undertaking to legislate for a country with which 
they were unacquainted, they directed everywhere 
the abolition of the Council of Ten, and, in general Xenoph. 

, , i. , , . r . Hcl. 1. 3 . 

terms, the restoration of the old constitution, c.4. ». a.r. 
Every city was at once torn by the utmost violence 
of faction. Democracy, such as it had subsisted 
under the supremacy of Athens, was nowhere com- 
pletely restored, but universal anarchy insued. 

Confusion thus pervading the subject states, 
and apprehension of an enemy, so powerful as 
the Persian empire, agitating Lacedtemon, a con- 
gress of the confederacy was summoned. Hostilities 
had of late years been frequent with one or other 
of the bordering satraps ; but it was Jong since 
the force of the Persian empire, united under the 
direction of its head, had been exerted against 
Greece, always divided within itself. These were 
B B 3 circumstances 
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CHAP, circumstances in which such a man as Lysander 
‘ would come forward advantageously. Taking a 
leading part in debate, he w'as successful in his 
endevors to obviate alarm. ‘ Of the superiority 
‘ of the Greeks by sea,’ he said, ‘ there could be 
‘ no reasonable doubt ; and, of what they were 
‘ capable by land, against the Persian empire, the 
‘ late return of the Cyreian army very sufficiently 
‘ demonstrated. With regard to the disturbances 
* among the Asian Greek cities, it was obvious, 

‘ that a reversal of the measures, which had 
‘ occasioned the present confusion, would of 
‘ course restore the former order. He could not 
‘ hesitate therefore to declare his opinion, that 
‘ the large part of the Greek nation there, looking 
‘ to Lacedaemon for protection, and, for the sake 
‘ of protection, readily admitting her supremacy, 

‘ a kind of outwork necessary to the security of 
‘ Greece itself, ought to be protected.’ Since 
Leotychidas, who, with Xantliippus father of 
Pericles, defeated the army of Xerxes at JVfycale, 
a Spartsm king had never crossed the iEgean. 
Agesilaus, incited by Lysander, now offered him- 
self for tile command. He required only thirty 
Spartans, with two thousand neodamode Lace- 
daemonians, and six thousand heavy-armed of the 
allies. His offer incouraged the assembly ; the 
expedition was voted, and troops precisely as the 
king desired. 

Xenophon reports of Agesilaus, that, by court- 
ing equally ephors, senate, and people, and 
seeming always anxious to defer to their authority, 
he obtained a more commanding influence, and 


more 
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more real power, than any of his predecessors for sect. 
a long time had injoyed. It seems to have been . 
in pursuance of this policy that he desired the 
attendance of thirty Spartans. Ten we have seen 
appointed to attend Agis, in an expedition against 
the Argians, as a controling council ; and this check 
upon the military authority of the kings, once 
established, would not be readily remitted. By 
desiring thirty instead of ten, Agesilaus seemed to 
pay a compliment to the body of the peers, while 
he really diminished the consequence of each indi- 
vidual of his council, and perhaps made it easier 
for himself to rule the whole. 

lie was not equally happy in his speculations in 
forein as in domestic politics, or perhaps he neg- 
lected them. An occurrence of a strange nature, 
far from clearly accounted for by the cotemporary 
historian his friend, foreboded ill to the peace of 
Greece, while he imbarked for Asia. Gersestus 
in Euba;a was the appointed port, where the 
troops were to assemble. In his way thither, 
attended by a small escort only, he went to the 
port of Aulis in Boeotia ; and, on account of the 
fame of that place for the sacrifice of Agamemnon, 
and the departure of the united forces of Greece 
for the Trojan war, he made a point of sacrificing 
there. He was already in the middle of the 
ceremony, when the Boeotarcs, at the head of a 
considerable force of horse, interfered, rudely 
scattered the offering from the altar, and peremp- 
torily forbad the sacrifice. Agesilaus, surprized 
and incensed, but unable to resist, imprecated the 
vengeance of the gods upon the Boeotians, for the 
BBS impious 
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impious violence. Possibly the Boeotians may 
have esteemed the attempt of the Spartan king an 
impious intrusion. Evidently he had been deficient 
in precaution, and they appear to have been brutal, 
either in insult or in resentment. In the moment 
nothing seems to have followed : Agesilaus pro- 
ceeded to Gerajstus, whence he conducted his 
armament safely to Ephesus : but the remoter con- 
sequences were, as we shall see, deeply unfortunate, 
to Bocotia and to Lacedtemon. 

'Ihe arrival of the Spartan king, with a Grecian 
army, in Asia, could not but alarm the satraps 
there. Tissaphernes sent a deputation to inquire 
the cause of a measure, which so strongly implied 
a disposition not to abide by the treaty concluded 
with Dercyllidas. Agesilaus replied, that his 
purpose w-as not to disturb the peace of the king 

of 


Wc are frequently missing, in Xenophon, the convenient 
accuracy of Thucydides in marking times and seasons ; and 
Dodwell has not been fortunate in his endevors to explain 
the difficulties, occurring about the period of the commands 
of Dercyllidas and* Agesilaus. In assigning tlie arrival of 
Agesilaus in Asia to the conclusion of the year B. C. 396, he 
says, — Hoc nempe arct^ cohseret cum historic Dercyllidae. 
It certainly does not cohere. Under the administration of 
Dercyillidas, the Asian Greek cities singularly florished in peace 
and concord. (Xen. Hel. 1 . 3. c. 2. s. 7 & 9.) But, before 
the expedition of Agesilaus was thought of, all was already 
confusion there, through the removal of the Councils of Ten, 
(c. 4. s. 2 & 7,) Dodwell seems totally to have overlooked 
this latter circumstance ; and so has attributed the congress 
at Spaita, which decreed the expedition of Agesilaus, to the 
same year B. C. 397, to which he has given the progress of 
Dercyllidas and of the Spartan ministers through the Asiatic 
cities, when they were found so peaceful and florishing. 
Having then attributed the resolution taken in Greece, for 
war with Asia under Agesilaus, to the year 397, he attributes 
the treaty of peace made by Dercyllidas to the following 
year B. C. 396, and the arrival of Agesilaus in Asia to the 

conclusion 
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of Persia's dominions, but only to assure the 
independency of the Grecian cities in Asia. Tissa- 
phernes answered, that he was himself still desirous 
of peace, upon the terms already settled ; nor did 
he suppose the king averse ; and he therefore 
desired time to send to Susa, before any hostilities 
should take place. Agesilaus, who seems not to 
ha\% been commissioned by the Spartan govern- 
ment for any purpose of conquest, but only to 
inforce the honorable terms of peace already 
concluded upon, acceded to the satrap’s proposal. 
Dercyllidas, who was among his officers, was sent 
with two others to the satrap’s court, and a truce 
was concluded for three months. Tissaphernes, 
wholly unscrupulous, had no sooner sworn to the 
treaty, than he took measures for hastening the 
arrival of troops, which might inablehim to break it. 
This became known to Agesilaus, who nevertheless 
resolved to abide strictly by the compact made. 

Among the thirty Spartans, who attended 
Agesilaus, was his friend Lysander. Agesilaus 
himself was yet little known among the Asian 
Greeks. The reputation therefore of Lysander, 

high. 


SECT. 
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Xen-Ild. 
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I. 3 . c. 4 . 
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eonclusion of the same year 396. Here, evidently, all is not 
consistent. I have however been unable, with the leisure I 
could give to the subject, and perhaps should be unable at 
any rate, to accommodate the dates of these transactions 
perfectly to oneanother, and to preceding and following events; 
and I have therefore thought it best, with this admonition 
to the reader, generally to give Dodwell's dates in the margin. 
The reader best acquainted with his labors, will probably be 
most ready to excuse my failure, in the investigation of a 
labyrinth, in which his learning, ingenuity, and diligence, 
directed to that as his principal object, have been be- 
wildered. 


B B 4 
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CHAP, high, while he held command among them, and 
. . since so greatly increased by the concjuest of 

Xeiiopii. Athens, drew the attention of all. The violence 
ql 4 » 7 & of party, and the disordered state of the govcrn- 
Piai.Ai;es. ments, giivc occasion for various representation, 
remonstrance, solicitation, and intrigue. All were 
anxious to obtain the interest of Lysander with the 
king ; and such was the consequent attendeiice 
upon him, that it appeared, says the historian, as 
if Lysander had been king, and Agesilaus a private 
person. 

Xcnoph. The umbrage likely to be taken, at a superiority 
^**4. 1. 8 ic ®o pointedly attributed to him, w'as first maiiifested 
I’lut. Ages, [jy his collegues of the Thirty ; satisfied with 
their situation of counsellors to the king, but ill 
bearing to be" considered as attendants upon one 
of their own body. At their instigation at length, 
Agesilaus began to show his dissatisfaction, by 
constantly denying the suits of those who came 
recommended by Lysander. Whether that officer 
had before been unbecomingly assuming, does not 
appear ; but the affront, now put upon him, he 
bore with becoming moderation. Gently dismiss- 
ing the crow'd of followers, who used officiously to 
attend him, he told all who solicited his interest, that 
his interference would only injure their cause. With 
xenoph. the united respect and frankness, due to a king 
c. '4. a'. V. ® friend, he then opened himself to Agesilaus ; 

expressed his regret that he could no longer be 
useful in his present situation ; requested that he 
might be sent on any duty, where he might equally 
s. 10. avoid giving umbrage and incurring disgrace; and 

promised 
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promised that, to the best of his ability, it should sect. 
be faithfully performed. . , 

Agesilaus did not deny this petition ; and 
Lysander, [)eing sent to take the I lellcspontine 
command, found an early opportunity to do a 
service highly acceptable to him. Spithridates, 
a Persian of rank, thought himself injured by 
Pharnabazus. The bpnd of connection between 
the government of Susa and the great men of the 
distant provinces, lax before the expedition of 
Cyrus, had been still weakened by that event. 

The address of Lysander therefore sufficed to 
persuade Spithridates to renounce a government 
which gave no security to its faithful servants, 
and pass over to the Greeks with his family and 
effects, and two hundred horse under his com- 
mand. Leaving these under the protection of 
Lysander in Cyzicus, Spithridates proceeded, with 
his eldest son only, to wait upon Agesilaus in 
Ionia. The visit was, on many accounts, highly 
gratifying to that prince, and, among other things, 
for the information gained concerning the country 
under the government of Pharnabazus. 

Tissaphernes only waited to be assured of the Xenoph. 
approach of the troops, particularly cavalry, which c. 4.’s! li. 
he expected from the interior provinces, and then 
sent a declaration to Agesilaus, ‘ that unless the 
‘ Europeiin forces were immediately withdrawn 
‘ from Asia, he and all who adhered to him, must 
‘ expect the vengeance of the great king.' Not Xenoph. 
only the deputies from the Asiatic cities were & Agesii 
alarmed, but the officers of the army, and even 
the Lacedasmonians, could not without uneasiness 

compare 
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CHAP, compare the smaUne.ss of their force witli the 
. XXIV. numbers reported of the enemy. Agesilaus how- 
ever was not unprepared for this demonstration 
of the satra|)’s falsehood. Receiving the com- 
munication with cheerfulness, he bad the Persian 
ministers tell their master, ‘ that he thanked him 
‘ for making the gods, avengers of perjury, ene- 
‘ mies to the Persian and friends to the Grecian 
‘ cause.’ Instantly he dispatched notices for the 
Ionian, Ai^olian, and Hellespontine forces to join 
him; issued orders for the troops with him to 
prepare for marching; and to indicate that he 
meant not to await attack, but to carry the war 
where he knew the satrap’s interested feelings 
would be most vulnerable, he sent requisitions for 
the towns on the way to Caria to prepare markets 
for the army. 

Xenoph. Tissaphemes, informed of these dispositions 
c!*i ik directed his measures, not to the prosecution of 
the great interests of the empire, but to the pre- 
servation of his own large property in Caria. 
That mountainous province being unlit for the 
action of horse, he sent thither almost the whole 
of his infantry. Descending then with his 
numerous cavalry into the vale of the Mseander, 
he hoped, with that alone, to trample in dust the 
Grecian army, before it could reach the high- 
lands. Agesilaus was aware that, in the plain, 
he must suffer in contest with the Persian horse. 
As soon therefore as he . was assured that his 
feint had fixed the attention of the satrap to the 
southward, he directed his own march die contrary 
s. 30. way. Thus he joined, more readily, and without 

opposition, 
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opposition, the forces from the northern colonies, sect. 
among whom were the Cyreian troops; and 
falling, wholly unexpected, upon the satrapy of 
Pharnabazus, the country was plundered without 
tesistance, the towns yielded as he approached, 
and he inriched his army with a very great booty. 
Incouraged thus, he approached Dascylium, the 
satrap’s residence ; but there he experienced how 
formidable the Persian cavalry were still capable 
of being. His small force of horse, preceding 
the march of the infantry, met nearly an equal 
force of the enemy’s horse. Immediately the 
Greeks formed in line, four deep. Unlike the 
desultory manner of the modern Asiatics, the 
Persians charged in column, only twelve in front. 

Every Grecian lance opposed to them was broken ; 
and twelve men, with two horses, were instantly xenoph. 
slain. The Greeks so felt their inferiority, that 
they immediately retreated. Fortunately the 
heavy-armed, under Agesilaus, were near enough 
to give them security. Modern tacticians generally 
hold the charge of cavalry in column absurd. The 
fact only is here given as it is related by tlie 
soldier-historian. The account however, it should 
be observed, is among the numerous instances 
of candid confession, which intitle Xenophon to 
our credit when he relates the successes of the 
Greeks, and diminish, tho certainly they cannot 
intirely remove, our regret, that we have no Persian 
accounts to confront with the Grecian. 

Agesilaus, prudent as brave, saw quickly what >. i5. 
was to be done. On the morrow after the action 
of the cavalry, the entrails of the victims in the 

sacrifice 
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CHAP, sacrifice were found imperfect. This passed for 

. - an admonition from the gods to proceed no 

farther, and Agesilaus immediately directed his 
march hack toward the coast ; aware, says the 
historian, in phrase pretty strongly implying that 
the omen had been preconcerted, of the impossi- 
bility of acting in the plains without a sufficient 
force of horse. Fortunately winter was approach- 
ing, when annoyance to the (irecian territories, 
from the enemy’s powerful cavalry, was less to 
be apprehended. 

Against the insuing campain, Agesilaus took 
measures for being better provided. Requisitions 
were sent for the wealthy, in every Grecian city 
of Asia, to prepare themselves for that service 
which the Grecian political institutions imposed, 
at the same time, as an honor and a tax. Those 
requisitions, were however accompanied with 
notice, that instead of personal attendance, able 
substitutes, well mounted and well armed, woulil 
be accepted ; and the levies w'ere completed, says 
Xenophon, with a diligence and dispatch, as if 
every noble and wealthy Ionian thought he was 
hiring a man to die for him. 

Xinoph. Early in spring, Agesilaus assembled his whole 

^4! 's.i 6 . Ephesus, and there bestowed an attention, 

B C.394. more than was usual among the generals of that 

01 96 2 00 

age, in preparing his troops for service. Com- 
monly among the Greeks, the soldier’s arms were 
what his means inabled, or his zeal in the cause 
and regard for his own safety, induced him to 
procure ; his discipline was what the institutions 
of his commonwealth required of all its subjects ; 

occasionally 
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occasionally improved, through the same motives sect. 
which excited care in the choice of arms. The . 
man unprovided with the armour and unacquainted 
with the discipline of the lieavy-armed, was cast 
among the ignobler crowd of the light-armed : his 
pay, if any, was inferior ; he had no allowance for 
a servant ; if a prisoner he was neglected ; if 
killed, unnumbered.' Hut, serving among the 
heavy-armed, in proportion as his armour was 
imperfect, and his personal skill delicient, his 
danger in action was greater. Agesilaus however 
would not trust the service of his country, arid his 
own gloiy, to the various effect of such considem- 
tions upon the various tempers of men. Heavy- 
armed, middle-armed, bowmen, and cavalry, were 
all severally called out to exercise : emulation u'as 
excited by the institution of prizes for those who 
excelled ; arms were examined ; artizans and 
traders were invited and incouraged ; the agora Xenoph. 
of Ephesus was crowded with horses, and warlike c!4. i. ir. 
implements of every kind ; and the city, says the 
soldier-historian who was present, seemed a labo- 
ratory of M'ar”. 

Amid these military cares, the attention of 
Agesilaus to acts of reli^on contributed to infuse, 
at the same time, confidence and a spirit of order 
among his troops. It was his common practice s. is. 
to lead the way, from the field of exercise to the 
temple of Diana ; where those, who had gained 
prizes, offered their chaplets, the honorary part 
of their reward, to the goddess. * And what,’ 
proceeds the historian, ‘ may not be hoped from 
‘ an army, dutifiil to the gods, diligent in military 
• exercises, and zealous in subordination ? ’ 

. '* nfAtpuv ifyarvpmi- Another • 
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CHAP. Another measure of the Spartan prince tt) 
. excite confidence among his troops, consonant as 

doubtless it was to the manners esteemed best in 
that age, and accordingly mentioned by Xenophon, 
not only without reprobation, but among things 
praiseworthy, will be otherwise thought of by the 
better-taught humanity of modern times. Among 
Xenopti. the prisoners at Ephesus, taken in the Persian 
c!4.1. i 9. provinces, by those freebooters who, in the de- 
ie Agejii. ficiency of law and government, made their live- 
lihood by such violences’*, were some of wealthy 
families and higher rank ; accustomed, says the 
historian, to ride in carriages, and unaccustomed 
to toil. These Agesilaus ordered to be exposed 
naked, for public sale by the common crier. Un- 
practised in those naked exercises, in which the 
bodies of men of all ranks among the Greeks 
became imbroAvned, their skins were white, their 
limbs delicate, they appeared incapable of activity 
or labor, and the Greek soldiers drew the con- 
clusion, that they should have no more to appre- 
hend in battle, from such men, than from so 


many women. 

xenoph. According to the usual rotation in the Lace- 
dsemonian service, when the first year of the 

B.C.394. command of Agesilaus was cmnpleted, Lysander 
and the rest of the Thirty returned home, and 
were succeeded in their situation by an equal 
number of other Spartans. Among these the 
king was to distribute the commands under him 
at his discretion. The cavalry accordingly he 
committed to Xenocles ; the Lacedsemonian 
heodaraodes to Scythes ; to Herippidas, *the 
Cyreians ; and the Asian preeks to Migdon. He 

• ’* «■£» Aigr«> i^ioxafiirovc. then 
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then notified his intention to march directly into sect. 
the richest of the enemy’s country, in defence . 
of which the utmost exertion was to be expected, 
and he therefore admonished all to be prepared 
in body and mind accordingly. 

The wily yet weak Tissaphernes was again 
deceived through his very fear of deception., c. 4 . s. 21 
Being informed of *the notice given in public 
orders by the Spartan king, he thought it a feint, 
like that of the former year; and, supposing 
Caria so much more certainly now the real as it 
was less the pretended object, he again sent his 
infantry thither, and again incamped with his 
formidable cavalry in the vale of Majander. 
Agesilaus, in precise conformity to his declared 
intention, marched into the Sardian territory, and, 
three days unopposed, his army collected plunder 
on all sides. 


On the fourth day, the followers of the Grecian is. 
camp were dispersed for booty, about the rich 
banks of the Pactolus, when a body of Persian 
cavalry suddenly came upon them, and killed 
several. Agesilaus ordering his horse to their 
relief^ the whole Persian army appeared, forming 
in order of battle. The ground was not favor- 
able for ingaging so superior a body of cavalry ; 
but the whole Grecian force was collected, and 
the Persian infantry absent. Agesilaus therefore 
resolved to use the opportunity. He ordered * 
his horse, with assurance of being supported, to 
charge: he commanded his middle-armed to 
follow running; and he led his phalanx with a 
brisk yet steddy pace after them. The Persians ». sl 

repelled 
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CHAP, repelled'* the Grecian cavalry; but the sight of 
the middle-armed, followed by the formidable 
array of the phalanx, dismayed them ; they 
turned, and presently fled. Some, intangled in 
the course of the Pactolus, were killed or made 
prisoners. Against the rest the pursuit of the 
Greeks was little destructive: but it gave them 
possession of the Persian camp. The middle- 
armed, as would be likely, says the historian, 
immediately fell to plunder. But Agesilaus dis- 
appointed their rapacity, by surrounding the camp 
with his more regular troops ; and, inclosing thus 
together friends and foes, he insured the just 
distribution of a very great booty. Many camels, 
an animal then little known in Greece, being 
carried thither by Agesilaus in his return, were 
much noticed amongthe trophies that distinguished 
this victory. 

Xenoph. Intelligence of the event excited great alarm 
i' 'll. 2.1. Sardis, and vehement complaint against the 
«c Age.ii. satrap ; who was in his palace there when the 
misfortune happened, which his presence with the 
army, and the animation he might have infused 
by sharing its dangers, it was held, ought to have 
prevented. The alarm was quickly inhanced, and 
the complaint sharpened, by the appearance of 
the Grecian army before the walls, and by the 
plunder and destruction of everything around. 
Xeii. Ages. The Spartan king endevored to increase the 
disorder, by a proclamation, declaring himself the 
friend and protector of freedom, ready to contest 

in 

*’ ^ much, I think, is implied in the word iJi'larre, used 
both in the Hellenics and in the Agesilaus. 
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in arms the right of any who claimed to hold 
Asia in subjection. It does not appear that any 
important desertion followed : but great alarm 
was communicated, even to the distant court of 
Persia ; insomuch that the ruin of Tissaphernes 
was in consequence resolved upon. According 
to the manner nearly of the Turkish empire at 
this day, Tithraustes ca'me to Sardis, commissioned 
from the king, at the same time to supersede and 
to behead him. Such was the end of that worth- 


SECT. 

in. 


less satrap ; who, in a long course of years, had 
such various transactions with the Greeks. His 


sovereins, and their subjects committed to his 
government, both had undoubtedly enough to 
complain of him ; yet, as far as the Greeks were 
interested in his character, his weakness and 
cowardice seem to have been more beneficial to 
them than his profligacy was injurious 

The first act of the government of Tithraustes, 
after the execution of his predecessor, marks a 
weakness in the Persian empire, which, notwith- 
standing the many instances that have occurred, 
still appears surprizing. When, in the distant 
provinces, private interest or private animosity 
led the late satrap to measures directly opposite to 
what the service of his soverein required, we see 

only 

** Comelius Nepos, in his life of Conon, says that Tissa 
pfaemes rebelled, and that his death was the just punishment 
for that crime : but the biographer abounds with instances 
of carelessness, and of a deficient judgemrat, which led him 
sometimes, even in contradiction to the best authorities, to 
report utter improbabilities. Indeed many of the lives 
ascribed to him bear much the appearance of juvenile exer- 
cises ; the works of a youth of talents, in a course of Greek 
reading, practising Latin composition. 

VOL. V. *C C • 
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CHAP, only a common consequence of weak government, 

. But the new viceroy came immediately com- 
missioned from the supreme council of the empire, 
and yet did not come to revenge the injuries of 
the Persian subjects, or repair the disgraces of 
the Persian arms, suffered in the invasion of the 
empire, by the forces of a little distant republic. 
He entered immediately into negotiation with 
Agesilaus ; rather apologized for passed measures, 
laying the blame upon his predecessor : observed 
that justice was now executed upon that worthless 
officer ; and protested that the king his master 
desired no other than that the Grecian cities 
in Asia should be free ; paying the antient tribute 
or rent for their lands, which had always been 
confessedly held of his empire ; and that, upon 
these conditions only, ho expected that, the 
European troops should be withdrawn. Agesilaus 
.professed himself willing to treat, but without 
authority to conclude. Tithraustes desired that 
authority might be sent for, and, in the meantime, 
that hostilities against his satrapy at least might 
cease ; ‘ Consider Phamabazus,’ he said, ‘ still 
‘ as your enemy ; and invade his territory ; but 
‘ for myself, I have a fair claim to be treated as 
‘ the friend of. the Greeks, having done them 
‘ justice against him, who was the principal author 
* of their wrongs.’ This was submissive language 
from the lieutenant of the great king. What 
followed^ however, still more marks the conscious- 
ness of utter inability, in the administration of the 
empire, to extend, .from the capital to the distant 
provinces, the energy necessary to hold all united 


m 
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in just obedience and under due protection, sect. 
Agesilaus did not scruple to require, as the price . 
of truce with one satrapy, to be paid the expence 
of carrying war into another ; and to this strange 
proposal the new satrap acceded : thirty talents, 
above six thousand pounds sterling, were paid, 
expressly to defray the expence of the Grecian 
army's march into tlie Bithynian satrapy Ex* 
amples of a policy something similar perhaps may 
be found in the modern history of Turkey. Of 
the fact however we cannot reasonably doubt ; 
for Xenophon, holding his command in the Cy- 
reian troops, and intimate with Agesilaus, was in 
a situation certainly to know what he related ; 
and his zeal for the glory of his friend and patron 
would not lead him, designedly, to exaggerate the 
satrap’s folly, or the weakness of the Persian 
empire. 

The views of Agesilaus, in the early part of his 
command, appear to have been moderate. He 
would have been contented with the glory of giving 
independency to the Greeks of Asia, and peace 
to those of Europe. But experience of the ease 
with which greater advantages, and higher fame, 
might be acquired, seems to have excited his 
ambition. Possibly however he may have found 
good reason to believe, that moderation was not 
so safe, as on a transient view it might appear. 

He may have thought, and perhaps justly, that 
there could be no security for peace, but in the 

enemy’s 

The satrapy of Pharnabazus was variously called, the 
Bithynian, the Phrygian, the Hellespontine, or of Dascylis 
or Dascylium, the satrap's principal residence. 

, C C* 2 
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CHAP, enemy’s inability to make successful war. Possibly 
. . he may have known some «ause, not likely to be 

lasting, for the new satrap’s submissive conduct, 
apparently so unbecoming the officer of a great 
empire in so great a command ; and he may have 
been influenced by the consideration, that, if 
Tithraustes was not as faithless as Tissaphernes, 
an early successor might be so. Meanwhile the 
success of his friends at home, in managing his 
political interests, was an incouragement to follow 
Xenoph. the path of ambition. A commission arrived, put- 
c! 4. s! 26. the fleet under his command, equally with the 
landforces, and authorizing him to appoint the 
admiral. He proceeded immediately to use this 
new power, with a view not to peace, unless as it 
might follow farther success in war. He com- 
municated to all the towns of the coast and Hands 
his wish to have his naval force increased : leaving 
it to themselves to decide what ships they would 
add to their squadrons. Agesilaus was popular ; 
the war was popular; to many it had been lu- 
crative ; and, the zeal of wealthy individuals vying 
with that of communities, the fleet was strength- 
ened with a hundred and twenty new triremes. 
In the appointment of his admiral, Agesilaps 
allowed his partiality for friend and relation to 
lead him to injudicious choice. Superseding 
Pharax, who had done considerable services, he 
committed the important command to Peisander, 
his queen’s brother ; a man of approved courage 
and 6 lear honor, but unversed in naval affairs. 
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SECTION IV. 


Miasion of Timocrates into Greece from the Satrap of Lydia : 
Briber]! ^he Democratical Leaders in the Grecian 
Republics : Enmity excited against Lacedcttnon : War between 
Phocis and Locris, leading to War between Lacedcemon and 
Thebes: Athens gained tq 'the Theban Alliance: Invasion of 
Beeotia: Death of Lysander : Prosecution and Flight of 
Pausanias, King of Lacedaemon, 


These preparations, demonstrating that the La- sect. 
cedaemonian king had neither peace, nor any little . . 

object, in view, alarmed Tithraustes. The military 
of the Persian empire was weak, but its w’ealth Xenoph. 

I ^ H(*l i 3 

was still powerful. Means to be informed of the c. b. 1! 
state of Greece, of the dissensions among its little 
republics, one with another and each within itself, 
of the violence of party in all, and, what was most 
important, of the extensive dislike to the Lace- 
daemonian supremacy, and the growing jealousy 
of the Lacedaemonian power, were open to the 
satrap. A Persian, versed enough in Grecian 
politics and Grecian manners, to manage an in- 
triguing negotiation among the Grecian republics, 
was probably not to be found. Tithraustes there- 
fore employed a Greek, Timocrates of Rhodes. 

The general purpose of his mission was to con- 
ciliate, to the Persian interest, the leading men of 
every republic where he could find opportunity, 
and excite them to active naeasures against Lace- 
daemon ; directing his view particularly to those 
cities, where aversion toward Lacedaemon was - 
known most to prevail. Among means, bribery 
c c 3 . was 
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CHAP, was much depended upon ; a political engine even 
. . then of great efficacy, tho it had not, as our moral 

poet has observed, that facility of operation which 
modern .refinements in commerce have given it. 
Paper-credit was unknown : Timocrates was ne- 
cessarily to be incumbered with gold**. In the 
poverty of the Grecian republics however, about 
twelve thousand pounds sterling, ably and faith- 
fully distributed, was sufficient to make a great 
change in the political face of the country’*. 
Xenophon has not scrupled to name the party- 
leaders, in Thebes, Corinth, and Argos, who 
Xenopii. partook of it. The Athenians, if we may trust 
05! i'. J his impartiality in speaking of his fellowcountry- 
men, clear of that baseness, were led only by 
ambition, and the hope of recovering their lost 
preeminence in Greece, to desire a confederacy 
against Lacedaemon. 

Ibid. But, whatever the operations of secret intrigue 

might be, the result became quickly evident.- The 
general assemblies in the several cities resounded 

. with 

" Blest paper-credit ! last and best supply ! 

That lends Corruption lighter wings to fly ! 

Gold, imp’d by thee, can compass hardest tilings; 

Can pocket states, can fetch and carry kings ; 

A single leaf shall waft an army o’er, 

Or ship off senates to a distant shore ; 

A leaf, like Sybil’s, scatter to and fro 

Our fates and fortunes, as the winds shall blow : 

Pregnwt with thousands Site the scrap unseen, 

And, silent, sells a king or buys a queen. 

’ Pope’s Moral Essays, ep. 3. 

” Whether Xenophon was or was not exactly informed of 
the sum which Tintocrates brought and distributed, tho it is 
reasonable to suppose he had some good ground for his posi- 
tive assertion, he was however competent to judge whether 
the Sum he has named wsts probably -equal to the effect 
ascribed to it. . . • - 
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with invectives against Lacedaemonian tyranny. 
‘ Since the conclusion of the twenty-seven years 
‘ war,’ it was asked, ‘ and the overthrow of the 
‘ tyrannous dominion of Athens, what benefit has 
‘ accrued to Greece from the transfer of empire 
‘ to Lacedaemon ? Of what command, what honor, 
‘ what revenue, have the allies been allowed to 
' participate ? those allies who so zealously shared 
‘ all labors, all dangers, all expences ? On the 
‘ contrary, adding indignity to injury, have not 
' the Lacedaem^ans sent Helots,' with their title 
‘ of harmost, to govern Grecian republics, and 
‘ conducted themselves, in all respects, .as if they 
‘ claimed to be masters of their free confede- 


SECT. 
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‘ rates ? ’ The apprehensions, die indignation, and 
the animosity of the Many were thus extensively 
excited. But a pretence for hostility was yet 
wanting ; for the Lacedaemonian government, 
however its officers, or however itself might be c. 5. $. i 
occasionally oppressive, had scrupulously avoided 
any direct breach of those treaties, by which the 
Grecian republics were united under its supremacy. 

And it is to be observed that those called Helots, 
to whom forein command was committed, were 
not persons actually in the condition of slaves. 

They were indeed probably new citizens, those 
called neodaraodes, raised from the condition of 
slaves ; but of Grecian blood, as old and perhaps 
as pure as any in the country. This reproach 
how'ever would assist the general effect. But the 
Thebans were the ingenious politicians who de- 
vised the provocation, which actually led to a 
renewal of the miseries of a general war in 
c.c 4 Greece; 
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CHAP. Greece ; likely, through obvious circumstances, to 
. ■ superinduce general ruin, or universal subjection, 

tho the forein power then most formidable failed 
of the requisite energy, and it was beyond the 
ken of the clearest human foresight, to discover 
where the overwhelming might was at Icngtli to 
arise. 

Xenoph. The bordcrs of Phocis and the Opuntian 
c. b. ». s' Locris were in one part disputed Androcleidas, 
of those popular leaders in Thebes, whom 
Xenophon has. not scrupled to name as a partaker 
in the Persian gold, persuaded the Locrians ^o 
raise contributions on the doubtful land. The 
Phocians, precisely as Androcleidas expected 
and desired,’ immediately made reprisals. Tor 
this aggression, as the piarty affected to call it, 
against the allies of Thebes, it was then not 
difficult to excite the Theban multitude against 
the Phocians. Accordingly Phocis was invaded 
and plundered. Unable to contend with Thebes, 
and still more with Thebes and Locris united, the 
Phocians sent ministers to Lacedaemon, claiming 
that protection to which they were intitled, as 
members of the confederacy in which the . greater 
Xe«.Hci. part of Greece was united. The Spartans rejoiced 
isiejr! in the fair pretence, thus afforded, for repressing 
by arms the injurious insolence of Thebes. The 
success of Agesilaus against the Persian empire 

elated 

*Oi If raTf QiCaig Aote^ovg 

roig'OwovpTtovg ix rixat cotvlpK. 

^^ifAarm'nTisc'Mt^Tkebarue civitatis pnncipes — Locris Opuntiis 
persvadent ut ex agro inter Phocenses et Thebanos contrcrcerso 
pecunias pendent It is clear, from what follows in the 
next section, that this is ill translated : ieuHoTg means, not the 
Thebans, but the Locrians. 
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elated tliem ; no other commotion within Greece sect. 
interfered ; and the cause appeared so just, that . . 

they thought they might depend upon the willing 
support of the confederacy. War was accordingly 
resolved ; the forces of the confederacy were B. c. 394. 
summoned, and orders were issued for a Lace- 
da;monian army to march. 

Thebes being thus engaged in a contest very 
unequal, unless powerful support could be ob- 
tained, its leaders, little known by name in history, 
but evidently able daring men, possibly true to 
their party, but scrupulous of nothing for party- 
purposes, directed their view' to Athens. Tliey Xcnopii. 
knew' that a disposition hostile to Lacedaemon c.5. j.*. 
was extensive there; but they knew, moreover, 
that a warm sense of many and severe injuries, 
received from the Thebans, was also strongly 
impressed. Ministers were therefore sent, in- ,.8. 
structed to soothe, flatter, and incite the Athenians. 

Careless themselves of the general welfare of 
Greece, and believing that a majority in Athens 
would postpone it to the separate interest of their 
own city, or of their party, they held out the 
probability of gaining the alliance of the Persian 
king, now decidedly the enemy of Lacedaemon, 
which, they said, would insure success ; and they 
did not even scruple to propose the recovery of 
that dominion to Athens, which she had formerly 
held over so many Greciam states, as an object, 
which ought to decide the Athenians in their 
favor. Thrasybulus, it appears, . countenanced 
their measure ; which coincided with his interest 
as head of the democratical party in Athens ; 

• and 
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CHAP, probably he had his particular conmctioBs 
. . with the democratical leaders in Thebes. Under 

Xenopii, such circumstauces the proposal was carried, in 

Hel J F * * ^ 

0.5.19. the Athenian assembly, for joining in the war 
with Thebes against Lacedsmon. 

The interest of Lysander, still powerful at 
Sparta, is likely to have contributed to the reso- 
lution for war with Thebes. He was immediately 
appointed to an important command, for which 
the popularity of his character seems to have 
concurred, with the superiority of his abilities 
and experience, to render him peculiarly qualified. 
Going into Phocis, he assembled, according to 
his instructions, the Phocian, (Etsean, Heracleot, 
Malian, and dEnian forces. Marching directly 
to Orchomenus, where the supremacy affected 
by. Thebes was borne with reluctance, the gates, 
after short negotiation, were opened to him, as 
a protector, the vindicator of Boeotian freedom, 
s. 10,11. Strengthened then by the Orchomenian troops, 
he proceeded to Haliartus, where, according to 
a concerted plan, Pausanias king of Lacedsemon 
was to meet him on an appointed day, with the 
army from Peloponnesus. Pausanias failed him : 
he nevertheless approached the place; and ob- 
taining a conference with the leading people, 
would have prevailed, there as at Orchomenus, 
had not the exertions of some Thebans present, 
tho not without difficulty, prevented. 

IS. Informed of the loss of one city and the danger 

of another, th^ Thebans marched in haste against 
Lysander. . Whether that able general was sur- 
prized by thdr rapidity, or fais past successes led 

7 . • him 

1 • • 
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luin to confide too much in his own ability, in sect. 
the zeal and discipline of his troops, and in the . 
deficiency of the enemy, under the walls of 
Haiiartus, which he was preparing to assault, he 
was overpowered and killed. His army fled ; but 
quickly reaching die neighboring highlands, turned 
upon Ae pursuers, and with advantage of ground, 
and an artillery which that ground afforded, frag- 
ments of rock rolled dawn upon the compact 
body of the heavy-armed, while the heights gave 
superior effect also to other weapons, the enemy 
were at- length compelled to retreat, with con- 
siderable loss. 

The Thebans erected their trophy at that gate 
of Haiiartus, near which they had been conquerors 
and Lysander had fallen ; yet they were not a 
little dejected by the final event of the day. The 
morrow however showed how important the life 
of one man may be: Orchomenians, Malians, 
iEnians, Heracleots, (Etseans, and Phocians, tho 
victorious, having lost the leader who united all, 
and in whom all confidecj, hastened to their several 
homes, and the army was no more. Then the Xenopb. 
Thebans were again elated, and their success 
appeared important. But when, soon after, Pau- 
sanias arrived in their territory, with his power- 
ful army from Peloponnesus, alarm and dejec- 
tion anew pervaded them. The arrival of the 
Athenian forces, on the following day, restored 
animation; and when it was observed that the 
measures of Pausanias indicated no ability, no 
vigor, then security and presumption afresh' 
prevafled. 


It 



HISTORY 07 OREECK. 


396 

CHAP. It has been observed, upon some occasion in 
■ . modem times, that, when a commander desires 

to avoid fighting, he calls a council of war ; and 
this, in antient as in modern ages, might arise 
either from cowardice, or from a view to the 
interest of a party : nor would it, in apl^ent, any 
more than in modern ages, be always ; easy to 
ascertain which was the psevailing mtllive.- The 
business of recovering, for burial, the bodies of 
Lysander and those who fell with him, a rite 
which Grecian superstition made so important, 
Xenopiv necessarily ingaged the attention of Pausanias. 
e.d. s! i&. To consult whether a battle should be fought, or 
a truce solicited, not the polemarcs and locbages 
only, but all the pentecosters of the army were 
assembled. It was observed, that the army was 
s. 16. veiy deficient of the strength proposed ; Corinth 
had refused its troops, and the reinforcement 
expected with Lysander was dispersed ; • that the 
allies serving were not zealous in the cause ; that 
the enemy was very superior in cavalry ; and that 
even a victory would scarcely inable them to 
accomplish their purpose of recovering the bodies, 
lying within - reach of missile weapons from the 
towers of Haliartus. It was accordingly resolved 
«. 17. to solicit a truce. The Thebans, elated, refused 
to grant it, but upon condition that the army 
should immediately quit Boeotia. This humiliating 
condition was accepted, and then the dead were 
restored. Pausanias and those about him ap- 
peared satisfied; but, whatever might be their 
sentiments or their views, the army felt its dis- 
grace ; and the uneasiness was inhanced by the 
. • contumelious 
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■contumelious behavior of the Thebans, who, in 
attending its retreat, pursued with blows any who 
deviated from the strict line of the highway. 

The conduct of Pausanias would appear, at 
home, the more inexcusable, on being compared 
with that of ■ Lysander ; when it was observed 
what one did, in the command of a few troops 
of the northern allies', with what the other did 
not, at the head of a Peloponnesian army. Being 
capitally prosecuted, Pausanias fled to Tegea; 
and to avoid the consequence of the sentence, in 
his absence pronounced a^inst him, he passed 
his remaining days in banishment. 

We find attributed to Lysander, by the later 
antient writers, whom the modern have mostly 
followed, a conduct very different from that in- 
dicated by the cotemporary historian ; in forein 
command a revolting haughtiness, an injurious 
and selfish tyranny ; at home, a plot for a revo- 
lution, through which he proposed to become 
soverein of Lacedaemon and of all Greece. His 
influence, it is said, was exerted, and his intrigues 
directed, to procure a decree of the Lacedaemonians 
in general assembly, for abolishing the hereditary 
right to the throne in the posterity of Hercules, 
and laying open the succession to all Spartans, at 
the choice of the people; trusting in his own 
popularity for a certain preference. Considering 
the cotemporary historian's connection with 
Agesilaus and the family of Agesilaus, it must 
appear extraordinary that even the first imputa- 
tion, if founded, and most unaccountable that the 
latter, should wholly have escaped that historian’s 

• . notice. 
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CHAP, notice. In gathering the conduct and characters 
. of eminent men, from antient authors, , we find 
occasion continually to beware how far party- 
spirit may have directed the cotemporary, and 
a -deference to party- writers, the later pmis; and, 
fintunately, not seldom the result iteelf famishes 
assistance for detection. So here the sense, which 
the party in opposition to Lysander entertained, 
of his popularity at home, could hardly be more 
strongly shown, than by the imputation of such 
a purpose, as that ascribed to him, to be prose- 
cuted in such a manner, which clearly implies 
corroboration of Xenophon’s account of his 
popularity, both in Asia, and in northern Greece. 
Indeed the manner in which the friend of the 
king of Sparta and of his family, objects of the 
pretended plot, has borne testimony to Lysander’s 
merits, is really creditable at the same time to 
Lysander, Agesilaus, and Xenophon*; and the 
total failure of notice of such a plot, both in the 
Hellenics and the Agesilaus, seems enough to 
indicate that the tale ori^nated in party invective 
only, to which both Agesilaus and Xenophon 
disdained to ^ve any countenance. 
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SECTION V. 

Pltm cf AgesSaus for dimenibering the Persian Empire: 

Alliance, of the Prince of Paphlagonia with Lacedaemon : 

Winter Campain in Bitkynia : Corference between AgesUam 
and Phamabazus. 

While the flame of fntemal war was thus re- sect. 
kindled in Greece, and Lacedaemon, ruled by . v- . 
the ephors, was rapidly losing her consideration B.C.394. 
and influence thpre, Agesilaus had been success- t- 
fully prosecuting a plan of operations against 
Persia, the best calculated of any known to have 
been ever formed, for promoting, not meerly the 
interest of Lacedaemon, or even of Greece alone, 
but the common good of a very large portion 
of mankind. Stimulated, no doubt, by title love 
of glory, but allured by no vain, interested, de- 
structive project of conquest, he proposed to 
dismember the Persian empire, leaving the sepa- 
rated parts free. The philosopher, his friend xen.Age». 
and historian, gives him the entire credit of this 
wise and liberal pdicy. , None before Agesilaus, 
he^says, ever thought of so depriving the Persian 
king of his provinces, as hot to bring ruin upon 
the pieople. But the, revolt of Cyrus, which had 
led Lacedaemon, lately the ally, to become the 
enemy of the king, had at the same time pre- 
pared matters for this great design, pointed out 
the means of execution, and demonstrated the 
probability of success. A shock had been given 
to the fidelity of the great vassals ii^ the distant 
provinces ; and the exigency which had compelled 

’ • die 
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CHAP, the Greeks, who accompanied Cyrus, to fight 
. ■ their way from the center to the extremity, had 

afforded sure ground for calculating the force 
necessary to attack it. The revolt of Spithridates 
was then an important point already gained : it 
gave not only hope of farther defection, but 
Xenopii. means to procure it. Cotys, or Corylas*', king 
€. i. sii. s. of Paphlagonia, a tributary of the Persian empire, 
tho he had not concurred in the rebellion of 
Cyrus, yet, on receiving summons from the king 
' to join the royal army with his f|j||ces, had refused 
obedience. Probably the, fear of vengeance would 
make the Lacedaemonian alliance acceptable to 
him, and Spithridates undertook to manage the 
negotiation. Meanwhile Egypt, long since in 
revolt, remained unsubdued. 

It does not appear that Agesilaus was aware 
of the intrigues which Tithraustes was carrying 
on in Greece, when, in pursuance of his ingage- 
B.C.394. ment with him, early in autumn he quitted the 
01. 96 . a. Lytjian and entered the Bithynian satrapy. No 
due preparation had been made by Pharnabazus 
to defend the country. In the field no opposition 
was attempted; and, as the Grecian army;jffto- 
ceeded toward paphlagonia, some towns volun- 
tarily surrendered, some were taken by assault, 
and waste and plunder were extended on all 
sides. ' The negotiation with Cotys < ipeanwhile 
proceeded successfully. That prince met Agqsilaus 
on the border of his . territory, and concluded 
a treaty of alliance with the Laceda^onian 

commonwealth; 

” Cotys is the name we find in our copies of Xenophon’s 
Hellenics, as well as of Diodorus and Plutarch ; but in our 
cc^dea bf Xenophon’s ‘Anabasis, it is written Corylas. 
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commonwealth. Agesilaus, much gratified with the sect. 
event, at the same time to strengthen the union with . 

Cotys, and to reward Spithridates, proposed a mar- *’ 
riage, which was presendy agreed upon, between the 7- 

Paphlagonian prince and the Persian nobleman’s 
daughter. But, in the deficiency of accommoda- 
tions in the intervening country, the young lady 
could not travel into Paphlagonia from Cyzicus, 
where her father had leff her, before the following 
spring. Agesilaus gratified all parties by ordering s. r. 
a trireme of his fleet, with a Spartan commander, 
to. convey her to the Paphlagonian coast. 

We have had many occasions to observe how 
economically, in the scantiness of their public 
revenues, t^e Greeks commonly made war. For 
an army far from home, it was particularly de- 
sirable to find winter- quarters in the enemy’s 
country. Having acquired the important rein- 
fcnrccment of a thousand Paphlagonian horse, 
beside two thousand targeteers, Agesilaus resolved 
to march to Dascylium, the capital of the 
Bithynian satrapy, and with the plunder of its rich 
territory to subsist and reward his army. The ter- 
ritory of Dascylium was the inherited property of 
PBkn;xiabazus. His palace was sumptuous, and sur- 
rounded ivith every appendage of convenience and 
deUght. Xenophon^himself both a sportsman and a ' 
farmer, particularly notices the inclosed parks and 
open chaces, abouhding with game of every kind, 
the rii^r stored with fish, the many large villages and 
. well-cultivated faihB, Avith a numerous population, 
unaccustomed ,to see; or to apprehend an eaemy. 

The satrap being without infantry whi^h he could 
oppose to the Grecian phalanx, his own and his 
people’s property became the prey of the invad^. 

■ VOL. A^ D All 
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CHAP. All the care and foresight of Agesilaus were 
. , however insufficient to guard against the effects 

4. of contempt, naturally growing, for an enemy 
c. 1. s. 9. so apparently helpless; while Pharnabazus, with- 
out troops for steddy defence, had however those 
with which he could strike a sudden blow ; and 
he wanted neither activity nor spirit to direct and 
lead their exertions. A body from the Grecian 
army, sent to collect provisions, was wandering 
carelessly after plunder, w’hen the satrap came 
upon them, with a small body of horse and two 
sithe-armed chariots. The Greeks had notice of his 
approach, timely enough to assemble to the number 
of seven hundred. Pharnabazus, tho his cavalry 
were only four hundred, did not hesii^ to attack 
them. At the battle of Cunaxa the charge of a hun- 
dred and fifty sithe-armed chariots had been directed 
against ten thousand Greeks in phalanx, without 
any effect. Two only now, probably under bolder 
guidance, threw seven hundred into confusion ; and 
a vigorous charge of the cavalry immediately follow- 
ing, completed the rout. A hundred were killed ; 
and flight would have saved few of the rest, had not 
Agesilaus, with the main body of the army, been 
fortunately near enough to give them protectidh. 

This action, honorable to Pharnabazus and 
incouraging to his troops, was however scaredy 
a step towards relief from circumstances highly 
f. 11. distressing. He was constancy watching, with 
IlSs cavalry, to ^ve protectio^i^ his property and 
people, against detachments^^^d maroders from 
the Grecian army ; but, through fear of nightly 
attack, which an army of cavalry was -little fit to 
resist, he dared rest nowhere. Moving therefore 
ddly, he was always anxious to keep it unknown 

where 
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where he meant at night to incamp or take his 
quarters. But precaution, which might have suf- 
ficed against the Greeks, did not suffice a^inst 
the knowlege of the country, and the means for 
procuring intelligence, which Spithridates pos- 
sessed. Within three days after the surprize and 
defeat of the Grecian detachment, Spithridates 
obtained information that the satrap was at Cava, 
a large village about twenty miles from the Grecian 
camp. He communicated with the Spartan 
Hcrippidas, who commanded the Cyreian troops ; 
a man covetous of fame, and always '. eager for 
enterprize; and Herippidas requested of Agesilaus 
permission,, to attempt the surprize of the satrap in 
his quarters ; desiring for the purpose two thousand 
heavy-armed, as many targeteers, the Paphlagonian 
cavalry, with that under Spithridates, and as many 
of the Greek as would be volunteers on the occasion. 
Agesilaus consented ; the preparatory sacrifice was 
performed, and the augur declared, that success 
was portended. The detachment was ordered to 
assemble, at the close of evening, in front of the 
camp. But darkness, and the want of those conve- 
nient and cheap materials for writing, with which, 
in modern times, the lowest officer so readily forms 
his roll, gave opportunity for evasion, and not half 
the proposed number of any of the troops ap- 
peared. Fear of cterision ncv^heless stimulating, 
Herippidas resoj^V'ld proceed, and Spithridates 
did not shrink the undertalcing. 

Marching acsfirirdingly, they reached Cava be- 
fore day, and, with the first dawn, assaulted and 
presently carried the principal outguard. The 
whole Persian army instantly, Jied, and the ^eamp 
D D 2 was 
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was taken. Spithridates and the Paphlagonians 
were hasty in appropriating its contents. The 
satrap’s baggage, a multitude of slaves, and 
numerous beasts of burthen, for accompanying 
the rapid marches of the cavalry with accommo- 
dations for the satrap and his train, fell into their 
hands. Herippidas, anxious to get credit for the 
amount of the capture, as well as to do justice to 
himself and his detachment, stationed his Greek 
troops so as to intercept those who bore and drove 
the plunder, and he put all in charge of the 
common prizesellers of the army**. This mea- 
sure, in itself apparently right, he seems to have 
made wrong by the Spartan roughness, by the 
too little condescension for Asiatic prejudices, 
with which he carried it into execution. The 
Paphlagonians were disgusted, as if they had re- 
ceived a gross injury ; and Spithridates so resented 
what he (considered as a disgracing insult, that on 
the following night he left the army, and led aw'ay 
the Paphlagonians with him. Going to Sardis, he 
surrendered himself with them to Ariaeus, in whom, 
as having himself home arms against the king, 
they expected the readier disposition to excuse 
their desertion. No event, during his command 
in Asia, gave Agesilaus so much uneasiness. 

The hope of an acquisition, however, that' 
would much more than compensate the loss thus 
snstained, about the same tiii|!l^>resented itself. 
Ape^phanes, a Greek of €|fsdcus, who had 
been long connected by hospitality with Phama- 
bazus, was at this time living as a guest with 
Agesilaus. He proposed to n^otiate an interview 
between the satrap, and the Lacedaemonian king, 

" Aafvpturw^at. and' 
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and he succeeded. A place was appointed in sect. 
the open air. Agesilaus, attended by his thirty . 

Spartans, arrived first ;• and, finding some green- Htii.T'4. 
sward, all with Spartan simplicity, seated them- *■ 
selves on it. Presently Phamabazus came, 
gorgeously habited, and attended by a numerous 
train, who proceeded sedulously to spread fine 
carpets and place soft cushions, after the Persian 
fashion. The sight of the Spartan king struck 
him with a generous shame: he ordered away 
all the apparatus of luxury, and, in emulation 
of the simplicity which he admired, would seat 
himself on the ground. The customary salutation 
having passed, Phamabazus offered his right hand, 
which Agesilaus with his right hand received ; 
after which the satrap, as the elder, says the 
historian, began the conference. Meiitioning the i*. 
alliance he formerly had with Lacedaemon, and 
the important services he had rendered that state 
in the war with Athens, he proceeded to say, 

‘ None could accuse him of doubledealing, like 
‘ Tissaphemes: yet his recompence was the 

* destruction of his property, with such distress to 
‘ himself, that he could not command a supper 
‘ from his own estate, unless, like the dogs, he 
‘ could pick up any crumbs left by the. Greeks. 

‘ If then,’ he added, ‘ I am ignorant of what is just 
‘ and sadred> I wish you to teach me how this can 

* be consisterit with generosity and gratitude.’ 

The Thirty fell the reproach** in respectful *• is. & 

. y. Ages. 

silence. Agesilaus, after some pause, answered T 

‘ Nothing 

•• This interpretation of Xenophon's words, in the Hel- 
lenics, is warranted by Plutarth, in his Life of Agesilaus, 
vi a>. p. 1 xoo. ed. H. Steph. 
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CHAP. * Nothing isv. better known, among the customs 
■ ■ ‘ of the Greeks, than the sacred respect. in which 

‘ the laws of hospitality are held : yet, when war 

* arises between Grecian states, our obligation 

* to our country so supersedes what we owe to 
‘ any individual, that we hold it a duty even to 
‘ kill, if we meet them in battle, those to whom 
‘ we are pledged in hospitality. Instantly there- 
‘ fore as the king of Persia became tiie enemy 
‘ of our country, the duty became imposed upon 
‘ us to treat as enemies whoever owns allegiance 
‘ to him. With regard to yourself, as an indi- 
‘ vldual, there is nothing we should more value 
‘ than your friendship ; but the meatos of our 
‘ possessing it rest not with us but with you. Far 

* be it from me to propose to you the change 
‘ of subjection to Persia for subjection to Greece. 
‘ Better things are before you : to own no sub- 
‘ jection, to worship no master. Nor is it freedom 
‘ with indigence (tho I esteem freedom beyond all 

* riches) that I would recommend ; but, on the con- 
‘ trary, to hold your present large and rich com- 
‘ mandin independency ; and, forming alliance with 
‘ us, to make additions to it by conquest, not to 

* increase the king’s but your own dominion.’ 

Xenoph. Phamabazus replied : ‘ I will answer you candidly. 

c!i.'i. i6. ‘ ^ reckon myself so bound to Artaxerxes, 

* but that, were he to supersed^^,in the command 

* 1 hold under him, and requir^^e to obey another, 
‘ I might be induced to renounce my subjection to 

* him, and become your ally. But while he con- 
‘ tinues to trust me, you may depend upon it (and 
‘ all men of honor I am confident will approve my 

» ' ‘ conduct) 
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* conduct) I shall continue to defend the Oharge sect. 

‘ committed to me to the utmost of my adoility.’ . 

Struck with the satrap’s generous frankness, Age- 
cilaus took his hand and said, ‘ With those noble 
‘ sentiments much I wish you could become our 
‘ friend. Of tlus however be assured ; my army 
‘ shall quit your territory without delay ; and while 
‘ the war lastsj if there is another object for our 
‘ arms, you and yours shall remain unmolested.’ 

The conference here ending, Pharnabazus mount* Xmopb. 
ed his horse. As he rode away, his son, running to le. 
Agesilaus, said, ‘ I pledge myself in hospitality to 
‘ you.’ ‘ I accept the pledge,’ answered the king. 

‘ Remember then,’ replied the youth, and presented 
a finely-wrought javelin. Looking around for some- 
thing to return, Agesilaus observed furniture, of sin- 
gular elegance, on a horse of one of his attendants, 

This he directed to be put upon the youth’s horse, 
who immediately mounted and pursued his father. 

Such, equally among Persians and Greeks, were 
relics yet existing of the manners of the heroic 
ages. The progress of civilization and government 
indeed had not, among cither people, superseded 
the need of the antient hospitality. Not long after, >. 19. 
in the absence of Pharnabazus, his brother usurped 
for a time the satrapy ; and his son, compelled to 
seek safely in flight, passing into Greece, ^as very 
kindly entertained by Agesilaus. 

In conformity , to his word given, Agesilaus 
immediately led hiS army out of Bithynia, wher^ 
however, according to his first purpose, Be 
subsisted it nearly through the winter, at the 
satrap’s expence. Moving westward, he incamped B.C.399. 
in die vale of Thebe; an^ s^g now approach- 
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CHAP. ing*^),^he sent requisitions for new levies, from 

, . all the Grecian settlements, to join him there. 

At the head of a very powerful army, he proposed 
then to direct his march eastward, beyond the 
satrapies both of Titbraustes and of Fhamabazus. 
He had seai by how loose a tie the distant members 
of the empire were connected with the government 
in the capital. He knew, by the most unequivocal 
proof, from the return of the Cyreian Greeks, how 
weak the empirO was, even at its center : he had 
already proved the superiority of his military force 
to anything likely to be "opposed to him ; and he 
concluded, that the country, in whatever extent he 
could put it behind him, would be, if not con- 
quered for Lacedtemon or for Greece, yet effec- 
tually separated from Persia. 

** X Ti Kai lof vtrifminr, Xen. Hel. 1. 4. c. 1. s. so. 

The first words of the same chapter mention the preceding 
autumn. Yet Dodwell has chosen to conclude his account 
of the year B. C. 394, with the assertion — Ver ergo illud, 
enjus mentio apud Xen. in Asia non vidit Agesilaus. Dod- 
wdl’s fi>ndne8S for investigation and disquisition seems to 
have led him to give more than a just attention, upon some 
occasions, to authors whom, on others, he reviles in very 
unqualified terms; and, at the same time, rather arrogantly 
to contradict the able cotemporary historian, who cannot but 
have known whether it was spring or autumn, when he him- 
self, accompanying Agesilaus, left Asia. But, in the necessity 
under which I find myself to declare sometimes my dissatis- 
faction with Dodwell, I desire always to acknowlege high 
obligation to him ; and, if I sometimes leave, without complete 
correction, errors which I have thought it due from me to 
point out, I must, for excuse, beg refer to a former 

QQtib tte 1 8 th of the 24th chapter. ; 
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